Chair: Kimmie Yehling
Vice Chair: Kelsi Calvillo

ocninetynines@gmail.com

OC99s website: https://www.oc99s.org

June 2021
June 2—Business Meeting 6pm via
ZOOM. Look for an invitation
email.
June 13—Virtual Pilot of the Year
Banquet & Installation of New
Officers 5:30pm. Look for an
email invitation!
August Date & Time TBA—
General Meeting on Checkride
Tips
Check out our 99s window decals
for sale on our website! Thank
you, Arlene Wilske, for all of your
hard work!
https://oc99s.org/oc-99s-chaptersale-items/


Secretary: Sofia Nosratabadi
Treasurer: Lena Wilson

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Oc99s/

Meet our 2021 OC 99s
Scholarship Winners!
Minfei Chen—Awarded the Linda Eldridge
Memorial Scholarship
Minfei joined the 99s March 20, 2019. She will be using her
scholarship funds to obtain her Certified Flight Instructor
Rating. Minfei is the Long Beach Chapter’s Aviation and
Education Chair. Minfei taught ATC communications to
high school participants on STEM Day at Torrance Airport
in 2019 and flight planning to Torrance South High School
students in 2021. As well as being on the Long Beach
Chapter’s Board, Minfei is extremely active with the 99s.

Jennifer Walinowicz—Awarded the Shirley
Tanner Memorial Scholarship
Jennifer joined the 99s January 1, 2019, and is finishing up
her Commercial License and Seaplane Rating. She will be
using her scholarship funds to obtain her Multi-Engine
Rating. Jennifer is our new OC99s Fly-in Chair, scheduling
fly-ins on a monthly basis. She is also a regular participant in
our OC99s meetings and Tower Appreciation Night. Jennifer
is actively pursuing her Bachelor of Science in Aviation and
is a member of AOPA, EAA, WAI, CAP, the Association of
Flight Attendants, and the Seaplane Pilots’ Association.

Sheena Templo—Awarded the Eleanor Todd
Memorial Scholarship

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS® promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and
mutual support while honoring our unique history and sharing
our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots,
the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International
Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of
aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Sheena joined the 99s February 10, 2020. She is using her
scholarship funds to obtain her Commercial Multi-Engine
Add-On. Sheena is currently a CFI and CFII at the Long
Beach Flying Club. She is also the Long Beach Chapter’s
Membership Chair and is on the Social Media Committee for
SWS. Sheena is a Captain (Mentee) for the Private Pilot
Initiative, a 99s Volunteer Teacher at South High School in
Torrance, and was a SWS Presenter at our SWS Winter
Workshop. She is a regular attendee at the Long Beach
Chapter’s general and business meetings and fly-ins.

Meet our new (and returning)
OC 99s Board of Directors!
Chair—Kimberly Yehling: I began my aviation journey at end of
2013. I was introduced to flying by a friend. I loved it and have stuck
with it because I really need a hobby. After several instructor changes, I
earned my private pilot's license in December of 2017 and continued on
with my instrument rating, which I achieved in 2019. I have a passion for
racing and I have had a very successful career as the only woman driver
in several off-road and off-shore races. "I've tackled the sea, I've tackled
the land, so I might as well tackle the sky". My future aviation goals are
uncertain at this time. But, I’m excited to be starting my multi-engine
rating this week and I am also excited to see what the future holds…
Blue Skies!! Kimmie
Vice-Chair—Kelsi Calvillo: I have been flying for about 3 years. I have my
PPL and eventually will be getting my IFR rating. I have been flying since I
was a month old, and my dad, both grandparents, and great grandpa were pilots.
I love being a part of the 99s and sharing my passion for flying with our fellow
flying sisters. I have enjoyed the last year (despite COVID-19), putting on
events and bringing speakers in as the vice chair, and I hope to continue doing so
for the upcoming 2021-2022 year. Kelsi

Secretary—Sofia Nosratabadi: I came to the U.S. from Russia. I
studied Political Science, then went to law school. But I always
secretly wanted to be a pilot from the time that I was a child
listening to my mom read an airport storybook at bedtime. When I
grew up, I graduated to listening to the mesmerizing pilot talk on
LiveATC Radio, which had the added allure of being
incomprehensible – until one day I started talking like that too.
Thanks to the instructors at Sunrise Aviation, I became a private
pilot and an instrument student. Eventually, I want to become a
cargo pilot and try a transatlantic crossing. Sofia

Treasurer—Lena Wilson: One year before graduating from high school in Mexico,
Lena took her first left seat flight while visiting her grandparents. She flew in a TB-9
out of Long Beach. Right after takeoff, she was certain that she would be experiencing
flight again. She never doubted she would learn to fly and that challenge became
reality. Now, nine years later, she is a private pilot with her instrument certification and
is currently working on her commercial license. Lena received educational and moral
support from the OC99s and decided to give back by serving as Treasurer for the past
five years. She is delighted to be able to serve another year.

OC 99s Trivia Night

~ Donna Harris

Our evening of fun and information started with meeting new friends. As a recent transfer into the OC
99s, I had only been able to participate in one online Zoom meeting. Coming from a small town and
even smaller chapter, I was concerned that Orange County was too big for me to fit in and feel welcome.
I was pleasantly surprised to receive an email from Diane Myers inviting me to carpool with her and
Melody to the recent trivia night. We arrived at the meeting place to find a fun venue filled with tables
and chairs spread around a park-like setting. 13 of us, most of whom were new to me, gathered for an
evening of fun, fellowship and trivia. Our team name was Clear Prop!
After some time of talking and eating, the games began! There were six rounds, plus an intermission
game. Each round had a different theme, such as music, stairs and geography. Points were assigned to
each answer based on our confidence level in the correctness of the answer. One question, the name of
the McDonald’s character who dressed like a female pilot, resulted in each of us looking at each other
and say, “Come on, ladies, we’re all pilots! We should know the answer!” At intermission, we were in
3rd place out of 17 teams! From there, the evening was more about laughter and guesses than correct
answers and competition. We ended the evening in 7th place and I rode home with new friends and
looking forward to our next event. Thank you for making me feel welcome!

99s at Hangar 24: L-R around the table: Chris Cox had just passed her Commercial Helicopter checkride
that day! Diane Myers, Jessica Yant, Kelsi Calvillo, Helen Slama, Tiphani Sach, Melody Liddell, Irene
Engard, Pam Hengsteler
Standing: Jennifer Wallinowicz who brought blankets from her car for those who were cold! Jinifer
Conover, Echo Liu (SFV 99), Donna Harris

Jessica flies 69815 from the right seat!

~Melody Liddell

Since our in-person meetings ceased because of Covid, I had not met Jessica
Yant in person. Strangely enough, a mutual friend introduced us on social
media and as soon as we connected Jessica asked me if I was a 99 and I said,
“Yes!” As soon as I heard her last name, I recognized her immediately as a
fellow 99.
We met at my plane on a cloudy morning. It certainly wasn’t the beautiful,
CAVU VFR day that I wanted; so, we decided to grab lunch and hope the
clouds cleared. Bingo! By 1pm, the sky had opened up beautifully! We
headed back to my plane to preflight. As any of you know who’ve flown with
me, my very detailed and extremely thorough pre-flight is NEVER skipped. (I
go so far as to feel the screws under each aileron to make sure all are snug and
nothing has vibrated out nor dislodged).
After take-off, we headed over to the El Toro practice area. Jessica was having
a ball flying right seat! I mentioned to her she’s doing something in my plane I
never have: Flown it right seat! Jessica did a few simple maneuvers and I was
impressed! She possessed great intuition and skill and she hasn’t even taken
her check ride yet. My prediction: she will pass with flying colors! Jessica had a prior commitment so our
flight wasn’t that long, but it was TONS of fun!

Flight to visit our high-altitude 99: Marikay Lindstrom

~Melody Liddell

On a beautiful, sunny, VFR Monday, Pam Hengsteler and I decided to fly to
Big Bear to visit one of our dearest (and probably most popular) 99, Marikay
Lindstrom. After an Orange departure, we steadily climbed, heading 044, up
to 9,500’. My few times into Big Bear previously had been a long time ago
and winds always favored runway 26. Not today. Pam announced the VFR
reporting points, and I flew a right traffic pattern on to runway 8. Marikay
was right there to intercept us. We had lunch at Murray’s Bar & Grill and did
some shopping downtown. Then it was back to the airplane for an uneventful
flight home.
A good reminder for any of us that fly normally aspirated (carbureted) airplanes into Big Bear: Pay extreme
attention to your mixture setting since the fuel to air ratio will change as you climb. Fuel into your cylinders is
able to be manipulated, air molecules are not. Proper mixture leaning will increase the chances of your engine
behaving properly. Too many inexperienced pilots push mixture rich in the pattern and before takeoff at Big
Bear (and other high altitude airports), not properly understanding their fuel/air ratio. This results in a rough
running engine (too rich) and possible engine failure. Those cylinders will protest when there is too much fuel
and not enough air.

The U.S.S. Sedona

~Jennifer Walinowicz

While preparing for my commercial check ride, I’ve had the opportunity to fly to some great new destinations: Half
Moon Bay, Monterey, and into and out of Van Nuys (which is like SNA, but on steroids!). As I’ve gained a little more
experience, I’ve been seeking bigger adventures. After hearing my instructor from MN would be in Sedona before flying
an aircraft back with my neighbor, I decided it sounded like a fun adventure- and I could get my cross-county flight
knocked off. Plus- how could I pass the opportunity up knowing I’d be treated to great views, a little mountain flying and
friends waiting at the destination to join me for lunch?!
For those who haven’t looked it up, part of the commercial requirement for a license is flying a trip with three segments:
One leg being a straight-line distance of at least 250nm, and in total 300nm over the three segments. As anyone who’s
completed the commercial cross country can tell you, it will usually end up over 500nm (unless you split the trip with
someone else and they fly back). Also, as I couldn’t arrive at a solid conclusion whether this flying was to be
accomplished solo or not, I decided to fly the whole thing myself.
On a gray Saturday with ceilings 1000’ above pattern altitude, I started my long flying day. Throughout my training flight
with Civil Air Patrol, I was constantly wishing the May Gray away for my next departure. Around 10am, I walked further
down the ramp at Fullerton and started to preflight the Cessna 172D I’d be flying all day. As my first leg was 300nm and
over mountains, I really scrutinized every inch of that plane. Feeling satisfied the little bird was in good shape, I was sad
to see the ceilings were still low. Time to re-check the inland weather!
Thirty minutes later (after confirming I could fly VFR inland to clearer skies), I was starting the engine and off to the
runup. Executing a normal takeoff, before I knew it I was buzzing through Banning Pass. The air was incredibly smooth,
and it bolstered my mood that it would be an excellent day of flying. As I hadn’t flown solo that far before, my nerves
were reminding me that this was a big adventure.
Now as you can imagine, 300-plus miles in a 172 is a looooong flight. Once I made it
to the desert, ATC calls became more intermittent. Around this time, I got tired of my
own company and longed for the days of being squished in with another full-size
human. Somehow, I survived the monotony to be greeted with Lake Havasu to my
left. After that, I had to buckle myself down as the bumps had arrived. Nothing too
severe, but enough to make the rest of the flight interesting. Reaching the Prescott
VOR, excitement and nerves took over as it was time to prepare for landing on the
field aptly referred to as the “U.S.S. Sedona” for its air carrier appearance.
The winds called for landing rwy 21; I had prepared for this down-sloping runway, as
well as the higher density altitude and mountain wave turbulence all around it. I
stayed high coming in to avoid wind drafts on short final. As I pulled the throttle to
idle, I remembered I had an audience and reminded myself that this was just like the
other sloped runways I’ve landed on. After a respectable landing (phew!), I taxied
over to the three gents awaiting my arrival. After great big hugs, we tied down the
plane and headed for the restaurant.
After catching up over a meal, I had to hurry up and take off. As my XC started later
than planned, I ended up altering course on the way home to make it out of the
mountains by dusk. Flying from Sedona to Banning, then onto Fullerton after a quick
stop, I snuck into the airport just as the tower was closing at 9 p.m.
As I fueled up the plane in the dark, I felt exhausted but appreciative of the growing I
did as a pilot that day. I love the challenge and seeing new places from the sky, then
sharing it with others.

Clearances, Approach Plates, the Donkey Dance, OH MY!
(Or, IFR Flight training in a helicopter.) ~Chris Cox
2020 has been a crazy year for everyone, so being able to finish
up my Instrument Helicopter rating during the lockdown was
quite the accomplishment. Since most of my fellow 99s are
airplane pilots, I thought I’d give everyone a bit of perspective
about IFR flight training in a helicopter.
To start with, IFR training requirements are the same in
helicopter and airplanes. We do all the x-country work, use the
same approach plates, are required to get the same type of
clearances, learn all the IFR jargon, follow all the radio
protocols with ATC/So Cal Approach, and have to pass the same evil written exam. The
instrumentation requirements are the same, however there are no extra or redundant
gauges and/or instruments due to the weight and balance limitations (ie.1 radio, 1 VOR).
Many of the instrument training manuals are airplane manuals with maybe a chapter or
two for helicopters, because the mechanics of the approaches, holding patterns, procedure
turns, etc. are all the same. However, the mechanics of flight are very different and not
everything translates into the helicopter world. For example, one of the instrument
training manuals (not helicopter specific) explained about trimming the aircraft or
engaging the auto pilot system so you can release the controls and load the approaches.
This is not possible in a helicopter because releasing the cyclic (yoke or stick) leads to
uncontrolled flight and is never done, EVER.
What are the major differences of IFR training in helicopters vs. airplanes? The
biggest difference is that IFR helicopter training is more theoretical than practical. Not to
say I’m not actually flying the approaches, under the hood, in the aircraft, but very few
helicopters are actually rated to fly in IMC, they are strictly for training. In order to fly in
IMC the helicopter must be equipped with a true Auto Pilot system and may also require
two IFR pilots at the controls (ie EMS, Law Enforcement, Search & Rescue). In order to load
approaches, I have to set light friction on the collective (pitch and power) and use my left
hand to make the inputs while still maintaining my scan (heading, altitude, attitude,
airspeed), fly the aircraft, and monitor/make radio calls. I can ask my instructor or DP to
act as the “auto pilot”, but they only maintain the controls as you hand them over, will not
make corrections and only allow this for a very short period. I did my best to train without
using the “auto pilot” so I could get really good at loading and activating approaches and
managing the cockpit workload. Staying ahead of the aircraft is super important and
remembering TNT (two next things) I needed to do was essential.
Another big difference is how helicopters are worked into the traffic flow for instrument
departures and approaches. Just like with airplanes, we call for our clearance once we file
our IFR flight plan. However, because ATC must maintain separation of aircraft, and since
we are much slower than most fixed wing traffic, it is not unheard of to wait 20+ minutes to
get cleared for an IFR departure. More often than not we depart VFR and then open the
flight plan in the air so we can keep traffic moving and not get stuck hovering in a taxiway.

We actively decline SID’s (Standard Instrument Departures) and STAR’s (Standard
Terminal Arrival Routes) because it is impractical in a helicopter.
Because helicopters are so maneuverable, we will often times get waived off without fully
finishing the approach because of traffic as well. The VOR-A approach at Fullerton is a
great instrument approach because it has a procedure turn as well as a missed holding
pattern over the SLI VOR. As many times as I have done this approach, I have never gotten
any closer than the 91 Fwy before I am asked to go missed so we can stay out of the way.
While we don’t have a minimum speed we have to maintain in our approach, many times
the tower will ask us to maintain or, if possible, increase our airspeed on the approach, due
to the traffic. Most airports don’t allow us to touch skids on the runway, so we either take
off again or air taxi to taxiways, pads or parking areas once we stabilize in the hover.
Why train for an IFR rating in a helicopter? Here’s my plug for all the CFII’s….all pilots
should have some IFR training. Why? Spatial Disorientation is real and is hazardous. CFIT
(Controlled Flight Into Terrain) is real and deadly. Weather changes can occur quickly and
without warning especially flying in coastal areas. If you have never flown in a light plane
in true IMC, find a CFII (or equivalent), schedule an early morning flight (marine layer), file
an IFR flight plan and make a quick trip in the clouds. Without visual references your eyes
and inner ear are telling you one thing and your instruments are telling an entirely
different story. Not ready to fly in IMC? Hop on Space Mountain at Disneyland and tell me
what you’re feeling as you enter the first tunnel area where the lights chase in a circle
around the cars; tipping a little to the right, maybe? Close your eyes, the visual cues go
away and you no longer feel the roll. Your brain can be tricked very easily and
understanding how to effectively rely on your instruments is a major tool in the pilot
toolbox.
I’m planning on going further with my helicopter career so getting an IFR rating was very
important for me. I had to get really good at managing cockpit workloads, my flying
improved because of the tighter tolerances in the approaches and my radio skills
sharpened up and flowed much more naturally. Plus, who knows what type of helicopter I
may end up piloting in the future and having my instrument rating and keeping it current
gives me a leg up on the competition, for sure.
Now the last big difference – what the heck is the Donkey Dance? It’s been a while
since I trained IFR in a fixed wing and it was only about 14 hours, so I don’t remember the
instrument start up and check routine; I’m sure we did something to check that the
instruments were responding properly. For helicopters it’s called the donkey dance (at
least at our flight school) and here’s how it goes: 1) From a normal hover, power up to a
high 6-10’ hover – did the VSI register the ascent; 2) Slightly rock the anti-torque pedals
back and forth (yaw) - did the HSI register the direction change, did the compass card move
correctly; 3) Move the cyclic slightly left and right and forward and back– did the attitude
indicator register the left and right wing dip and nose down/nose up attitude, did the ball
move in the ball and slip indicator; 4) Lower power back to normal hover – did the VSI
register the descent. Now you have successfully completed the donkey dance, checked
your IFR instruments and are ready to fly under the hood.

RIVERSIDE FLIGHT WITH MELODY

~Sofia Nosratabadi

Melody has full command of her plane. After 10 years of owner-assisted maintenance
projects, she can take her plane apart and put it back together again. She knows what
every part is called, and how everything is connected to everything else.
Melody’s preflight has extra nuances that increase her sensitivity to any abnormalities.
She closes her eyes as she’s running her fingernail down the edge of the prop blade, to
get a better feel for any nicks and cuts on the blade. Her ear is also finely attuned to
her engine sounds, so she can even detect if the engine is working a little harder than it
should. And she takes her shoes off when she’s ready to fly, so her feet are more
sensitive to any abnormal vibrations in the rudder pedals.

That’s why flying with Melody is a very solid, trust-inspiring experience. You’ll learn something along the way too,
because Melody will explain everything she’s doing in a very approachable, engaging, smooth-jazz sort of way, like a CFI
but more lyrical. She has created her own quirky vocabulary for some of the plane parts and preflight processes, to
make them easy to remember.
Once in the air, Melody switches into her feminine mode and starts purring into the radio.
The John Wayne controllers love her because she never lets them down. She repeats their instructions the way they like
to receive them (numbers/directions only; no unnecessary wording whatsoever, not even an errant preposition). And
she never misses any of their communications, even though she’s talking to me the entire time. Her mind is built for
multi-tasking.
We chose Riverside as our destination because they have Melody’s favorite onion rings there. We’ve been everywhere
else around here, so the deciding factor was the place with the best dish. And they let you stay in their patio past
closing if you are finding it difficult to stop talking and letting the day go. Just be prepared to work for it – because the
Paradise VOR is right outside of Riverside, it’s an attractive nuisance to a lot of instrument students and IFR pilots trying
to stay current. Plus, there’s Chino traffic in the area, so be prepared to be vectored around.
Look at that perfectly-aligned approach. And a nice reminder from KRAL to put your landing gear down:

Where Am I Again? A Student Long Cross-Country Solo

~ Jessica Yant

I would like to think that I am normally a pretty organized person, even outside of aviation. I plan several steps in
advance, pack extra batteries, and am usually pretty diligent about prepping for all aspects of my flights. What I
neglected to think about when I was prepping for my cross-country solo was how much time I would be spending by
myself. As an only child, I end up verbalizing what I’m doing out loud quite often. It is no exaggeration to say that I
verbalized virtually every silly thought in my head on this trip. In retrospect, I’m glad that I didn’t bring my GoPro to
catch my landings because I would have had to edit out my own voice because that’s pretty much all the video would
have been.
For my long cross country, I essentially made a giant loop around LA/Orange
County—KSNA> KVCV > KWJF > KSNA via the coastal route. It was a great
experience getting to head somewhere that is far less busy and quite enjoyable
not having to constantly listen for my call sign. The only unnerving part was when
SoCal passed me off to Joshua Approach. I went to make my call and no one
answered. I tried again, no answer. After the 4th call with no response, I switched
back to SoCal and asked his advice. “The mountain ranges can block our signals so
just keep trying until you get a response” was his reply. Trying not to feel too
much like a frisbee being tossed in the air between two people, hoping that
someone would catch me, I continued on until I finally got a response from Joshua Approach just in time for her to pass
me off to the Victorville Tower a few minutes later.
I was especially excited for this trip because I had heard that there was an airplane graveyard out in Victorville. Since
COVID hit, a lot of commercial planes were not being used and had to sit somewhere. In my pre-flight planning, I had
learned that the larger runway (35) was closed until Jul 30. Sure enough, as I approached Victorville, I could see that this
was indeed an interesting, aviation-themed parking lot. If you are able to zoom in on the picture, you can see the rows
and rows of planes just waiting to be used. I hope they see their way back up someday.
The man in the tower was especially nice, letting me taxi slowly to get a view of
all the big, flightless birds.
Now off to J Fox AirField, a straight shot from Victorville. This is really where it
began to set in that I was in a plane by myself for 3 hours. I had to get used to
the silence on the radio as there was absolutely no traffic in sight the entire time
I was on with Joshua Approach. I was tempted to start singing to the wonderful
controller on Joshua Approach, but you’d be happy to know I restrained myself.
The winds, however, were a welcome distraction from the silence, forcing me to
crab a few degrees almost the entire trip to J Fox field.
My landings were relatively unremarkable, something that I’ll take as a good sign,
especially as a student pilot. After landing at J Fox, I taxied back to catch a glimpse of an
older Military airplane, got my clearance to return to KSNA via the coastal route, and
took off again. J Fox is an airport I’d love to visit again.
I don’t think I’ll ever get used to flying directly over LAX. It still astonishes me every
time. I geek out over being able to see the terminals, all filled with planes.
All in all, I had a great flight. After shaking off the early jitters that I was flying a plane, all
by myself, for over three hours, I actually really came to enjoy the solo time and am
looking forward to getting my license so I can do it more often! These types of
experiences always inevitably bring up memories for any pilot; I’d love to hear your
stories of your first cross country, or any flying tips you have for a new student. I am
constantly in awe of the experience and knowledge this amazing group of women have
and I am humbled to be amongst you all!

Fun new experiences: Airports, airplane, seat, route

~Kelsi Calvillo

It was a beautiful Sunday for a quick hop over to Santa Maria for lunch. Diane planned a wonderful flight for
us over Catalina and the Channel Islands, but I didn’t know what to expect flying right seat. The only time I’ve
attempted to fly right seat was with Sanjal, but she had to take over immediately when ATC gave her
instructions. Now was my debut flying right seat with 3 great pilots and in a twin engine. On top of that, I was
also at two new airports - Palomar and Santa Maria. I was a bit nervous to say the least.

Luckily, Diane set me up perfectly to take over the flight and allowed me to get my first experience flying over
Catalina before we headed to the Channel Islands. I gave controls back to Diane right as the wind started
picking up so I could get in a couple of photos of the islands before turning back towards the mainland. On the
way back, I got to enjoy my food coma in the back seat with Melody while Sofia flew us above LAX airspace.

Flight to Santa Maria

~Sofia Nosratabadi

Diane Myers knows how to create drama. She picked the Oceanic
Route to Santa Maria so she could give a low-altitude Channel
Islands Tour to Kelsi, Sofia and Melody (by taking advantage of the
cold Warning Areas offshore Pt. Mugu).
This was Kelsi’s debut flying from the right seat, as well as flying a
twin-engine plane. And Diane did not go easy on her. She made
her participate in every phase of the flight, from checking her side
of the brakes, to reading off the takeoff checklist items, to making
her get a feel for the proper trim wheel adjustment in flight, to
maneuvering along the islands. She showed Kelsi how the plane yaws
when one of the engines starts to quit, and how the plane’s center of
gravity shifts when Sofia moves from the middle to the back of the
plane.
Meanwhile, Melody was having a first-class experience in the back,
wrapped up in Diane’s cozy blanket, with a drink propped up on the
fold-out table, looking out her window with binoculars that Diane has
on-hand for the passengers. She got the best view of Catalina:

Here is Kelsi showcasing Anacapa Island to us. It attracts a lot of boaters:

Santa Rosa Island has a dirt strip running alongside the beach. It’s used by planes flying people from Oxnard and
Camarillo to camp on the island:

Touching down at Santa Maria is an
interesting experience. It looks all wrong,
because their PAPI is set at 3.6°, rather
than the standard 3°, so it looks like you’re
coming in too high. Plus, Diane’s Cessna
414 lands flatter than a Cessna 172, so it
looks like you’re about to land on your
nose wheel first. After exiting the runway,
we had a Mexican lunch at Pepper Garcia’s
in the terminal.
Sofia flew right seat back to Palomar in a
straight line. (The GPS line was definitely
pink, because there were four girls in the
plane.) Even though we were flying at
15,500’, pressurization kept the cabin at a comfortable 4,600’. When we were getting close to Palomar, ATC asked us to
expedite our descent through 7500’. Since we had to lose 8,000’ fast, Sofia had to descend at 1,800 fpm, which would
have been hard on the ears, if not for pressurization, which made it feel like we were descending at 500 fpm.
And for the grand finale – the time-honored tradition of cleaning Diane’s plane:

Post-Flight Check, or How To Make Your NEXT Pre-Flight Easier
We’ve all heard the old adage about “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” and this Safety
message is all about thinking along those lines. If you’ve been flying long enough, you’ve no doubt had
to scrub a flight because you got out to the airplane and found a “no-go” item. Stuff like that can
really ruin your day.  Post-flight inspections are admittedly something of
an extra bother but let me encourage you to think about a few of the things
in this outline. You might just preclude finding a “no-go” that would affect
your next pre-flight.
Why a POST-flight check? I’ve listed a few good reasons, and I’ll bet you’ll be
able to think of a few more after you’ve read them. The first is to prevent
the urge to go from being stronger than the urge to have something fixed the next time you’re getting
ready to leave. After a flight, there may be more time to go over the airplane than before when pilots
can be in a hurry to pre-flight, get the weather and go. You don’t want to find yourself in a tight spot
because you told yourself something like “I don’t really need that for this flight”. Another reason is
that corporate, military and airline pilots have been doing post-flight inspections for years. The best
time to talk to a mechanic about a problem is when it’s fresh in your mind - right after you land. It
will also give you the maximum amount of time to take care of any significant problems before the next
flight. The last reason I’ll give is that it’s a good way to protect yourself if you’re a renter. You will
know what you did and did not do to the airplane if a question comes up later about damage, etc. The
FBO and the next pilot scheduled to rent that airplane will appreciate knowing about any “squawks”
sooner rather than later.
Below are a couple of checklists you might want to consider. They are fairly detailed, but you can
tailor them for the airplane you normally fly. If you read thru them, you’ll get the general idea
behind post-flight inspections. 
Things To Check After Landing And Before Shutdown:
Engine Instruments:
 Make sure the idle RPM is as it should be
 CHT and Oil Temp should be dropping as expected with the engine returning
to low power settings
 Vacuum/suction should still be high enough to keep gyro instruments erect (no red flags)
Magnetos:
 Check for proper grounding: with throttle at idle, turn the key momentarily to the "OFF"
position, then right back to “ON/BOTH”. Engine RPMs should drop and engine should hesitate
(“stumble”). If nothing happens, there is a "hot" magneto and consequently a "hot" prop!!
which should be checked IMMEDIATELY (as in right now - don’t put it off!) by a mechanic.
This has happened to me 3 times over the years and it was always a surprise. A couple of
times it was after maintenance work had been done and the mechanic had forgotten to
reconnect the P-Lead which enables the mags to be grounded. BIG, HUGE oops!
Mixture:
 Idle mixture is set properly if leaning it from full rich at idle or low RPM causes a slight rise in
RPM. If it is more than 100 RPM, the idle mixture may be over-rich. If there is no increase or
an immediate decrease, the idle mixture may be too lean.
Turbocharger: (if you’re so lucky as to have one!)
 Be sure to allow sufficient time for the turbo to cool down before shutting off the engine. Check
the Pilot’s Operating Handbook for recommendations. (Not many of us have turbos, but just in
case…)
Things To Check After Shutdown:
Interior:
 MASTER OFF! The last thing you need is to return to your airplane and find out
that your battery is dead.
 Fuel Selector should be either “OFF” or whatever position the POM recommends for
after shutdown.
 Check circuit breakers to see if any have popped. If so, an investigation as to what and why
should be started.

Lights:
 If any of them burned out, you (or the FBO) have time to get replacements for them before the
next flight.
Control Surfaces:
 Check for damage or deformation, especially if you have been through heavy turbulence, or tied
down in a tight parking spot where “hangar rash” might be likely.
Prop:
 Check for oil leaks around the hub. Streaks will appear on the prop and run up the cowling
and windshield. (This is for constant speed props.)
 Check for nicks and dings that will have to be filed out. Cracks (very rare) will ground you!
Tires:
 Check for bare spots/threads showing - especially if the landing was “less
than graceful”.
 Make sure there’s enough air pressure so you don’t have to hassle before
your next flight. (Note: if it’s a hot day, you might want to hold off as high
temps can significantly effect tire pressure.)
Hydraulic Fluid:
 Check for leaks near brake pedals and out by the calipers.
 Check retractable landing gear for leaks and fluid reservoir for quantity.
Oil:
 Crankcase Breather Tube:
 First of all, know where it is - have a mechanic show you if you can’t find it. All aircraft
engines have one.
 Check for excess oil discharge - it could be just too much oil in the crankcase or a cylinder
losing compression past the rings which results in a higher pressure and
temperature in the crankcase.
 Leaks:
 Check the dipstick to make sure it is still on securely.
 Look at the belly of the aircraft and around the cowling.
 Quantity:
 Check quantity as a point of interest when engine is hot. Check it again when the engine is
cool. Learn the difference, if any, for your engine in the hot/cold levels. Do not add oil
when the engine is hot if the difference is large.
 A big change in oil quantity between takeoff and landing can be indicative of a serious
engine problem. When in doubt, check with your mechanic
Fuel:
 Fuel Caps:
 Make sure they are not leaking (evidenced by blue streaks on the wing).
 Make sure the person who fueled the aircraft got them on properly (better yet, my personal
preference is to always fuel the airplane myself – that way I know for SURE that the caps
are on right).
 Leaks:
 Open the engine cowl if possible and look/smell for leaks.
 Make sure the sump “quick” drains aren’t leaking – the seals inside can get
old. When they start to go, you’ll see a buildup of blue fuel dye, or
eventually a slow drip.
 Quantity:
 Check the quantity of fuel added (if you fueled up post-flight) to make sure the fuel burn
was as expected. If not, you may need to recalculate your fuel burn estimates. Big
changes can indicate other engine problems or a leak somewhere.
 Filling up after a flight will allow any water to precipitate out of the fuel before you fly again.
(If you anticipate a need for less fuel on the next flight, then fill it to the “tabs” or “holes” or
whatever mark is there for a ¾ full tank.)
Have a safe flight!
Claudia Ferguson
Safety, San Fernando Valley 99s
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Happy June Birthdays!
2 Linda Abrams
2 Janise Lambert
6 Kelsi Calvillo
9 Hilda Hill
12 Lena Wilson
15 Mariko Herrera
19 Jacqueline Stokes
20 Kimberly Yehling
20 CJ McMullin
Happy July Birthdays!
8 Pam Hengsteler
10 Lianne Oakes
18 Andrea Averyt
25 Irene Engard
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated!
And, please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
Join Us Online
Chapter Website - https://www.oc99s.org
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com
To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

