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August General Meeting

August 4—Business Meeting 6pm via ZOOM.
August 21—Fly-in (Destination & time TBD.)
August 28—Save the date for a fun, informative
meeting in Costa Mesa. Check your email
for more info.
September 1—Business Meeting 6pm via ZOOM.
September 9-12—2021 Fall NWS/SWS Joint
Section Meeting in Las Vegas, NV Click here
to register.

Do you know what to bring on a long cross
country over the desert? How do you actually
inflate a plane tire on your own?
To learn the answers, join us for an interactive
event in Jessica Yant's backyard on August 28th
from 4-7pm!

Rotate through five stations focusing on
different areas of aviation knowledge. You'll be
September 19—Fly-in (Destination & time TBD.)
able to learn something new and take something
September—Our Annual Meeting at ACI before a
bbq and demonstration at the John Wayne home while getting to know more of your 99s
fire station. More info with date & time to
sisters. You'll also be able to help us get ready to
follow.
host a booth at the Pacific Airshow.
October 1-3—Pacific Airshow in Huntington
Beach & a general meeting with a guest
speaker.
October 6—Business Meeting 6pm via ZOOM.
October 17—Fly-in (Destination & time TBD.)
November 3—Business Meeting 6pm via ZOOM.
November—Pacific Aviation Flight School will be
hosting dinner and allow us time in the
sim.
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS® promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and
mutual support while honoring our unique history and sharing
our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots,
the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International
Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of
aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Look out for an email from Kimmie with more
info, including a potluck sign up sheet and
Jessica's address!

Top row: Pat Prentiss, Diane Titterington-Machado, Pam Hengsteler, Kimmie Yehling, Diane Myers
2nd row: Claudia Ferguson (SFV), Chris Stulik, Jennifer Walinowicz, Minfei Chen (LGB), Irene Engard
3rd row: Linda Abrams, Carol Bennett, Sofia Nosratabadi, Mariko Herrera, Sheena Templo (LGB)
4th row: Shirley McFall, Becky Valdez, Kelsi Calvillo, Echo Liu (SFV), Jinifer Conover
Bottom row: Sanjal Gavande, Maddy Mearsch, Nikki Blanchard

June 13, 2021 Pilot of the Year Zoom by Diane Titterington-Machado
2020-2021 Chairman Sanjal Gavande gave her last report before turning in her gavel. Zoom business and
general meetings were mostly the norm in addition to a backyard aviation movie and two outside social
gatherings at Hangar 24. A masked SNA terminal meeting gave members an opportunity to view our chapter's
women pilot display. Excellent Zoom program topics included weather, carrier landings and early SoCal
women pilots. We had three chapter fly-ins, two museum visits and Sofia, Melody and Pat each made LAX
landings. Sofia helped the San Gabriel Chapter paint the compass rose at Chino Airport.
OC99's new private Facebook Group has proven a great platform for polls, announcing fly-ins, posting general
meeting locations and encouraging members to fly together. Be sure to check this regularly. You can ask to be
a copilot or offer a right seat. It's always more fun to fly together and you'll get extra eyes for traffic. We are up
to 536 Instagram followers so remember to post on oc99s. Our 2017 OC99 Roster photo yearbook was
updated and reprinted. While the pandemic tried to keep us down, we certainly were as active as safely
possible.
WELCOME to our OC99's newest members: Jinifer Conover, Riley Thompson, Maddy Blum, Sherry
Saavedra, Kendall Sinosky, Kyra Duncan, Cynthia Morris and Nikki Blanchard
Welcome back reinstated members Katy Farney and Brandy Raphael, and transfer member Donna Harris—
who recently represented us quite well in the Air Race Classic, see page 7.
NEW RATINGS: It's exciting to see so many new licenses and ratings this year. Tiphani Sach Tolan earned
her Flight Instructor rating last fall. Three days ago, June 10th, Tiphani passed her checkride for her multiengine commercial license. Chris Cox, already a fixed wing pilot, last summer earned her Instrument
Helicopter rating and recently her Commercial Helicopter license. Our Chairman, Sanjal Gavande, earned her
Commercial license.
USAF pilot, Maddy Mearsch received her copilot qualification in the AC-130J Ghostrider—the most heavilyarmed gunship in history. Please correct the Roster—it costs $150 million dollars! Maddy joined the 99s as a
teen student pilot and it's a joy to follow her progression in flying.
NEW PILOTS: We regret we can't pin our newly minted pilots in person. That doesn't mean we are any less
proud. In the last year, these members earned their wings (PPL); Isabel Burton, Jennifer Phillips, Sherry
Saavedra, Kendal Sinosky, Sofia Nosratabadi and Jennifer Walinowicz. Jenn, only 50 days later, passed her

checkride for her Instrument rating, then earned her tailwheel and spin endorsements. These members have
worked really hard and we congratulations them all! Presented by Diane T-M
SCHOLARSHIPS: Irene Engard, Scholarship Chairman, introduced our three OC99 scholarships recipients.
In addition to these, with coaching from Irene, two of our members were awarded outside scholarships. Sofia
Nosratabadi received the coveted Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship and Kyra Duncan received the First
Wings Award to complete her PPL.
Generous donations allowed our chapter to award three $3,000 scholarships, which is incredible. The Shirley
Tanner Memorial Scholarship was awarded to OC99 Jennifer Walinowicz. The Linda Eldridge Memorial
Scholarship was awarded to Minfei Chen of the Long Beach Chapter. And, the Eleanor Todd Aviation
Scholarship was awarded to Sheena Templo of the Long Beach Chapter. You can read more information on
all three awardees on page 5.
2021 PILOT OF THE YEAR: Sanjal Gavande stepped forward as a volunteer since becoming a member in
2018. Even with a demanding career as an aerodynamics and performance engineer, she made time to attend
most of our chapter's business and general meetings. She served as our Publicity and Public Relations Chair,
getting write-ups in the JWA newsletter. For 12 years we discussed having a display case in the JWA terminal
to highlight women pilots for traveler's viewing. Sanjal made it happen. The Chapter received quite a bit of
stage time when the history of the organization was brought to life at Gate 14. Simple but elegant, the display
made a great statement to the public by highlighting both women pilots and the 99s. Well done!
The year before, Sanjal added an Instrument rating and last year a Commercial Certificate to her pilot
credentials. Wrestling with the many challenges presented by COVID, she led our chapter as Chairman with
grace, a warm smile and a very gentle style of management.
Congratulations from your Orange County Chapter! Pat Prentiss presented this award.
2021 PROFESSIONAL PILOT OF THE YEAR is Janise Lambert. She has an Airline Transport Pilot rating, a
multi-engine rating, an instrument rating and is a certified flight instrument instructor. She is type rated in both a
Beech 350 Super King Air and an Airbus 320.
Janise accumulated flight time as a CFII at Orange County Flight Center, John Wayne Airport. Her next flight
position was as a Part 135 charter pilot at Advanced Air Charters, Hawthorne Airport while also serving as their
Director of Safety and Instructor for their charter operations.
Three years ago, Janise Lambert became an airline pilot for Spirit Airlines. She flies their bright yellow Airbus
320. The color is great for seeing and avoiding. Spirit Airlines flies in the United States and South America.
Interesting that Janise flies for an airline with the name Spirit, as she has a great spirit for flying and she loves
talking about her passion of flying with flight attendants and others who she comes in contact with during her
flights. She is a wonderful ambassador for aviation as she continues to encourage others to learn to fly.
Chris Stulik was proud to announce the Professional Pilot of the Year award as she had the pleasure of
working dispatch at OCFC when Janise was a very popular flight instructor at the school. Chris remembers
many fun and exciting times together at OCFC.
Congratulation Janise for being our Professional Pilot of the Year! More on Janise on page 4.
2021 to 2022 BOARD MEMBERS: Pat Prentiss presided over the installation of new officers.
Kimmie Yehling accepted the office of Chairman. We are grateful for this, and for the following officers who
have been doing such a great job who will continue as our board members: Kelsi Calvillo as Vice Chairman,
Sofia Nosratabadi as Secretary and Lena Wilson as Treasurer.

Meet Our 2021 Professional Pilot of the Year!
Janise Lambert—Professional POY: I grew up on top of a
secluded hill in San Juan Capistrano with an abundance of
freedom and imagination that helped shape me into who I am
today. Back then it was a small town with lots of orange trees,
strawberry fields and horses. I knew I wanted to fly from a very
young age. My mother recalled a conversation we had together
when I was three. I told her I wanted to be a stewardess and she
said, “No honey, you want to be the pilot”. Of course she didn’t
share that story until I was well into instructing at OCFC! My
father would take my sister and me to airshows every year and I
remember him playing flight simulator on his computer. Other
than those influences, no one in my family was a pilot. My
senior year I took OC 99s member, Celia Vanderpool’s, first
class teaching aviation at San Clemente High. I was over the
moon to have an opportunity such as that! She organized a day
of flying at Oceanside Airport with other female pilots with planes who took us all up for a
flight at the controls. It was one of the best days and I can still remember my lady pilot
telling me, “Look, you’re a natural”! I had been saving my babysitting money for years and
then money from part time jobs as I got older. I was ready to go fly when I turned 18. Off to
Carlsbad I went to go find a flight school and instructor. I was way too intimidated by SNA
airport, even though it was closer to home. Funny looking back on it now. I soloed at
Ramona Airport when it was non-towered. My parents drove from San Juan and sat on a
picnic bench to watch me solo. It was awesome! I stopped flying shortly after when I got
married and had a baby. I didn’t think I would ever fly again. Five years later I was living in
Florida. I found a community college with an aviation program and signed up. Loans and
grants got me through my Private, Instrument, Commercial, and Multi-Engine. Years later I
was back in California and decided the best way for me to be a single mom and build my
hours was flight instructing. I didn’t want to at first because I thought it would be an awful
job, but I loved it! One of my favorite jobs as an instructor was doing demo flights. Most
instructors didn’t like demo flights because you were paid 0.8hrs when it usually took 2.0 to
complete. It was one of the greatest joys sharing the experience of someone’s first flight,
absolutely wonderful. After four years of instructing I was hired at a charter company flying
King Airs. Being able to quit three part time jobs to have just one, I knew I had arrived. I
spent seven years flying charter and I thought I would stay in it for the long haul. I had
settled into a company near LA that opened the door to many opportunities, such as Training
Captain for the King Air and Director of Safety for the charter department and Jet Center
FBO. I knew I could grow old with this company and have a successful career. But, the wind
blew a different direction and I applied at Spirit Airlines in 2018 and was hired two months
later. I highly recommend instructing, flying odd jobs, corporate, charter or anything that
expands your aviation experience. It was the best decision I made. Now I’m very excited to be
flying for a wonderful company, great pilots and completely thrilled to be flying the Big
Yellow Airbus.

Meet Our 2021 Scholarship Winners!
Sheena Templo—Eleanor Todd Memorial Scholarship: Sheena is currently a CFI/CFII at Long
Beach Flying Club out of Long Beach Airport, and a LAX-based flight attendant
for Delta Air Lines. She is also currently a Captain (mentee) in the Professional
Pilot Leadership Initiative Program of the Ninety-Nines and will soon be moving
onto the Navigator phase as a mentor. In addition, she is the Membership Chair
and Fly-In Coordinator for the Long Beach Chapter of the Ninety-Nines and part
of the Social Media Committee for the Southwest Section. She is very active with
the Ninety-Nines, often volunteering for projects that come up within the SoCal
region, such as painting a Ninety-Nines compass rose at Chino Airport and
teaching high school students in Torrance, CA about navigation and flight
planning. Sheena will be using the Eleanor Todd Memorial Scholarship for her
multi-engine commercial add-on, as her ultimate dream is to become an airline
pilot. She is very grateful for the support of the Ninety-Nines and would like to
thank this wonderful organization for always going above and beyond in helping
her achieve her dreams.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Minfei Chen—Linda Eldridge Memorial Scholarship: Being a flight attendant at American Airlines, I
take the opportunity to ask the pilots, "How did you become a pilot?". One woman pilot noticed my
interest and directed me to The Ninety-Nines. I quickly became an active
member. Serving as Education Chair since September 2019, it is my
responsibility to invite accomplished women pilots as guest speakers at
monthly chapter meetings. On STEM Day 2019, an event co-hosted by
local high schools and our Long Beach chapter, I taught ATC
communication to participants. This year I taught cross country planning
to STEM students from South Torrance High School over Zoom. I am
using this scholarship for flight instructor training. Being a flight
instructor is one of the best ways to become a better pilot and flight
instructors make a positive impact on others. Working full time as a flight
attendant, I Zoom my ground lessons with my flight instructor. Starting
in June, we have reviewed FAR Part1, Part 61, Part 91, and I am making
lesson plans on airspace. My goal is to complete training in the next three
months. I greatly appreciate the support from the OC chapter scholarship
and all the 99s who encouraged me.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Jennifer Walinowicz—Shirley Tanner Memorial Scholarship: My introduction to aviation came when I
was hired as a flight attendant in 2005. As a crewmember, traveling all over the world changed my life. Fast
forward several years to seeing a surge in women on the flight deck, I got the idea that I might like to learn
how to fly. A self-proclaimed gearhead, I’m not sure why I hadn’t thought of it sooner; but after one flight in
a tiny Cessna I was absolutely hooked. As many can attest, this
journey hasn’t been without hurdles: After taking a year off from
training, I came back to flying, earning my private pilot license
and instrument rating last summer with the encouragement of
our members. I will take my commercial checkride mid-July, and
then earn a commercial seaplane add-on before summer is over.
Along my journey to professional pilot, I’ve loved learning about
the endless ways one can enjoy aviation. I hope to grow into a
great ambassador for not only the Orange County 99s, but for
the GA community, as well. With this scholarship, I’m honored
to carry on Shirley Tanner’s legacy of adventure in aviation, and
I greatly appreciate this opportunity to expand my own skills
with a multi-engine add-on.

Who were Eleanor Todd, Linda Eldridge, and Shirley Tanner?
Eleanor Todd joined The Ninety-Nines in 1975 and was a
supportive member of the Orange County 99s and all women who
took to the sky. Because of Eleanor's ongoing dedication to and love
of aviation, the Todd family, upon her passing, contributed financial
resources to support a scholarship in Eleanor's honor so other women
would be given the opportunity to pursue their aviation dreams and
goals. Today, and subsequent to the initial funding, members of the
Orange County 99s and family and friends continue to donate to the
Eleanor Todd Aviation Scholarship. And, by doing so, we are keeping
Eleanor's wishes alive.

Linda Eldridge started flying in 1979 and joined the
Ninety Nines in 1983. Linda went on to earn her IFR,
Comm, Multi, and Instructor ratings. The impression of
Linda was of a soft-spoken Southern Belle who played
and taught piano, but Linda could be a tough task-master
when it came to teaching flying, especially IFR. She was
patient and able to keep her students focused on being
the best they could be. Linda held several chapter offices,
including Chair, and taught at the chapter’s flying
companion seminars and also on Girl Scout Day. Several
chapter members enjoyed attending melodramas at the
little theater where she played piano while the villain
slunk around, but was always outwitted.

Shirley Tanner was a vibrant member of the Orange County 99s.
This adventurous lady learned to fly in the late 1960s and besides
her Private Pilot Certificate, her licenses and ratings included
Commercial, Instrument, Certified Flight Instructor, Multi-Engine
and glider pilot. Shirley was Chairman of our Chapter (1972-1974)
and was awarded Pilot of the Year in 1971. Shirley inherited a
great interest in technology and transportation. This interest led
both Shirley and her sister into aeronautics and a love of flying. At
one time, they enjoyed the bright pink colors of Baskin Robbins
and did public relations work for them. Shirley and her sister flew
their Bonanza in a lot of air races, and did a lot of air marking,
painting the 99s compass rose on several airports.

2021 ARC Air Derby

~By Donna Harris

In April, 2020, the Board of Directors of the Air Race
Classic made the heartbreaking decision to cancel that
year’s annual air race. It was only the second time
since 1944 that the race had been canceled; in 1976 it
was cancelled due to the oil embargo. At the annual
board meeting last October, the directors knew there
was a possibility the pandemic might not be over or
the vaccines might not be available to all, but they
also knew that women like to fly! Each year’s race
takes thousands of volunteer hours to plan each race,
so a decision had to be made early enough to allow
for some planning for whatever event was to take
place in 2021. Last December, the board created the
ARC Air Derby, a Twist on Tradition!
Because of social distancing, and each state having their own restrictions, the ARC decided to let each team
design their own route. To allow for weather and work schedules, two weeks were given for the teams to pick
one day to fly their route. Each route had to be five legs and a minimum of 65nm per leg. A turn could be added
in each leg to skirt around airspace or terrain and airplanes were required to land at one airport. And to add a
little bit more of a challenge, my teammate, Lara Gaerte, and I decided to fly her 1991 Waco Classic YMF-5! No
autopilot, few instruments and a lot of wind in our hair! We adopted the slogan of Waco Aircraft, Unusual
Attitude, and a goal of “have fun”!
Being a precision derby, each team had to calculate their time, down to the second, of how long each leg would
take. The time estimates were emailed to the scoring division the morning of their chosen day of flight. Then,
each team had to fly their route as close to their estimated time as possible! We all know how accurate the
weather guessers are, so, even if you checked weather before take-off, you weren’t guaranteed to have those
same winds at altitude. So much to consider, plan for and calculate, and not only before the flight!
Lara flies corporate and had a couple of trips planned during the two-week window, which narrowed down our
options. I was on call for jury duty in Phoenix, which could eliminate the whole second week of possibilities. We
talked it over and decided to try to get the flight done early, just in case. I flew out to Indiana June 10, to adjust
to the time difference, to get familiar with the airplane, and to be ready to go in case the best day of weather
happened to be on the 12th, the first possible day to fly the derby. There had been a low sitting over that part of
the country, and it moved out the day after I arrived, with a high replacing it. Since we would be flying in a circle,
we knew we would have some head winds and some tail winds. With schedules limiting our flight, we chose
Sunday, June 13 as the best weather of the three days I was there. The forecast called for 10-15kts of quartering
head winds on three legs and the same amount of quartering tail winds on the last two legs. So much for hopes
of a smooth flight!
Morning came early on Sunday, and we took to the skies with Lara’s 14-year-old son filming our take-off. We
circled around and lined up on our first waypoint, crossed over and started our clocks! With Lara in back hand
flying and trying to hold a straight line, I was in front checking our visual waypoints and watching the clock. With
both of our OCD kicking in, our RPM speeds on FlightAware looked like the jagged peaks of the Tetons! Our
route took us from Auburn, IN southwest to Peru, IN, northwest to Michigan City, IN, on the east coast of Lake

Michigan. We had just crossed over our waypoint and were circling to land at KMGC when we heard skydivers
jumping to land at the same airport. Since we were off the clock, we circled out over the shoreline to give them
time to float down. Our third leg took us north along the shoreline to Grand Haven Airpark, 3GM, where we
were warmly welcomed by more skydivers and public alike, fascinated with the plane and the two women flying
it! After a brief fuel stop, we continued on to Battle Creek, MI, home of Waco Aircraft, for a lunch stop.
Unfortunately, due to the head winds, we were about 15 minutes late and the restaurant had already closed. A
friend who lived nearby met us with chocolate shakes to tide us over until we made it home. Our last leg, almost
due south, took us back to our starting waypoint. We returned to our home airport where Lara’s son was
waiting to take us to dinner. After almost five hours of flying over 440 miles, we were tired and looking forward
to a cold drink and hot food. We tucked away the Waco and jumped in the Piper Comanche that was to be our
ride to dinner. Thankfully, neither of us had to fly, watch the clock or take pictures; we were pooped!
After dinner, we downloaded our files and sent them in to be scored. Lara and I compared our manual times and
were two seconds off between her time and mine. Overall, we were just under 49 seconds off from our original
estimates. We were happy with that but second-guessed ourselves, questioned whether other teams may have
had better weather and reasoned that they probably had auto pilots. We had done our best and accomplished
our original goal of having fun but would have to wait two weeks to get the results at the virtual banquet.
As we tuned in to Facebook Live on Sunday, June 27, we joined many others who had flown around the U.S., as
well as the Bahamas and New Zealand. Starting with the leg prizes, we all waited anxiously to hear our team
numbers called. Team #2 wasn’t called. Were we that far off on our estimates? Had other teams estimated
better? Next, the Top Ten prizes were awarded. 10. 9. 8. 7. 6. Then, it came. In 5th Place, Team #2, Unusual
Attitude!!! For hand-flying a heavy airplane, me without a booster seat in the front to see over the side of the
plane, and only flying together once a year, we were thrilled! 90 teams of over 200 women came together
around the world to have fun and experience the fellowship of women pilots. It is, indeed, a small world.
Proudly representing OC99s in the 2021 ARC Air Derby,
Donna Harris

Planned Derby Routes
Donna’s Route

TRAVELING WITH WALLY FUNK

~By Marci Mauthe

I was delighted to witness Wally Funk’s travel into space—finally! I have a personal connection
with Wally because in the mid-1980s Marie Christensen organized a delegation of 99s to visit
the U.S.S.R. one year and China the next. Wally and her brother traveled with us. Our purpose
was to spread the word about women pilots and hopefully meet some pilots flying in those two
countries. We had a great time despite being unable to meet any women pilots. We enjoyed a
meet and greet with some wonderful ladies in Russia who regaled us with stories of heroic U.S.
servicemen they met during World War II. A few even fell in love. They were all grateful for
the rescue efforts of the United States during that war. One of the highlights of that trip was
participating in a ceremony to place a wreath on the grave of Yuri Gagarin, Soviet test pilot and
Cosmonaut.
Our trip to China was equally fascinating. We met with a group of Chinese businesswomen and
exchanged stories about our lives. Several women expressed interest in learning to fly. We
enjoyed a VIP tour of a huge plant that produced parts for Boeing aircraft, marveled at the Terra
Cotta Warriors of Xian, and walked on the Great Wall.
During both tours Wally shared her disappointment concerning the demise of the Mercury
Program and her hopes of becoming an astronaut. I was glued to the TV during Wally’s July
20th ascent into space and witnessed her overwhelming joy! I’m sure all Ninety-Nines
everywhere rejoice in the fulfillment of Wally’s dream.
Marci Mauthe
Chairman OC Ninety-Nines, 1982-1984
POY 1984
A few other Ninety-Nines who joined us were Eleanor Todd, Barbara Ward, Pat Chan, and Pat
Baron.

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2021/07/jeff-bezos-wally-funkblue-origin/619344/

Did you bring your barf bag?

~ By Jessica Yant

“95% on your written. Nice. Do you just want to skip the oral portion?” I looked up at my DPE in
amazement, only to realize he was, of course, being sarcastic. “You really got my hopes up
there for a moment” I replied. Erick Bryant, my first and only DPE so far, chuckled. Within the
first few minutes of us reviewing material and planning for the check ride, I knew it was the
start to a good day. Erick and I both have a dry sense of humor, and he graciously employed it
when he could see that I was getting overwhelmed or flustered, which apparently happens a lot
on your first check ride!
Over the next 3.5 hours, we covered every standard topic. When Erick discovered an area
where I purported to know more than I did, he dug in and handed my ego to me on a silver
platter, always reminding me of the standards the FAA had set for me and the ones I had set for
myself as well. One thing Erick did that was particularly useful was help me get a broader view
of the choices I had made on my flight plan. “If your engine failed here, what would your plan
be?” or “If you had a fuel leak here, how would you resolve the situation?” Questions like that
permeated the entire check ride and helped me think about my flying with less rotememorization and more critical thinking. There were many times over the course of those 3.5
hours where it was obvious to me that regardless of the result of my Oral portion, I needed to
study even more than I had! Erick graciously showed me some gaps where I could improve my
own knowledge and I left the oral portion feeling challenged but good with a new perspective
on my study habits and my own knowledge. Of course “Ready to go fly?” were my favorite
words up to that point.
While getting my weather briefing that morning, the briefer said that it was IFR conditions
along our route until about 1pm. I looked at the METARS for KSNA, KLGB, KTOA & KAVX. All
clear. Then I briefly checked aviation weather.gov, which showed very few clouds over the LGB
area. We spoke to another flight instructor who had just gotten back who told us it was a little
bumpy but pretty clear. Confident that it was ok to fly, we headed out to preflight the Piper
Archer 3.
After preflight, we go to taxi. Erick struggles a bit with the door, but once I tell him “Bottom
latch, then top one” he closes the door. Run-up and take off are uneventful, but once we start
to level off at 3500 for our Mesa departure to Kern Valley, I start to notice that there are a few
more clouds out there than had been promised to me. Following the trail of clouds from my
wing tip, I look up and discover there is an entire cloud bank covering the ground from the
coastline out to Catalina that had come out of nowhere in the past 20 minutes. Luckily, our
flight plan took us away from those big fluffy things. But before I could get us to our next
waypoint on my flight plan, Erick looks over at me and says “My door is open.” My first reaction
since we had been joking with each other all day was to giggle, while simultaneously looking
over to see that he was indeed not joking. Turns out that my instruction to close the door
hadn’t been sufficient and it had popped open during our level-off. This was a great learning
opportunity for me to ensure that when you ask your passenger on take-off to jiggle the door,
that you check for them too and don’t just take their word that the door is closed! I got to

demonstrate my emergency descent and diversion pretty early in the check ride as we diverted
to LGB to fix the door.
After a few landings, and some right-pattern work at KLGB, we retreated to the practice area
for the maneuvers. Entering the practice area, Erick asked which way the wind was coming
from. I scrambled to remember the ATIS for LGB, but he instead asked me “Which way are the
ships pointing?” They weathervane into the wind! That was a great trick for determining the
wind direction and I will absolutely use it again. The one benefit of having a check ride while it is
bumpy is that while the standards remain in place for the ACS, there is a bit more leniency as it
is understood that it is much more difficult to control a plane in turbulent air. It was quite a
bumpy ride. I kept checking on my passenger, asking if he needed a barf bag or if he wanted me
to make it bumpier somehow. In fact, it was so turbulent at one point that the foggles I had
brought with me were thrown to the back of the plane and we had to improvise for our
instrument check. The maneuvers were fairly straight forward, but the one difference was for
the power-off stall, Erick had me conduct it with a 20 bank to the left. Power on, power off,
turns about a point, steep turns, slow flight. With just the soft-field and short-field landings to
finish, we returned to John Wayne.
Fortunately, through my instructor Summer and the great people at Pacific Flight Aviation, we
are familiar with several of the controllers at John Wayne. I recognized a familiar voice over the
radio who happened to be working during my check ride. Unfortunately, because they are so
used to releasing us to the West Side/Baker, when I landed and the controller had me go to
ground, I only then realized that I still had two landings to complete! When he had asked “You
park on the Westside, right?” I had forgotten to correct him and instead followed his
instructions. “So, think you can get off that easy, huh?” Erick chirped. We had to return to runup, get a new clearance, and then do pattern work to complete the check ride. This was a great
reminder that you shouldn’t always conduct yourself on
autopilot! I completed my landings and ended on one of the
best landings I’ve ever had. It was a great way to finish a long
but great day.
As we shut down the plane, Erick turned to me and beamed,
“Congratulations!” I’ve never been happier. If you are looking
for a DPE, Erick Bryant is a fantastic option. On top of being a
wonderful human being, he is also so smart and so informed.
He reminded me of the importance of always being the best
pilot that you can be. I learned a ton about how to be a better
pilot that day, but I think the most important lesson was how
much I still have to learn. I still don’t quite feel like a Private
Pilot and I don’t know that I ever will. But I do know that I will
continue to drive myself to the highest standards and accept
that I will be a life-long learner!

Canadair Superscooper, Ehh?

~By Jennifer Walinowicz

It really pays to make friends with the FBO folks. Last week I received a photo and a text from the gal who
works at the FBO here, showing a yellow amphibious firefighting aircraft parked on the ramp. Being the
AVnerd I am, my mom and I decided to head over for lunch at the airport café and to (hopefully) sneak a peek
at the cool airplane.
The first thing I noticed pulling up to the airport was the giant yellow tail of the aircraft extending high above
the single-story airport terminal. When we stepped through the FBO, I saw the biggest amphib plane I’ve ever
come across. With an almost one-hundred-foot wingspan, and a height of thirty feet, this plane was massive!
Originally built by Canadair (and later acquired by Viking Aircraft), this aircraft took up a 66’ long by 93’ wide
footprint on the ramp. It was a good thing it was overcast and the ramp was almost deserted! I stood in awe for a
moment, shocked at the difference in perception from the photo I’d received to seeing the airplane in person.
After walking around the plane, we went inside for lunch. As it happened, the pilots were finishing lunch before
heading out. I summoned up the courage to ask for a tour of the big yellow bird if they had time, and it must’ve
been my lucky day because my request was granted. The co-pilot, one of a three-man repositioning crew,
answered my barrage of questions about the airplane, the career path he took, and what type of missions and
schedule they had before leading me up the metal ladder
into the plane.
Once inside, I was kind of surprised to see what looked
like a busier version of the old 172s I fly around. Full of
steam gauge instrumentation, the only nod to “modern”
equipment were two small screens the size of a g500.
Likely noticing my surprise, the pilot surprised me even
more by saying they flew around with just VFR GPS. The
aircraft felt very spartan, with most of the mid and tail
section being empty, as the tanks lie below.
A short list of other interesting tidbits on the CL-415EAF
(EAF: Enhanced Aerial Firefighting):
 Two palm-sized hydraulically activated vents open
under the belly to scoop over 1400 gallons of water in 15 seconds.
 Fully fueled and water tanks filled, the Superscooper only needs about 1000’ of waterway to become
airborne.
 Forward of the cockpit, there is a hatch that opens to deploy an anchor….one of the few aircraft with an
anchor!
 The aircraft previously came with two radial engines, but now are equipped with two Pratt & Whitney
turboprop engines, each producing around 2300HP (the same as those that power a Dash 8).
 The wing sponsons displace roughly 1850 pounds of water per side- about the same weight as a Piper
Cub!
I am so grateful to the crew for allowing me to check out their aircraft. It was truly a one-of-a-kind experience!
For more info, check out Bridger Aerospace; The company deploys all over North America in support of aerial
firefighting missions, and have just taken delivery of their fourth Superscooper from Viking Aircraft.
Update: On July 17th, after a final push of time-building flights and practicing maneuvers, I squeaked past
my commercial check ride at 251.3 hours. I’m happy to finally get one step closer to making a living looking
out of an airplane window. Hooray!

KENDALL TOOK ME TO PALOMAR
By: Sofia Nosratabadi
(With input from Jennifer Walinowicz and Kendall Sinosky)
Flying with Kendall is an adventure. She is a newly minted pilot
who flew us out of Fullerton in a really old model Cessna that she
just got checked out in the day before, that doesn’t have headset
jacks in the back seats, and it overheats if you try to climb above
5,000 feet on a warm day, precluding trips to places like Big Bear.
In fact, when we were climbing to 4,500 feet back from Palomar,
the oil temperature was on the green side of red by a hair.
Plus, the flaps are controlled by a huge lever on the floor that
takes a lot of muscle to move up the higher you go, so by the
time you get to the last setting, you may not have enough
strength securing it. (In fact, Jennifer Walinowicz had to use
both of her arms to secure it the last time she was flying it to Big
Bear.) Not to worry, though, because Fullerton is a generous
airport that offers you a lot of room for error when landing, what
with an 8-foot fence offset from the approach end of Runway 24
by only 15 feet, followed by a street and a railroad with a moving
freight train that’s offset from the runway by 100 feet.
Just don’t take the 3,121-foot runway length as a mere
suggestion, or you will be met with another fence waiting for you at the end of the runway.
Another interesting feature of Fullerton Airport is that no one can find it on approach. Fullerton Tower
will ask you if you can see the runway, and you’re going to invariably say yes because you don’t want to
disappoint him, but
you will be lying, and
he will know it, so he
will ask you again if
you’re sure you can
see it. So, this is a tip
from my flight
instructor on how to
spot it: If you line
yourself up with the

Water Treatment Plant (which is easy to see from the air
because it looks like a bunch of pools smushed together) and
fly a heading of 240°, you are guaranteed to make it straight
into the airport.
Lastly, Jennifer cautions pilots who
have never flown into Fullerton to
watch out for that 750-foot radio
tower only one and a half miles
North-West of the airport on a heading of 285°. Especially if you can’t find the
field on a hazy day – then you should stay higher. The height of the tower
won’t make an impression on you when you’re doing your flight planning, but
it will definitely make an impression on you when it confronts you during a
right-pattern go-around from Runway 24. It’s taller than you, and it will make
you wonder if you should turn downwind before it or after it.
Incidentally, Cessna N2691U was the same plane that Jennifer used when she
flew me and Jinifer Conover to our Hemet fly-in, subjecting us to engine noise in the back seat, due to a
lack of headset jacks for the passengers.
Even though Kendall had to refuel the plane herself afterwards, she had
help on standby from a lineman next door at the maintenance shop.
Fueling is such an afterthought in many pilots’ training that it can be an
awkward experience when you actually need to perform the act, which
may or may not include splattering fuel all over yourself if you innocently
angle it straight down into the tank like you think you should. While
Kendall was fueling the plane, the lineman was watching her every move
to see what unfolds, because he is used to students not being taught to
be proficient at it. And Kendall did not disappoint. She did everything
right, and in the correct sequence.
In case you are wondering, Kendall’s landings at both airports were
perfect.

Too Much Of A Good Thing?
Several years back, there was a discussion thread in the email digest of the Cardinal Flyers Online (CFO), an owner/pilot’s
group to which I belong (being very fond of my ’72 Cessna Cardinal). The subject was something I’d never really thought
about before, and I was very interested in what I found out. I thought that since I’ve not written about this in a while I
would share it again in this month’s safety article just to remind those who read it before and those for whom this is new.
It’s certain that at an early point in your flight training, your instructor taught you to check the oil dipstick on the engine of
the airplane you were flying as part of your pre-flight check. I don’t know about you, but what I was taught to look for was
a LACK of oil. That makes good sense as any engine will consume some oil as a part of its normal operation. It’s necessary
to see if you’ve reached a point where you need to add more or had an unexplained loss of a lot of oil
since your last flight. Of course, too much oil consumption is not a good thing and can indicate some
engine problems that should be addressed, such as worn piston rings, leaky seals, etc. Oil plays an
important part not only in engine lubrication, but also engine cooling. Cockpit gauges tell us the level
of oil pressure and the oil temperature in flight. We take oil quantity into account for weight and
balance. There is information about proper quantities in the POH. Not having enough oil can cause
some pretty undesirable problems, from running too hot right up to and including engine seizure in
flight because of lack of lubrication. OK. So much for the question of “do we have enough?”.
What about the question for this month: “Is there such a thing as too MUCH oil?” For whatever reason, this is a question I
think most folks never think to ask. I’ve changed the oil in my Cardinal before, and carefully counted the
quarts of oil that I added back in after draining out the old stuff, closing the quick drain, and putting on a
new filter. Usually, I put less than the 8 quarts recommended by Lycoming because I’ve learned over many
years that my engine is happy with 6 and anything more than that blows out the crankcase breather tube,
getting the underside of the airplane horribly greasy. I’d never thought about what might happen if I
lost count and added an extra quart past the maximum amount recommended by the engine maker. If
you don’t know the answer to that question, please read on. It may surprise you.
For most of our little airplane engines (non-aerobatic), the oil resides in a “sump” attached to the bottom part of the engine
crankcase. There is an oil pump that circulates this oil to all the places where it is needed, and also through an oil cooler,
which helps to remove some of the heat from the oil before it is returned to the engine. Each engine is designed to work
with a certain amount of oil and has maximum and minimum quantities specified by the manufacturer. It turns out that
BOTH of those limits are there for good reasons.
Believe it or not, too much oil can be just as bad as not enough. Just above the oil sump in the engine is the area
in which the engine crankshaft travels. If the oil quantity is too high, the crankshaft throws will begin to splash
into the oil, causing it to foam up so it becomes sort of like a beer or a soda that’s full of air. (Ever get a
mouthful of that foam? Not much there, right?) If that continues for a while, the viscosity of the oil will begin to
degrade. This defeats the purpose of having a multi-viscosity oil, such as 15W-50, which many of us use.
When the oil starts to foam up and fill with air, the oil pump will start having problems with cavitation (fancy word meaning
“sudden formation and collapse of low-pressure bubbles in liquids”). The pump isn’t designed to deal with this abnormal
situation, where basically, it’s sucking mostly air. Because the oil pump is now pumping air along with the oil, this will cause
havoc with oil pressure and oil cooling. Higher temperatures will develop in the engine, cylinder rings will develop more
friction and heat, and your oil temp gauge will most likely read abnormally high. There won’t be as much oil circulating in
the engine to provide needed lubrication and cooling (air isn’t good at doing either of those).
If the plane you are flying doesn’t have an engine analyzer (such as a JPI or GEM), which will alert you to high oil temp, it
may be a while before you spot the trouble, assuming you don’t catch the oil overfill on the dipstick during preflight. One
pilot reported that on takeoff, “the CHT went right to red-line”. He quickly landed and returned to the mechanic, where it
was discovered that just 1 extra quart of oil had been mistakenly added. He also said that when the oil was drained, it
“looked cooked”, having swirls that were very dark and discolored (and this was newly changed oil!). Somehow, he didn’t
see this when he looked at the oil dipstick before takeoff (clean oil IS hard to see!), or maybe, like me (until I read about
this), he didn’t know that too much oil is too much of a good thing.
Fly Safely!
Claudia Ferguson, Safety
San Fernando Valley 99s
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With appropriate thanks to the CFO gurus, and Steve at Procraft Aviation in Corona

Our OC 99s have donated dozens of dresses to the Camp Pendleton Armed Services YMCA.
These dresses are used for their Annual Ball Gown Give-A-Way, enabling 700 low income
military spouses to go to the Military Ball in proper style. Without such donations, few could
afford attire to attend.
YMCA acknowledgement letter: "Thank you for your generous donation of dresses to the
Camp Pendleton Armed Services YMCA. Without your support we could not continue our
mission of Making Military Life Easier."
Please check your closets for gowns, dressy suits, prom and bridesmaid dresses, dress shoes,
fancy purses/clutches and wraps. They also need men's suits, for the husbands of military
members. Please bring your donations to our August general meeting.

Happy August Birthdays!
1 Sally Ayer
8 Teresa Karich
14 Julie McCoy Schafer
14 Pam Mizell
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated!
And, please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
Join us Online
Chapter Website - https://oc99s.org
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com
To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

