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August 2019
August 15 — Business Meeting 6pm —
Join us at ACI Jet or via teleconference
August 22 — General Meeting 6pm at CJ
McMullin’s house. ————————>
September 19 — Business Meeting 6pm
Join us at ACI Jet or via teleconference.
September 26 — Annual Meeting
October 3-6—Fall Section Meeting—
Embassy Suites, San Luis Obispo
October 17 — Business Meeting 6pm
Join us at ACI Jet or via teleconference.
October 24 — General Meeting

OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS® promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and
mutual support while honoring our unique history and sharing
our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots,
the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International
Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of
aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Secretary: Kimberly Yehling
Treasurer: Lena Wilson

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Oc99s/

August General Meeting
Our OC99's August General Meeting is
quite special. After some BBQ and
refreshments, Diane and Celia will present
their memorable trip adventure, " Nor th to
Alaska...By Cessna-180: The Adventures of
Celia & Diane." In addition to rugged
adventures in Alaska, these friends stayed in
lovely Victoria, B.C. at the posh Fairmont.
The scenery is beyond breathtaking. The
summary 'Alaska Reflections' at the end of
their photo presentation really sums up what
an amazing adventure they shared. You
won't want to miss it! See you at CJ's house
on August 22nd at 6pm.

Happy Summertime!
Great weather and longer hours of daylight make
for a popular cross country flight and check ride
season. Was that pesky marine layer persistent
this year or what?! Now we have clear blue
skies! Well, maybe a bit of haze…but who would
complain of that while hearing about scorching
temperatures in other parts of the world.
We are fortunate to live in a place where sitting
under an umbrella sipping lemonade seems just
the right thing to do. There is an additional perk.
The ocean temperatures are warmer now and
are great for unencumbered swimming – no more need to struggle in and out of a wetsuit.
This is also the time of year when many have the time and opportunity to travel. Whether you are
just landing, taking off or implementing a local ground vacation, i.e. staycation, do take advantage
of the August summer days. With the natural light lasting well into the evening it may be a
challenge to build up night hours, however, the lengthy hours of sunlight lend a great opportunity
to visit other places and make a day out of it. There are many possible destinations just a flight
away. Palm Springs, Santa Barbara, San Diego and Catalina are just a few. Catalina airport aka the
Airport in the Sky, has a fresh new runway courtesy of the collaboration between our military
(Thank you for your service!) and the Catalina Conservancy.
“… a total of nearly 200 Marines and Seabees were deployed to Catalina Island over a threemonth period to replace the main runway’s asphalt with concrete as training for future missions.
The Runway Repair Project was conducted as an Innovative Readiness Training (IRT) project
through the Department of Defense.” – Catalina Island Conservancy
Catalina is a perfect day trip, especially for those who want to see the sights and may not be keen
on flying in the dead of night. There is plenty of time between daybreak and nightfall to enjoy an
island day. If you have never flown to Catalina watch the informative YouTube “How to Fly to
Catalina” by Marc Lee. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qL67mLvXtQk
We are anticipating an exceptional year of full of neat activities for the OC 99s!
Hope to see you at our August general meeting at our new Vice Chairman’s place!

Cheryl

JPL Tour

~ By Soﬁa Nosratabadi and Jennifer Walinowicz
Huygens Probe: First ever spacecra to land on Saturn's moon
Titan from the Cassini mission, weighing in at 700 pounds. It's
the farthest landing from Earth a spacecra has ever made. It
spent 3.6 hours exploring Titan from the top of the atmosphere
to the surface.

Voyager: The twin Voyager 1 and 2 spacecra explored all
the giant planets of our outer solar system, having made a
40-year journey since 1977. The spacecra sends scien ﬁc
informa on about its surroundings through the Deep Space
Network. Voyager 2 is the only spacecra to have visited
Uranus and Neptune.

Golden Record: A message to aliens - this 12-inch gold-plated
copper disk contains gree ngs in 55 languages, printed
messages from President Carter and U.N. Secretary General
Waldheim, samples of Eastern/Western music, and a list of
images explaining the life on Earth.

Mars Rover (Curiosity): Launched in 2011 and
landed in 2012. Nikki introduces it as being famous
for its 7 Minutes of Terror, as it presented unique
challenges in its new landing system. This ongoing
mission is trying to determine if the red planet is or
ever was habitable. It's the size of a small car, selfdiagnosing, has 17 cameras, and uploads data
con nuously (it takes 24 hours for the data to reach
the Earth). Since NASA didn't want JPL's name on it,
the clever scien sts at JPL found a way to use Morse
Code to leave the JPL name behind. By cu ng out
holes in the wheels, any me the Rover moves, it
stamps the JPL name on the Mar an ground.

JPL Tour, con nued

~ By Soﬁa Nosratabadi and Jennifer Walinowicz
Mars Rover (Spirit): Launched in 2003 and landed in 2004.
Explored Mars and searched for signs of past life. It outlasted its
90-day mission by ... 7 years!

Infrared Display: Infrared light is invisible, but it provides heat and temperature
informa on about people, animals, sidewalks, planets, and galaxies. Infrared and
visible light represent the range of all forms of light in the universe.

Light Curtain (Satellite Uplink): This display is an
alterna ng info-graphic of real- me satellite
transmissions from the Deep Space Network. It
transmits data from all the orbi ng satellites and
rovers using ﬁber op cs.

Mars 2020 Rover Lab: In July 2020, JPL will being launching the Mars
2020 Rover from the Cape Canaveral Airforce Sta on. It will search
for past life, categorize the plaent's climate and geology, collect
Mar an rock and soil samples and store them on the planet's surface
for retrieval and return to Earth by future missions. The Rover is
being designed in a special medical-grade sterile lab. If you thought
ﬂight suits were out of style, look at these poor engineers working on
the Rover in their bunny suits. Food and drink in the lab? Fuhgeddaboudit! Every me they have to use the restroom, they have to take
an air shower before leaving the room. At least they s ll get to use
their cellphones (in a special area)! Have kids? Keep your eyes open
for a compe on to name the 2020 Mars Rover later this year!

JPL Tour, con nued

~ By Soﬁa Nosratabadi and Jennifer Walinowicz

Mission Control Center: Home to Lucky Peanuts and the Center of the Universe (a/k/a Spaceﬂight Opera ons Facility), it is in
charge of monitoring all its space projects, including the Deep Space Network Command Center. A er 6 unsuccessful robo c
missions to the Moon, for the Ranger 7 launch, the mission trajectory engineer Dick Wallace handed out peanuts to the
nervous engineers in mission control to take the edge oﬀ, star ng a new JPL tradi on.

Our lovely tour guides with Cheryl Cotman, OC99 Chairman
outside the JPL facility.

FROM LEFT THRU BACK ROW Jennifer Walinowicz, Kristen Samayoa, Kimmie Yehling, Pat Pren ss, Diane Ti erington-Machado,
Tiphani Sach, Marlene Garraﬀa, Tess Karich, Shirley McFall, Caryl Collins, Soﬁa Nosratabadi
FRONT ROW Lena Wilson, Trish Magdaleno, Bev Allen, Deep Singh, Sanjal Gavande, Deborah So le, Pamela Bajwa,
Irene Engard, Alan Engard, Cheryl Cotman, R. Kassel Row

Whirly Girl Flight 1

~By Karen Vaughn

I never saw much of helicopters when I was growing up in Northern California, but when I left to attend
college, copter night flights and search lights were a regular occurrence in the densely populated
Southern California neighborhoods near the school. That started my fascination with these wonders of
the sky. Search and rescue. Firefighting. Medivac. There were television shows like Hawaii Five-O,
M.A.S.H., and Magnum P.I. which featured fabulous helicopter maneuvers. Awesome. Maybe someday
I’d get to ride in one of those birds.
That opportunity came few days ago. I was finally able to have a helicopter discovery flight/lesson at
California Aviation Services at Riverside Municipal Airport (KRAL). I checked in and completed any extra
paperwork. While I waited for the CFI-H Fernando Saldana to return from another flight, I chatted with
CFI-H Adam Farley. Adam earned his copter wings out of state, and then came to California for work.
Southern California has lots of entry job opportunities for pilots to give helicopter tours. He finished up
his CFI–H certificate at Chino Airport (KCNO) with Heather (Dufford) Gerthe. She just so happened to be
my terrific CFI with whom I first soloed in a Cessna 172. Adam landed a job at Cal Aviation a few years
ago and while there earned his CFI for ASEL. He keeps busy instructing in both helicopters and fixed
winged planes. He added that it’s easier for helicopter pilots to transition to a plane rather than the
other way around. (I later confirmed that statement!) Many of the school’s students are International,
particularly from China and Korea. The governments there is eager to send qualified young adults to the
States to get the best flight instruction in the world. These students must navigate the English language,
the American culture, and learning to fly. This says a lot about the quality of aviation instruction here in
the U.S.
It wasn’t long until CFI-H Fernando was ready for my flight. We walked to the area where the school’s
helicopter fleet was parked. We preflighted N4066S, a Robinson R22. Hands down, the helicopter
preflight took much longer than that of a Cessna 172!

Ooo, I see a juicy matrix of differential equations here!

Pre-flight inspection, including the
sophisticated yaw string*, is complete.
*The yaw string is used to tell the
direction of slipping or skidding, helping
the pilot to properly correct to zero
sideslip.

The R22 is Robinson’s premier trainer aircraft, which is 40 years old this year. The Torrance, CA based
company founder Frank Robinson was an employee of Bell and Hughes before developing this two
bladed, two seater, single engine, light utility helicopter. To me, though, it looked massively daunting.
Once the ignition was on, the avionics was also switched on. We then engaged the main rotor and
waited, what seem quite awhile, for the rpm (on the meter) to rise to 70%. The run-up (checking
magnitoes, etc.) occur right there. No need to taxi to the run-up area.
Final check of ATIS, and then we called the tower, requesting
SW departure direct to Lake Matthews. With a combination of
ascention and forward velocity, we took off. Soon a frequency
change was approved. We remained at about 1500’.
I marvelled at the scenery so close to me. But there was no
time to daydream. Fernando continued my lesson. Visual
reference was important. I was to rely on finding the horizon
to maintain correct attitude, while also being aware of the
dissymmetry from lift of the rotor. I practiced. Wow, I could
keep the copter straight and level!
Copter 066 Sierra cleared for
take-off, direct to Lake Matthews.

At the Lake Matthews practice area I tried some turns. This was
work, but very fun. A lot of the controls seemed counter
intuitive. Pleased with my progress, Fernando next had me try
to maintain my speed for various manifold pressure settings.
Now I had to “simutaneously pat my head, rub my tummy, AND chew gum?” Flying a helicopter was
truly for the master of multitasking.
After obtaining the new ATIS information and tower permission, we headed back to the airport and
practiced hovering. Oh, these instruments were so sensitive. I imagine it looked as if the bird was being
tossed by the wind. On second thought, don’t tell me
how I looked!
After Ground control granted us permission to return to
helicopter parking, I noticed how busy the area was of
other aircraft. No one seemed to acknowledge the R22’s
presence. No eye contact. No wave. Nothing. I asked
Fernando if this was a regular occurrence.
Unfortunately, the answer was yes.

Gee, George Jetson made hovering look
easy!

After 066 Sierra was parked, shut down, and secured, we
returned to the school office to settle the bill and have a
first helicopter lesson entry inscribed in my logbook. I
came away with more respect for helicopters and their
pilots. And more importantly, I will be more mindful of
all activity around any aircraft I fly.

Thanks Fernando, Adam, and California Aviation Services!
Flying! Got to love it!

MEMBERS’ UPDATES!
Jen Huard: I am back training with my amazing Instructor, Ryan Davis, who is s ll recovering from the

Compton T-28 plane crash that happened last March., at Long Beach Flying Club. I was able to solo with his
ﬁrst endorsement given since the incident and it was a really special milestone in my training. My landings
were smooth and I was oddly calm the en re me. The only thing that went wrong was my ba eries in my
ANR headset died before the last trip around the pa ern and it became really noisy. I felt like I was yelling at
the LGB Tower because it was so loud. “Student pilot, ﬁrst solo!!!”

Trish Magdaleno: It was an amazing day, for my ﬁrst solo! Sunny, li le wind, but lots of traﬃc at SNA!

Working ﬁrst with CFI David Leslie, I was ge ng the basics down, but then he had to leave to train for his
new career as a corporate pilot and was worried I wasn’t going to be able to con nue. But, I have had the
privilege of now working with Amy Davis, as my CFI. She stepped in and got me through this ﬁrst hurdle! She
has been so encouraging, pa ent and surprised me with the statement: “It’s me, for that 1st solo! You can
do this!” Yikes, I said! I just listened to her informa on in my head as I took oﬀ and around the pa ern! It’s
amazing how much recall we have when we’re put to the test! It was an empowering and humbling
experience at the same me. Ready for more training! :-)

Lina's Shower
July 20, 2019

Christina Schick and OC 99 Kiersten Ellis hosted a lovely
shower for OC99 Lina and Trent Tullberg for their baby
Tatum—who is due the second week in August. OC99s in
attendance for this fun shower were, Sofia Nosratabadi (our
photographer), Pat Prentiss and Diane Titterington-Machado.

Letters from Essay Contest Winners, Grant and Gabriylla
Grant Penderghast
Hello Mrs. Titterington,
Thank you so much for the free flight lesson and the online Rod Machado ground school. I am very grateful to the
Orange County 99's for your generosity and for your pursuit to better the futures of young people like me who wish to
begin our journeys into the aviation industry. I have recently begun my own, just having reached my eighth hour of flight
time. I am head-over-heels for the opportunity to fly, and I am beyond excited to learn from the Rod Machado ground
school. It is an incredible tool, and I intend to use it to its full potential. I have been taking flight lessons from Orange
County Flying Lessons in Costa Mesa, California, and I love every minute I am there.
My flight with Orange County Flying Center was enjoyable and informative. My instructor was knowledgeable, skilled
and capable. I was also able to learn how the airport operates from the terminal side of the runway and experience
taxing up close and personal to the big jets, which was fantastic.
Additionally, the OC 99's representative, Kimmy, was absolutely wonderful.
She was extremely encouraging, and it was fantastic to hear her perspective
as someone who went through this process somewhat recently and
understands where the student is coming from.
Once again, I am truly grateful for all that the OC 99’s have done for me and
for other aspiring pilots like me.
Thank you for this opportunity to learn from the Rod Machado ground
school. I have listened to the first lesson, and I am very excited to make the
best of this resource. I am so very thankful for this gift you have given me.
Sincerely,
Pilot in Training,
Grant Penderghast

Gabriylla Tantardini
I would like to say I have taken my flight and thank you for picking me to go on this flight. It was a wonderful experience
to have. Gabriylla
Kimmie Yehling met with Gabriylla and said, "She was such a delightful girl!!"

Paying it forward… Look who’s teaching 3-6 year olds about flying?
Sunrise’s very own Philip Osmena who is Sofia’s instructor!
Phil was at my 4-year-old son Charlie’s daycare, explaining to the kids how pilots fly an airplane and
showing them all the pilot paraphernalia, from the headsets to maps and charts, hood, kneeboard, pilot
logbook and pilot’s license. And, Charlie went around the room showing the class photos of his flight that
Phil took him on a few months ago.
The kids were so enthralled by Phil, they couldn’t stop talking over him and asking him questions. The
teachers really appreciated this, as they have never had this type of presentation before. One of the
teachers is a certified skydiver, and she loves hearing about anything related to flying.
And, in relation to the OC 99s, at first none of the girls wanted to be a pilot (I think they were intimidated at
first), but by the time Phil was done with his presentation, all the girls raised their hand wanting to be
pilots.
Thank you, Phil, for your service to our Irvine community!
Sofia Nosratabadi

Special VFR – O Say, Can You See?
It's been quite some time since I wrote about Special Visual Flight Rules (SVFR), and this is a time of year
when we might have occasion to use this rather convenient feature in the FARs. Since I don’t use it much I
thought I'd review a few things about it and refresh my memory – and yours.
Bottom line, in plain English: Special VFR lowers the flight visibility and cloud-clearance requirements of
controlled airspace for the purpose of letting an airplane in or out, in effect temporarily making that area like
Class G uncontrolled airspace.
Special VFR is outlined in FAR 91.157 (on-line, see http://www.risingup.com/fars/info/part91-157-FAR.shtml for a cross-linked
listing, and the FAA website for the “official” reg:
http://www.airweb.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgFar.nsf/0/1fd2bed8df369eb0852566cf00618687?OpenDocument).
It lays out some basic conditions for flying Special VFR. These conditions are as follows:
• You must have an ATC Clearance to fly SVFR
• The flight must be at or below 10,000 ft. MSL
• The weather minimums are that you must have 1 statute mile visibility (except helicopters) and be
able to stay clear of clouds.
• If you fly SVFR at night, you must be instrument rated, as outlined in FAR 61 and your aircraft must be
equipped for IFR flight, as stated in FAR 91.205. What this says is that you don’t have to actually file
IFR, but you’d better be ready and able to if you find the need arise.
• You must be operating under FAR Part 91 (no charter or airline SVFR)
One important aspect of SVFR is left out of this regulation completely, and that is that if you want to fly SVFR, you have to
specifically and directly ASK for it. ATC will not ever offer or suggest or it to you. It isn't allowed. If there is no tower at your airport,
you'll have to call the nearest ATC facility for your clearance into controlled airspace. Keep in mind that from 0-1200’ AGL, the
airspace at a non-tower airport is “Class G”, which (as stated above) means the flight visibility or cloud clearance requirements in the
day (night is more restricted) are the same as for SVFR: 1 sm, clear of clouds.
You also may have to rely on your own judgment for ground visibility. The pilot has always been the authority for flight visibility, but
if you're on the ground the situation is different. If there is no "official" (ATIS, AWOS, ASOS) visibility available at a "satellite" airport
where you are, you now have the ability to determine it for yourself, assuming you are flying under Part 91 (this excludes charter
and commercial ops). This change was made to the FARs not all that many years ago. It used to be that the SVFR visibility was
determined by the reported visibility at the "main" airport, which can be different at a satellite airport even just a few miles away.
For example, if you wanted to take off from Fla-Bob, and Riverside (RAL), which is the closest tower airport, was reporting less than
1 mile, if you determined that visibility at Fla-Bob was at least 1 mile (assuming there is no "official" visibility reported on the field),
you could request the SVFR and get it.
This keeps things pretty restricted, but I'm sure you'll agree it’s a wise thing to do. These restrictions are
designed to make sure that you’ll be able to keep yourself oriented and away from things like mountains
power lines and other aircraft. It's pretty easy to lose track of where things are if you can only see a mile. If
you're going along at 120 kts., that gives you 30 seconds to see something, react to it and adjust your flight
path if necessary. For that reason, SVFR is not something I can recommend without some reservation. Some risks
are not worth taking if you aren’t comfortable about your abilities and the situation. Keeping yourself, your passengers and aircraft
safe is your primary responsibility, and unless you are absolutely certain you can do this, better to leave SVFR for another time.
Work with your instructor if you want to build your confidence in this area.
That said, however, SVFR is legal, and can be very useful. I made good use of it one day when the weather at Chino was reported 1
mile, but the visibility at Corona (my home base at the time) was reported 3 miles (AWOS). Corona is just 6 miles south of Chino. I
received a SVFR clearance from the Chino Tower (the closest ATC facility), and was able to get home through “non-Class G airspace”
in a safe and expeditious manner.
Claudia Ferguson
SFV 99’s Safety Chairman
FAA Aviation Safety Counselor
©CK Ferguson 2012

Happy August Birthdays!
1 Sally Ayer
2 Kristina Hamm
8 Teresa Karich
14 Julie McCoy Schafer
14 Pam Mizell
24 Linda Eldridge

If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated!
And, please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS®
promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our
unique history and sharing our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of
The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of
aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Join us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

