2019 Pilot of the Year Banquet ~By Pat Prentiss
Our Pilot of the Year banquet was another evening of good memories. What we have done traditionally is to have
our more established members do the special recognitions. But, this year we chose to have our new members,
inclusive of student pilots, play a big part in the
presentations. Jacqueline Stokes and Tiphani Sach
presented two Orange County Aviation Scholarships in
honor of Eleanor Todd and one in honor of Shirley
Tanner. Unfortunately, neither young lady was able to
meet Eleanor or Shirley. However, presenting
scholarships in their honor gave both Jacqueline and
Tiphani an opportunity to appreciate how special these
women were and provided Jacqueline and Tiphani with a
connection to the Chapter as new members.
Our Shirley Tanner Scholarship was funded by long-time member, Diane Myers. I can’t think of a better way of
giving back to one’s chapter or the aviation industry, then to fund a scholarship that enables someone to develop her
aviation skills.
Congratulations to our scholarship recipients and an immense thank you to Diane Myers! Our scholarship winners
are:
 Melanie Seymour, Fullerton 99, whose goal is to earn her Commercial Certificate.
 Anatasia Vetrova, Long Beach 99, whose goal is to earn her Commercial Multi-Engine Certificate.
 Trish Magdaleno, Orange County 99, whose goal is to earn her Private Pilot Certificate and to inspire
underprivileged girls, so they too can reach for the sky.
Please read elsewhere in this Special Edition for a more detailed description of our scholarship recipients.
Member Caryl Collins installed our incoming chapter officers with a twist of humor. In fact, Caryl was so smooth
I’m sure the incoming officers all loved the fact that they had been elected! We are looking forward to the coming
year.
Congratulations to our Incoming Board –





Cheryl Cotman, Chair
C.J. McMullin, Vice-Chair
Kimberly Yehling, Secretary
Lena Wilson, Treasurer

And, of course, the highlight of the evening was the recognition of our 2019 Pilot of the Year, Lena Wilson. The
criteria for this award are to be active in our Chapter, to possess a passion for flight, to participate in activities and
events that promote aviation and be an inspiration to others. Lena is a strong young lady who has faced some
setbacks along the way; but, she has fought hard to keep moving forward. She has repeatedly demonstrated the grit
it takes in this world to earn your wings and to spread them further and she embodies what our Chapter needs as an
example of the women who deserve the title of Pilot of the Year – Congratulations Lena!
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Meet Our Scholarship Winners!
Melanie Seymour: As a child, Melanie Seymour’s interest in aviation was met with
the statement, “Perhaps one day you can become a stewardess.” After receiving a
degree in Communications from Villanova University, Melanie began a career as an
Entertainment journalist. Her celebrity profiles were published in the New York Times,
Sky TV Magazine, and TV Guide Online. Always in the back of her mind though was the
love of aviation. When she saw an open call for Flight Attendants at Alaska Airlines,
she applied. Thirteen years later, it was the best decision she ever made. Working with
female pilots helped her realize nothing was stopping her from being on the other side of
the cockpit door. She currently has over 285 hours of flight time in the Cessna 150, 152,
170B, 172, 185, Piper Cherokee, and Piper Cub. After receiving her Private Pilot Certificate, she earned
her tailwheel, complex and high performance endorsements. Melanie joined the Fullerton 99s in November
of 2017, and currently serves as the Treasurer and Co-Activities Chair. Upon completing her Commercial
she will pursue her CFI rating. Melanie is grateful to the OC 99s for their support encouragement to not be
afraid to dream bigger.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Trish Magdaleno: I was first inspired to fly when I was a little girl, watching the
planes flying over the flight path of a small airport where my home was located. At
the time, I never thought that would be a reality, though the dream of flying has
always been in my heart and mind. Finances and changes in life seemed to present
hurdles that prevented me from completing this goal. A few years ago, I started
flying a Bellanca Citabria at Torrance airport. Due to the failing health of my
instructor, I was not able to continue. I am now taking lessons in a Cessna 150 with
a CFI at KSNA. With the aid of the Shirley Tanner Flight Scholarship, I can truly go
for my Private Pilot License. I’d like to use that license to inspire girls from underprivileged areas to consider
flight for fun and/or a career. I completed Aviation Ground School at Orange Coast College, and also passed
the FAA Pilot Knowledge Test in December 2018. Being part of the 99s has really been a wonderful
experience; getting to know so many kind and encouraging women who support my efforts to achieve this goal.
I am now in an all-out effort to complete my training and earn my Private Pilot License. I’m honored to have
been chosen for this great scholarship and will keep everyone abreast of my training and progress.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Anastasia Vetrova: Anastasia’s goal is to fly for a major airline. As a flight
instructor, inclusive of instrument training, Anastasia has been building flight hours
for the past three years. Working as a flight instructor has by far been the most
rewarding and meaningful experience. It has taught her patience, leadership,
management and responsibility. Anastasia has also had the privilege of meeting
incredibly passionate aviators along the way, those who have inspired her to make
better choices in her life. Her Long Beach 99s have been an essential support system
and have helped her develop her personal confidence by perseverance, hard work
and self-love. Anastasia hopes that one day she will stand as a proud ATP Captain and able to feel fulfilled
about the path she has chosen, with the adventure and freedom that only aviation can offer.

Who were Eleanor Todd and Shirley Tanner?
Eleanor Todd joined The Ninety-Nines in 1975 and was a supportive
member of the Orange County 99s and all women
who took to the sky. Because of Eleanor's
ongoing dedication to and love of aviation, the
Todd family, upon her passing, contributed
financial resources to support a scholarship in
Eleanor's honor so other women would be given
the opportunity to pursue their aviation dreams
and goals. Today, and subsequent to the initial
funding, members of the Orange County 99s
and family and friends continue to donate to the
Eleanor Todd Aviation Scholarship. And, by
doing so, we are keeping Eleanor's wishes alive.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Shirley Tanner was a vibrant member of the Orange County 99s. This
adventurous lady learned to fly in the late 1960s
and besides her Private Pilots Certificate, her
licenses and ratings included Commercial,
Instrument, Certified Flight Instructor, MultiEngine and glider pilot. Shirley was Chairman of
our Chapter (1972-1974) and was awarded Pilot
of the Year in 1971. Shirley inherited a great
interest in technology and transportation. This
interest led both Shirley and her sister into
aeronautics and a love of flying. At one time, they
enjoyed the bright pink colors of Baskin Robbins
and did public relations work for them. Shirley and her sister flew their
Bonanza in a lot of air races, and did a lot of air marking, painting the 99s
compass rose on several airports.

