
May 4—Business Meeting 6 pm via
Zoom

May 10—General Meeting 7 pm: Steam
to Gas Transition Seminar with Gary
Schank at KSNA admin. building ——>

May 15—OC 99s’ Scholarship
application deadline.

May 20—OC 99 membership badge
order deadline.

June 1—Business Meeting 6 pm via
Zoom

June 10—Pilot of the Year Banquet
6:30-8 pm via ZOOM

Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The
Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women
Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And,
to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES®
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring
our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

May General Meeting

For our May general meeting, we have been invited to
join the SoCal Pilots on Tuesday, May 10th at 7PM for
a seminar presented by Gary Schank. The topic will be
“Steam to Glass- Transitioning From Analog to Digital
Instruments.”

Seminar Description: A fun and informative look at
how to quickly adapt to the new instrumentation that
almost every airplane will eventually have. As many
airplane cockpits are rapidly being upgraded from
round dials to modern displays, pilots need to
modernize the way they fly. There is a learning curve
to understanding the capability and functionality of the
“Glass Cockpit”. Topics include symbology, Primary
Flight Displays, Navigation Displays, scanning flight
displays, use of autopilot, and how to avoid saying,
“What’s it doing now?”

 Instrument scanning the “Glass Cockpit”

 Operating in various modes

 Use of autopilot

 Understanding the interrelationship of digital
instruments

 Managing automation

This course is also eligible for FAA WINGS credit. To
receive credit, please sign up at https://
www.faasafety.gov/ (signup only required if you’d like
credit). After signing in, go to > Activities, Courses,
Seminars & Webinars > Seminars & Webinars. From
there, type in the “Select #” box : WP05112313

Please contact us if you have any questions on signing
up for your wings credit.

May 2022

Chairman: Kelsi Calvillo ocninetynines@gmail.com Secretary: Sofia Nosratabadi

Vice Chair: Jennifer Walinowicz Treasurer: Lena Wilson
OC99s website: https://oc99s.org/ Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/

https://www.faasafety.gov/
https://oc99s.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Oc99s/
mailto:ocninetynines@gmail.com


Orange County Ninety-Nines
Scholarships

The Orange County Chapter of the Ninety-Nines
International Organization of Women Pilots is offering
three scholarships to local women. This year, our three
scholarships will honor our chapter Ninety-Nines,
Trudy Briscoe, Linda Eldridge, and Shirley Tanner.

The scholarships are to be used by the recipients
towards an advanced rating or training to further their
pursuit in aviation. Each scholarship is $3,000 and can
be applied towards Private Pilot Certificate, advanced
ratings, or towards Airframe and Powerplant (A&P)
advancement.

Our Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarship
applications are now available on our website at
www.OC99s.org.

https://oc99s.org/orange-county-99s-aviation-scholarship/


OC99s Second Annual Backyard Movie Night ~ Jessica Gailing

For the second year in a row, the OC 99s gathered at my house for our annual backyard movie night. This event sprung
out of necessity during COVID times when we were forced to remain 6 feet apart but still wanted to have human contact
and continue our monthly meetings. Despite the origin not being the best reason to get together, I’d argue that this
annual event has become so much fun, and I plan to continue it as long as I live in a location that allows 20+ people and
a movie projected on a big white wall.

This meeting was a great chance to meet some of our newer members and celebrate their accomplishments!

We met Janae Alvidrez who is working on her CFI out of Riverside. Janae is very accomplished and has some big goals in
aviation. She originally flew out of Washington state; but after having to reschedule her PPL checkride nine times, she
decided to come down south to continue her training. We are happy to have her!

Alexis Burgess just completed her first solo! She is a first-generation pilot who is thinking about going to the airlines.
She flies out of Pacific Flight Aviation with Taylor Wilson and me, and is from Huntington Beach. She attended the
airshow in 2021 and stopped by the booth to learn more about aviation. Thanks to Diane T-M, who reached out to her
with more information.

Nana Alqatani grew up in Saudi Arabia and has lived in the U.S. for nine years. She told us that women in Saudi Arabia
just started driving and flying two years ago; so she is very happy to be around a bunch of accomplished women pilots.
Nana lives in Riverside, has two hours flight, and is looking for a flight school at Corona Airport.

Shannon Robertson is also from Huntington Beach. Shannon is doing an accelerated program with ATP school in Long
Beach and is working on her instrument ticket. She hopes to accomplish all her ratings within seven months! Shannon
hopes to work for the airlines someday.

Nashwa Zokari is our final new member who was able to attend. She flies out of Carlsbad but grew up in Yemen. She
loves to travel, and her goal is to work for JetSuiteX. Her father is also a pilot for the airlines, and she has gotten to do
some pretty amazing things like time-building in Hawaii. She is working on her commercial ticket and CFI is up next!

I am always astounded by the accomplished women in this group and the amount of experience between all of our
members. It is so fun to be able to have in person meetings again and really get to know all of our members. It is truly
inspiring.

Speaking of inspiring, our movie choice, thanks to Jenn Walinowicz, was Silver Wings/Flying Dreams, a sobering story
about the Women Army Service Pilots (WASPs) who tested, ferried, and trained other pilots, and flew more than 50% of
all military aircraft in the US. Collectively, they flew over 60 million miles, transported every kind of aircraft and even
towed aircraft for military target practice! They risked their lives for their country, with some of them giving their lives,
and yet it wasn’t until 1977 that they were finally granted retroactive military veteran status. They received the
Congressional Gold Medal in 2010, the highest medal bestowed upon civilians. This movie was really illuminating and
truly highlights the struggle that all women have had to go through to find equality in aviation. The WASPs walked so we
could run.

We are fortunate enough to have had a WASP in our very chapter! Vi Cowden was a P-51 Mustang pilot who flew the
plane from various military factories to bases all around the country. Vi was a former first grade teacher who always
knew that she wanted to fly even before she knew that planes existed. Diane Myers and Patty Murray were able to fly to
Washington DC to witness Vi Cowden and the WASPs receive the Congressional Gold Medal. What history our chapter
holds!

I am always one of those people who neglects to take photos in the moment and regrets later that I had been more
active in my photo taking; so, alas, I only remembered at the end of the evening, after a few members had left early, to
take a photo. I can’t wait for the next meeting to spend more time with my sisters in flight!



Jess & Hannah, airplane tie-down neighbors

Jenn introduces our movie: Silver Wings

It was chilly & windy, fortunately Jess had a lot of Mexican blankets to wrap up in!

Back: Pam Hengsteler, Jenn Walinowicz, Tess Karich,
Diane Myers, Katy Farney, Nashwa Zokari, Tiphani Sach,

Janae Alvidrez, Cindy Morris, Nana Alqatani
Front: Shannon Robertson, Alexis Burgess, Jess Gailing



My top memory was getting to attend my first section meeting and learning all of the
details that go into planning one of these. It was really fascinating to me to see how
deep the rabbit hole goes, to say. It was just a taste of what our organization has to
offer, and all of the wonderful people involved! I truly enjoyed meeting new pilots
from all over the Southwest and seeing our own chapter so well represented! I can’t
wait to attend the next one ☺.

Jessica Gailing

One of my favorite memories was meeting the lovely Aviation Historian and Author, Barbara

Schultz. She had a booth at the fly mart and took the time to visit with Jenn and I and shared

intriguing stories and research that inspired her writing.

Jinifer Conover

Sharing with you through the eyes of members that attended.

I would say that our SWS audience is vocal and opinionated. They don’t just sit there
passively and accept what’s happening .  This made for a lively business mee�ng.  Also, there 
were 20 new people; a wonderful amount of members a�ending their first sec�on 
mee�ng. Finally, listening to everyone’s (one-minute) summary of accomplishments for their
Chapter is a good way to get inspira�on for ac�vi�es and see what worked for other 
Chapters.

Sofia Nosratabadi

Business Mee�ng. Orange County Delegates:  

Jinifer Conover, Jennifer Walinowicz, Sofia 

Nosratabadi, Jessica Gailing and Irene Engard,

outgoing SWS Treasurer (aka Dr Books). Missing

from picture, Kelsi Calvillo and Pat Pren�ss. 



It’s very hard to narrow it down to one favorite memory, so here are my two favorite

memories of the Spring Section meeting: The first was at the

welcome night social: We learned that Kathleen, Ellen and

Crystal from SD99s had an alternator failure just as they
approached the California border (that’s not the favorite part,

I’m getting there!). Thanks to our recent joint chapter fly in to

Yuma, the ladies had a great place to head toward, and

when it became clear the plane would not be leaving Yuma

that day, they reached out to the ladies from the Airport

Administration. Gladys and Gen saved the day with a car to

borrow, as the rental agencies were all out. Although it was

a harrowing experience, it was pretty amazing to learn how

they were able to land at a field they were familiar with (they had turned off radios to

conserve power), and the wonderful people at Yuma came through (again!) to help them out.

They arrived at the social hot, tired, and relieved to have made it, and we couldn’t have been

happier to see them!

Second, I really enjoyed the backcountry flying seminar by Eric

Rovey. It was almost like being back in Alaska, and the speaker had

so many great stories and examples of just how different flying is in
Alaska. Hey also teaches backcountry flying during the winter

months if you would like an example of some of the cool places you

can go with an airplane. www.alaskazona.com

Jenn Walinowicz

Section meetings are like going to a family reunion.

It is such a joy to see the friends I have known all

of my days as a 99. Friday Night I saw Marie

Christensen. She was OC Chapter Chairman when I

joined (in 1978). Marie served at many levels

including International President. The friendships we

forge through the 99s will last a lifetime. PHX 99s

had a camera set up to take group photos. I

accidently pressed something & then we realized it

was taking our pictures. Never miss a chance to

have fun. The camaraderie, the catching up with

friends, the learning about new friends, the fly-mart;

Section Meetings are not to be missed.

Irene Engard

Next Sec�on Mee�ng — Sep 29 - Oct 2 — Salt Lake City/West Jordan, Utah—Hosted by Air Hearts—Utah 99s



Spring SWS Meeting—Installation of New Officers ~Pat Prentiss

The Phoenix Chapter did a very nice job of hosting the Spring 2022 Section Meeting. It has always been

my thinking that the hosting chapter needs to abide by certain “organization rules” that warrants

success, but we have to let the hosting chapter do their thing. This section meeting was no exception

and it went through as one of the best organized meetings. I’m sure it brought a real sense of pride to

the Phoenix Chapter and their chapter benefited greatly from it.

I was asked to do the “installations” for the Southwest Section incoming four officers, two directors and

nominating committee. Wanting it to be a bit humorous and not so serious, I found myself one early

morning in the cereal aisle at my local market trying to create something with a bit of a twist.

Here’s what I did.

The nominating committee was recognized with a box of Cherrios because they had to be cheery in their

approach to recruit. They soon were known as the “Cheery-O-Team” – all five of them. Member Kim

Ernst received the most votes so she became the Chairperson of the Nominating Committee. If you see

Kim approaching you……..run!

The two directors who were installed to assist the Governor were lucky in that they had no real job task,

at least one that was printed in black and white. They simply were installed as the SWS directors and

were there to be called upon by the Governor. They each received a box of “Lucky Charms”.

The Treasurer had several job responsibilities, one of course, dealt with the issuance of checks and

keeping track of the payables. The other responsibility included the preparation of various accounting

reports and the preparation of a budget that the SWS membership approved and voted upon. Our

Treasurer received a box of “Chex”.

The Secretary works with the Governor and assists with correspondence, either by generating or

answering correspondence. There are volumes of correspondence, most of it is kept and filed, and yet,

other correspondence is not necessary to keep. The secretary, along with the Governor, makes a

determination as to what is kept. Correspondence that is not kept gets shredded. The incoming

Secretary therefore received a box of “shredded wheat”.

The Vice-Governor is the Governor’s right hand woman. She must always be ready to fill the slot when

the Governor is absent. The Vice-Governor plays an important role whereas she is aware of all that is

taking place within the Section and can step in at any time. The role of Vice-Governor is a serious role

and should not be taken lightly. Because of this role, the Vice-Governor is one of the basic four and

thus, she received a box of cereal titled “Basic Four”.

The Governor has a big weight on her shoulders. She runs the show and the success of her show is

reliant upon all of her helpers coming together and assisting as necessary. Our Governor, Pat Chan, has

agreed to run for another two years. She has been re-elected because of her ability and because of her

trustworthiness. She will make many important decisions, decisions that will affect all of her members.



Sometimes she’ll expect things to be done quickly, to meet deadlines, etc. And because of this, Pat Chan

received a box of cereal referred to as “Captain Crunch”.

Your Team is:

Governor, Pat Chan Nominating Committee, Kim Ernst

Vice Governor, Nobi Buntin Nominating Committee, Andrea Garcia

Secretary, Anele Brooks Nominating Committee, Debbie Balsley

Treasurer, Leslie Ingham Nominating Committee, Susan Connor-Steeb

Director, Robin Gartman Nominating Committee, Annelie Hubinette

Director, Laura Del Favero

Their duties will prove a challenge, but they’ll get it all done. Yours, as part of the SWS membership, is a

responsibility of helping, planning, service and fellowship. Your Governor and her other officers may

come to you with high hopes, but they can do nothing without your loyal support and cooperation. You

can go far and accomplish much if you work together.

If we have as much sense as geese, we’ll stand behind each other and we’ll keep on honking!!

Incoming SWS board.

Outgoing SWS board.



Carlsbad Flower Field Fly-in with the Long Beach 99s ~Nana Alqahtani

I moved to Riverside a few months ago and now I'm looking for a flight school at Corona Airport to start
training. As a new student pilot with only two hours of flight, I am always trying to find ways to fly more
often, be involved with the aviation community, and try to keep up with the events that are happening.

So, when I saw an email from Kelsi that there was a fly-in event to the flower fields in Carlsbad, I immediately
contacted one of our chapter’s fly-in chairs, Cindy Morris. Cindy then connected me with Megan from the
Long Beach 99s. Cindy also asked Megan if there was a spot for me; and, sure enough, there was a pilot with
a Piper who had a spot left.

I contacted Megan and she sent my contact information to the Piper pilot, Anne. Anne called me immediately
and asked me a few questions about my aviation experience. She was one of the sweetest and intelligent
people I've ever talked to. I asked her if I could bring my boyfriend with me, and she said yes! It was my first
experience going on a flight trip in a small airplane! It was also my boyfriend’s first experience to see what it’s
like to fly in a small airplane and be involved with what I love the most—airplanes.

When we arrived at the airport, there was another sweet student-pilot girl coming with us in Anne’s plane.
Anne asked us to do the flight pre-check with her. She wanted the flight to be more educational than just
flying. She was asking us questions to help us understand why we were doing what we were doing. She also
let me fly the plane the whole time after taking-off. That was a wonderful experience!! I felt like I was
dreaming, and I didn't want to wake up!

The Carlsbad flower fields were an amazing place. They had wonderful pineapple ice cream that I'm never
going to forget. We walked for two hours around the flower fields then had pizza. The only problem was that
they had a broken vending machine that took my money and never gave me Sprite. Haha!

On the way back, we were able to see the flower field’s American flag from the air. It was fantastic view!

Now I am friends with two ladies from the Long Beach 99s. Anne asked me to bug her any time I want to fly
with her or if I have questions. I will keep in contact with her and hopefully I will fly with her again!

Anne at the Carlsbad flower fields.

The Carlsbad flower fields from the air.



My First Solo Flight! ~Alexis Burgess

The day I was ready to solo finally came and the
airport was way too busy. I booked another
lesson for 7 am and couldn’t even see across the
street because of the fog. So, I booked the next
day and everything was working out until I
rolled onto the runway and my engine failed.
Although disappointed, I knew I was not meant
to fly that day. So, I booked another one for
7am and finally I soloed! The sky was clear and
the winds were calm. I couldn’t have asked for
better conditions.

OC 99s Chapter Sale Items

Ninety-Nines Vinyl Stick-On Window Decal – $2.50 each

Please purchase via our PayPal “add to cart” button on our website.
https://oc99s.org/oc-99s-chapter-sale-items/

If you have any questions, please contact us at OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com

Show your 99s pride!



Listen Up!

I’ve written before about ATC’s three chief “beefs” with pilots: missed altitudes, pilots proceeding
without clearances, and pilots busting special use airspace (e.g. Class B). And, of course, the FAA has
been on the warpath in the last few years about runway incursions and taxi errors. A major reason
for these is pilots not listening. By “listening”, I mean hearing, comprehending and acting on what’s
heard. Listening carefully to your own instructions from ATC can help avoid a communication
problem with them that could potentially cause more trouble than just irritating a controller. Every
pilot knows that. What I’d like to suggest here is that it’s even better to go one more level and pay
attention to what controllers are saying not only to you, but to other pilots as well.

Of course, this isn’t easy, even in the best of circumstances. The busier you are, the less you hear,
and that’s usually just when you need to hear more to help you in your complicated situation. Lack of
experience or being stressed can give you a bad case of “tunnel hearing” (like “tunnel vision” only with
your ears). Information overload! Tilt!

There are some things you can do to help yourself out in fine-tuning your ATC listening skills
so you can make use of all this additional information. First and foremost, you need to
spend time listening to ATC. Of course, actually getting into the air is your best bet. Nothing
beats being there. But if you have a handheld radio (something most of you know by now
that I HIGHLY recommend!), you can turn it on when you’re at home or at your hangar while
doing some activity that will allow you to listen, and learn a lot. It’s interesting how after just
a few minutes, you can get a pretty good idea of what’s going on in a particular area. Of
course (and I wouldn’t exactly recommend this), if you have a couple of kids and can make
sense of what is being said when both are talking to you at once, you’re pretty well on your
way to having good listening skills. 

While you listen to the conversations for the basic information, listen further for the intensity of the
conversation, the tone of the conversation, and the frequency of the conversation - you’ll be much
better able to visualize what’s going on. With a little practice, you’ll be amazed at what this enhanced
listening can do for you. You can get an overall picture of who is where and, in time, learn what to
expect next. It’s good to be prepared ahead of time, right? Experienced pilots can use this information
to make the system work better for them and also to help the controllers (ALWAYS appreciated!).

Some of the things you can learn from listening to all the conversations are what sort of traffic is
moving in and out around you and what you might expect as a result (maybe “vectors for traffic” if
there’s someone faster behind you), possible changes in WX/conditions ahead, and whether it’s OK to
talk to the controller (none of us wants to break into the middle of a conversation between ATC and
another pilot).

Professional pilots take cues from each other all the time. Have you ever been in an
airliner and had the seatbelt sign go on in smooth air? Chances are the pilot was
listening to other traffic in the area and heard someone ahead mention that they
were experiencing turbulence. The pilot might even come on the intercom and warn
the passengers that they may be encountering a few bumps ahead. It may not
happen, but it sure beats a nasty surprise any day.

I’ll finish with a simple example of what we light aircraft pilots
might learn by listening. Let’s say I’m in my Cardinal,

inbound for landing at Van Nuys from the north and I’m told to continue
straight in for 16R. I then hear the tower controller telling a Gulfstream jet to
taxi in position for takeoff on 16R, and about the time I’m maybe 5 miles from
touchdown, I hear a Lear Jet call in on the ILS. There are a couple of things I
might now want to be prepared for. One is that because of the Lear, the
controller may decide to sidestep me over to land on 16L, which means I’ll be
landing on a much shorter/narrower runway. OK, no biggie, but my option of
being able to “land long” just disappeared. The other is to be alert for the wake turbulence of the
departing Gulfstream. Both of these will affect my approach/landing decisions, but I can plan better
now because I was listening and have more information to act upon.

Fly Safely!

Claudia Ferguson
Safety, San Fernando Valley 99s
© CK Ferguson 2019



Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization
of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS®
promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our
unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

Join Us Online

Chapter Website - https://oc99s.org/

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s

Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

Happy May Birthdays!

1 Dee Chester
6 Pamela Bajwa
10 Mary Kohler
16 Celia Vanderpool
20 Colleen Handrahan
29 Diane Myers

If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to us at OCNinetynines@gmail.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many

to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.

Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com


