Chair: Kelsi Calvillo
Vice Chair: Jennifer Walinowicz

ocninetynines@gmail.com

OC99s website: https://www.oc99s.org

June 2022
June 1—Business Meeting 6pm via Zoom
June 10—Pilot of the Year Banquet 6:308pm via Zoom (See page 2 for details and
look for your email invitation!)
July—No chapter meetings and no Plane
Tales newsletter.
August 3—Business Meeting 6pm via
Zoom
August 5—General Meeting 5pm—
Barbeque at OCFA Fire Station 33 (KSNA)
followed by fire station tour.
August—Oceano (L52) weekend camping
trip & movie night (date & time TBD).
September 7—Business Meeting 6pm via
Zoom

Secretary: Sofia Nosratabadi
Treasurer: Lena Wilson

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Oc99s/

Meet our 2022 OC 99s’ Scholarship Winners!
Eve Lopez—Awarded the Trudy Briscoe
Memorial Scholarship
Eve joined the Ninety-Nines February 6, 2018.
She will be using her scholarship funds to
complete her Commercial License and begin
her Certified Flight Instructor Rating. Eve is
currently the Los Angeles Chapter’s Secretary
and will be moving to the position of Treasurer
in June. Eve was also on her chapter’s
nominating committee from 2018-2019, is
currently the Airmarking Chair (since 2019), and is an air race
committee member (2019-2022). Additionally, Eve was on the
SMO Compass Rose Historical Preservation Committee.

Sofia Nosratabadi—Awarded the
Shirley Tanner Memorial
Scholarship
Sofia joined the Ninety-Nines March
12, 2019, and is finishing up her
Instrument Rating. She will be using
her scholarship funds to obtain her
Commercial License. As our OC Ninety-Nines’ Secretary, Sofia
has digitalized our chapter’s minutes, making our chapter far more
transparent. She has been an active participant at our OC99s,
SWS, and International meetings. Sofia is also on our Historical
Preservation Committee.

September 16—General Meeting/White
Elephant fundraiser 6:30-8:30pm (location Jinifer Conover—Awarded the
TBD).
Linda Eldridge Memorial
October 5—Business Meeting 6pm via
Zoom.
Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The
Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women
Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And, to
quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!" OUR MISSION — The
NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF
WOMEN PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation
through education, scholarships, and mutual support while
honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

Scholarship
Jinifer joined the Ninety-Nines April 22,
2020. She is using her scholarship funds
to complete her Private Pilot License.
Jinifer is currently our Publicity Chair
and will be our chapter’s new Treasurer
as of June, 2022. Jinifer regularly
attends chapter meetings and has also attended two SWS meetings.
Jinifer has also volunteered at various aviation booths, including
our booth at the Pacific Airshow and the booth at the Women in
Aviation Conference.

Save the Date!
We are bringing back
our fun White
Elephant Fundraiser to
benefit our chapter
scholarships.
Do you have something
new or like new around
home you’d like to
donate to our raffle?
Perhaps a cheeky
White Elephant gift that
has made its way to you,
and now you’d like to
send it on to another
unsuspecting recipient?
Or maybe your
company or business
would like to donate?
We welcome it all,
from the useful to the
silly!
Our White Elephant Fundraiser is a blind raffle, where you can
describe your donated item for auction as accurately or creatively
as you’d like, then watch the fun that ensues with a bidding war.
More info to come closer to September. Start perusing those
closets, ladies!

MEET OUR 2022 ORANGE COUNTY 99 CHAPTER CANDIDATES
Chairman – Kelsi Calvillo
I love being a part of the 99s so I can share my passion for flying with our fellow
flying sisters. This last year, we have made some great changes to get more
involvement, including more activity on social media, a presence at the airshow,
and some new committee chairs who have brought new ideas to the Chapter. I
look forward to a year of a bit more stability, where we can meet in person more
often and continue forming lasting connections and friendships. We are hoping
to have more community engagement, education, and joint fly-ins.

Vice Chairman – Jennifer Walinowicz
I came to the Ninety Nines organization in 2019. I’m a huge proponent of the
group in general, and I love being a ‘cheerleader’ for our amazing Chapter. I’ve
benefitted greatly from the endless support, knowledge, and mentorship of our
members, and feel thankful for the opportunity to help bring more women into
the fold (and be that mentor for someone else!). It’s been a pleasure working
alongside the other board members this past year: scheduling meetings, getting
our name out at the Pacific Airshow, and finding fun and safe ways for our
members to connect during the pandemic. I would love to continue finding new
speakers for our meetings, and coming up with fun and educational activities for our pilots to enjoy.

Secretary – Sofia Nosratabadi
I want our members to feel like they are an integral part of this organization and
that their voices matter. To that end, I want to increase transparency in our
behind-the-scenes processes by digitizing our business documents for our
members’ online perusal. This historical record can serve as insight into how the
Board makes decisions on behalf of the Chapter, a look into the incoming and
outgoing membership flow, inspiration for future Chapter events, and a
demystification of our nomination/election/appointment process. I hope this
digital library will encourage our members to engage with our Chapter on a
meaningful level, and to volunteer for Board/Committee positions armed with knowledge of the
possibilities that exist for them. I believe this will increase self-governance, participation, and pride in our
Chapter.

Treasurer – Jinifer Conover
I have been an active member of the Ninety-Nines since joining in 2020. Since the
first Chapter meeting, albeit virtual, I felt instantly at home and knew that this is
what was missing from my aviation journey. I have enjoyed not only the
sisterhood and support, but all the activities and outreach within our Chapter. I
can’t wait to see what exciting things our Chapter does this year. I would love the
opportunity to serve our Chapter and its members and support such a unique and
beautiful organization that stands for so much.

My Instrument Checkride

~Shannon Robertson

I began instrument training at a flight school at KLGB late March of this
year. I was so excited in the early days of training. The information was
new, and despite it being totally different from Private, I now had a base to
build from and wasn’t starting from zero. I hit the books and was eager to
start my instrument simulator training right away!
The school I am enrolled in allots their students 5 weeks to complete their
instrument phase, so immediately after starting, I realized that I was
somehow already getting behind. My IRA and FII written exams were both
scheduled a week after the first day of the phase, I had two 3-hour night
school lessons scheduled on zoom each week that required a lot of reading
to continue progressing, and on top of that I also have two elementary-age
children at home who occupy a lot of my time. Quickly, I knew this stage was going to be incredibly challenging and that
I needed to learn how to manage my time well if I wanted to make it through.
The internet program, Sheppard Air, became a saving grace for the written exams. I found Sheppard Air to be extremely
helpful in both learning and memorizing the information at hand, and for the next week, I crammed. I would wake up at
5am and stay up sometimes until 1am, just to prepare for those writtens. I took the IRA and FII written exams back-toback, did really well, and was so happy that the first hurdle had just been overcome!
Then came the flight training. Initially, things were going great! Since instrument training is very procedural, I found the
flying straight forward. The change of pace, fun. The new airports, refreshing. But the timeline we were given, that was
a different story. I once heard another female instrument student describe the 5-week phase as being like a load of
laundry you’ve just taken out of the dryer. As you’re carrying it to the room, you drop a sock. Then some underwear.
You carefully lean over to pick them up and the whole pile starts to fall apart. I thought it was the funniest metaphor
ever, because for me, it couldn’t have been truer.
Over the next few weeks, it felt like I would never finish the program. COVID and short-staffing issues at both KLGB
tower and SoCal caused training to be next to impossible when local practice approaches were canceled, often for many
days. Instructors at my school tried to get creative with ways we could get around it, but inevitably the disruption
delayed and restricted check ride preparation for many of us. The breaks in between training coupled with the weird
nuances we experienced to complete our training despite the closures made me feel like I didn’t know what I was doing.
I started to find myself in a loop of self-doubt and fear that I wouldn’t be good enough to get an instrument rating. I
often compared myself to my peers, assuming that the entire process came easier to them than it did to me. I felt
defeated and like nothing was going right and would stay at my school, sometimes for 12-hours a day, studying and
asking questions to anyone who would answer.
I wish I would have been more compassionate towards myself throughout the process, because after all, those delays
gave me more time to catch up on my studying and practice in the simulator. They also gave me the opportunity to get
close with plenty of other students who, in turn, opened about their own struggles at different stages of this accelerated
program. So, though I didn’t see it at the time, those long days struggling with my peers were undoubtedly some of the
most meaningful I have experienced along my pilot journey thus far. And I am so grateful!
This past weekend, I finally got around to taking, and passing, my instrument check ride! Walking away from it all I feel
incredibly relived to be on the other side and indebted to my classmates who unwaveringly stood by me, making sure I
made it through. I cannot wait to repay the favor. I think it’s safe to say that sometimes life can be a funny, twisted
mess. We’ve got to put our heads down, do the work, get fluid, and ride the waves. Instrument training highlighted in
me many areas in need of a little TLC and improvement, and today I can honestly say that I am a better person for it.
Afterall, some of our biggest challenges can turn into our greatest blessings.

My Long IFR Cross-Country Experience

~Kyra Duncan

The beauty of flight - a perfectly trimmed
airplane at cruise along the coast. Endless
views of the Pacific Ocean stretching
westward, and the Los Angeles basin
framed by mountains to the east. But, alas,
life is not always sunny days with clear
skies. Marine layers, clouds, smog, smoke
and other factors conspire to turn clear
days into IMC flight. In order to be
prepared for such days, and to continue
along my path to become a commercial
pilot, I recently completed my IFR long
cross country this past week.
The trip originated at John Wayne (KSNA), with legs to Santa Barbara (KSBA),
Riverside (KRAL) and back to John Wayne. My instructor and I got to the airport at 7am
and departed at 8am. With this early morning May departure, weather was overcast at
1,300 ft with 10 sm of visibility and a temperature of 63°F.
After takeoff from John Wayne, we popped out of the clouds at 2,000 ft into brilliant
sunlight. We flew to Santa Barbara on the CSTP21 route, which is through SLI, LAX,
and VTU. I had never flown VFR on top before and it was beautiful. The few times I
could see out of the plane, like when we were passing Point Mugu, you could see the
surrounding mountains poking up out of the clouds. My instructor let me take off my
foggles at one point and take this picture of the clouds below us.
We were planning on doing the VOR approach into Santa Barbara, but because of the
weather, we had to do the ILS approach. We picked up our IFR clearance to Riverside
upon landing in Santa Barbara, and off we were again. It was raining and very overcast
on the ground in Santa Barbara, but once we reached 2,700 ft, it was completely clear
again. We practiced a DME arc on our way over to Riverside, which was more difficult
than I remember it being in the sim. We went into Riverside by the RNAV approach into
runway 27 and circled to land on runway 9. We were then given an IFR clearance to
John Wayne, where we performed an LDA approach into 20R with a switchover to 20L
before the 405 freeway. At four hours, this was the longest flight I had ever flown. This
mission was both an incredible journey, from heavy IMC to brilliant blue skies on top, as
well as a great challenge and learning experience on my path to commercial aviation.

Commercial Checkride

~Cindy Morris

Hello ladies! I am so fortunate and blessed to have completed my commercial checkride on May 16, 2022.
This one you would think is, as they say, a glorified private pilot checkride. But, let me tell you, there is a lot
more to it. This checkride was a long one because it had to be delayed several times due to weather. Of all of
my checkrides so far, prepping for this one was where I learned the most as I built time and gained more
experience flying.
My checkride was on Friday April 29th. It consisted of a 2.5 hour oral for which I prepared a handwritten NAV
log and the weather for the following itinerary: Take off KRNO, fly to S39 (Prinville), pick up a passenger of
130 lbs + 5 lb bag, and from there fly to KDLS (Boeing Field).
My DPE was Kathryn Stanley, a very well-known pilot at our Sling Pilot Academy. She had seven years of flying
before becoming a CFI and was the school’s Chief Pilot before becoming a DPE.
We started the checkride at 10 am by reviewing my logbook and making sure I had completed all the
requirements. These consisted of 250 hours of flight time of which 50 hours are cross country, 100 hours pilot
in command, one 100 NM – 2 hour cross-country in the day, another at night, 5 hours of night flight, including
10 take offs and landings at an airport with a control tower, One cross-country flight of not less than 300
nautical miles total distance, with landings at a minimum of three points, one of which is a straight-line
distance of at least 250 nautical miles from the original departure point. We completed reviewing my
requirements around 11 am and we started the oral portion of my checkride.
There were so many questions about things that you know from your private and instrument training but are
not asked on a regular basis. So, I had to look them up in the FAR/AIM. For example:
If you are at a non-towered airport at night what are the visibility requirements to do pattern work? In our
busy airspace there are a few non-towered airports and it’s rare I am there at night. I found it under the chart
in 91.155 where there is a paragraph specific to airplanes in Class G Airspace.
Another question is, can you fly with your government ID expired? Well, that’s a clear NO; but, where can you
find the regulation? Look in Part 61 since this part is how you maintain your license and Part 91 is how you
lose it.
These simple questions came about through my checkride about weather and regulations. The DPE wants you
to show him or her that you can find the information you need in order to complete a flight and also
recalculate the fuel consumption of your NAV log to make sure you understand how to do it. I understand in a
checkride they are testing you, but one day you will be on your own and you need to be prepared.
By the time we were done with the oral portion it was 2 pm and we took a break for lunch. I was exhausted
mentally, had not eaten anything, and we were supposed to go to Burbank, an airport I had not been to
before. Then winds started to pick up. All these circumstances under my IMSAFE checklist meant I was not
perfectly fit for this flight, so I decided to postpone the flight portion for another day. With her schedule and
mine we had to make the next appointment on Wednesday the 11th of May at 9 am. There was another
student finishing up his private pilot checkride before my flight. Due to a marine layer, our flight did not start
until around 10 am. As I was checking the weather when I saw an advisory for strong winds starting around
noon, but I thought we could finish it up by then.
We took off from KTOA between 10 and 10:30 am, using special flight rules to fly over LAX towards Burbank.
Once we passed the Santa Monica VOR, I was instructed to fly towards Pacific Palisades. Over the Class Delta
of Santa Monica (SMO surface to 2,700) and under the LAX Bravo Airspace (5,000-10,000) I completed some
maneuvers. These consisted of steep turns with a 55-degree bank angle, slow flight, and power on and power

off stalls. Then I was instructed to fly back to Torrance using special flight rules, this time partial panel only,
using the G5 to track the 132 radial from SMO. Past imperial highway and leaving special flight rules I was
instructed to fly towards Compton Airport. When we were over the 110 freeway between Torrance and Long
Beach, I completed the required Chandelles and Lazy Eights. Once these were completed, we did emergency
fire procedures with a steep spiral from 4,500 to 2,000 MSL and picked the best place to land. I chose the area
next to the famous Goodyear Blimp. After this, we flew to Compton Airport to complete the required
landings. When we landed, I was instructed to park and stop for a bathroom break. This gave me some time
to check the weather as I knew the winds were picking up. This was because during the landing at Compton
Airport (KCMP) I felt a nice downdraft on short final and the winds were gusting at KTOA. I decided to
postpone the landings and Eights on Pylons for another day and we flew back to Torrance. I am glad I did that
because on our way back to Torrance the turbulence bumped both of us out of our seats.
Our next and last date was Wednesday the 16th of May. Surprisingly we did the required landings at KTOA (I
thought we would do them at KCMP) and then flew to the practice area to complete the Eights on Pylons.
Starting off with the landings, I did a go around on the first try of my power-off 180 but nailed it on the second
try. I did a soft field and a short field landing on the numbers and had to give some spacing for traffic because
it was busy. Then we flew towards the practice area where I completed the Eights on Pylons over Angels Gate
and the antenna sticking out of the sand field near it. We then climbed up to 2,500’ to head back to Torrance.
When we were over Vincent Tomas Bridge my DPE turned off all the electric navigation, G-5, Gx3, so I couldn’t
see my airspeed or RPM setting and instructed me to land without flaps or trim simulating an “electric failure”.
Surprisingly that was the softest and best landing ever because I was focused and ready for it. Once I landed,
she said I was just as focused as her during her Multi Engine checkride! I took that as a compliment. :D That’s
when I knew I had my license!
Preparing for this checkride was a doozy. Five days prior to my checkride, I found out that I still had my
100NM cross-country night requirement pending. I thought one of the IFR night legs could have counted
towards the night cross-country, but I was short by one mile. (KTOA TO KSZP was only 99 NMs.)
To complete this requirement I needed an aircraft that could fly through clouds because the marine layer was
expected to linger around each night. Therefore, I had the opportunity to book a Cessna 172 with a G5 and
G650 from my previous school, Topflight Aviation, in Corona and fly with my previous instructor, Gabe, who
has 1,500 hours already. It was great to catch up with him on that flight. We took off from Corona Airport
and landed at Bakersfield, which was a total 130 NM cross-country. It was a great flight, under the Class Bravo
airspace, over mountains at night, with a few clouds and no IFR cleared needed. I loved the high intensity
runway lights they have at Bakersfield. Then we turned around and flew straight back to Corona. That was a
full day and I made it home by 1 am.
Now I must talk about another great flight I had done for my long commercial cross-country. It was to Half
Moon Bay. (I must give a shout-out to Jennifer Walinowicz who recommended this airport.) The scenery was
beautiful along the coast of Monterey, Santa Cruz, Big Sur, and San Francisco. We fueled up and flew back to
San Luis Obispo the ACI Jet FBO gave us a courtesy brand-new rental car to drive to the city and have dinner. I
was really excited about this flight because I had not been to Nor Cal yet or flown over the world’s most
famous beaches for so many hours straight. The total flight time was 8.5 hours.
Overall, the biggest takeaway was how much I learned about fuel management and weight and balance on
those long flights. Also it built my experience with weather. As well as dealing with last minute changes and
making the best decisions plausible for that moment, Go/No-Go decisions related to maintenance, forecast
weather and personal minimums, but mostly making the safest decisions before each flight and during them. I
feel more confident that I can make this a career and am proud of myself for the personal development this
license has granted me. Next step CFI, stay tuned for more
.

Left & Middle: Half Moon Bay –Right: Santa Cruz Coast

Left: Half Moon Bay – Right: Santa Maria

Landing Tips
Pilot’s Law of Gravity: Gravity Never Loses (the best you can hope for is a draw!)
Landing isn’t trivial, as we all know. In fact, whole books have been written about it. A pilot’s
primary instruction consists of many hours learning landing techniques. If you’re like me, you
spent quite a few of your first lessons (and many flights afterward!) just zooming around the
pattern. (When this virus lockdown eases up, that’s where I’m headed!) It’s great fun, but also
takes concentration. You must to continue to practice your landing skills periodically to keep
them sharp and to keep the law of gravity on your side. Bad habits can sneak up on you over
time, no matter how long you’ve been flying or how many ratings you’ve got.
Landing techniques change with the type and weight of the aircraft. Seaplane landings on water
are different from glider landings are different from heavy jet landings. Whatever the details, the
goal is the same: get the airplane on the runway in a controlled manner and with no damage
done. “Ta daaaa!” (We all deserve a trumpet fanfare now and again, huh?) One of my
instructors used to say that any landing you can walk away from is a good one - tongue in cheek,
of course! This article will cover just the light single-engine land aircraft most of us fly. So,
based on my own experience and conversations with other light plane pilots, let me offer up a
few things you might want to think about before you land the next time:
1. Don’t forget your landing checklist! Whether you use “GUMPS” (Gas – Undercarriage –
Mixture – Prop - Speed) or, better yet, a printed customized checklist (did you read my
article last month?), it’s important to be ready to land. The more complex the aircraft, the
more things will be on it. Trusting your memory isn’t as reliable as you think.
2. In the pattern, there is no set speed that you have to maintain. The FAA has a max speed of
200 knots, but a lot of us know that’s not only ridiculously fast but beyond Vne for the planes
we normally fly. Use what’s comfortable for you based on traffic, spacing and ATC
directives. If you’re making a straight in approach, plan your speed
reductions in advance. You probably won’t want to find yourself in a
gravity-assisted “Warp 6” approach on short final because you forgot to
slow down, or, conversely, get too slow and have to add lots of power just
to cross the threshold. This is a great argument for knowing the
performance of the aircraft you are flying!
3. Line up with the center of the runway. If you can line up with the left side or the right side,
why not line up with the center? There’s this great line painted right down the middle that
you can aim for. And, it will give you more of a margin of safety should an unexpected gust
come from either side. Based on personal experience, I can tell you that other pilots
(especially CFIs!) will judge your skills based on whether you land in the runway center or
not. Making sloppy landings may indicate the rest of your flying may be likewise. So, do it
right – land in the center!

4. Plan to land in the first third of the runway. If you’ve heard the old adage about the “3 most
useless things in aviation”, you may remember that one of them is the runway behind you*.
Runway in front of you gives you more safety options should something unexpected happen.
If you can’t make the first third and the runway length is more like Whiteman than Van
Nuys, you might consider going around and making another try. Forget the embarrassment –
the alternative could be a LOT worse if you messed up the landing for the sake of ego.
5. On short final, try to get to Vref. That’s 1.3 Vso, which is power off stall speed in the landing
configuration. You may also need to alter this depending on how the winds are and your flap
setting. Hold Vref with whatever combination of attitude and power is required until you’re
about 3 feet above the runway. Note: if you read my article on V-speeds last year, this is one
reason it’s important to know them!
6. Just above the runway, gradually bring the nose up with power easing off and coming back to
idle. Hold the airplane off the runway as long as possible. As airspeed
bleeds off, higher nose attitude will be required to do this. If your speeds
are good, this process won’t take long and you can land “on the spot” every
time. Good landings are like getting to perform in Carnegie Hall. And
how do you get there? Practice, practice, practice!!!
7. Crosswind correction close to the runway is
automatically made by keeping the nose pointed straight down the runway
with rudder while making drift corrections with aileron. Be careful not to get
too cross-controlled at slow speed. A little extra airspeed (but not too much!)
may help keep better control.
8. After touchdown, keep flying the airplane! Lower the nose wheel gently and keep your hand
on the yoke. Don’t ever just let go or let your attention go to something else. “Clean up” the
airplane after you’re off the runway. Keep in the center of the runway with rudder control
until you’re ready to turn off. If you make this a habit, you’ll be ready for the unexpected,
which includes the gusts that come with windy weather conditions! The old curmudgeons
will tell you something like “fly the airplane until it’s in the chocks!” That’s great advice!
The law of gravity isn’t subject to repeal. We might try to defy it for a while, but in the end, it’s
a much better idea to learn how to operate safely within its bounds. 
Happy Landings!
Claudia Ferguson,
Safety, San Fernando Valley 99s
© CK Ferguson 2020
With thanks to Chuck for his input!
*the other two are the altitude above you and the fuel you left behind.

Happy June Birthdays!
2 Linda Abrams
2 Janise Lambert
6 Kelsi Calvillo
9 Hilda Hill
12 Lena Wilson
15 Kyra Duncan
15 Mariko Herrera
19 Jacqueline Stokes
20 Kimberly Yehling
20 CJ McMullin

Happy July Birthdays!
8 Pam Hengsteler
10 Lianne Oakes
25 Irene Engard
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated!
And, please send the date to us at OCNinetynines@gmail.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines
Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
Join Us Online
Chapter Website - https://www.oc99s.org
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

