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April 2019
April 4-7—Spring Section Meeting, Holiday
Inn, Sacramento (near Old Town)
April 14—Antelope Valley Poker Run
April 18—Business Meeting 6pm ACI Jet
Come join us or participate via
teleconference.
April 27—General Meeting 11:30am at
American Aircraft Maintenance———->
May 16—Business Meeting
May 31—General Meeting & OC 99s Jet
Propulsion Laboratories (JPL) Tour
1-3:30 pm
June 13—Business Meeting
June 15—Pilot of the Year Banquet &
Installation of Officers
July 16-21—International Conference—
Dayton, OH

Secretary: Morgan Thorpe
Treasurer: Lena Wilson

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/oc99s

Your Safety is of Utmost Importance!
Our April meeting is focused on safety. We can
never be too safe or overly prepared. It’s easy to
quickly run through your checklist, especially if you
have been flying for a long time or always fly the
same plane.
This month we are going back to the basics.
Through the generosity of our own Lina Shi, we will
be learning from the best at American Aircraft
Maintenance. Her mechanics and technicians will
review pre-flight basics with us and teach us how to
“go beyond the checklist.” We will also get an
overview of common maintenance issues and
potential hazards; and what they look like and
mean.
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Location: American Aircraft Maintenance
***We need volunteers to help set-up and organize
the hangar. If you are interested, please RSVP to
Cheryl Cotman at Cheryl.Cotman@gmail.com

October 3-6—Fall Section Meeting—Embassy
Suites, San Luis Obispo
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES®
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN
PILOTS® promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring
our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.
Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The
Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women
Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And,
to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"
Photo Credit: American Aircraft Maintenance

Happy April!
Springtime is my favorite season. The green hills
and wildflowers are especially beautiful this lovely
Spring. Why not see how many wildflowers you can
identify this season? From the air you may only see
swathes of colors, not intricate detail. Bright orange
California poppies, yellow mustard plants, purple
lupine, baby blue eyes, yellow fiddlenecks (up close
they do indeed look like a fiddleneck) or California
golden violets are just a few wildflowers you might spot. Many wildflowers can be very tiny
but in large numbers they blanket the ground and provide stunning displays. Wildflowers
are a good reminder that numerous small efforts can make big impressions. These patient
little wildflowers wait for the right conditions and then take energy to bloom. We all
require the right conditions to blossom! Whether it is finding the right flight school, right
flight instructor or the right window of good weather, it is important to foster an
environment in which we can all be our best. Let’s embrace the individual and the power
that comes from working together!
One of the goals of the OC99s is to join together for fun, learning and encouragement. I
think fire extinguisher sales have gone up since our general meeting in March at the SNA
fire station. Did you know fire extinguishers are supposed to be replaced annually? Diane
T-M has been busy signing up new members and budding pilots; and, it was great to have
some join us at the fire station. If you weren’t able to make it this time don’t worry we are
invited back!
The recent Gulfstream tour was a treat; it was interesting to learn from proud employees
about the hard work and fine details necessary to create custom interiors. I think one of
the most memorable comments I heard from an employee was, “I love my job! It’s like I get
to do arts and crafts all day.” VERY precise arts and crafts! The Gulfstream tour
particularly highlighted how many niches there are in the aviation world to be a part of.
My interest in flying has followed its own special course; if you talk to any of our members
my guess is theirs has, too. Like the tiny wildflowers each individual sparkle of aviation
interest creates an overarching theme of enthusiasm for all things aviation. My hope is that
we, the OC 99s, can provide the healthy and encouraging conditions for each individual to
blossom.
Hope to see you at April’s general meeting!

~Cheryl

Rebel (my niece’s dog) happily
frolicking among the baby blue eyes.

30th Annual International Women in Aviation Conference ~By Barb Ward
The 30th Annual International Women in Aviation Conference opened in Long Beach on March 14-16,
2019. Dr. Peggy Chabrian, President and Founder, presided over
4500 attendees. Special tours of the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory
and the Gulfstream Facility were offered on March 13th and 14th.
The Opening General Session opened at 9:00 AM on Friday the 15th,
followed by another General Session on Saturday, March 16th.
Registration opened on Thursday, March 14th, with Seminars, the
opening of the Exhibit Hall, and the WAI Connect Reception in the
evening.
The General Sessions always highlight outstanding women speakers. Dr. Ellen Stofan, Director of the
Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum, Dr. Christine Darden, from NASA, and the cover of Wmen
for Aviation magazine, March/April edition. Other speakers were Nagin Cox, an engineer working on the
rover program at NASA/JPL, Capt. Tammy Jo Shultz, Navy jet pilot and Captain for Southwest Airlines,
and Heidi Capozzi, senior vice president of human resources for Boeing. After each session, Scholarships
were awarded by the different sponsors and WAI.
Special events included luncheon on Friday, and the Celebration Banquet on Saturday night. Over 30
Education Seminars were presented over both days.
With each year of the Conference, the Exhibit Hall gets larger. This year there were over 160 aviation
industry participants, and The Ninety-Nines had a booth as usual.
Next year's Conference of WAI will be again in March at Orlando, Florida.

Women in Aviation Convention Friday March 15th, 2019

~By Karen Vaughn

It was another beautiful day in Southern California and I was headed from central Orange County to the
Women in Aviation, International Convention at the Long Beach Convention
Center. This quest was particularly important. I hadn’t been to a WAI
convention in 6 years, and I was given an opportunity to work in the NinetyNines’ booth.
After parking and walking into the main entrance, I texted my contacts (Vice
Pres.) Corbi Bulluck and (past Pres.) Susan Larson. While waiting, I saw Andrea
Averyt, looking very professional in her captain’s uniform. She mentioned that
Ewurabena Mensa-Wood was also at the convention and that so far, the events
were going well. It was great to see a familiar face. Still, my arrival timing was
off. The Exhibition Hall was closed for lunch and no one was responding. A
very kind security fellow directed me to the appropriate booth and the
wonderful WAI volunteer set me up with a badge. On my way to a seating
area to wait, I stopped at the information booth to ask a question. Low and
behold, that volunteer was another Ninety-Nine who was from the Sacramento
Chapter. Wearing my name badge and the “I’m a 99 Woman Pilot” button was
the biggest conversation draw away from the booth.
A few minutes after finding the Ninety-Nines’ booth, Susan briefed me and Anne O’Brien (Long Beach
Chapter) on Trade Show Booth Etiquette Rules and Tips. And then the flood gates opened. We were
busy, busy, busy! Ladies asked questions, signed up to be members, and shared stories about their
moms who were Ninety-Nines! Of particular note was a visit by OC99s 2018 Eleanor Todd Scholarship
recipient, Cindy Santoso. And, as it turned out, Anne O’Brien is her mentor! Time flew by, but during
one lull, I shared with Corbi “the rest of the story” about our first meeting.
Hubby Jeff and I were at the 2013 WAI convention in Nashville, Tennessee where I received a Jeppesen
flight training scholarship. During our walk through the exhibition hall, I lagged behind. Apparently he
told the ladies at the Ninety-Nines’ booth that I was right behind him and to tell me that I was to join the
Ninety-Nines!
I smiled at Corbi as she exclaimed, “I remember that!” “That’s why it was so important for me to help
out today,” I responded, “to tell you the rest of the story. I was awarded the 2018 OC99s Pilot of the
Year.” I also added that the amazing ladies of my chapter helped me get out of a slump and move
forward achieving my aviation goals. That seemed to make her day! Another wave of visitors
prevented me from talking more with Corbi, but we were able to have a photo taken together.
I left the booth way passed the end of my shift with just enough time to visit some of the other booths
before closing time at 5 pm. Well, three more ladies (at Abingdon Watches, Hawaiian Air, and Air Force
Reserve) shared that they were or were daughters of the Ninety-Nines! Outside the exhibition hall, I
met two more Ninety-Niners! It was just wonderful to meet so many lady pilots from all over the
country: Seattle, Minnesota, Jacksonville, Texas, Las Vegas and more. I expect at least two new
members will show up at our next chapter meeting! So, please give them a great OC99s’ welcome!

Girls & Women in Avia on Day! #IamWAI

~By: Ewurabena Mensa-Wood

I had the pleasure of a ending the 30th Annual Interna onal Women in Avia on Conference held in Long Beach during
the 3rd weekend in March. It was very inspiring to meet so many women in avia on in the same space. It was even more
exci ng when I ran into the ladies represen ng the Ghanaian WAI chapter! On Friday I browsed the booths, networked
with a few of the other a endees, and sat in a few of the educa on sessions. I returned on Saturday with my favorite
“co-pilot” (my niece, Irys) in tow, to a end the Girls in Avia on session. She had a blast! She got to meet some pre y
cool people, Lt. Gen. Stayce Harris, highest ranking African-American woman military pilot in the United States armed
forces, and Jessica Cox, whom some of you have met; the ﬁrst armless pilot in avia on history. Irys also par cipated in
several of the ac vity sta on events; she got to ﬂy a small drone, ﬂy in several aircra simulators, built a model airport,
went on a scavenger hunt, and picked up lots of swag from the various booths. We ended our day with a stroll down to
the Long Beach waterfront and cooled down with some ice-cream!

Sarah Kiley attended the WAI Conference, LGB, representing AWAM:
Association for Women in Aviation Maintenance (Sarah currently works for
Gulfstream in Georgia). Sarah was so excited to be given the painting
pictured at our Christmas luncheon two years ago: “It made me cry, it was
so beautiful!” While she was at WAI, Sarah sent this photo with the caption:
“This is Robin. She is one of the founding members of AWAM and that’s her in the painting!”
Sarah texted before the conference: “I have great
news! I won THREE MORE SCHOLARSHIPS! Jet
Blue, Avotek Avionics, and one for ADSB class!”
CONGRATULATIONS, SARAH!

WHO WANTS TO GO TO OKLAHOMA CITY?

~By Pat Pren ss

The Spring International Board of Directors meeting was held March 1-3 in Oklahoma City. The
Minutes were approved and the Headquarter's and General Counsel reports were given. Each
International Officer shared their organizational travels within the past six months. Also presented
were the various Committee, Trusts and Trade Show reports along with Conference Planning Dayton in 2019, Long Beach in 2020 and Jordan in 2021.
Membership is doing well, very well. We're just short of 6,000 members, the highest it has been in
years. The 99s Facebook group has seen a tremendous increase of women asking to join. We are up
over 1,000 from last year. Strategic planning now includes the development of a "new member" video. Our social media continues to expand its
boundaries and while I personally don't understand it all, it's really cool to be out there.
As of February 24th the 99s Endowment Fund value was $2,300,000. The sister Trusts were gracious to minimize their fund raising effort while
the Endowment Fund worked on their goals.
The Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship fund is well over $5,000,000. As a bit of history, did you know that the first scholarship was awarded in
1941 in the amount of $150 for an instrument rating? Today, the fund has given scholarships totaling over 11.5 million - all from our own money,
although our Career Expo associated with our Annual Conference in Philadelphia was very successful and generated $50,000 from outside
sources towards scholarships. Because of its success, we're repeating the Career Expo in Dayton and hope to make it a permanent part of our
Annual Conference going forward.
Trade Shows continue to be popular. Whether it be Sun N Fun, Women in Aviation or Oskhosh we always have them lined up wanting to hear
about The 99s and to join. It's outstanding to see the amount of young women wanting to be a part of The 99s and wanting to be a part of
aviation. Why not? We have a unique history, we love to share our passion for flight and we have a LOT to offer and aviation, well what can you
say about aviation other than it's so sweet to leave the bounds of earth and return with such feelings of confidence.
Congratulations to the Ninety-Nines who have been selected by the National Aeronautic Association to be the recipient of the 2019 Cliff
Henderson Trophy. The trophy is awarded to a living individual, group of individuals or an organization whose vision, leadership or skill made a
significant and lasting contribution to the promotion and advancement of aviation and aerospace in the United States. Greg Principato, NAA
President and CEO will present the trophy at the July Ninety-Nines 90th Annual International Conference in Dayton, Ohio.
The International Board meetings are three days of business with an average of 50+ members in attendance and it is an excellent way of
learning what is taking place in your organization. It's also another way of seeing your sisters and spending quality time with them. Thank you for
allowing me to share this brief input about The 99s Board Meeting and should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

While building your ﬂying hours
I don’t know about you, but when I heard that our member, Caryl Collins ﬂies for Pilots N Paws I couldn’t wait to have
her share her experiences with us. What a rewarding way to do good deeds, keep proﬁcient, build hours, and prac ce
many pilo ng skills!
Here is what our members are saying about this presenta on:
“CJ” Jensen-McMullin — “Awesome, inspira onal, altruis c, professional, emo onal
(made me cry)!”
Colleen Handrahan — “I was most impressed by how many cages they were able to get
into the airplane. What good people that do such a needed thing for all the beau ful
dogs.“
Karen Vaughn —”I was thoroughly educated by Caryl's Pilots & Paws talk. Being part of
rescuing must be very rewarding.”
Shirley McFall — “The Pilots and Paws presenta on provided a lot for both pilots and
others to consider. I had no idea of the breadth of opportuni es available for
involvement with such a worthy cause: pilots, drivers, overnight care providers, wranglers
(i.e, people to walk dogs), etc. As someone who had followed the group on Facebook for
some me, it was so nice to hear of how I might be able to help while not being able to ﬂy
the cri ers myself.”
Diane Ti erington-Machado —”I think Caryl did a wonderful job of sharing what Pilots N
Paws does and how to ﬂy a puppy mission. For all of us dog and ki y lovers, a big thanks
to Caryl for helping to rescue these cri ers.”
Diane Myers —”Caryl said exactly what I
thought: how could you not want to take all the doggies home! I really liked
how she told us about their mis-steps when they started out – not securing
animals in crates, etc. Don’t let the animals have any water or food just
before ge ng in the airplanes. Take piddle pads, extra harnesses and
leashes, etc. And think of the “what ifs” – if weather shuts down their ﬂight,
they would have to take the animals home with them overnight.”
Caryl’s closing comment—”The reward. Seeing a dog go from bewildered and
confused, riding in the back of your airplane,
to a loving forever home with his or her very
own children to play with. It just doesn’t get any be er than this.”
Missed the presenta on or want more informa on—check this out:
h ps://youtube/jlHQ1wr590w?t=5
Story compiled by Irene Engard

March 22nd Gulfstream Tour ~Diane Myers
Quite a few Orange County, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Ventura, and San
Fernando Valley 99s attended. They expected about 50, we ended up with
about 40. We were divided into smaller groups - ours had 8 - with a
Gulfstream employee leading and following us at each stop. The airplanes are
manufactured in Savannah, Ga (where Sarah works), then flown out to LGB
for interiors. Our group started by climbing into a refurbished Gulfstream;
the interior was gorgeous! From there we walked through several different
departments: seats, curtains, cabinets, galley fittings, etc. There were 2-4
employees at each stop explaining, with great pride, what they did there.
Many had worked for Gulfstream for over 20 years. NO photos were allowed
anywhere near the airplanes, so we gathered
outside for a group photo. After that we drove
to Shenandoah Arbor in Los Alamitos (Caro
Kinsbergen's suggestion) where we enjoyed a delicious lunch and a lot of good
conversation.
Lunch photo: Jeanne Fennimore (SFV 99), Caro Kinsbergen (OC 99 who is
currently living in Santa Monica), Diane Titterington-Machado, Pat Prentiss,
Trish Magdalena, Deborah Sottile (not yet a student pilot - she came to our
White Elephant gathering), CJ, and me.
=================================================================================================

A Litttle Gulfstream History…

~CJ McMullin

Gulfstream’s roots go back to the 1950’s when it was founded by
Grumman Aircraft Engineering Company in 1958. At the end of
the 1990’s, General Dynamics purchased Gulfstream and it
continues to be a wholly owned subsidiary of General Dynamics
today. Gulfstream jets are purchased by individuals, corporations
and government agencies, both foreign and domestic, for a variety
of uses. Gulfstream assembles the aircraft at the Savannah,
Georgia location, including airframe, powerplant and avionics. The
plane is then flown to Long Beach (sometimes in its zinc chromate-primer-green condition, see image) for
installation of the aircraft interior.
Each Gulfstream jet is completely customized. Customers work with Gulfstream to customize everything
from location of the galley, furniture and other amenities to custom cabinetry finishes, carpet and upholstery.
From an aviation perspective, everything needs to be as lightweight as possible. The use of extremely thin
veneers over aluminum honeycomb panels allows the customer to have wood (real of manufactured) and
stone finishes without excessive weight. The wood panels are covered with multiple coatings of clear 2-part
epoxy to achieve the lustrous cabinetry finishes.
The machine shop consists of standard equipment including table saws, band saws, drill presses, a CNC
(computer numerical control) machine with a laser cutter as the newest equipment. They are also doing work
with 3-D printing, but we did not see a 3-D printer. The latter two allow for computer operated precision,
repeatable work but despite these tools, much of the work is done by hand. Upholstery is also custom made
with the selection of any material (if it passes fire testing) from fabric to leather to more exotic materials,
such as mohair. Seating framework is constructed using aluminum and carbon fiber to minimize weight.
Significantly more expensive than aluminum, carbon fiber is judiciously used.

iPad Fore-Flight Seminar

~By Pat Pren ss

Always wan ng to share the successes of our Chapter, we had
another great seminar on February 23rd when we oﬀered
Enhancing the iPad with ForeFlight. This seminar was presented
by Mike Jesch, a seasoned airline Captain and also someone who is
dedicated to the realm of general avia on in his Cessna 182. Every
seminar our Chapter hosts grabs the a en on of the FAA, and in
doing so contributes heavily to avia on safety. Our Chapter prides
itself in delivering well-thought-out classes. And, because we do,
our Chapter has earned a favorable reputa on in the industry and
it shows in our a endance.
Be on the look out for two more seminars in the next few months Understanding Airspace and our IFR Refresher Course.
=================================================================================================

Congratula ons Peter Murray!

~By Pat Pren ss

On March 12th, at the SoCal Pilot's mee ng, a few of our Orange County 99s were present to hear Mike Jesch speak on
the Standard Instrument Approach Procedure charts. These are perhaps some of the most safety-cri cal sources of
informa on for the instrument rated pilot. On a single page, they convey almost all the informa on we need to safely
maneuver our aerospace vehicles from oblivion toward an airport. Yet, it's easy to overlook a lot of the informa on
presented. For those who are working on gaining an instrument ra ng and for those who are trying to stay instrument
current, mee ngs like this one should be paramount in your avia on commitments.
In the same evening, Nate Morrissey on behalf of the Federal Avia on Administra on presented 49 1/2 Peter Murray
with The Wright Brothers "Master Pilot" Award in apprecia on for his dedicated service, technical exper se,
professionalism and outstanding contribu ons to further the cause of avia on safety. Humble as Peter is, he spoke of
his many years of ﬂying giving a tremendous amount of recogni on to his wife Pa y. We were proud - we s ll are!

Tustin Hangar Run Event - 99s Fundraiser Event

~By Trish Magdaleno

The rain had just stopped and it was a brisk cold morning, but everyone was in total party mood!
This was the 99s first fund raiser, partnering as a non-profit with the City of Tustin’s “Tustin Hangar
Half Marathon and 5K” event, and though our number of runners was low, our enthusiasm was very
high!
It was an incredibly well-run event with a very colorful commemorative T-shirt, a mug for legacy
runners (those who have run this event multiple years), and a beautifully crafted finisher’s medal.
There was a fun DJ getting the crowd enthused and playing loud party music while we all lined up in
the chute excited and waiting for the air horn to blast, to start the 5K at 7:30am, the half marathoners
were already running, at 7:00am. The crowd was a mix of runners, walkers some in wheel chairs,
many of us in costume (it used to be called the “Leprechaun Leap”, so lots of participants put on our
green as part of the fun!).
There were a lot of other non-profits with runners also benefiting from this great event and everyone
cheered each other on! Some runners ran to test their endurance in the half marathon or 5K for time,
and some just ran, walked or rolled to help out a good cause!
The best part of the run was the chance to actually run through one of the large blimp hangars on the
Tustin Airbase. They open up the hangars just for this event. The hangar is the largest wooden
structure around, and it was so massive, literally multiple blimps could easily fit inside. Getting to
see this historical structure and run through it felt like an honor! The National Guard always has a
group running, singing their troop workout song, and holding the American Flag. They got lots of
cheers throughout the whole run by everyone.
There was a secure check in area to put your belongings and each race participant got a computer
chip on their running bib to record your race time. They handed out the awards for time in many
different categories after the race, in a great vendors’ area, where you could find other race events,
get free food, explore other Tustin Chamber businesses, and even get a massage!
This was a “getting our feet wet” experience this time; but, I hope we can get more participants and
try it again next year! It’s a fun healthy and great way to help fundraise and have a lot of fun, as
well.
Thanks Irene and Alan for being part of this event with me!

BEST WISHES TO LINA & TRENT!
Lina Shi and Trent Tullberg were married Saturday, February
2nd, on a private yacht in Newport Beach. Family and friends
came from as far as Nebraska and China to celebrate this
wonderful day. Choppy seas allowed only a brief turn around
the bay; however, the rain was no deterrent to a beautiful
wedding and everyone having a good time. Lina's sister,
Yanxin Chen, was maid of honor. Kiersten Ellis and Christine
Stonier were bridesmaids. Lina's daughter, Jessica, was a
flower girl (pictured below on the left).

99s pilots pictured from
left: Christine Stonier (99
BF), Kiersten Ellis, Diane
Titterington-Machado, Lina
Shi Tullberg, Blair (Bo)
Hu, Michelle Qi (past 99),
Lydia (Yingchun) Chen
(China Section)

Owner Assisted Maintenance - O-ring Replacement on my Cherokee Strut - by Melody Liddell
On a sunny March morning a er I had ﬂown, I performed a quick post-ﬂight inspec on. I no ced some
hydraulic ﬂuid on my exposed strut piston on the starboard side. I took a picture, sent it to my A&P buddy
and he said we should replace the quad rings on both your
struts. Quad rings? I thought they were O-rings. Turns out the ring
is in the shape of a circle, but its circumference is diﬀerent than, say,
an inner tube; it actually has a square circumference, hence the
name. The pictures will tell a be er story.
Saturday morning, bright and early, we jacked up the airplane. Now we had to make sure there was enough clearance on the
ground for the en re strut piston to be completely removed to replace that li le bugger of a ring. This is a very meconsuming project (each side took 4 fours) because you must remove the
wheel pant, brake calipers, and the wheel before you even touch the strut.
We made sure we had an oil pan ready to catch the tremendous amount of
hydraulic ﬂuid that comes out of the “hidden” part of the strut. WOW, was I
surprised to see that ﬂuid pouring out! My A&P removed the old ring, and
showed me up close how the inside corners of the “quad” had worn down
over the years (probably 20), from the strut piston moving up and down
against it over that prolonged amount of me. We were now ready to install
the new ring, it sure was a nice sight: clean, and four dis nct sides on the
circumference.
A er the strut was reassembled, brakes rea ached, and wheel a ached,
we were ready to reﬁll with new hydraulic ﬂuid, also known as 5606, and do
what I refer to fondly as the “nitrogen dance”. First you ﬁll the strut with
hydraulic ﬂuid, from the top of the wing. When you reach the point where
you have the exact amount of ﬂuid (this is a very long, boring, detailed story
so I’ll refrain) then you a ach the nitrogen hose and ﬁll to the proper PSI,
which must be done in small increments since you don’t want to add too
much nitrogen. You are trying to create that perfect ra o of ﬂuid to
nitrogen, so you have a nice cushion when landing, and also to show the
standard 3.5 inches of strut piston when doing the pre-ﬂight inspec on on a
low wing.
Four hours later, everything is put back together and appears to be proper & func onal.
The following weekend, we did the whole thing over again, the port side quad ring replacement…..fun mes!

A rigid clear tube goes in this
hole first and then once the proper
amount of 5606 is added, then you
attach the nitrogen with a
different mechanism.

Way to go, Pam—TWO student solos in one day!
Tim Badum soloed today. The event was a close duplicate of his first glider solo, dated precisely two years
earlier. The significance lies in the fact that each flight was made on the earliest days authorized by the FAA for
solos: his 14th and 16th birthdays, respectively. The flight was watched by Tim’s Dad, Greg, who himself learned
from Pam in 1999.

Timmy Badum, 16 years old on his birthday and the day of his first solo! March 20th was his long-awaited first solo.
A student at Newport Harbor High School, I asked him after his morning solo what he was going to do to celebrate.
He smiled and said, “I am going back to school!” He isn’t driving yet—his next goal.
================================================================================

Dingwen Lin, first solo, March 20th! He is a graduate of
NYU in Business, yet his dream has been to fly. He will be
returning to China to work, and hopes to vacation here and fly
again .

He drew the solo on his shirt,
with dotted lines where he
wanted it to be cut.
He was quite happy to follow
this tradition.

Hero Worship
~By Karen Vaughn
He said what?!! I couldn’t believe my ears. One of my astronaut heroes said something so
bad that I was ready to flip my switch and denounce my trust in his awesomeness. I was
watching a documentary on the Mercury 13, not a spacecraft, but a group of 13 women pilots.
In the 1960s these women were tested by Dr. William Randolph Lovelace II, former Flight
Surgeon and later, chairman of the NASA Special Advisory Committee on Life Science. He
had helped develop the tests for NASA’s male astronauts, but was interested in how women
would rank. Before phase III of the tests began, the Navy declared they would not allow its
facilities to be used on non-NASA sanctioned activities.
Some of the Mercury 13 women pilots appeared before a special Subcommittee of the House
Committee on Science and Astronautics. But it was Astronaut John Glenn’s testimony that
was damaging, “I think this gets back to the way our social order is organized, really. It is just
a fact. The men to off and fight the wars and fly the airplanes and come back and help design
and build and test them. The fact that women are not in this field is a fact of our social order.”
I felt foolish that I had made him my hero and wanted to be an astronaut like him. I was ready
to give up on this national icon, believing that he would never change.
I looked up Col. Glenn’s second and final flight into space in 1998 (STS-95). The Space
Shuttle team included Chiaki Mukai who was an astronaut, medical doctor, and a woman. She
wasn’t the first at any of these, so maybe John Glenn changed. I have to trust that my hero
rose beyond his former ideas, and helped propel the space program to go where no person has
gone before!

My hero in a 1962 issue of
Weekly Reader.

Note: The 2018 documentary “Mercury 13” is still playing on Netflix.

ALL HANDS ON DECK!
We need every member to step up and help with one of our biggest projects.
OUR MISSION STATEMENT—promote the advancement of aviation.

This is one of our chapter's main efforts. We need YOUR help!

NEEDED: We need each member to place 2
posters in high schools, junior highs, libraries,
Boys & Girls Clubs, bowling alleys, skating rinks,
skateboard parks, libraries, soccer parks,
swimming clubs, community centers, very large
churches, movie theaters, ice cream parlors,
pizza parlors, or sandwich shops—anywhere
teens congregate. The store window of a small
business with lots of teen traffic is a prime spot.
Airports are not appropriate (museums ok). Goal
is to introduce those teens to flying who don't
have a flying connection.
Enlist the help of others! When a teen was
helping me put groceries in my car, I asked if he
would post a poster in his high school. The very
next day, we received a wonderful essay from a
girl at his school who was a winner.
Ask your neighborhood teens, parents of teens
and teachers to help you spread the word. We will
supply an email that can be shared with others.
Think outside the box. The photos on the
poster should encourage teens and adults
that—I can fly!
To see contest rules, go to: http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new/?page_id=820
Don't you wish that you'd seen such a poster when you were a teen? Diane T-M

Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarship
The Orange County Chapter of the Ninety-Nines International Organization of Women Pilots is offering up to
three scholarships to local women. The number of scholarships awarded is dependent upon the amount of
funding available.
In 2019, the chapter will award two scholarships, The Eleanor Todd Aviation Scholarship and a second
scholarship in honor of former member Shirley Tanner.
The scholarships are to be used by the recipients towards an advanced rating or training to further their
pursuit in aviation. Each scholarship is $3,000 and can be applied towards a pilot’s license, advanced ratings or
towards Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) advancement. If there are no applicants for the A&P advancement
scholarship, it may be awarded to flight training at the discretion of the scholarship committee.
Click here to download the Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarship application:
Orange County 99s Aviation Scholarship
Eligibility
1. Applicant must be a current member of the Ninety-Nines for at least 3 months. Membership must be
in effect with 99s International by February 15th of the current year.
2. The applicant must be in good health and not dependent on medication not approved by the FAA or
have any other disqualifying condition. The applicant must have a current medical certificate, if
required, appropriate to the rating she seeks.
3. The applicant must train within 55 miles of KSNA.
4. If the applicant is seeking a rating or certificate grade higher than Private Pilot, she must have a current
flight review or equivalent and have all rating prerequisites to the rating she seeks.
5. The applicant must be at least 18 years old; there is no maximum age limit.
6. The applicant must be proficient in English.
7. Applicant must submit and sign the scholarship application and the scholarship award attestation.
8. Applications must be emailed by the application deadline, May 15th of the current year.
9. The scholarship award must be used for the purpose specified in the scholarship application.
10. If the award is to be used for flight training, it must be used at a certified flight school or through a
certified flight instructor approved by the scholarship committee.

Application
The application must be completed and submitted in full as stated below. Applications which are incomplete
will be disqualified.
Application must be typed or printed legibly.
Send the application as a PDF (one file) to: OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com
Note: To assist in processing, we ask that you make every effort to submit your application electronically.
Please submit emailed documents in PDF and Word formats (Google Drive documents will not be considered
acceptable). Alternate method of submission: Contact us at OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com if you are unable to
send your submission via email.
Contact the scholarship committee at OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com with any questions regarding the
application process.
All applications must be signed and emailed by May 15th of the current year.
The applications will be judged based on the applicant’s:
● Activities and commitment to the 99s
● Activities and commitment to aviation
● Ability to reach goals
● Letter of recommendation
● Personal essay
Terms
1. As the recipient, you must complete the rating or training appropriate to your award within one year of
the award date. Special adverse circumstances will be considered if this goal is not met.
2. If your progress is not acceptable to the Orange County 99s scholarship committee, all funds paid
toward achieving your rating must be reimbursed to the Orange County 99s Scholarship fund within 60
days of that decision.
3. A portion of the award may be paid directly to the recipient.
4. Receipts showing progress of training and signed by both recipient and instructor must be submitted
via email (OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com ) to the scholarship committee before further funds are
awarded.
5. Scholarships will be awarded at the Orange County 99s’ Pilot of the Year Banquet in June.
6. The recipient will be asked to attend an Orange County Chapter 99s’ meeting to report on the progress
toward her goal, or to submit a written report if unable to attend.
7. Recipients will be asked to submit an article about their training progress to our OC 99s’ newsletter
(Plane Tales) at OCNinetyNines@Gmail.com.

Accelerate - Stop Distance
If you ever progress to a multi-engine rating, you will most likely find the “accelerate-stop distance” in the POH (Pilot’s
Operating Handbook) for the aircraft you will fly. Chances are also pretty good that you won’t have ever seen that number
in the POH of the single-engine airplanes you’ve been flying, as this number seems to be reserved for heavier and more
complex airplanes. However, that doesn’t mean it’s useless for single engine airplanes. What is this number and what’s it
good for anyway? Well, read on and I’ll clue you in on something you might want to find out about the airplane(s) you
normally fly. I had the need to know this information sometime back and because I did, I was able to fly my Cardinal to
safety.
“Accelerate – Stop Distance” is just what you’d think - the runway distance you would need to accelerate to rotation speed
plus the distance you would need in order to stop the aircraft if you close the throttle and apply the brakes instead of
continuing the takeoff. That distance will change depending on the total weight of the aircraft and the
density altitude. Runway surface and slope also come into it, as well as the wind. You know that from
your ground school classes when they gave you those great graphs (some of which you had to read with a
magnifying glass) and tables (most of which you had to interpolate) so you could to compute take-off
distance based on all sorts of scenarios.
Take-off is one of the most critical phases of flight. The aircraft is close to the ground with high power and
low airspeed. If anything goes wrong, the ground may - as the old adage goes - “rise up and smite thee”. Chances are
really good that you’ll never have a problem, but safety is about being ready for those unexpected “gotchas” that ARE
within the realms of the possible.
So, what can you do if you find yourself in a situation where you need to know your accelerate-stop distance? There are a
couple of ways to find out. One is to use your Pilot’s Operating Handbook (POH) to look up the important information.
You’ll need to find out your takeoff run distance for the weight and wind that you have. You’ll also need the landing
distance. Depending on the amount of data that is provided, you may need to make some interpolation and conservative
estimates. Don’t forget those numbers were taken when professional test pilots were flying and as they say, “your mileage
may vary”. My personal policy is to add some healthy margins - I’m NO test pilot, nor do I want to be!
The other way to determine your accelerate-stop distance is to do a little empirical data gathering on your own and come
up with a pretty good idea of how much runway you need. The problem with this is it’s something you will need to
practice BEFORE you actually need it for real. Sometime when you can find an uncrowded, long runway, do a little
accelerate - stop practice for the aircraft you normally fly. Begin your takeoff as normal, but at the point of liftoff, pull the
throttle back to idle and see how long it takes you to smoothly and quickly bring the aircraft to a complete stop. Take
note of your airspeed indicator at liftoff if you can so that you can compare it to the POH value. It will give you an idea of
how close to “book values” your airplane flies.
And when would you use this information? Most likely in situations where any of the following may apply IF you have a
problem during your takeoff roll: the runway may not be all that long or it may have a slope or be unpaved, or the aircraft
is at or near max takeoff weight, or there may be high density altitude, or the wind may not be favorable. Any of these in
adverse proportions may extend your accelerate-stop distance a bit too far beyond the margin of safety you feel
comfortable with. As I stated previously, I once needed to know this for a rather unusual reason; and, all the rain we’ve
had this season has reminded me of that.
Because of the torrential rain and subsequent flooding at the Corona airport back in 2010, my plane was trapped at the
east end (which is 17 ft. higher than the west end) with a lot other planes. There was a lot more rain in the forecast and
the water level at the airport threatening to go up much higher than it had been for the previous week. Corona was
within 4 feet of the entire airport going under water for over a week. There was great risk in continuing to leave the
airplane where it was. The City and the Airport Manager decided to open up the available dry runway (nearly 1000 ft.) for
departures. Many aircraft were already flying out safely. After consulting my POH and making the
needed estimates with personal safety margins, I determined that I had just enough runway length
available for accelerate-stop distance. I chose a spot – right at the east windsock - that I estimated was
right about at the 500 ft. I calculated I would need for takeoff. As it turned out, that’s just where the
Cardinal left the ground. However, if it hadn’t, I still would have been able to close the throttle and stop
before I ran into any water. And, yes, as you may imagine, I removed everything I could from the airplane to ensure it
was as light as possible. I also did a very careful pre-flight runup, looking for any possible reason to discontinue. Safety
is the name of the game in such a situation.
Knowing your limitations can help you in making smart “go/no go” decisions. Once you get a fair idea of how long it
takes to accelerate and then stop, you will make smarter decisions about whether it is safe to depart or better to wait until
conditions improve.
Have a safe flight and remember that take-offs are optional and landings are not!
Claudia Ferguson, Safety, SFV 99s FAA Accident Prevention Counselor
© CK Ferguson 2019

Our OC 99s members donate dresses to the Camp Pendleton Armed
Services YMCA for the Marine's Annual Ball Gown Give-A-Way. This
enables 700 military spouses to go to the Military Ball in proper style.
Without such donations, some ladies could not afford such attire to
attend. "Without your support the YMCA could not continue our
mission of Making Military Life Easier." Please comb your closets,
your sister's, friend's and your aunt's, too. We need gently worn
fancy gowns, pant suits, bridesmaid dresses, dress shoes, fancy purses, clutches and wraps to
make attending this ball possible for spouses of those who serve our Country.
PLEASE BRING YOUR DONATIONS TO OUR AUGUST MEETING! ~Diane Titterington-Machado

Happy April Birthdays!
7 Sanjal Gavande
11 Esther Horn
11 Morgan Thorpe
17 Emi Kennedy
19 Ashley Platt
22 Jennifer Walinowicz
23 Katie Kirby
24 Carol Tierney
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS®
promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our
unique history and sharing our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of
The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of
aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Join Us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

