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September 2020

Annual meeting

September 2–Business Meeting 6pm via
ZOOM. Look for an invitation email.

Come see our 99s’
Memorabilia on Display at
John Wayne Airport (KSNA)
for our Annual Meeting!

September 12—SWS Fall Meeting
September 24–Annual Meeting 7pm at
KSNA’s Women in Aviation Memorabilia
on Display at KSNA—–——–——–——>
October 7—Business Meeting 6pm via
ZOOM. Look for an invitation email.
Through March 2021—Women in Aviation
Memorabilia on Display at John Wayne
Airport (KSNA) thanks to all of Sanjal’s hard
work!

It’s that time of year again! This year, our
Annual General Meeting will be taking place at
John Wayne Airport. We have an exciting
meeting planned to visit the display that our
Chairman, Sanjal Gavande, curated. The
display focuses on the history of the
99s, including memorabilia and artifacts from
The Ninety-Nines Museum of Women Pilots.
We will be getting a group pass to enter the
terminal area so please keep an eye on your
email for details!




OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES®
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support while
honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for
flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the
members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International
Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all
areas of aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for
the fun of it!"

Secretary: Sofia Nosratabadi
Treasurer: Lena Wilson

September 24th at 7pm.
Email will be sent by Kelsi with specifics.
RSVPs are required.

Orange County 99s get together!
Following a nice break in July for all our members to rest up, we kicked oﬀ the year with two great August events.
Some of our members expressed interest in some in-person mee ngs despite the current challenges with the
pandemic. We took precau ons to make sure that all our members could stay safe and s ll par cipate if they were
comfortable, and we selected an outdoor loca on, encouraged masks, and worked to socially distance. I promise that
picture only took a minute, and we were separated again.
We started oﬀ the month with an OC 99s Informal Mee ng at Hangar 24 because why not get beers from a brewery
that a pilot started? Side note, deﬁnitely ﬂy out to Redlands to see the original to grab a root beer there and a sealed
growler to ﬂy home. Seven of our members joined and one poten al new member stopped by. It was great seeing
everyone saying their ﬁrst in-person hellos since March. We learned about CJ’s plan to travel Italy before COVID hit,
Irene’s Costa Rica home progress, and Jessica told
some stories about her instructor and his me culous
explana ons since he’s an aeronau cal engineer.
Irene brought Sanjal Gavande a box of 99s gear,
including the bedazzled t-shirt featured in the photo
below. Most importantly, she gave Sanjal a picture
of a fellow Antelope Valley 99 who became an
astronaut, which is her ul mate goal. Two hours
ﬂew by, and the informal mee ng proved successful
with good food, beers, and company.
August 20th marked our
ﬁrst Zoom general mee ng
Standing: Shirley McFall, Shea O’Donnovan, Kelsi Calvillo, CJ McMullin
of the year. While some
Seated: Sanjal Gavande, Jessica Yant, Irene Engard, Diane Myers
members didn’t feel
comfortable mee ng in person yet, and others weren’t available on a Saturday a ernoon, this
allowed us a safe way to speed more me together. We planned our New Members, All
Members mee ng to learn a bit more about each other’s ﬂying history and interest. Each
member had a few minutes to talk about themselves, and anyone could jump in with
ques ons. Everyone had so much to share about their experience, even those early in their
ﬂying journey. Jen is ﬁnishing up her PPL training and prepping for her check ride (wish her
clear skies!). Jen, Jessica, Marika, and Trish all shared stories of changing instructors, and they
were able to share some advice about going through the new process. It was wonderful hearing the stories of our
more experienced members and their involvement in the 99s. Diane TM started the Houston 99s Chapter back in the
day, Pat served in every level (chapter, sec on, and interna onal), and Irene has put her involvement in the 99s above
ﬂying at mes, both in suppor ng the OC Chapter and the Southwest Sec on. We ﬁnished oﬀ the mee ng with Irene
and Pat sharing hilarious stories, featuring our male ﬂying companions.
It’s been an interes ng start to the year, but we are making the best of it and doing what we can to work within the
current situa on. August proved to us that there are safe ways to have in-person mee ngs, and Zoom is always a good
alterna ve so we can all “see” and support each other.

Best,
Kelsi Calvillo

CHINO COMPASS ROSE

~By: Sofia Nosratabadi

What would be your ideal Saturday morning? Waking up to the smell of Belgian waffles?
Binge-watching The Real Housewives of Whatever? Or driving inland to Chino at 4:30 a.m.
to paint an 80-foot compass rose at KCNO in toasty conditions with your mask on,
accompanied by the pervasive scent of fresh cow manure?
For something so uncomfortable, a surprisingly large number of us signed up for the latter.
There were members not just from the San Gabriel 99s, but also from Fullerton, Long
Beach, Orange County, San Fernando, and even Los Angeles. We came in shifts, but most
of the people from the previous shift wouldn’t leave even after their replacements came,
so excited were we to see this creation through. I tried to explain why to my non-pilot
family, but they didn’t get it.
I also tried to explain to them what a compass rose is, but the
words failed me when started talking about it out loud for the
first time in my life. So here is a definition for you, if you find
yourself stuck: a compass rose is a circle showing the orientation
of the cardinal directions. It is used to determine if your aircraft’s
compass is aligned with the Earth’s magnetic field. Sometimes all
that electrical equipment in your plane creates its own magnetic
field and influences your compass, producing compass errors,
especially if your compass is too close to your display panel. A compass rose helps you calibrate your plane’s compass so
it’s in alignment with the correct magnetic headings.
How many times have you gotten into your plane and just dumped all your stuff on top
of the dashboard close to the compass? Well, your portable GPS antenna may have a
strong magnet built in, for the purpose of attaching it to something metal in the plane.
Imagine trying to figure out where all that magnetism is coming from and ruining your
compass headings!
A compass rose is created by a 3-step process: a surveyor marks the correct magnetic headings on the pavement
according to FAA standards; then we come in and fill in compass rose design; then the pilot calibrates his plane’s
compass to those painted headings. To calibrate (swing) your compass, you taxi to the compass rose and align your
plane first with the Magnetic North heading, then with the Magnetic East, Magnetic South, and Magnetic West. Then
you prepare a Compass Deviation Card to record the remaining compass error, by turning your plane in 30-degree
increments beginning with the Magnetic West. (Just ask Diane Myers how easy it is to turn a Seminole around that
compass rose.) I was surprised to learn that the FAA considers a +/- 10 degree error on each 30-degree heading to be
acceptable (although usually, better results are achieved.
Precision-wise, we were initially spending an unreasonable amount of time trying to make our edges neat like we’re
doing a make-up tutorial. But our organizer, Virginia Harmer, kept reminding us that this is not rocket science – pilots
won’t be able to tell from their plane that we went a little outside the lines or that our paint failed to reach a small divot
in the pavement. This is highway paint (expired too!), so just slather on that bad boy and call it a day.
This was a 2-day process, performed on two separate Saturdays due to the heat,
but in the end this was the result that you expect from the 99s:

Fun, Friendship and Food at the Airport in the Sky

~By CJ McMullin

Catalina Airport (KAVX) popped up on my radar as a destination. Having only been to KAVX one time previously, five
years or more ago, I opted for oversight by a more seasoned pilot. Which basically amounted to one of our OC99 sisters,
Diane Myers, joining me in an excursion and conquest of KAVX. Diane, as many of you know, is an aviatrix of great talent
and accomplishments. So, despite the fact she is a kind CFI and friend, I was nervous at the yoke (self-imposed stress).
But that was on me. Diane was calm and cool, but I knew I had some rough edges in need of sanding!
Upon our VFR, Mesa departure from SNA, we headed up the coast towards San Pedro with significant marine layer
coverage below us. With aircraft arrivals into KSNA and KLAX across the channel, air traffic control requested several
course deviations. However, Catalina Island,
Twin Harbors and KAVX were visually
distinctive, making any moderate course
changes unchallenging for VFR navigation. From
Twin Harbors, we entered on the 45 for a right
downwind pattern for runway 22. Runway 4/22
is a tabletop runway, meaning it sits atop a
mesa with significant vertical drop offs and no
runway over-run protection, making a more
challenging approach/landing (look at the
photo!). Later I pondered what it must be like to
land on an aircraft carrier. With my approach
too high, I executed a ‘go around’ and was able
Catalina's Airport in the Sky is a tabletop runway.
to land. Upon landing, one must visit the FBO
(Image source https://adventuresforanyone.blogspot.com)
tower to pay the $35 landing fee. After paying
the landing fee, one can proceed to the ‘DC-3 Gifts and Grill’ café below to enjoy a delicious breakfast/lunch/snack
complimented by a spectacular view. The café is adorned with interesting images of Catalina history.
If you have never flown to Catalina’s Airport in the
Sky, it is highly recommended to do so with a
more experienced pilot or CFI. As OC99s we are
fortunate to have a wealth of talent in our
membership. Diane reminded me about some
good habits which I had allowed to falter,
including use of the heading bug, especially when
one is given a course deviation by ATC. It is good
practice to use the heading bug consistently,
especially if one plans to use the autopilot. We
also discussed the ATC instruction ‘resume own
navigation’ during VFR flight and if that instruction
by ATC refers only to lateral navigation. The
expression means you, the pilot, are (post instruction) responsible for your own navigation. However, if you have been
on an altitude hold, you should be given the second instruction of ‘altitude at your discretion’ and if not, it would be
advisable to confirm any altitude changes with ATC before executing them. Lastly, I try to do a thorough job of
researching new, unfamiliar airports and recommend the same, especially for newer pilots. There is wealth of
information, pictures, and videos on Catalina’s Airport in the Sky, as well as other airports online.

Another day in Paradise

~Tess Karich

Greetings fellow 99ers. Now that the gloom has left us we have the opportunity to get out and fly
a little! I only did two flights in the last few weeks. One,
on my birthday. Why not? I had nothing else to do. As it
turns out a buddy who flies a Paiggio was over at Chino
so it was as good a reason as any. Here’s a pic of us at,
Chino… I actually had an opportunity to fly right seat in
that bird about a year ago when my buddies boss had him
ferrying it around. A very interesting airplane!
I made one of my little movies and I will insert a link here.
It is short and sweet. My husband loves to take videos of
my landings. Here is the link.
About a week later I received a magazine from the FAA. It's a safety magazine, and it
congratulates new pilots. What a surprise! Just a gentle reminder that I am part of a pretty elite
bunch of humans who get to FLY!

National Aviation Day
Lastly, a little bird told me it was National Aviation Day. I was able
to go for another flight just to do our normal sightseeing run. I am
so interested in the Army Corp of Engineers project at the
Huntington Harbor/Navy entrance. The project is really coming
along quite well. So my husband challenged me to do a landing at
KLGB just to land somewhere other than KSNA. We proceeded to
do so; and might I just say, it’s been a long time! The landing
wasn’t great but we didn’t break the airplane so, yay!
In closing, I often count my
blessings that we live in a free
country that allows us the
privilege of aviation. It truly is
a privilege. I made another movie on that day, as well.
Like I said, I have some buddies who really get a kick out
of my flying pics and movies. They say keep em coming!
So what the heck, I will!
National Aviation day link
Peace, Tess

So THIS is VFR???

~ by Diane Myers

On Wed, August 19, Ralph and I went ﬂying in our C414. Because the air condi oning blower fan on the le side
had been removed for replacement, there was only AC on the right side. Even though Wednesday was my day to
ﬂy, I chose right seat – for the air condi oning! I ﬂew from CRQ over Catalina, prac ce RNAV 26 Oxnard, full stop.
Ralph ﬂew from there to Lompoc, prac ce RNAV 26, full stop. I ﬂew back to CRQ, climbed to 13,500 for cooler outside air. OAT on climb: 91F at 3000’, 75 at 7500’, 65 at 9000’, 44 at 13,500’. No air condi oning needed at that
al tude! Unfortunately, SoCal made us descend to 9500’ for traﬃc. At 3000’ on approach into CRQ the OAT was
91F. The sky was extremely hazy everywhere, but no smoke smell. WX at OXR: clear, visibility 10. LPC: Clear,
visibility 10. CRQ: clear, visibility 10.

Coast on our right as we flew toward Catalina, then toward VTU

Final approach, Lompoc—runway is visible straight ahead

On Thurs, August 20, I ﬂew with a friend in his C414A from John Wayne to Camarillo and back. He ﬁled IFR for
prac ce, ﬂew low approach at CMA, IFR back to SNA. (Air condi oning on both sides of his plane worked.) IFR
routes took us over land both ways, sky was extremely hazy, but no smoke smell. WX at CMA: clear, visibility 8,
smoke. SNA: clear, visibility 10, few clouds at 1200.

Camarillo runway 26 barely visible 8nm ahead

ILS 20R, SNA 1.5 nm to LEMON intersection

Approximately 8 miles from runway 20R, KSNA

Flying the RV-7 in Tennessee ~By Bev Allen
While I was in Tennessee, I got to fly in the RV-7 with my friend Jeff Kersey. He and I took off from the farm where he
keeps his plane in Whitehouse, Tennessee. It has a wonderful long grass strip and a paved taxiway from the hangar.
We were flying to Rough River Dam State Park which is a resort with a lodge on a lake. The airport has a great long
runway and on August 7, Friday, we landed there in Kentucky. They were busy paving the area around the little
terminal for parking that day. It is a very easy walk from the airport to the lodge. It has a 4-star rating and the lobby is
lovely. We had to take an outside elevator up to the restaurant. The food was very good and it was not very busy
when we arrived….You can see the lake as you come up in the elevator, and you have a lovely view of the lake while
in the restaurant. The lodge also has an outdoor pool. This state park is located 18 miles from Leitchfield, Ky.
We walked back to the airport and decided to go to Springfield, Tn. and get fuel and visit with some friends of Jeff.
Then it was back to Whitehouse and home. I am so lucky that Jeff likes to go flying when I am in town and he lets me
have fun flying . He and his wife are wonderful friends of mine. He was taking off to fly to Atlanta on Saturday…..he
works for Kenny Chesney and they had a job waiting for them.
If you are ever in Kentucky and want a great place to stop I would recommend Rough River State Park…..it covers 673
acres, has a great runway, lodge, restaurant, and plenty of things to do, and their rates are great.
Happy Flying

~Bev Allen

Photos from
last August’s
and this
year’s flights
in the RV-7.

A note from Diane Myers: “I Googled Rough River Dam State Resort Park – looks like a really nice park.”
Rough River Dam State Resort Park is one of the highlights of the Rough River Lake area, and is convenient to
Louisville, Elizabethtown and Evansville. The park opened in 1962 and has undergone many changes and additions
through the years. The park’s wonderful accommodations feature 40 lodge rooms and 17, 2-bedroom cottages. All of
these sit conveniently around the great park activities. Coming to Rough River Dam State Park in Falls of Rough?
Aviators can pitch a tent and camp near their aircraft at the airport air camp. The air camp has a central service
building with showers and rest rooms. Open year-round. Rate $10.00 per night. No advance reservations. The park
has a 3,200 foot paved and lit airstrip with tie downs. Aviation fuel not available. Visit airnav.com for FAA information
on Rough River Dam State Park Airport. FYI: Runway has a 4 degree PAPI on one end, 5 degree on the other!

RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHT TO MARCH ARB

By: Sofia Nosratabadi

Remember that time I went to Big Bear, ostensibly to do my Stage 2 dual crosscountry flight with my flight instructor? But in reality, I was fulfilling my Russian
spy duty by conducting reconnaissance operations over March ARB? Well, this
time I went to March ARB ostensibly to check out just how bad the haze was
from the dual fires in the San Bernardino Valley. This was done to break the
endless cycle of rescheduling my checkride due to the two alternating fire TFRs
popping up on and off, teasing me and delaying me from achieving my ultimate
goal.
I can’t say what I actually did there; but I can say that this time, I was able to penetrate all the way inside the
airbase, being guided along the way by unsuspecting controllers. SoCal asked us twice on the way there if we
were really landing at March AFB. We said “yes” without blinking, and it worked.
The ground crew were so solicitous! They seemed genuinely happy (and even somewhat surprised) to see
civilians there. I am not sure why – they have an FBO there called Million Air, made just for civilians (although
not many of them come to this airfield, maybe because they are unaware that it’s open to them).
They waived the landing fee for us because we got some fuel, which was only $5.05 per gallon. Inside the FBO
was nice with arctic after coming in from scorching heat outside; and they gave us cold water bottles with the
Million Air logo right away. Since their café was closed due to COVID, they gave us a
pre-air conditioned Mercedes to go find some food off the airfield.
We just had to try the aptly-named Sofia’s St. Louis Style BBQ & Fish, which was right off
the aptly-named Meyer Drive. It has BBQ rib tips, which taste approximately like this:
Finding March ARB from the air is easy. It’s in a wideopen valley, so you have plenty of time to ponder, John
Oliver-style, which one is the real March ARB, among all
the other airports in the area competing for your
attention: Is this March (vs. French Valley)? Or is this
March (vs. Perris Valley)? Or is this March (vs. Riverside
KRAL)? Or is this March (vs. Riverside KRIR)? Civilians
land on Runway 32, which is over 13,000 feet, so you
can’t get it wrong; then they get off taxiway B, then G, to get to the Million Air FBO.
Perris Reservoir is in that area. It’s an artificial lake with an island in the center and
an even more artificial reef on the lake floor made of tractor tires.
Taking off from March ARB, you are greeted by a little oasis in the middle of a desert,
to break up the vast expanse of brown everywhere.
Next time you want to test your landing prowess and be able to say you were able to
land in less than 5% of the available runway, head to KRIV!

Thoughts on Takeoffs
Off we go, into the wild blue yonder… or do we?
I’m sure your CFI told you at one time or another that takeoff is one of the most critical phases of flight. The
aircraft is close to the ground at high power and low airspeed. Should something go amiss, there is little, if any,
time for decision making. Please allow me to suggest a few things to think about before your next takeoff.

The Mythical “180”

I’ll bet that you and your CFI also discussed what happens if you try to make a “180” after you’ve left the ground,
but still haven’t gained the “necessary altitude” (as in at least 500’ AGL). That turn back to the
runway is not a simple “180” at all. A “180” turn would look like a “U” and put you at an
offset to the runway you just left. (Even if you’ve got parallel runways, such as at CNO, SNA,
or VNY, using the other runway is most likely not going to work, as there’s probably some
other aircraft involved.) You’ll need at least another 90° - so your turn is shaped like a tear
drop - in order to make it back to the runway. Unless you’ve got at least 500 feet of altitude
to work with, you’ll never make that complete turn-around.
Just try it sometime when you’re up practicing and see for yourself. At a nice, safe altitude, put the aircraft in a
takeoff attitude with full power and takeoff airspeed (also any flaps and gear). Then, bring the throttle to idle, get
the nose down and the airspeed to best glide speed and make a 270° turn. If you can do it with less than a 500
foot altitude loss, you’re an exceptional pilot!
The alternative you have at less than 500’ AGL is to find someplace to land that’s ahead or, with luck something to
the side. Have you ever really looked at what’s off the end of the runway you’re using? Could you land there?

Whoa Nellie!

Another thing you might want to find out about is the “accelerate / stop” distance for your aircraft. This is
something that multi-engine pilots learn, and I’ve never seen it for single engine aircraft. I believe it is worth
consideration (and I put out a safety article about it early last year). This distance is the length of runway that it
takes to accelerate to rotation, abort the takeoff, and brake to a stop. Knowing how far down the runway that is
could potentially eliminate some critical moments of indecision in case of trouble on takeoff. Many a takeoff
overshoot has been caused by an inability to make a timely abort decision. You might also get a better idea of
whether you’ll get into your safety margin if you accept a midfield departure. If it’s a hot day and you’re near max
gross weight, you might want to start from the end (or even wait until it gets cooler).
How can you find out what that “accelerate / stop” distance is? Well, there are several factors that affect this,
such as density altitude, runway condition and slope, wind direction and velocity. However, you can get a pretty
good idea by just going to your POH and getting the information on takeoff ground run and landing ground roll.
For a Cessna 172, the “accelerate / stop” distance is about 1350 feet for max gross weight on a standard day, no
wind, at sea level. That goes up by 60% to 2215 feet when the density altitude reaches 7,500 feet. I personally
would also recommend adding a “safety margin” of about 10% - those POH numbers are the results of tests by a
professional test pilot and I know I’m most likely not quite up to those standards!
Let me encourage you to practice this sometime when you have a nice long runway in front of you and a little
extra time. It’ll give you some more knowledge that might help you should you ever have to quickly decide
whether your takeoff can be stopped safely or whether you should continue and then come back around to land.

Have a safe flight, and always try to keep the number of takeoffs equal to the number of landings! 
Claudia Ferguson
Safety, San Fernando Valley 99s
© CK Ferguson 2020

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
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