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May 2020
May 15—Pilot of the Year applications due.
May 15—OC 99s Aviation Scholarship
applications due.
May 20—Business Meeting 6pm—Participate
via teleconference.
June 17—Business Meeting 6pm ACI Jet—
Come join us or participate via
teleconference.
July 7-11, 2021—International Conference—
Queen Mary—Postponed to 2021

Vi Cowden

See additional pictures on our new website:
https://oc99s.org/
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES®
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring
our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.
Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The
Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women
Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And,
to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Orange County 99s Avia on Scholarships
Apply today!
The Orange County Chapter of the Ninety-Nines
Interna onal Organiza on of Women Pilots is oﬀering up
to three scholarships to local women. The number of
scholarships awarded is dependent upon the amount of
funding available.
In 2020, the chapter will award three scholarships: The
Eleanor Todd Avia on Scholarship, The Orange County
99s Avia on Scholarship honoring Vicky Anderson and
The Orange County 99s Avia on Scholarship honoring
Shirley Tanner.
The scholarships are to be used by the recipients towards
an advanced ra ng or training to further their pursuit in
avia on. Each scholarship is $3,000 and can be applied
towards Private Pilot Cer ﬁcate, advanced ra ngs or
towards Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) advancement.
If there are no applicants for the A&P advancement
scholarship, it may be awarded to ﬂight training at the
discre on of the scholarship commi ee.
Click here to download the Orange County 99s Avia on
Scholarship applica on:
Orange County 99s Avia on Scholarship Applica on
All applica ons must be signed and received by midnight
on May 15, 2020.

Greetings OC99s!
I hope you and your families are all healthy and
well!
I recently listened to a podcast with a bunch of
scientists chatting about immunology. I had to
chuckle when one scientist referred to a virus as
an “evil genius”. Well, one little evil genius,
coronavirus, has implemented worldwide
changes. Luckily, as pilots we deal with fluid situations every time we fly. I
believe this makes us especially equipped to be resilient to unplanned changes.
Planning, preparing, having a good knowledge base and skills ameliorates the risks
when encountering something unexpected in a flight or in life. I imagine no one
planned for a virus to change our lives. Yet, we as pilots, have a solid base for
coping with ever challenging and changing situations.
Brain plasticity, the ability for the brain to change and adapt, allows the brain to
strengthen or weaken and even move certain brain functions to a different location.
This ability of the brain to morph and adapt to situations and recover from injury
never ceases to amaze me. Guess what keeps a brain healthy? Exercising and
challenging both body and brain. No kidding! You may have heard this simply
put: “Use it or lose it.” The great news here is pilots are always challenging
themselves. We win! The OC99s are dedicated to providing opportunities for
pilot education. Guess what else keeps a brain healthy? Having a good social
network is another key to maintaining a healthy brain. The OC99s are an amazing
network here to support women pilots through turbulence and tough times.
Because of the current events we have had to postpone numerous educational and
social events. Fortunately, we have an amazing group of women whose brain
plasticity has them rolling with the situation and working to reschedule and replan. Meanwhile, Plane Tales continues to thrive and inform us of our ladies’
adventures. Enjoy this issue!
Stay tuned and check your email for our upcoming OC99s’ General Meeting
online via Zoom!
~Cheryl

From a Warbird Wedding to My Commercial Checkride, it’s Been a Busy Year!!!!!
By: Tiphani Tolan
For those of you who don’t know, in February I
married my now husband, Jeff, at Chino Airport.
My boss was gracious enough to let me borrow
his hangar, which my husband, his family, and I
had cleaned out in trade. The week leading up to
the wedding, the forecast was for rain the actual
day of the wedding. But luckily it did not rain,
although it did make for a very dramatic sky and
a beautiful day! To add to the background, my
boss let us borrow his North American T-6 and his De Havilland Chipmunk, which really helped pull
everything together and made for some excellent photos! Honestly having a wedding at an airport was
perfect and so beautiful. What made it even more fun and personable was Jeff and I were able to climb
onto the airplanes to take our wedding photos. We even used the T-6 as the background for our family
photos!
Since the beginning of the year I had been trying to get my commercial checkride scheduled and
completed. First, I tried to schedule for 12 days before our wedding. Boy was that a poor decision that
ultimately led to my instructor and me pushing my checkride until after the wedding. I was able to find
an examiner, Cody Reynolds, who met with me on March 17th, St. Patrick’s Day, one day before the stay
at home order. At first my checkride was going really well. The oral exam only took an hour and a half;
and the examiner told me that he didn’t have any doubts on my understanding of the knowledge needed.
After the preflight, we got going on our flight. I was able to get through slow flight, stalls, accelerated
stalls, steep spirals, and lazy eights with no issue. I thought it was going great; but, on the last maneuver,
before we were to return and do the landings, I failed my chandelles. I was so bummed; it was a simple
mistake, climbing and adding power before reaching 30˚ bank. For those of you who don’t know, a
chandelle is a climbing turn where you bank the airplane to 30˚, simultaneously add power and back
pressure until you reach a minimum maneuverable airspeed and continue the turn to about 180˚. In a 172
you can typically climb about 400 feet during this maneuver if done correctly; but if you did it like I did
on my checkride, you only gain about 200 feet instead. I decided to keep trying and finish the rest of the
maneuvers that I could. I was able to complete them all except for my power off 180 completed with no
issues, and it was just because the pattern was busy.
The day after my checkride, I was trying my best to figure out when I could reschedule my checkride
because it was just two maneuvers, one of which was very easy. As I was trying to figure everything out,
I found out about the stay at home order, which resulted in my flight school and Riverside FSDO closing,
which is where my DPE worked. The DPE was able to make an exception for retests because it was
considered “mission essential” due to the 60-day time frame to finish my checkride. Since my flight
school had closed, I looked into using my boss’s mighty 150 instead of the 172 I had been using. Then,
two days later, my instructor texted me to let me know that the owner of the flight was going to allow
students who were doing checkride prep to continue. So we scheduled my checkride for March 31st. I
continued with the 172 and tried to finish out of John Wayne as it was closer and easier for me. But, then
SNA Tower closed, with no signs of opening any time soon. So I decided to move my checkride to CNO.
The next morning, I wake up to find out the SNA Tower is open again. At this point, I felt bad that I kept
changing plans with the DPE so I left the meeting location up to him. SNA ended up being closer for both

of us. During the actual training flights, with my instructor, the traffic was so low that I was taxiing with
the tower frequency and frequently having to do radio checks since there were a few minute gaps of any
radio calls over So Cal. One day, I was even able to do ten short approaches in a row on 20L because no
one was taking off or coming in to land, or doing pattern work. Finally, when my checkride day arrived, I
was able to go out and do one chandelle, to standards this time, complete a power off 180, and call it a
day. This certainly was not the experience I was expecting when I originally scheduled my checkride
back in December, nor the one I expected at the end of February. But I was able to get it done and
rewarded myself with ice cream!
Hopefully this experience will help others who are struggling to go flying during this time or just feel
discouraged in general about where their training is going. If one is going through a similar experience,
don’t be afraid to reach out and ask for help. Pilots have had their fair share of struggles in life and
aviation. Plus, I have yet to meet a 99 that isn’t willing to offer some advice from their own experiences!

An On-Call Checkride ~By Sanjal Gavande
Checkride. The dreaded word! Most of us know the emotions that go through
our minds on the day of our checkride. You feel confident yet nervous of
making any mistakes. You feel ready yet a little uneasy with the uncertainty
of the day. I was feeling no different. After countless hours of studying,
including trying to sneak in reading a chapter or two during work hours, lots
of training over the course of eight months with two different instructors and
after meeting a DPE whose idea of a checkride didn’t align well with mine, I
was finally ready for my checkride with Matt Harlin.
On the morning of February 17th, I checked the weather before heading to the
airport and noticed a forecasted temperature inversion along with an active AIRMET Tango in the area.
I went on to begin my checkride hoping weather conditions would improve in the next few hours. After
successfully completing the oral portion, I discovered that the weather conditions had deteriorated
further with low-level wind shear warning PIREPS all over Southern California. I made the decision to
discontinue the checkride that day.
Matt Harlin is an airline pilot with a busy unpredictable on-call schedule. This made me feel like I was
on-call for my checkride too throughout the next few weeks! Finally, the day arrived when both of our
schedules aligned with a day when the weather wasn’t too bad. Unfortunately, the airplanes weren’t
feeling it that day with a few maintenance issues. A big thanks to Taylor Wilson from OCFC, for
figuring out a way to get an airplane ready for us to use on time. By the time we drove to the airport, on
what we had thought was a decent weather day, turned into an overcast day. Understanding the high
possibility of SOCAL Approach control not allowing us to use the overcast practice area airspace to
complete the required maneuvers from the ACS, we decided to reschedule the flying portion once again
with the hope of better weather the next day.
It was now Monday March 9th, the day after International Women’s Day. Sitting in my work chair, I was
looking at all the bad weather that was moving towards southern California that week. I thought to
myself, “This is it! This is the calm before the storm! I better make good use of this time”. Matt
confirmed his availability for that day, the flight school confirmed the airplane and I was ready to go!
Third time’s the charm right? It definitely turned out good for me. After a smooth checkride which
involved circling over KSNA for over 30 minutes to give way to
the 10 jets lined up for ILS 20R, we landed and Matt said those
golden words, “On behalf of FAA, I would like to congratulate you
for earning your instrument rating”!
Did this experience test my patience? Yes! Was it frustrating to go
through all the training and checkride delays? Yes! But was my
persistence and effort worth it to hear those golden words from the
DPE? A thousand times yes! It was all worth it to improve my
skills and my confidence as an instrument rated pilot. I hope this
story of my struggle and success finds someone who is frustrated
with their slow progress and helps motivate them to keep going.

This past January I finally earned my wings!

~By Taylor Wilson

I’d like to thank my high school mentor, Jack Pavlik, who introduced me to
the world of aviation. I started my flight training back in September of
2017, during my first semester of college. From the beginning I loved it
and I joined the Orange Coast College Flight Team where I met some
incredible people. I’m proud to say I am still a part of the team and this will
be my final year with them, as the captain. As my training progressed I
struggled a lot between working two jobs, being a full time college student
and trying to take flight lessons. About seven months and 30 hours of
flight time later, I finally solo’d! It felt good to finally feel like I was getting
somewhere. However, I had a few struggles with my first flight instructor and felt like his ways of
teaching didn’t match the way I learn. I became really frustrated with my training and decided I didn’t
want to pursue aviation anymore because I walked away from each lesson disappointed with myself, so
after I passed my first stage check, I stopped. I don’t blame that instructor for it because everyone
teaches differently, and that’s OK. That just means you have to find the instructor that best fits you,
because you’re investing your time and money into this so make it worth it.
Luckily for me a new instructor reached out to me a few months later and I decided to give it another
shot. I decided if it didn’t work with her then flying wasn’t for me. Well thank goodness I went up again
because I realized how much I missed flying. Once I started my cross country lessons I was completely
hooked. My first solo cross country is more memorable for me than my initial solo and I think it’s
because my view of aviation was totally different this time around. Still juggling school, work and flying it
took me another year and a half to finally finish my training. Sometimes I could fly three times a week
and other times it was a month between lessons. I know that is definitely not the best way to do your
training, but it was what happened and I just kept pushing forward.
It finally came time for my checkride in November of 2019. However, the DPE had no checkride dates
until December. I was bummed because I just wanted to finally reach the finish line but the weeks went
by fast. Well, the day of my checkride was the only day of the week that there was a storm. Just my
luck. We rescheduled for the end of December, so I kept flying to stay proficient. It was finally the
rescheduled date and I was ready for it. The DPE was looking over my logbook that morning and found
a discrepancy, ultimately meaning I was unable to take my checkride that day. I was so frustrated that I
just went home and cried because I wanted it so badly. The third time my checkride was scheduled, it
got cancelled due to aircraft maintenance. You know what they say, the 4th time’s the charm, right?
January 11th, 2020, I became a private pilot! That was absolutely the best feeling in the world when the
DPE shook my hand and congratulated me. I called my parents right after with tears of joy that I finally
crossed that finish line. I was so nervous the entire checkride! People kept telling me that after you
pass the oral portion it’s like a boost of confidence for the flight portion. Well for me that wasn’t the case
and I felt nervous even after I passed. But dang, I got it done!
I plan on continuing my training and am currently in Instrument ground school. I do plan on making a
career in aviation whether it be flying professionally or getting into the business side of things; I couldn’t
see myself working in any other industry. I have met some of the most amazing people in this
community of aviators and they’re what makes you want to stick around. Some of my future flying goals
include getting my seaplane rating, tailwheel endorsement, aerobatics and some backcountry flying. I
also would like to be an advocate for safety in aviation, especially general aviation. In my opinion, there
are many avoidable crashes that happen year round in aviation and I want all present and future
aviators to be safe pilots because it’s quite the privilege we have to be flying around up there. I don’t
know exactly how I’m going to speak my voice about it, but that’s something I’ll figure out. Until then,
see you in the skies!

MEMBERS’ UPDATES!
Katie Kirby
Today is my 35th birthday! I haven’t lown in a year. I’m almost exactly one year from my spine
surgery. It’s been a long road. While I’m not lying, I am directing my energy towards my Aviation
Science degree at Orange Coast College. These photos were taken in November; my irst time back in
the plane. The little tyke is Vi. Her dad is a good friend and light instructor at Sunrise Aviation. I was
so glad to take part in her irst light, my irst time left seat in soooo long!

Jen Phillips
While taking a leave from work as a light attendant due to COVID-19, I look forward to Long Beach
Flying Club reopening as soon as possible so I can continue work on my Private Pilot Certi icate. I am at
my solo cross country phase.

GASSING UP AT RAMONA – HOW HARD CAN IT BE? ~By Sofia Nosratabadi
I’m a nervous flyer. Not when my flight instructor is with me, but when I’m by
myself. Some students feel a great sense of freedom and exhilaration when
they fly solo. My sense freedom and exhilaration arrives when I’ve landed at
home in KSNA on Runway 20L, a little to the left of the centerline, as always.
You have to admit, there is nothing more comforting in life than hearing that
familiar voice of your own Control Tower, even though you could not identify
him in a police lineup.
For a contrast in bravery:
Here is me in my El
Toro practice area
when my flight
instructor is with me.

Here is me in my El Toro
practice area when I’m
by myself.

When it came time to do my first Stage 3 solo cross-country
flight to Ramona, I was so nervous that I made a boo-boo
right out of the gate, and it started messing with my
confidence on the way there. I heard my flight instructor’s
voice in my head, trying to soothe me: “Forget about the
past. The past does not exit. There is only the now.” But the
blunder kept intruding on my thoughts! Only I know what I
did wrong, and this knowledge will go with me to the grave.
After flying for a while, I relaxed a little, seeing that the plane
was flying despite me. Until I got to that special stretch of
terrain past Mission Viejo called the San Mateo Canyon
Wilderness Area. It’s all mountains, up to 3,500 feet high, and
this is the only area on the way to Ramona where there’s no
place to land if your engine fails.

You know how new pilots, who are on edge, are prone to have that auditory illusion where they hear a phantom
noise in the engine that no one else can hear? I swear I heard my engine changing in pitch when I was flying over
those mountains. I kept looking back at El Toro to see if I could stretch it back to the abandoned runway if my
engine quit. Or maybe I could stretch it to
Highway 15 on the other side of the
mountain range. I was kicking myself for
deciding not to increase my altitude from
5,500 feet to 9,500 feet over this area during
my flight planning. I knew I should never have
listened to my flight instructor when he
suggested it might be overkill to go up that
high.
Miraculously, as soon as I got over those mountains, the noise stopped, only to be replaced by another concern:
ATIS was reporting that the winds at Ramona, which were normal when I left KSNA, were now gusting at 19
knots and the runway was reversed. When you’re in a light sport aircraft, going to an unfamiliar airport, and
you’re alone, it’s not a welcoming reception.
But I had to push that information to the back of my mind now, because SoCal Approach wanted me to start
reporting “runway in sight” from really far away in my estimation, like 7 miles out. They obviously don’t know
that spotting runways from the air is not my strong point. Ramona kept eluding me even though I was traveling

on my magenta GPS line and knew exactly where and how far I should be looking. I even employed a process of
elimination: I see a bunch of residential patches, so obviously a runway can’t be right in the middle of those
patches. So, it must be somewhere outside those patches. And not on top of a hill, either. There were so many
hills of all different sizes blocking my view! Most controllers are not pilots, so it’s hard for them to appreciate
what I am able to see from my perspective, especially that far out. Or so I told myself to make myself feel better.
SoCal finally solved my problem for me by making me follow another plane ahead that had already spotted the
runway. I was following the vectoring instructions, but then I made a turn that felt weird/unnecessary. There
was a pregnant pause in the air, like the controller thought it was weird too, and not at all what he was asking
me to do. He let me finish it off my way anyway. It ended up working out – I lined myself up with the runway up
ahead, and it was an easy straight-in approach.
Except that there was a hill in my way, and I may or may not have been keeping a healthy social distance from it,
vertically-speaking. It had crossed my mind that “Hmmm, this hill under me looks kind of close. What is it doing
here, right in the path of my perfectly perfect straight-in approach?” But I took the idea of “straight-in” so
literally that I was going to make it a straight line to the runway no matter what.
When I got closer to landing, that 19-knot gust of wind that was waiting for me to arrive to Ramona, welcomed
me with open arms by suddenly pushing me down closer to the ground. I had to quickly add power to go up
again to fix my glide path. The constant surprises were adding up to make things so difficult for me, that
everything became funny. I instinctively started channeling Jair, our pilot-dispatcher from our flight school, to
help me land. Jair is known for his bravado. He would never let this scenario intimidate him. I kept thinking to
myself, “What would Jair do in this situation?” And before I knew it, it was all over and I was on the ground.
Thank you, Jair!
But it wasn’t really over. After I landed, I had to find Chuck Hall Aviation to get fuel, and this turned out to be the
trickiest part of the whole flight. I got lost three times taxiing around the airport before finding it.
My first mistake was using Google Maps as a taxi diagram, instead of the Chart
Supplement version. Yes, the Google Maps version was more visually helpful
with its satellite imagery. But it also turned out to be inaccurate! It’s the Devil.
It will lead you astray. It had Chuck Hall on the other side of the wall from
where it’s supposed to be, so the only logical way to get to it was by going
around the back of the airport, which Google Maps “helpfully” suggested via
the Montecito Road. When I started following the road like I was supposed to,
I was surprised by a chain linked fence in front of me, blocking the way to the
back of the airport. So, I had to turn around and ask Tower for help.
Back at the taxiway where I started, I misunderstood which alley Tower wanted me turn into, where Chuck Hall
is tucked away behind other hangars. There are two windsocks at the airport, one of which is used as a landmark
to identify the Chuck Hall alley. I saw the big, obvious windsock in the middle of the field. But Tower meant the
little, inconspicuous one up on a rooftop.
After missing the intended alley, I got lured by another fuel-looking parking lot nearby (which turned out to be a
Cal-Fire lot, where air tankers pump their water/fire retardant to extinguish fires). I kept staring at those big
water tankers and those thick water hoses, and I couldn’t recall fuel equipment looking like that from my
previous flights. I started getting overwhelmed by my ignorance of aviation fuel operations, unsure of how many
fuel setup variations are possible, so I had to ask Tower for help again.

Back at the taxiway, going the other way now, I finally saw the tiny windsock on top of the roof! It was easier to
see when coming from the standard direction of landing on Runway 27, rather than from the direction of
landing like I did on the reversed Runway 9. Or so I told myself to make myself feel better.
When I got to Chuck Hall and parked next to a fuel tanker labeled “100LL,” I thought I was in the right place. But
there was no hose coming out of it and nowhere to insert your credit card. So, I just sat there and stared at it,
unable to process any more fuel information. I was so demoralized at this point, that I thought to myself, “I am
not meant for aviation. Everything in my reality keeps telling me so, and I keep not listening. I flew too close to
the sun. Everything works out beautifully when my flight instructor is with me, and as soon as I’m on my own,
everything falls apart.”
That’s when my plane was approached by Daniel, the
aircraft re-fueler from Chuck Hall. He recognized my
plane as a Sunrise Aviation plane, from other students
taking it there before. It turns out that the thing I was
staring at was a fuel tanker intended for a fuel truck,
not a plane. I was told during my initial flight planning
that fuel at Chuck Hall was self-serve, so I was expecting
to pump it myself. But Daniel updated me that they
don’t have a self-serve fuel option there anymore, and haven’t had it for the last
20 years. They removed it shortly after putting their FBO there. Daniel took care
of everything and made me feel grounded during the most trying part of the trip.
He even gave me a Chuck Hall Aviation patch, to leave me with fond memories
of this place!
The flight back to KSNA was so easy! When your flight is along the coast, going
back home where you know where everything is, what can go wrong? A rough engine, of course! When I was on
final and I had just passed the 405 to land on Runway 20L, my engine started running rough! I was trying to be
on a glide path above the jet holding short of the parallel runway ready to take off, to avoid getting hit by his jet
blast in my light-sport. But I couldn’t rise above it with my non-responding throttle. I felt a jolt coming down to
land. I am not sure if it was his jet blast or the wind, but my hands were shaking by the time I landed. I’ve never
been so happy to be on the ground!
My flight instructor was skeptical of my story at first. After all, numerous students have gone to Ramona, and
none of them have ever reported anything unusual. So how hard can it be? I know, it’s just me. It’s because I’m a
girl, isn’t it? I was trying to do something about my misadventures, to warn other students of the possible
mishaps they may encounter at Ramona, but it wasn’t until I threatened to remind him of my story for the next
2 years and to go to therapy over it that my flight instructor came up with a solution. He revised the official taxi
diagram of Ramona using Illustrator – he highlighted the exact Chuck Hall building among all the generic hangar
drawings, and drew the correct path to taxi off the
runway to the Chuck Hall building. He called the
revised diagram the “Sofia Airport Diagram” and
posted it at our school. He also promised to brief
future students about it when it’s their turn to go.
And, “someone” has also updated Google Maps so
now Chuck Hall is in the correct place!

Extreme Social Distancing ~ This Too Shall Pass

By Tess Karich

Since our last newsletter there have been a few changes! I am shocked when I go to the airport and it's rare to
see a commercial jet take off. There is very little general aviation, as well. I have seen a few brave instructors
going out with masks and have spoken to a few who are still working. I have also spoken to some who will
absolutely not instruct. I think we must make our own personal decisions.
That said, I have had the opportunity to fly with my husband a couple of
times. Some of our buddies fly to a destination and pull out their sack
lunches just to be able to get out of the house
and fly. My husband and I decided to fly to
KOKB just for fun and we took advantage of
their picnic tables there near the gas pump. It
was a nice day; but I have to say, there were some clouds that I didn’t like… I
had to dodge a few along the way. Those suckers multiplied while we were in
Oceanside! On our way back to KSNA the ATIS said there were clouds
scattered at 1800. Well, they were right over Signal Peak. So when I checked
in with the tower I told them I had to avoid some clouds and they just cleared me to the pattern. I was able to
go lower and south of Signal Peak to skirt around the clouds. I think that was a good lesson for me.

Girl Time
As much as I love my husband, sometimes you just need to spend some time with your girls! Colleen, who I
have mentioned many times, is one of my biggest cheerleaders. She opted to go for a
little jaunt out over the coast with me. It was an absolutely gorgeous day! We flew
through the El Toro practice area just to gain some altitude and on our way we could
see the snow covered mountains. It was really beautiful. Then we headed to the coast;
and, guess what? Not a cloud in the sky!
The coast was beautiful; but it was weird to see the empty beaches on this gorgeous
day. It was literally beach weather. Strange times. Thankfully we still have the ability
to fly and, as I understand it, the FAA is considering extending time frames for pilot
medical certificates, etc. Since passing my checkride I was scared that my physical
license may not come. Well, I am pleased to announce that
it did come. It only took 7 weeks to turn it around. It is
official!
After our nice flight, Colleen and I popped in to the hangar for our own little picnic
with my hubby! Humans are very social in nature and I really love to see and
spend time with my friends. It was so
nice to spend time with Colleen today.
Thankfully we are all healthy and
maintaining some distance while enjoying each other's company.
In closing, I am sure that it will just be a matter of time to get thru
this strange time. This too shall pass… I am sure there will come
a day when I can hug my friends again. But, in the meantime, I
will keep flying. I will keep up my “Extreme Social Distancing” and
sharing my little videos with my Facebook buddies and anyone
who will listen! Stay safe sisters, until we meet again!

Landing Tips
Pilot’s Law of Gravity: Gravity Never Loses (the best you can hope for is a draw!)
Landing isn’t trivial, as we all know. In fact, whole books have been written about it.
A pilot’s primary instruction consists of many hours learning landing techniques. If
you’re like me, you spent quite a few of your first lessons (and many flights afterward!)
just zooming around the pattern. (When this virus lockdown eases up, that’s where
I’m headed!) It’s great fun, but also takes concentration. You must to continue to
practice your landing skills periodically to keep them sharp and to keep the law of
gravity on your side. Bad habits can sneak up on you over time, no matter how long
you’ve been flying or how many ratings you’ve got.
Landing techniques change with the type and weight of the aircraft. Seaplane
landings on water are different from glider landings are different from heavy jet
landings. Whatever the details, the goal is the same: get the airplane on the runway
in a controlled manner and with no damage done. “Ta daaaa!” (We all deserve a
trumpet fanfare now and again, huh?) One of my instructors used to say that any
landing you can walk away from is a good one - tongue in cheek, of course! This
article will cover just the light single-engine land aircraft most of us fly. So, based on
my own experience and conversations with other light plane pilots, let me offer up a
few things you might want to think about before you land the next time:
1. Don’t forget your landing checklist! Whether you use “GUMPS” (Gas –
Undercarriage – Mixture – Prop - Speed) or, better yet, a printed customized
checklist (did you read my article last month?), it’s important to be ready to land.
The more complex the aircraft, the more things will be on it. Trusting your
memory isn’t as reliable as you think.
2. In the pattern, there is no set speed that you have to maintain. The FAA has a
max speed of 200 knots, but a lot of us know that’s not only ridiculously fast but
beyond Vne for the planes we normally fly. Use what’s comfortable for you based on
traffic, spacing and ATC directives. If you’re making a straight in
approach, plan your speed reductions in advance. You probably
won’t want to find yourself in a gravity-assisted “Warp 6” approach
on short final because you forgot to slow down, or, conversely, get
too slow and have to add lots of power just to cross the threshold.
This is a great argument for knowing the performance of the
aircraft you are flying!
3. Line up with the center of the runway. If you can line up with the left side or the
right side, why not line up with the center? There’s this great line painted right
down the middle that you can aim for. And, it will give you more of a margin of
safety should an unexpected gust come from either side. Based on personal
experience, I can tell you that other pilots (especially CFIs!) will judge your skills
based on whether you land in the runway center or not. Making sloppy landings

may indicate the rest of your flying may be likewise. So, do it right – land in the
center!
4. Plan to land in the first third of the runway. If you’ve heard the old adage about
the “3 most useless things in aviation”, you may remember that one of them is the
runway behind you*. Runway in front of you gives you more safety options should
something unexpected happen. If you can’t make the first third and the runway
length is more like Whiteman than Van Nuys, you might consider going around
and making another try. Forget the embarrassment – the alternative could be a
LOT worse if you messed up the landing for the sake of ego.
5. On short final, try to get to Vref. That’s 1.3 Vso, which is power off stall speed in the
landing configuration. You may also need to alter this depending on how the
winds are and your flap setting. Hold Vref with whatever combination of attitude
and power is required until you’re about 3 feet above the runway. Note: if you read
my article on V-speeds last year, this is one reason it’s important to know them!
6. Just above the runway, gradually bring the nose up with power easing off and
coming back to idle. Hold the airplane off the runway as long as
possible. As airspeed bleeds off, higher nose attitude will be
required to do this. If your speeds are good, this process won’t
take long and you can land “on the spot” every time. Good
landings are like getting to perform in Carnegie Hall. And how do
you get there? Practice, practice, practice!!!
7. Crosswind correction close to the runway is automatically made by
keeping the nose pointed straight down the runway with rudder while
making drift corrections with aileron. Be careful not to get too crosscontrolled at slow speed. A little extra airspeed (but not too much!)
may help keep better control.
8. After touchdown, keep flying the airplane! Lower the nose wheel gently and keep
your hand on the yoke. Don’t ever just let go or let your attention go to something
else. “Clean up” the airplane after you’re off the runway. Keep in the center of the
runway with rudder control until you’re ready to turn off. If you make this a habit,
you’ll be ready for the unexpected, which includes the gusts that come with windy
weather conditions! The old curmudgeons will tell you something like “fly the
airplane until it’s in the chocks!” That’s great advice!
The law of gravity isn’t subject to repeal. We might try to defy it for a while, but in the
end, it’s a much better idea to learn how to operate safely within its bounds. 
Happy Landings!
Claudia Ferguson,
Safety, San Fernando Valley 99s
© CK Ferguson 2020
With thanks to Chuck for his input!
*the other two are the altitude above you and the fuel you left behind.

Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarships
The Orange County Chapter of the Ninety-Nines International Organization of Women Pilots is offering up to
three scholarships to local women. The number of scholarships awarded is dependent upon the amount of
funding available.
In 2020, the chapter will award three scholarships: The Eleanor Todd Aviation Scholarship, The Orange County
99s Aviation Scholarship honoring Vicky Anderson and The Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarship honoring
Shirley Tanner.
The scholarships are to be used by the recipients towards an advanced rating or training to further their
pursuit in aviation. Each scholarship is $3,000 and can be applied towards Private Pilot Certificate, advanced
ratings or towards Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) advancement. If there are no applicants for the A&P
advancement scholarship, it may be awarded to flight training at the discretion of the scholarship committee.
Click here to download the Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarship application:
Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarship Application
Eligibility
1. Applicant must have been a member of the Ninety-Nines for at least 3 months and membership must
be current. Membership must be in effect with 99s International by February 15th of the current year.
2. The applicant must have a current FAA medical certificate, if required, appropriate to the rating she
seeks.
3. The applicant must train within 55 miles of KSNA.
4. If the applicant is seeking a rating or certificate grade higher than Private Pilot, she must have a current
flight review or equivalent and have all rating prerequisites to the rating she seeks.
5. The applicant must be at least 18 years old; there is no maximum age limit.
6. The applicant must be proficient in English as per the Federal Aviation Regulations.
7. Applicant must submit and sign the scholarship application and the scholarship award attestation.
8. Applications must be received by midnight on the application deadline, May 15th of the current year.
9. The scholarship award must be used for the purpose specified in the scholarship application.
10. If the award is to be used for flight training, it must be used at a certified flight school or through a
certified flight instructor approved by the scholarship committee.

Application
The application must be completed and submitted in full as stated below. Applications which are incomplete
will be disqualified.
Application must be typed or printed legibly.
Send the application as a PDF (one file) to: OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com
Note: Please submit emailed documents in PDF and Word formats (Google Drive documents are not
acceptable).
Contact the scholarship committee at OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com with any questions regarding the
application process.
All applications must be signed and received by midnight on May 15th of the current year.
The applications will be judged based on the applicant’s:
● Activities and commitment to the 99s
● Activities and commitment to aviation
● Ability to reach goals
● Letter of recommendation
● Personal essay
Terms
1. As the recipient, you must complete the rating or training appropriate to your award within one year of
the award date. Special adverse circumstances will be considered if this goal is not met.
2. If your progress is not acceptable to the Orange County 99s scholarship committee, all funds paid
toward achieving your rating must be reimbursed to the Orange County 99s Scholarship fund within 60
days of that decision.
3. $500 of the award may be paid directly to the recipient.
4. The next $1,000 will be paid directly to your certified flight school or approved certified flight
instructor.
5. Receipts showing progress of training and signed by both recipient and instructor must be submitted
via email (OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com) to the scholarship committee before further funds are
awarded.
6. Receipts showing completion of training and signed by both student (recipient) and instructor must be
submitted to the scholarship committee within one year of the award date.
7. Scholarships will be awarded at the Orange County 99s Pilot of the Year Banquet in June.
8. The recipient will be asked to attend an Orange County Chapter 99s meeting to report on the progress
toward her goal, or to submit a written report if unable to attend.
9. Recipients will be asked to submit an article about their training progress to our OC 99s newsletter
(Plane Tales) at OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com.

Happy May Birthdays!
1 Alpha Pallarca
6 Pamela Bajwa
10 Mary Kohler
16 Celia Vanderpool
20 Colleen Handrahan
25 Kiersten Ellis
29 Diane Myers
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS®
promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our
unique history and sharing our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of
The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of
aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Join Us Online
Chapter Website - https://oc99s.org/
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com
To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

