Chairman: Sanjal Gavande
Vice Chair: Kelsi Calvillo

ocninetynines@gmail.com

OC99s Website: https://www.oc99s.org

January 2021
January 6— Business Meeting 6pm via
Zoom. Look for your email invitation.
January 21—General Meeting 7pm via
ZOOM. Look for your email invitation.
———————————————————>
January 23—Linda’s celebration of life
at Cedar Creek Inn 11am. (See invitation
on page 4.)
February 3— Business Meeting 6pm via
Zoom. Look for your email invitation.
February 18— General Meeting 6pm
via Zoom. Author Barbara Schultz will
speak about early SoCal Pilots. Look for
your email invitation.

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES®
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring
our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.
Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The
Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women
Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And,
to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Secretary: Sofia Nosratabadi
Treasurer: Lena Wilson

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Oc99s

January 21st General Meeting
Speaker Dave Brooks,
retired USNR Commander,
will be sharing his
experience in the military,
as well as military aviation
history. He is a docent/tour
guide for the Estrella
Warbird/Auto Museum in
Paso Robles. Dave has a
strong military background and was
awarded his Navy wings in 1954. He served
with NAS Miramar, San Diego and Fighter
Squadron Fifty-Four until June 1956 before
being assigned to Naval Air Training
Command, Pensacola as a Flight Instructor.
He completed active duty in 1957, joined
the reserves, and retired from the US Navy
on December 7, 1993. Dave has flown the
SNJ, SNB, TV1, T28, T34, S2F, F6F, A1,
C54, and C118. During his career, Dave
flew the West Pacific following peace
accords with North Korea and several
special flights to Vietnam, Japan, and the
Philippine Islands. He also has experience
with many Anti-Submarine Patrols in
Southern California Coastal Waters, during
the Cold War.

Bottom left: Sanjal Gavande, Kelsi Calvillo, Sofia Nosratabadi.
Second row: Trish Magdalena, Jennifer Walinowicz, Kendall Sinosky, Irene Engard.
Top row: Diane Titterington-Machado, Riley Thompson, Jinifer Conover, Adrianne O'Brien

Christmas Zoom Party
By: Sofia Nosratabadi and Diane Titterington-Machado

A fun time was had by all. Riley wore her Santa hat. Irene wore antlers and had her Covid tree in the
background—decorated with in-demand products such as toilet paper and hand sanitizer.
Diane decorated her office in a more traditional Christmas theme, while Sofia brought virtual gifts.
We welcomed two newcomers to our group. Jinifer Conover started her flight training years ago, but
twice life got in the way of training, and she had to put flying on pause. Jinifer shared a 'there I was'
story about her solo that turned into her first night flight experience. It was certainly was exciting.

Jinifer before flight and by her favorite WWII fighter plane, the Corsair.
Our second newcomer was Kendall Sinosky (right), a temporary transplant from
Alaska. After Kendall finishes her training here in Orange County, she plans to move
back to her home in Alaska so she can have a career flying bush planes and
seaplanes.
Kendall’s trajectory mirrors Jennifer Wallinowicz’s. They both started at the same
flight school in Orange County, though at different times. They were continuously
assigned different instructors. One flew with four instructors, the other seven
instructors. This is not the way to get good, consistent training. Jennifer took things into her own hands
traveling to Minnesota to finish her Private, then also her instrument rating in record time. Both Kendall

and Jennifer plan on getting their seaplane ratings at the same Alaska seaplane
base next year. Small world? Jennifer (right) is taking aerobatic training at Santa
Paula airport. To take a 'spin' with Jennifer, click on the link below.
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3dske78gxidz8uc/IMG_8893.mov?dl=0
It was great to see long-time member Adrianne, who moved from Orange
County to Mariposa, near Yosemite, 18 years ago. She was very active with our
chapter while in Orange County and served as secretary. Her hubby Pat, an
ATP/A&P/CFI, briefly Zoomed in with us. Pat was a regular fixture with our 99 chapter.
Riley's private pilot training is going well. Notice her Russian-style braid in the middle picture. This is
keeping with her theme of taking on Russian studies and language in addition to high school and flying.

Sanjal (left) passed her commercial checkride. Her hubby, Jordon, passed his
commercial checkride recently too. Ahh, life in a dual-pilot marriage!
One of the most hilarious parts of the evening was when we all attempted to
sing Happy Birthday to Sofia. With Zoom’s inherent lack of synchronicity, it was
like listening to tipsy bar patrons serenading their mate. Sofia seemed to like it
though. Maybe?
We also played an online game called Kahoot that Kelsi and Diane put
together. The game was a multiple-choice quiz consisting of questions about
our members from information in the Roster. It was a true test of how much
we knew about each other. Diane created the questions, and Kelsi created the imposters around the
correct answers. Kelsi would then read the question, and members
would click on their selection.
The object of the game was to see who could get the most points
not only based on the correct answer, but based on how quickly we
could make our selection. The game would give immediate feedback
about who was in the lead. True to her Russian spy roots, Sofia
snagged first place right from the start and held on to the title to the
end of the game no matter how hard others tried to unseat the
champion.
We learned more about our members and had a lot of fun doing so. Thanks, Kelsi, for finding a great
format for such a game. We hope to do something similar at future meetings.

One more milestone achieved!

~By Sanjal Gavande

I am so happy to share that I received my Commercial Pilot’s License. I am
sure most would agree that the instrument rating flight
training is more challenging than the commercial
certificate. However, I really enjoyed learning a different
flight training perspective for the commercial license
where you learn to fly in a manner that fits your
customers better. The fine tuning of your flying skills
and the confidence that commercial flight training
brings is something worth adding to your list of
abilities if you are looking to continue your training
after your instrument rating.
I would really like to thank the Orange County
Ninety-Nines for their support in assisting me get one step closer toward my
goal. I will continue to pursue my goals and keep learning more about
aviation while I help others like me reach for the stars!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Let’s celebrate Linda Eldridge – with lunch on the patio at Cedar Creek
Saturday, January 23, 11am (Their heaters will keep us warm!)
Linda was a valued member of our Chapter for many years, and taught many how to fly. Linda
also held numerous Chapter offices.
Besides flying Linda’s other passion was music – she
taught piano and played for the melodramas at San
Juan Creek Playhouse for years (several times OC 99s
attended the shows).
Please RSVP to Bev Allen: 949-230-2165
If you can’t join us, please send a few sentences sharing
how you knew Linda to RMYERS533@cox.net or
amyldavis@cox.net

BACK IN THE SADDLE AGAIN

- by Jinifer Conover

I was in the middle of cooking dinner when I noticed I got a text from Sanjal Gavande,
asking if I wanted to fly right seat for a quick flight to Gillespie. I think I did a little
dance in the kitchen and am pretty sure this is the meme I sent her with my response of
“YESSSSSSSSSSSSSS.”
It's been 5 years since I have flown, and I was stoked to get the invite.
The night before our Sunday flight, I am a little embarrassed to say, I pulled out an old
1980’s information manual for a 152 that I had on my bookshelf. I spent some time looking over the instrument
panel, reviewing terms and procedures. Like cramming for a test the night before. I was so nervous Sanjal might
quiz me. Lol. A funny side note –There was this one knob I could not figure out on the instrument panel, I
looked at my cheat sheet of labels and discovered it was a cigar lighter. Haha.
The morning of our flight, I got up after my first alarm went off. Ask my husband, I usually hit the snooze 3 or
4 times before waking up, so you can see how excited I was for the day. I met up with Sanjal at the airport and
we made our way thru the aisle of planes. I was like a kid in a candy store. She
pointed to our ride for the day, a beautiful Piper Arrow. I stood by admiring the
plane and taking pics while she did all the work
pre-flighting.
We got the plane pushed out and we hopped in,
ready to get her fired up and into the sky. No
joke, right at that moment the Goodyear Blimp
passed right in front of us. It looked as if it was doing a low pass over the
airfield or landing perhaps. Not every day you see that. I'm bummed I didn’t
get a picture.
Sanjal started up the engine and we were ready to go. I forgot how much I missed the sounds and the smells of
being in a plane. We had to wait a bit for the big boys to take off, but soon enough, we were rolling down the
runway, and then……..queue the angelic choir music………. WE WERE FLYING!
We were now on our way to Gillespie Field. It was such a smooth flight, with
clear, blue skies. It was so neat to see the ocean from this point of view too.
As we approached the field, Sanjal with her amazing flying skills,
maneuvered carefully over the hilltops and in for a smooth landing.
We met a couple of nice folks who had built an RV-10. It reminded me of a
DeLorean with its gull-wing doors. We didn’t have time to grab lunch
unfortunately, we had to get the plane back for the next person who had it
reserved. It was of course a perfect flight back. I was just taking in all the sights and sounds and scanning for
traffic, calling it out as I see them (which hopefully I was not too annoying with that). We were back at SNA
before I knew it and the flight was sadly over.
I can’t thank Sanjal
enough for inviting me on
this trip and for not
quizzing me.
I had a
blast and can't wait for the
day that I pay it forward.

LEARNING TO FLY
By: Sofia Nosratabadi
With input & inspiration from: Lyn Carlson, Garry Felker, & Jay Mason
If all you’ve ever known was how to be an airline passenger, and then one day you find yourself in flight
school, you will never be the same again. You will start noticing things as a passenger that you never
paid attention to before.
The last time I flew out of Long Beach commercially was 3 years ago, before I started flight school. Back
then, I was not aware that there were GA planes sharing the Long Beach Airport with the airlines. I was
oblivious to their existence, unable to see them. Like the natives who couldn’t see Magellan’s ships
when they first appeared on their horizon – it was so beyond their world view that they couldn’t
perceive them.
Fast-forward to 3 years later, fresh out of flight school: I’m flying out of Long Beach commercially again,
on Southwest Airlines, waiting to take off. And what do I finally see out the window? All these GA
planes in the pattern, practicing their landings. Who knew there was an invisible pattern in the sky this
whole time?
I should know. That was a mirror image of me months ago, when the roles were reversed and it was my
turn to fly into Long Beach in a GA plane as a student pilot. I can only describe the flight as memorable.
As I was setting up for a short-field landing on runway 26L, a Southwest Airlines plane was waiting at an
intersecting taxiway. That’s when my glidepath decided to betray my skill level: my short-field landing

over the Southwest onto 26L was about to become too short, because I was too low. A comment was
made about me scaring the Southwest passengers, because I was flying right toward them at a low
height. Needless to say, I had to add power.

Illustration by Garry Felker

And then there are all those airplane noises. If you are not a pilot, you don’t know how to interpret
them, so your imagination starts working overtime to fill in the void where knowledge should be:








Dog barking/seesawing during taxiing = Power Transfer Unit (PTU) cycling on and off, powering
the hydraulic system (which helps with steering, braking and air pressure)
Groaning undercarriage during takeoff = the spinning wheels of the landing gear are being
stopped by the breaks before they are retracted
The Chime during The Climb = the signature sign that you’ve reached 10,000 feet, at which point
the flight attendants can begin servicing the passengers
Engine stops upon reaching cruising altitude = engine is still on but it’s quieter, because thrust is
reduced when flying in thinner air (which has less resistance)
Rumble/vibration in the cabin during descent = spoilers on top of the wings are deployed to
“spoil” the lift and increase drag to slow the plane down
Loud thud in the undercarriage during an approach to land = landing gear extending
3 beeps from the cockpit = autopilot disconnecting

You will be forgiven for attaching your belief system to the world’s most enduring misconception – that
the reason they ask you to turn off all electronic devices during flight is that they interfere with the
plane’s radio frequencies. They do not. It’s an FCC thing, not an FAA thing. If you don’t switch your
phone to Airplane Mode, it will keep trying to make connections with every cell tower on the ground
that the plane passes. When you have 100 phones all reaching several towers at the same time, it can
confuse the towers. But don’t let my boring explanation get in the way of this female flight attendant’s
masterful handling of the subject:
WARNING: This video occasionally contains strong language (which is understandably deserved,
considering the situation; plus, it’s not like we haven’t heard it all before).
Why can't you use phones on plane?

Same with ATC. You have this notion, as a blissfully unaware passenger, that when Plane and Tower are
talking to each other, they sound like you and me. And then someone introduces you to the LiveATC
app, and you are surprised to discover that those communications are very hieroglyphic. And then you
start wondering why they are so full of themselves – why can’t they just talk like normal people. And
then you become so obsessed with reverse-engineering those communications that you threaten to go
to flight school over it. And then one fine day and thousands of dollars later, you find yourself speaking
the same indecipherable language.
Isn’t aviation magical? No matter how much you know, you will never have the satisfaction of knowing
everything. Just when your ego thinks you do, with your thousands of pilot hours, just wait until you get
asked about weather. Can you explain off the top of your head:







Why is High pressure depicted as blue instead of red on weather charts?
Why does High pressure rotate clockwise and Low pressure rotate counter-clockwise?
Why do you always have to turn right to keep your plane tracking straight, when crossing the
boundary of a front (regardless whether you’re crossing it from west-to-east or east-to-west)?
What is the Eastern Pacific High, and how does it influence SoCal weather?
Why do thunderstorms stop at the tropopause?
Why do tornados exist?

And yet you still come back for more. It’s a fatal attraction, as Pink Floyd reminds us in Learning to Fly.

Ships and their reflections in the ocean at Long Beach

Catalina by Air

~Ben Amen

It’s a brisk December morning at 0730 local me as I twist my key and open the small door and step into the darkness.
Almost automa cally, I blindly swing the large squeaky locking lever down and the pawl drops out of the bracket on
the doorframe with a dis nct bang. I hit the “open” bu on on the control box and the cables spring taught as the
motor winds the can levered hangar door skyward and the rollers cry out in protest. These familiar sounds are always
met with a ﬂu er of an cipa on and excitement mixed with an adequate dose of nerves as I begin a thorough
preﬂight of my blue and white 1972 Cessna 172 L model.
Although I’m following my regular ﬂow and checklist, this preﬂight feels diﬀerent than the ones I rou nely complete
before each of the biweekly IFR training ﬂights I’ve been doing for the last few months with OC NInety-Nines member
and CFI-I Carol Benne . Today I’ll make the short trip from Fullerton Airport to John Wayne to pick up Carol like I
always do, but instead of donning the view limi ng device and burning circles and descents in the sky, we’ll be making
the crossing from Point Fermin to Santa Catalina Island’s (in)famous Airport in the Sky - AVX. It will be my ﬁrst trip to
the storied airport in any capacity, and a er studying all the informa on about some of the unusual a ributes of the
ﬁeld, I’m glad I’m making the trip with a veteran and venerable instructor. Today I’m carrying special cargo as my
girlfriend Tracey is joining us. She loves to ﬂy and is quite familiar with our li le airplane as we’ve spent countless
hours traversing the California countryside to visit friends and family over the last few years since earning my private
cer ﬁcate.
A er shu ng down the engine at the eastside Execu ve Hangars, we hop out of the airplane and excitedly don our
lifejackets as Carol and I brief some emergency procedures that are speciﬁc to a water crossing such as this. As we
discuss the responsibili es we’ll divide up, our enroute al tude, and pa ern entry procedures, I’m reminded how glad
I am to not be doing this alone for my ﬁrst trip.
I power up the handheld to get ATIS informa on Charlie which reports winds calm, clear skies and a temperature/
dewpoint spread so wide that it seems clouds aren’t likely the rest of this century. A er a quick phone call to the
ASOS at Catalina conﬁrmed the same condi ons, we ﬁre up, obtain our ﬂight-following squawk code from Clearance,
complete a thorough and lengthy run-up and li oﬀ runway 20R with an early approved right turn heading 220°
towards the shoreline. A er checking in with SoCal, they approved our climb to 6,500 which is our predetermined
crossing al tude. There is no inversion today, so the already cool December air is cooling as we climb and we handily
make it to our al tude well before ge ng to Point Fermin, commence our le turn and head straight for Two
Harbors. We chose this route because it’s the shortest distance between the two land masses and the me spent out
of glide range to shore is close to zero.

I called SoCal and requested our descent to pa ern al tude at the halfway point of the channel and about 10 miles
from the island, they gave us the handoﬀ to CTAF. We began monitoring and making our calls as we approached Two
Harbors and made the le turn to enter the 45° for a right downwind to runway 22. With the pre-landing checklist
complete and a 6 knot breeze right down the runway centerline, we’re the only ones in the pa ern and it’s me to
concentrate on ﬂying the airplane. Per Carol’s instruc ons, I ﬂew a slightly longer downwind and held oﬀ on the
descent from pa ern al tude un l turning base to give myself plenty of me to get established and stabilized on ﬁnal.
Using the pulsa ng VASI and the slightly strange looking sight picture of the upsloping “carrier” style runway, I
descended to the displaced threshold with a li le extra airspeed in case of up/downdra s and touched down just past
the numbers with the stall horn blaring in the landing a tude. We con nued to the ramp applying full back elevator
to keep the weight oﬀ the nose gear as we taxii’d along the already roughening surface of the recently repaved
runway. We made it!
A er paying the landing fee and receiving my
Naviga on Cer ﬁcate from the airport
manager, we took a short lunch break in the
sunshine before re-boarding the plane for
our return trip. We again made a careful
run-up and took the runway for a straight out
departure to the southeast and completed a
counter-clockwise tour of the island as we
climbed to our cruise al tude of 7,500 feet.
This route allowed us to overﬂy Avalon and
AVX one last me before
mirroring our outbound trip as
we returned from Two Harbors
back to Pt. Fermin.
Southern California lived up to
“the brochure” for a picture
perfect tour of the island, bathed
in sunlight and a light, crisp
breeze as we toured the airport
grounds and the island from
the sky. It’s days like this
that I relish the privilege we
pilots have to just hop over
to such a des na on for a
quick lunch break in the
middle of a Saturday. While
the Airport in the Sky is not a
des na on to be taken
lightly, a li le planning,
studying, and a ﬁrst trip with
an experienced instructor goes a long way, and you’ll ﬁnd yourself completely prepared when you turn ﬁnal, advance
the carb heat and line up for a greaser. And, don’t forget to get yourself a world famous Catalina Cookie.

Icing – NOT a Piece of Cake!
It’s been a rather long time since I visited the subject of icing. However, since this is the time of year when we usually
get winter rain here in So Cal (though the forecast is for a dry “La Niña this year), I decided I’d “defrost” this subject
and review with you some of the things it’s good to be aware of as far as ice goes. This is a bit longer than my usual
article, but that’s because there’s quite a bit to say.
To start right off, there are basically two types of ice that form on an airframe, with a third “type” being a combination
of the two:
Clear Ice:


Like ice cubes - clear and smooth.



Solid and heavy and hard to remove.



Found in cumulus clouds and in presence of large rain drops.



Conforms to airfoil shapes.



Forms quickly.

Rime Ice:


Like frost or snowflakes - rough and porous, full of air so it’s not quite as heavy as clear ice.



Found in stratus clouds and in presence of very small rain droplets.



Distorts airfoil shapes.

Combination:


Rough hard conglomeration of Clear and Rime.

Next, it’s good to know the conditions that are conducive to ice formation both on the airframe and elsewhere:
Carburetor Ice:


Moisture in the form of humidity, clouds, rain, snow.



Temperature from 25°C to well below freezing, which means it can occur almost anytime.

Induction Ice: (fuel injected engines)


Moisture in the form of freezing rain, heavy snow, especially fine grain.



Freezing temperatures.

Airframe Ice:


Moisture in clouds and rain (water drops) 0°C to -18°C - water may be supercooled but not frozen already.



Note: snow, which is already frozen, does not normally stick to an airframe or propeller.

Of course, the best and safest thing to do is to keep away from ice entirely unless you fly an aircraft with de-ice or
anti-ice capability (not me!). The following are some measures you can take:
Avoid Ice:


Know where the freezing level(s) is (are).



Know where the cloud tops and bases are. (These first 2 you can get from Weather briefings, and keeping track
once you’re airborne.)



Watch the OAT when in visible moisture.



Watch the Carb Temp gauge for icing temp range.



Watch the M.P. gauge or Tach for signs of power loss.



Spend minimum time at freezing levels during climb/descent.



When all else fails, do a 180° turn.

As the pilot of a light aircraft with no de-ice or anti-ice capability, you need to keep in mind what you should do should
you find yourself in icing conditions despite your planning and best efforts.

Escape From Ice:


Don't waste any time if ice starts to form - do something immediately.



Notify ATC immediately so they can help your situation.



Climb/descend out of clouds or moisture.



Climb/descend out of icing temperature zone (usually below).



Avoid high angles of attack or steep turns - handle the aircraft gently!



Turn on pitot heat.



Pull carburetor heat full on at the first sign of carb or induction ice. (If you have a carb temp gauge, this will
help you determine when you are ice free.)



Use alternate air in fuel injected aircraft.



If icing conditions can't be escaped, head for the very closest airport. Don’t waste precious time trying to decide
whether you can make it to some more desirable airport further away. Get the airplane on the ground asap so
you can thaw out.

I always like to know the “why” of things, especially when I’m told that something is unsafe. So, here are some brief
explanations of what goes on if ice forms in the locations mentioned above.
Effects Of Carburetor Ice:


Accumulates at the venturi, slowly cutting off the fuel-air mixture to the engine.



Causes a slow decrease in M.P. (RPM in aircraft with fixed pitch prop).



When melting after carb heat applied, will feed water to the engine, which will cause momentary engine
“stumbles”.

Effects Of Induction Ice:


Snow and ice collect on the air filter and other air intake areas, cutting off air supply to the engine.



Causes a slow decrease in M.P. (RPM).



Can be bypassed by early use of the unfiltered air intakes - carb heat or alternate air.

Effects Of Structural (Airframe) Ice:


Adds weight (changes center of gravity!) – especially clear ice (ice is heavy!).



Raises stall speed.



Increases drag.



Slows aircraft airspeed (because of greater drag).



Lessens lift due to spoiled airflow over wings because of shape deformation.



Reduces thrust because of less propeller efficiency. (Don’t forget your prop is also an airfoil that can be fouled
with ice!)



Decreases control surface effectiveness.



Diminishes overall aircraft performance.



Can cause communication difficulties because of icy antennas.



If pitot freezes over, airspeed indicator will not function properly.



If static ports freeze over, pitot-static instruments will not function properly.



In rare cases, landing gear/gear doors may freeze in gear-up position.



Can freeze the starter motor, making an engine re-start difficult.

Hopefully, you’ll never have a serious problem with icing while you’re flying, but if you fly long enough, it will find you
somehow, somewhere, and I trust you’ll remember how to deal with it!
Have a safe flight! Claudia Ferguson, Aviation Safety Counselor
San Fernando Valley 99s © CK Ferguson 2020

Happy January Birthdays!
1 Brenda Jackson
4 Maddy Mearsch
11 Charlene Hengesh
12 Jennifer Allen - Friends of 99s
15 Jinifer Conover
16 Kendall Sinosky
17 Pat Prentiss
20 Barbara Ward
25 Ann Beeghly
25 Diane Titterington-Machado
26 Adrianne O'Brien
30 Tiphani Sach
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
Join us Online
Chapter Website - https://oc99s.org
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

