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October 2021
October 6—Business Meeting 6pm via ZOOM.
October 9—Fly-in/Poker Run with Fullerton
Chapter. See details in our new Fly-in
Chair’s (Tess’s) article on page 11. Click
here to register or on the link on page 11!
https://ticketstripe.com/events/1026515
October 20—General Meeting 6pm @ ACI Jet
North conference room. Please RSVP as
seating is limited. ——————————>
November 3—Business Meeting 6pm via ZOOM.
December 4—Holiday Party at the Duck Club.
More info to follow via Plane Tales and
email.

Have you flown anywhere new for a sandwich?
Let your editors know!

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES®
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support while
honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for
flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the
members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International
Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all
areas of aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the
fun of it!"

October General Meeting
Please join us for our October general
meeting on Wednesday, October 20th at ACI
Jet North (KSNA) at 6pm. Bring the kids! We
will have a guest speaker from Civil Air
Patrol. CAP is the auxiliary Air Force, a
volunteer organization aiding in disaster
relief, search and rescue, digital forensics,
and more.
Major Buentgen joined as a Cadet and is now
a high-ranking Senior Member. Learn all
about the different CAP missions, the fun
programs available for your kids or
grandkids, as well as what exactly CAP does.
Please RSVP to Jennifer by Oct 15
(jenn4dub@gmail.com). Will also be
available over Zoom. See you then!

ODE TO VEGAS by Jinifer Conover
Oven temps, I can’t breathe.
Hotel inviting smoky coolness
With its sea of slot machines and tables.
Do I smell horse poop and hay?
Hotel room, unpack, unwind
Wine bottles, plastic cups, marker, Jenn with 2 “N’s”
We share, we laugh, we sip, cheers!
My roommates, My sisters.
Irene, so youthful, so full of life
Our parallels, Our funnies
Feathers and fun, dress up time.
Jenn, so ambitious, so confident
Adventurous spirit - contagious
Sleep, inflatable pillow, the smell of vanilla.
Cindy, so driven and eager, so fun
Ready for anything, bring on life
Body mist queen
Sofia, so gentle, so bright
Faces life with grace and strength
I’ll share the next dessert with you anytime
Vegas, your lights, your sounds
Entertaining, money gone, I need sleep
Till we meet again.

Cindy Morris, Jinifer Conover, Sofia Nosratabadi, Jennifer Walinowicz, Irene Engard
Stacey Budell, Gene Nora, Tom Jensen

SOUTHWEST SECTION MEETING IN LAS VEGAS
By: Sofia Nosratabadi and Cindy Morris
The Southwest Section made the right move by hosting its Fall Business Meeting in Las Vegas. It’s not
every day that you get to conduct business in such a fun location. Just the drive alone was worth it,
especially for Cindy Morris, who has never driven through the desert in the daytime before.
That’s because Cindy is not from here. Judging by her SoCal accent, you would swear she is homegrown. But in fact, she is from Spain. Her American dad enrolled her into English-speaking International
schools in Spain, so you won’t detect any Spanish notes in her voice. Driving through the Mojave Desert,
Cindy was blown away by its massive scale and its honey colors.

Once you start hanging out with Cindy, you will quickly catch on that she is the type that “always knows
someone.” In Las Vegas, we got to be the lucky beneficiaries of her convivial charm when Cindy was
able to get us in gratis to see DJ Diplo at the Encore Beach Club at Wynn Hotel, because she knew the
promoter. It was very clever for her to pull this off, as she has never partied in Las Vegas before.
The Encore Beach Club is the type of place that offers large-format champagne: $300,000 for the 30liter (8-gallon) Ace of Spades Rosé. We didn’t have that kind of money, so we opted for the $10 tequila
shots that were a cross between Pine-Sol and lighter fluid.

We got back to our hotel room around 2:00 a.m., just in time to lay down and get back up again, for the
Southwest Section Business Meeting. This was Cindy’s first Southwest Section event. A mere 10 days
after becoming our new Fly-In Co-Chairman along with Teresa Karich, Cindy already began absorbing the
inner workings of our organization on a large scale beyond our little pond in Orange County.
It’s always fascinating to get first impressions of our organization from new members. The most
common reaction is amazement at how supportive the aviation environment is, and Cindy’s experience
was no exception. This event seemed to be specifically designed for her, putting her in touch with the
right people at the right time, to help her determine her next steps in training.
Cindy made some great connections with pilots that have done a fast-track program with ATP, American
Airlines, and the Sling Pilot Academy, incentivizing her to continue looking into a fast-track program at
these schools. Cindy also learned from the host of the Aviation Career Path Panel Discussion Seminar
that it doesn't matter where you get your certificate, but it does mean something to your future
employer to know how many airports you have landed at, and to see that your logbook is full of new
lessons learned.
This was also the Southwest Section’s first in-person meeting in 2 years since COVID, and its first hybrid
meeting of all time. Out of 111 total attendees, 80 members attended in-person at the South Point
Hotel, and 31 members attended via Zoom. There were 6 of us representing the Orange County
Chapter: Pat Prentiss, Irene Engard, Jennifer Walinowicz, Jinifer Conover, Cindy Morris and Sofia
Nosratabadi. Irene presented on the financial health of the Section, and Pat presented on its
bylaws/standing rules.

The rest of us got a lesson in decorum and a taste of what the future holds for us in terms of the size of
shoes to fill when participating in Southwest Section events. Apparently, one of the Chapters always
does a performance at these events, which in this case involved a cowboy song and dance:

And more song and dance at the Closing Dinner and Awards Ceremony (which also involved us sitting
next to Gene Nora of the Mercury 13, and the Northwest Section Governor/storyteller extraordinaire
Stacey Budell):

Las Vegas Glitz, Aviation Royalty, and the Sisterhood of the Ninety-Nines
By Jennifer Walinowicz
Las Vegas is an interesting place. My previous experience with the city didn’t really feature one
way or another, so when Jin pulled up to my house for our road trip, I was just excited to have a
girls’ weekend centered around The Ninety-Nines and aviation. Since I had only just returned
from a cross-country road trip the day before, I did the world’s worst job of packing (i.e.
throwing random articles of clothing and some shoes into a bag) and gathered a few necessities
for the room.
Six hours and one grocery stop later, we pulled up to the massive complex for the Southpoint
Hotel and Casino. We got out of my truck into what felt like an open oven door- 106 degrees!
We went into the heavenly air-conditioned building to check in and find our room, then met up
with Irene as she would keep us company the first night.
The first night, we had dinner with Irene where she introduced us to her friends from Fullerton
and San Diego, ending with the group outing to Las Vegas: The Extravaganza! at Bally’s. The
show was incredible, with all the different types of entertainment you might find in Las Vegas:
Showgirls, choreographed dance numbers, not one but THREE dirt bike riders circling a metal
cage, insanely strong women and men performing aerial lifts, a woman firing arrows toward
herself, and so on. It was quite the show!
The next day, Jin and I hit Hash House A Go Go for a delicious brunch followed by a tour of the
Bodies exhibit. Next, I attended the Chapter chair meeting where I got to interact with all the
Chairs from the Southwest Section- it was a great meeting. I’m really looking forward to sharing
with everyone some exciting new ideas we can try out! After that, it was back to the room to get
ready for the Friday night cocktail hour. We met some lovely ladies from the San Diego chapter,
who graciously took two Orange County interlopers in at their table. We had a great time
learning a bit about their aviation journeys, and we have plans to see them again soon for a joint
fly-in somewhere fun!
After some light hors d’ouevres, Irene, Jin and I headed back to the room to share some wine and
chat while we waited for Sofia and Cindy to arrive. After a good amount of “girl talk,” Sofia and
Cindy made their appearance after braving the Friday evening traffic along I15. We welcomed
them with wine and informed them we were going out. And then, well…..”What happens in
Vegas stays in Vegas!”
Saturday was a group breakfast followed by the section business meeting. We ‘first timers’ really
got to see how things run at the sectional level. It was a great experience, and I think each of us
took something different away from the meeting. Next, we all found ourselves at a career path
seminar after lunch, which was a hosted panel with an A&P/pilot, a regional pilot, a cargo pilot,
and a flight attendant-turned-airline pilot. It was interesting to hear all the different experiences
and pathways each of them took to get where they were, and no path was the same.
Finally, the weekend ended with the Saturday evening banquet. Sitting at a table as a chapter, we
were joined by five others who we hadn’t met yet. We were enjoying the table setting and our

salads when Irene sat down to join us, and pointed out who was sitting across the table from us:
Gene Nora Jessen. THE Gene Nora Jessen, of the Mercury 13. I was so awestruck, all the
questions I could have asked completely vacated my brain. Luckily, Cindy didn’t share my
problem, so I was content to eavesdrop on their conversation for a bit. After a while, I started
chatting with the other ladies (and gentleman) around the table about their aviation stories. Turns
out we were surrounded by NWS directors and the NWS Governor. It truly felt like a privilege as
a newer pilot to listen to each of their stories and hear the long lists of cool things they do or
have done. Did you know you can herd cattle with a helicopter while flying about ten feet off the
ground? How about that if you can fly a Piper Tri Pacer, you can probably fly any aircraft
(they’re pretty squirrely!). We also heard about a family in Oregon who owns an antique aircraft
restoration business and was planning to fly the whole family in a Grumman Goose up to Alaska
(until the family of ten turned into a party of fifteen). We heard so many cool stories, I just sat
there pinching myself, and silently hoping someday I’d have stories half as cool to share around
a dinner table.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
By: Sofia Nosratabadi
We gathered on a balmy Saturday evening in Kelsi’s beautiful backyard to learn about our flying origins,
future goals, and non-aviation personal trivia. To say that we learned something about each other is an
understatement. This is how diverse we are:
Nana Alqahtani is from Saudi Arabia, where women were not even allowed to fly until last year. Nana is
planning on getting her private pilot certificate from Sunrise Aviation at John Wayne, with a CFI who
makes her enjoy her flight training with his sharp sense of humor. Nana also paraglides, which she and
Kelsi plan to do in tandem. Nana is here on a full science scholarship, and she works at the CHOC
Children’s Hospital. What she really wants in life is to be near airplanes.
Rhianne Karpinski Silva is from Brazil, and she is here on a work visa. She got her private pilot
certificate in Brazil 10 years ago, where she flew a Citabria, a tailwheel and Cessnas. When she ran out
of money for flight training, she started flying with friends to stay in the game. She was planning to save
money here and move back to Brazil, but she loves it so much here that she wants to stay here forever if
her visa allows. She thinks it may be too late for her to begin her aviation career, but we disagree.
Trish Magdaleno shares something in common with Rhianne – she also started out in a Citabria. Due to
her hectic schedule, CFI changes and COVID, Trish did her training in fits and starts, which is a condition
that’s common among female trainees. However, Trish does not consider herself late to the aviation
party, and she is hoping to go to Sunrise Aviation to finish up her private pilot training by the end of the
year. Trish is an avid hiker/backpacker, having taken on hiking challenges such as Yosemite and other
similar trails. This year, Trish plans on hiking Mount Langley, which is rated as difficult.
Cindy Morris is from Spain, having also lived in other countries. Her parents met in Venezuela. Her
mom is Spanish, and her dad is American, working for Boeing. He has owned planes before she was

born but had to sell them to stop the monetary hemorrhaging. Cindy never thought she would be a
pilot, so she went into accounting. When she finally dipped her toe into aviation and trained to become
a flight attendant, she finished in the year 2008, which was apparently the wrong time to be a flight
attendant, as there were no jobs. When Cindy came to the U.S., she had one memorable discovery
flight from Torrance to Long Beach, which got her hooked on flying. She went to Riverside to do her
flight training, and she takes great pride in her home airport – it has a wide runway, and it
accommodates coyote crossings (Cindy has never seen a possum or a raccoon before). Upon getting her
private pilot certificate (after working full time and training on weekends), Cindy started racking up her
X-C hours by flying out of Corona with a fellow pilot from her flight school. Cindy wants to be an airline
pilot and plans on enrolling in the American Airlines Cadet Academy. This will serve her overall life goal
of being everywhere except at home.
Jennifer Walinowicz fell into aviation by accident. She never fantasized about being a pilot as a kid. But
when she became a flight attendant at 18, she loved it. When Jenn started noticing ladies in the flight
deck, it got her thinking that someday, she too would like to move from the back of the plane to the
front. So, starting out from zero, Jenn got herself through private, IFR and Commercial training in just
2.5 years (counting 1 year that she took off from private training). Jenn started out at John Wayne
airport and finished in Minnesota, which she considers her favorite flying base. Her training sounds
almost unbelievable – it took her only 50 days to get her IFR rating, which included taking her written
IFR test just 7 days before her IFR checkride! The beauty of Minnesota is that there is no traffic there,
allowing you to finish faster. Plus, it’s very picturesque there. Everything is green and lush in this Land
of 10,000 Lakes. Jenn wants to be an aerial firefighter. She is also an avid hobby collector, having
learned how to sail, drive a Zamboni ice resurfacer, chase the Baja 1000 race in her truck as a support
vehicle, go off-roading, and ride a motorcycle. She is often referred to as a “Jenn of All Trades.”
Jinifer Conover is a relatively newcomer to the 99s, having joined in April 2020. However, all her jobs
have always been in aviation: maintenance, flight school receptionist, ground school instructor, and
now Boeing. Jin grew up in a trailer park, where she and her friend would get up on the roof of a trailer
and lay on a blanket so they could watch planes in the sky. Like Trish, Jin started and stopped her flight
training many times, and now she is in good hands at the OC Flyers Club with CFI Carol Bennett (whose
past instructor was Pam Hengsteler!). Jin enjoys 3D printing and designing, having designed many
Marvel character masks for her son. Her favorite pastime is RV window-shopping!
Kelsi Calvillo started her aviation life at an astonishing 1.5 months old. Her dad was a private pilot with
an IFR rating out of John Wayne, so Kelsi has been around planes since before she can remember.
When she turned 17, Kelsi got a free discovery flight as a birthday gift. But, in her infinite wisdom, she
passed it up because she didn’t want to go to Corona! Having come to her senses afterwards, she
decided to give it a try anyway, which meant that she now had to pay for the discovery flight herself.
After committing to do flight training, Kelsi got her private pilot certificate. Kelsi is part of the OC Flyers
Club, where Jin serves on its Board of Directors. Kelsi is adamant that she wants to fly for fun and not
make it into a career so she doesn’t lose her passion for flying. Kelsi is also a dancer, which is a passion
that she shares with Nana, who is good at tango.
Sofia Nosratabadi is from Russia and is perpetually putting up with spy jokes. Like Jenn, she fell into
aviation semi-accidentally. Having received a discovery flight as a birthday gift over 10 years ago, Sofia’s
first flying attempt was terrifying. She could not relax into it, even though her flight instructor was right
beside her, so the flight wasn’t “enjoyable” in the normal sense. As luck would have it, Sofia received
another discovery flight as a birthday gift 10 years later, which she may or may not have initiated

herself. This time, it was a much better experience, enough to try flying just one more time. And then
just one more … then one more until Sofia found herself knee-deep in IFR training, thinking about
becoming a cargo pilot and trying a transatlantic crossing someday. Sofia’s favorite pastime is an
experimental project on human nature, disguised as scrapbooking.
Chris Cox is from Long Beach and is our resident helicopter pilot. Chris started out flying in her
neighbor’s Bonanza in elementary school, because her mom was a bookkeeper for him. He is Chris’ role
model – despite becoming paralyzed after a plane crash, he continued to fly, which inspired Chris to fly
too. Chris joined the 99s in Colorado, where she moved after getting married, but she eventually moved
back to Long Beach. Chris has both fixed wing and helicopter ratings. Having initially trained in an untowered airport, Chris was shocked by the aural bombardment over the radio when she moved back to
do her IFR training in Long Beach. She was so overwhelmed by the noise from the air traffic there, that
she took time off from flying for a while, until one day she got lured back into flying by her friend’s wife.
Chris loves flying helicopters because you can land in a small area (you don’t need a runway), and when
you’re sight-seeing, you can just stop and see it. You can also fly VFR in less-than-VFR weather because
you can fly a lot lower. One thing Chris misses about flying a fixed wing aircraft, though, is that it allows
her to go flying on a whim. Helicopters, on the other hand, are difficult to rent, and you can’t let go of
any controls while flying, so it’s a lot busier. Chris didn’t tell her parents about her flight training until
she was finished with it.
Pam Hengsteler is our most experienced pilot. While she joined the 99s in 1985, she has been in
aviation for the last 35 years. She is currently the Assistant Chief Flight Instructor at Sunrise Aviation at
John Wayne. Pam is also an Amelia Earhart scholarship winner, which is how she got her CFI rating.
Pam enjoys teaching, meeting new people, new planes, and new avionics. The most fulfilling part of her
job is working with the different cultures and figuring out how to get the point across to such a diverse
audience. She prides herself in knowing people from 35 different countries!

Flygirl, Tess Karich, checking in…..
Hi ladies, it's been a while since my last check-in. As I am sure you heard,
Jennifer has been elevated to the Vice Chair of our Chapter, leaving a void
for Chapter Fly-in Chair. Cindy Morris and I will attempt to fill Jenn’s shoes.
Those are some large shoes to fill but we are going to do our best!
As I mentioned in a recent email, we have some ideas we’re bouncing
around. The Fullerton 99s’ Poker Run is the first outside chapter fly-in we
will join this year. It looked like so much fun that we simply had to do it!
Save the date: Saturday October 9th 9am-1pm.
In addition to the Fullerton Poker Run, here are some ideas Cindy and I
came up with:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Santa Barbara
Corona (as a potential alternate)
Flabob (another potential alternate)
Cable
Apple Valley
Bermuda Dunes
Tehachapi

I am told by a trusted source that Tehachapi has a place to pick apples
and that our gals have done this in the past. I am doing some
investigating, and preliminarily it looks like apple picking starts on
September 23rd. Since we are pretty booked up through October with
airshows and the Poker Run, I am keeping my fingers crossed that the
orchards will still be open into early November.
In addition to sharing our future fly-in plans, I promised that I would share my recent experience flying to
Tehachapi. As some of you know I also hang with a bunch of aviator dudes called the TGIF group. The name is
due to the fact we have dinner every Friday night then we usually fly to get a $100 burger somewhere on
Saturday, usually within a couple hundred miles. Well, a couple of weeks ago I flew my trusty little Cessna 150,
N150HF, to Tehachapi. It took me 1:20 to get there and 1:40 to get back. Yay, I logged 3 hours that day. But, I
must say that it is a lot of work in my Cessna 150. My hubby is my co-pilot and he helps out a little, which really
reduces my workload. I do have to say, that was a fun flight to navigate. I also got to see how my 150 performs
when the temps are warm and the airport elevation is 4,000 feet! Flying to Tehachapi, I navigated via El Monte,
Burbank and Agua Dulce. I took the same route on the return.
I must say that I have never taken off from a 4,000 foot runway! Not only was the length of the runway new to me,
but it was also 85 degrees and the density altitude was 6,000 feet. My Cessna was having a heck of a time
climbing outta there! I leaned the mixture and just picked the best rate of climb and prayed that I was going to clear
the windmills! Which I did. I didn’t have to circle to climb, which I was prepared to do. Honestly, I don’t know how
career pilots do it, my butt gets so sore from flying so long! OK, so… I am ready to do it again! Let's hope the
apple picking continues into November.
Click here to register for the Poker Run! https://ticketstripe.com/events/1026515

My first flight to Catalina Island

~By Cindy Morris

What an amazing experience, my first flight to Catalina Island.
Jennifer Walinowicz, our captain, Jinifer Conover and I as SIC took off
from KFUL. I got there a bit early, so I decided to stop by a coffee shop
near the airport that surprisingly had fresh brewed coffee and my
favorite espresso. We already had a good start with some good coffee.
As we were pre-flighting we noticed they topped off our aircraft and
the weight and balance sheets were indicating we were a little
overweight. We decided to leave our bags in our cars and only take
the necessary items with us and utilize a maximum aircraft
performance take off. This plan was a good job of making sure we
were safe.
Once airborne I was already delighted with the view of Knotts Berry Farm. Then there was the calm and professional
managing of the controls by Jennifer W. as we felt the turbulence caused by the updrafts when we took off.
Continuing our climb to 4,500 feet, the air was really smooth. We followed the direction of the Seal Beach VORTAC,
allowing us to see Los Alamitos Airport, Long Beach Airport, the Seal Beach National Refuge area and the Long Beach
port. I love the coast views; they never get old.
Once released by ATC to Catalina Island CTAF, I heard the great handling of communications from Jennifer W indicating
visual checkpoints to the nearby traffic. We flew over Two Harbors to enter a 45 degree turn towards the downwind of
Runway 22. As we approached, I understood the difficulties of landing at Catalina. The runway from above looks
challenging, but Jennifer had very good control of the aircraft and our descent was smooth and we landed perfectly.
They also fixed the potholes so no need to taxi like a snake. :D
We met with Diane, Echo, Pam and Tess and I ordered a buffalo sandwich.
The food was great, as well as the views of the island. So now I understand
the hype of landing at Catalina Airport. While I was eating, Diane surprised
me with a Certificate of Navigation, which made the flight even more
extraordinary.
I enjoyed getting to know more of the amazing women we have in our
chapter. Pam shared with us her hours of adventures over water trying to
find Sword fish and what safety elements she used in case of an emergency. I
loved the fact that with everyone’s experiences, you learn something new. After a nice meal and chat, we walked
around the facilities and took a few pictures. I was so happy to be there and wanted to take as many memories as I
could.
When we took off, we decided to fly around the Island before going back to
KFUL. Avalon and the entire island were gorgeous. The light green colors
and the beaches really stand out from the air. We also had the opportunity
to fly over the airport!
I really enjoyed the great company and group that made it to this fly in. I am
so excited to be able to have more fly-ins. This was truly a memorable
experience!

First time at Catalina and John Wayne

~By Echo Liu

Fabulous ladies, my name is Echo. This is my second time
flying with the OC Chapter for a fly-in. It was a great experience
to fly with Pam, Diane, and Teresa. I just got my PPL in July at
El Monte and haven't flown much after the check-ride. Catalina
and John Wayne are two of the most challenging airports for me
to fly to. When I saw Jennifer post the event on Facebook, I told
myself I had to go.
When I arrived at the airport, I saw all the big commercial jets
takeoff and land next to us, which was a new experience for me.
Pam and Diane did a great pre-flight inspection and everyone
got in and we taxied to run up area 20L. During the taxi
process, there was a lot of communication required and ground traffic was definitely busier than where I
normally fly. After the run up, we took off at Runway 20L. Our flight plan was to fly along the coast towards
Palos Verdes and then to Catalina. At the beginning I was confused why we couldn't fly direct to Catalina.
Diane explained to me later that it was a shorter distance, and it would also give us more time to climb before
we went over the ocean. SoCal cleared us through Bravo
and we were heading to our destination. A couple of
minutes later, I saw Catalina in front of us, which was a
completely different view than from a boat. It was such an
amazing feeling that I held my breath and it reminded me
of when I first started training at Santa Monica Airport
where me and my instructor would fly out to Malibu to
practice maneuvering. Those initial flights, I felt so
scared looking down at the ocean that I screamed the first
time I did a power off stall. After a lot of practice, I got
my check-ride done and overcame the fear of heights. The
hard work paid off today and it was awesome to fly over Catalina.
When we got close to the Catalina Airport, I heard there was quite a lot of traffic out there. We flew towards
the mid field of the airport and joined right downwind for Runway
22. During the whole pattern I felt like we were low, almost
touching the mountain, because of the visual illusions. When we
approached Runway 22, it looked like an aircraft carrier at the top of
a flat mountain. There are a few considerations to take into account
when landing at Catalina Airport. One is the density altitude, which
can reach around 5,000 feet during the summertime. The aircraft
performance is decreased resulting in longer take off rolls and poor
climb performance. Also, the runway is only 3,000 feet and 2%degree uphill grade. All these factors made landing Catalina super
challenging. Thanks to Pam and Diane, landing was smooth and
easy. After we got out of the plane, we had a good lunch with the
fantastic OC 99 girls. On the way back we made a right crosswind
departure and went through Palos Verdes to get back to John Wayne.
It was a unique experience flying out of an airport located within Class C airspace and landing at an airport
with an aircraft carrier style runway. I learned so many things during this fly-in. Thank you to everyone in the
OC 99s!
Click on the following link to view Tess’s video of their flight to Catalina Airport:

https://youtu.be/FFFrYCoWiBA

Aircraft Annual 2021 – Wow, time flies!

~By Melody Liddell

It dawned on me that this was my 11th consecutive owner-assisted annual inspection. I thought back to
2010, when I first bought my airplane as a student pilot. At that time, I was fortunate enough to be
extended the offer of assisting in the inspection so I may have a better understanding of just exactly
what I’d gotten myself into. The difference from my very first annual to this one: night and day.
The inspection checklist for my PA-28 is roughly 6 pages. There are definite, essential maintenance tasks
to be performed; but, a good percentage is going over the whole plane with a fine-toothed comb. I’ve
tried to keep this article down to a few, simple tasks, since engines and airframes (to a certain degree)
can be daunting, confusing, and overwhelming.
The first task at hand, and the most labor intensive (in my opinion), is jacking up the plane, attaching a
tail weight, and removing all three wheels to repack the bearings. It’s my favorite task, only because I
have my packing skills down to a science. Haha! There are a total of six bearings, two on each wheel,
outer and inner. I have been taught that it’s important to be absolutely certain the bearings don’t get
mixed up upon reassembly, since the bearing “mates” to the race on the inside of each wheel. Now, I’m
sure other mechanics or shops might say it’s no big deal to switch them around. But, I prefer to
maintain my plane with stringent quality standards; so I keep them all separated and labeled (please
excuse the apple in the picture). First, you must clean off last year’s grease (the red stuff) in solvent.
Then hold it to the light to make sure it’s completely clean and clear before repacking. This project
usually takes a full day; so I’m happy to get the time consuming items out of the way first.

Next up is checking the compression on the cylinders. My Cherokee has four. The very first thing is to
check to see if the air tank has the proper amount of pressure. There are two faces on the gauge, one
attaches to the compressed air, which is set at 80 psi. The second gauge reads the amount of ‘leaking’
air from the cylinder, after the top spark plug has been removed, and the hose is inserted. (No cylinder
is ever air tight, by the way.) Then my A&P manipulates the propeller to reach top-dead-center, also
known as TDC. I will absolutely spare the details, but that is where you will get the accurate
compression reading on the gauge. You hope to see 70/80 and above. Some mechanics will allow for a
compression reading of 65/80, but that is the absolute minimum acceptable. If the compression reads
lower, that can mean many things, but possibly a bad cylinder that might need replacing or overhaul.
The difference between the 80 psi being forced into the cylinder, and the amount it “leaks” is what you
would call tolerance or acceptability. All four of mine were 76-78/80. Very healthy cylinders.
Whew! Side note: I know a few 99s rent airplanes, and I suggest you ask the flight school or the person

who maintains the airplane(s) what the result of the compression test was from the last annual. It never
hurts to have an abundance of knowledge.’

Next on the aircraft annual list is installation of eight new spark plugs. I do this at every annual, even
though it’s not 100% necessary. But, I always go above and beyond when it comes to safety. When
installing new plugs, it is imperative to smear the threads of the plugs with nickel anti-seize. Obviously,
our engines are heating and cooling on a regular basis, and failing to apply the anti-seize will make it
impossible to remove the plugs the next time they need to come out. Extreme care must be taken when
applying the nickel to the threads to avoid getting any, and I mean ANY, near the electrode, because
nickel is conductive and you do not want any conductivity anywhere near the spark plugs. When you
look down at the top of the plug, the electrode should be a nice, clear round shape. When it starts to
resemble and oval or “football”, it’s probably time to get some new plugs.

The next task is removing the inspection plates on the underside of each wing. There are three on each
side. These intentional “holes” on the wings allow you to really get a good
look inside for suspicious activity, but primarily corrosion. Inspecting the
integrity of the wing spar (and bolts) is also essential. This year, the
internals of my wings this looked good.
There are many, many more items involved in annual
inspection. Maybe during my “Annual 2022” I will cover more
of those!

A True Cross Country

~By Jessica Yant

On Aug 16, I got to meet my new baby. I didn’t birth her but she is
certainly my child. For one thing, we both love the colors blue and gold.
Once we met, it was love at first sight. I’m talking, of course, about my
new (to me) Piper Archer 3.
My friend and former Piper owner Kimmie and I took two commercial
flights to Bluegrass Airport in Lexington, Kentucky to go pick my girl up
and bring her home. What follows is a short synopsis of our entire
journey, as the unabridged version would probably span several
hundred pages! We had quite the adventure…
As we began the first leg of our journey at KLEX, the first thing I noticed about this apparent Class Charlie airport was
that it was a lot quieter than what we are used to at home. I knew we weren’t in Kansas anymore when my airplane
broker told me that we could do our run-up in the non-movement area
and then talk to ground. No clearance delivery here! As we lined-up for
our first take off in my new plane, I couldn’t help but feel excited and a
sense that we were about to embark on an epic journey back to Southern
California.
So, it turns out there is this thing called “weather” that happens around
the rest of the country. I had heard of it in books but I never knew the
stories told were true! I spent at least 10 hours over several days plotting
our route home—making sure that I had the right amount of fuel stops
and back-up plans for my back-up plans. Then of course, the
thunderstorms had to ruin all that. The original route that we had planned on using had to be changed constantly to
account for the cells that surrounded us. Kimmie was a gigantic help; she helped me navigate around the storms and
used her IFR training to keep us safe more than once!
Because we spent so much time dodging the cells, our first fuel stop was
altered and we ended up landing at a random, non-towered airport that
was close by: Union City, Tennessee. Imagine our surprise when we pull
up to the FBO, and what is waiting for us on the ground but a 99s
Compass Rose! We saw it as a sign we were meant to land there.
As we are refueling, a man on a hoverboard comes racing towards us.
(We knew it was us since there was no one else on the field.) He comes
over and introduces himself as Justin, in the deepest Tennessee accent
I’ve ever heard, and says that he just had “to come over and say hi
because it’s not too often [they] see two women get out of one plane.” Too funny! As penance, we made him take too
many photos of us in front of the 99s Compass Rose.
Back on the trail again, the thunderstorms managed to get the best of us, and we found
ourselves diverted to Little Rock, Arkansas. As I had a funeral to be home to in three days,
and the storms were persisting all week, we ultimately made the decision to hangar my girl
and come back for her when the skies were bluer. No get-there-itis here! A week and a half
later, we returned to Adams airport to continue our saga. The plan was to head south to
Houston, to have lunch with my boyfriend’s mom who lives there, spend the night in San
Antonio and finish the journey. In anticipation of needing a crew car, I called ahead to the
FBO. When I asked the woman on the phone if there was a time limit on the car, she
replied, “Not really, but you can tell him that he can bring it back before 3pm,” assuming
that I was the receptionist and not the pilot. When we showed up at the desk, she was

surprised to see me standing there instead. I think in her embarrassment, she
offered me a Cadillac as the crew car. I took it without hesitation. I mean, I do
look pretty cool.
From Houston we dodged rain to San Antonio, which was a lovely city I’d be
happy to return to! We spent the night near the River Walk and got eaten alive by
Texas mosquitoes. It was a blast. We decided that we would have an early start
and try to make it to SoCal the whole next day so at 5:15am, we met in the lobby
and took an Uber to Stinson Airport, just outside of San Antonio.
There are so many things I learned how to do on this trip, but fueling my own airplane had to top them in terms of
hilarious new-pilot learning experiences. To begin with, we couldn’t find the supposed 24-hour self-service fuel on the
airport when we arrived. Kimmie walked one direction and I walked the other. We finally found a lovely man named
Doug to help us out and point us to the obscured sign half a mile down the airport. When you are fueling your own
airplane, here are some important things to remember:
1. If there are two tanks, make sure that you pull the hose from the tank that says 100LL, not Jet Fuel A!
2. Make sure that you park your airplane close to the tanks so that your hose will reach both tanks.
3. If you are fueling in the early mornings, make sure you have a flashlight because it’s hard to see in those things.
4. There is a cap on top of the fueler (duh!) Make sure to remove this because if you don’t, you’d better hope that friend
you brought along with you for this adventure likes to smell gasoline for hours straight because you will be wearing it.
Have I mentioned that I’m a new pilot?
From San Antonio, we made it on one tank to Fabens, TX which is just outside of El Paso. Fabens is the cutest airport,
with both the traffic and the weather being reported by Lucy, the FBO manager over the radio when you announce your
intention to land. Fabens airport was surrounded by orchards, so much so that I had to overfly the airport to even find it!
This trip made me realize that there are a thousand fun, small airports like Fabens that dot our country. It gave me a lot
of gratitude for what we are privileged to do.
We landed next at Goodyear in Arizona. The temperature on the ground was 110, so honestly, I can’t remember much
because we made it our mission to get in and out of that state as quickly as we could. Respect for anyone who can
tolerate that; I’m a SoCal softie myself.
As I landed my new plane for the first time at John Wayne and approached my new tie-down, I felt an immense sense of
relief and pride at what we had managed to accomplish. There were countless people along our journey who asked us
what we were doing and their reactions when we told them were always priceless. That trip was one for the books and a
lifetime experience I’ll never forget. A huge, massive Thank you to my wonderful co-pilot who helped me navigate and
communicate while I was aviating. The importance of being on the same page with the person in your right seat cannot
be overstated! Kimmie is a phenomenal pilot who taught me so much about my new plane and I’m eternally grateful.
And thank you to everyone who cheered us on from home. It was wonderful knowing that we had a whole team of
cheerleaders watching over us. Now… who wants to go fly?!

Go-Arounds Happen…
Takeoffs are optional, landings are not. Right? Well… eventually what goes up must come down, but not necessarily on
the first try. Unless you’re in an extraordinary situation of some sort, any particular landing is NOT really mandatory. This
month, I’d like to visit the subject of go-arounds. While it’s not a good idea to get into the habit of doing them all the time,
it’s a good idea to practice them once in a while, and ALWAYS be ready to execute one. You may not have an
acceptable alternative.
Takeoff and landing phases are the most critical of any flight so it’s always a good idea to get them done right (read:
SAFELY). And, as smart pilots know, the go-around is used when a particular landing looks like it’s not
going to be such a good idea after all. Executing a go-around isn’t something to be embarrassed about
(never bring your ego into the cockpit!) and can, in fact, save you from some rather unpleasant,
embarrassing and potentially expensive other things, which I won’t go into here, but you get the idea.
The point is that if it’s not right, try a “do over”. Student pilots are subjected to go-arounds with great
regularity, and all of us should practice them so that when (notice I didn’t say “if”) it’s time to do them, we’ll be all set to go
(around). 
Again, go-arounds are used when a landing is not otherwise desirable. Just to get you thinking, here is a partial list of
some of those “not desirables”:
 The tower tells you to go around,
 The tower doesn’t tell you anything, but you see an airplane on the runway that’s not going to clear off in time,
 You have a clear runway but you’ve received no landing clearance from the tower,
 You see another aircraft trying to land on the same runway, but in the opposite direction,
 You are too…(take your pick from): high, fast, slow, low, sideways, close to a 757… on final and there isn’t time to
fix it before you get to the runway,
 You are on an instrument approach at the missed approach point and you do not see the runway,
 You become aware that your landing gear is not down and locked,
 Wind gusts/turbulence are limiting your ability to safely touch down,
 You are told that the local eatery is closed, (just checking to see if you’re reading these)
 Van Nuys suddenly looks very much like Burbank (one night many years ago, I actually heard someone make this
mistake),
 You have any doubts that your landing will be safely executed.
Go-arounds can be broken down into just a few basic steps (have you got a checklist for them on your
clipboard???). The whole point, of course, is to get you out of a landing profile and into a takeoff profile
as quickly, smoothly and safely as possible. Once the maneuver starts to look like a takeoff, you can fly
the takeoff profile just as if that’s what you’d done to start with.
The basic things to remember during a go-around are: Pitch, Power, Drag. Pitch and power are applied together (or else
pitch up first if you need to do things in sequential order), and then when you get a positive rate of climb, clean up the
drag (flaps & gear). Trim as necessary, of course. Unless you fly a REALLY old airplane, the pilot’s operating handbook
(flight manual) will describe the appropriate technique for your airplane. As always, let me encourage you to go out and
practice, especially if you’ve not done these for a while!
There are a few other things to think about:
 Remember that when you add power, the nose of the airplane may have a tendency to pitch up.
Control the pitch and trim the aircraft in a takeoff attitude.
 Don’t delay in adding power, either. Smoothly apply takeoff power right away because you want all
you can get as soon as possible.
 You’ll want to bring your flaps to takeoff setting as soon as you’ve started to climb, and then fully retract them as
soon as practicable. Those flaps are useful when you’re in a landing profile, but you sure won’t want all the drag
they provide when you’re trying to climb.
 And one more thing… if you’ve made your go-around under a sudden stressful situation (maybe the wind was
gusting and you just couldn’t put it down?) don’t forget to take a deep breath and try to calm yourself down so you
are thinking clearly before you set up your landing again.
Fly smart and safe - gravity never loses, so you should always shoot for a “draw”!
Claudia Ferguson,Safety, San Fernando Valley 99s, Aviation Safety Counselor
© CK Ferguson 2021, With appropriate thanks to Chuck Ferguson, and also John Deakin of Avweb.com.

Happy October Birthdays!
5 Patti Siegfried
5 Chris Cox
7 Lois Dillman
7 Marci Mauthe
18 Shirley McFall
19 Arlene Wilske
21 Trish Magdaleno
28 Rhianne Silva
29 Maddy Bloom
31 Becky Valdez
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99
women pilots, the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Join us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

