Chairman: Cheryl Cotman
Vice Chair: Kristina Hamm

ocninetynines@gmail.com

OC99s Website: http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new/

March 2019

Secretary: Morgan Thorpe
Treasurer: Lena Wilson

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/oc99s

Gulfstream Facility Tour

March 3—Tustin Hangar 1/2 Marathon & 5K
(See page 3 for details.)
March 21—Business Meeting 6pm at ACI Jet.
Come join us or participate via
What better way to continue with the New
teleconference.

Year than a private tour of the Gulfstream
Facility located in our own backyard? This
month we will have our general meeting at the
March 30—General Meeting @ Noon—SNA
Fire Station—Lunch with the firefighters! SNA fire station and enjoy a tour of the
Gulfstream facility in Long Beach, CA. The tour
April 4-7—Spring Section Meeting, Holiday
will include an overview of the facility and
Inn, Sacramento (near Old Town)
airplanes, dialogue with their test pilots and
time with their Human Resources Department
April 14—Antelope Valley Poker Run (See
to learn more about jobs and career paths.
page 4 for details!)
Fullerton 99s members will be joining us on
April 18—Business Meeting
the tour, so it will be a great time to make new
friends and catch-up with longtime
April 27—General Meeting
acquaintances.
March 22—Gulfstream Tour 10am-12pm

May 16—Business Meeting

May 31—General Meeting & OC 99s Jet
Propulsion Laboratories (JPL) Tour
1-3:30 pm
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS® promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and
mutual support while honoring our unique history and sharing
our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots,
the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International
Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of
aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Date: Friday, March 22, 2019
Time: 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Location: 4150 Donald Douglas Dr, Long
Beach, CA 90808
Please be sure to RSVP for the new date
soon as space is limited!
RSVP: cheryl.cotman@gmail.com

Happy March! It’s been fun having a winter in SoCal. Seeing the bright
green hills and the sky full of moisture reminds me of trying to
understand vibrant colors across the sky. Years ago, while I was out with
loved ones near Paso Robles, we stopped to gawk at a gorgeous double
rainbow. I asked them, “How in the world does that happen?” Well,
engineer Jon soon gave me a very detailed answer. MmmmHmmmm…
I’m trying to remember... Well, I know you need rain and light. But, how
does it really work? I had to look it up.
So, because light waves refract when they cross over from one medium
to another it so happens that rainbows are created when sunlight enters
droplets of water and cause a deviation in the path of light as it enters and exits. A sunbeam enters each droplet of
water, experiences reflection and refraction resulting in the dispersion of light into a spectrum of colors. Every
droplet refracts the entire visible spectrum. The wavelength of the light determines its color. All wavelengths
combined appear white. In the case of the rainbow, droplets disperse and refract wavelengths into color specific
wavelengths. The shorter wavelength blue and violet light refract a slightly greater amount than the longer
wavelength red light ensuring that single rainbows are red on the outside and violet on the inside. A double
rainbow is created by light reflecting twice on the inside of the droplet before exiting; this results in a second arc
outside the initial rainbow.
Rainbows, like opinions, are different from each person’s point of view.
Rainbows appear only opposite from the position of the sunlight. Your
vantage point must be at an angle of 40°- 42° below where the sunbeam
exits the water droplet. What I saw that day in Paso Robles wasn’t the
same rainbow that my dad saw or Jon saw. It’s the angle, not the
distance of the viewer that is the key to a rainbow– thus my failed
attempts at finding that pot of gold and a unicorn to ride home on.
Most often we see rainbows as a portion of a circle. Most groundlings
only see part of any given rainbow. The pesky dirt gets it the way of
suspended droplets and beauty viewing. Lucky us though! One way to
see an entire circular rainbow is being airborne! YAY! We know how to
do that! Driving away from dark skies recently, I saw about ¼ of a
rainbow. Oh to be airborne with eyes 42° below the point that sunbeams
enter droplets…

~Cheryl

Calling all Ninety Nines, friends & families!
Join us for this great 5K Fundraiser!

Put your sneakers on and sign up! In the registration choose the 99s for your
Non-Profit Charity! We get 15% of each registration fee! Its going to be a fun and
healthy way to help the 99s! We also have a Team Name you can sign up under...
Look for Orange County 99s.

URL: https://tustinhangarhalf.com/
(Check out the 99s under the Non-Profit group page!)

Walk or Run in the 5K or sign up for the Half Marathon! Its up to you!
See you there!

ANTELOPE VALLEY 99s
th
29 Annual Poker Run & BBQ
W.J. Fox Airfield in Lancaster
“Poppy Poker Run”
DATE:
TIME:

Sunday, April 14, 2019
9:00 a.m. – Card envelopes available at airports
12:00 p.m. – Santa Maria-style Barbeque served
11:00-12:30 Spot Landing Contest
(touchdown on the “Double Bars” to be eligible – 1 attempt, no bounces)

CHECK IN: 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Fox BBQ Hangar with unopened envelopes
No envelopes accepted after 1:00 p.m.
Poker Prizes awarded at W.J. Fox after lunch
Fox@MH Aviation, Mojave@Voyager Restaurant, Tehachapi
Muni@gas pump, Inyokern@office patio, Cal City@Restaurant, Rosamond@old FBO
STOPS & CARD LOCATIONS:

Fly to 1-6 airports in any order. Special PIC recognition for pilots flying to at least 3 airports.
Instant Play: If you don’t make it to all airports, all airport cards are available at the BBQ.

Rain or shine, it’s party time – If weather is not VFR, there will still be a BBQ!!
Poker hands will be opened & ranked & prizes awarded

AVIATION RELATED PRIZES INCLUDING:
Overnight Stays, Free Meals, Flight Reviews & Many More!!!
NOTE: We strongly urge you to register before the event, so we can plan the food.
On Poker Run Day, BBQ tickets will be sold based on food availability.
The Antelope Valley 99s is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization number 95-4198649
Proceeds from this event are used for A&P scholarships, new pilot flight training, and activities that promote flying.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/antelope-valley-99s-poppy-poker-run-tickets-55550646479?aff=flyer
- - - - - - - - - - - - - To register by mail cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $22 for a Poker Hand Combo (A combo includes 1 BBQ meal. Sorry, no separate meal purchases, a CA state raffle rule)
$15 for each extra Poker Hand -- OR -- $25 for every 2 extra hands
# Combo Tickets
_____ = $ __________
# Extra Poker Hands _____ = $ __________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ __________
Please list the names of everyone included on your purchase (they each get their own entry)
____________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________Email____________________________
Make your check payable to Antelope Valley 99s and mail to:
AV 99s, PO Box 5131, Lancaster, CA 93539 (please postmark before Monday, April 1)

On Tuesday, February 12th, twelve OC 99s, one SGV 99, and four guests a ended the
musical performance of “Come from Away” at Segerstrom Hall. The musical was
based on Capt. Beverly Bass’ AA ﬂight that was diverted to Gander a er the
September 11th a acks.
Irene Engard had contacted Anne McNiﬀ-Gaeta of the Segerstrom Center to see if
there was a possibility of mee ng some of the cast a er the show. The answer was,
“Yes!” So, a er the show we were escorted down to the front of the theater to meet six of the cast members,
including Becky Gulsvig, who played Capt Bass, one of the musicians, and an understudy who had to learn ﬁve
parts! The cast explained the complicated art of rearranging numerous chairs during the performance to simulate
an aircra , a café, etc. The choreography was fascina ng to watch.

To learn more about how a major disaster came to become an award winning musical hit, check these links:
“Welcome to the Rock” = Gander
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qy3R24d8PtI&list=PLfh2QX_4El6XVCAAlrXvCPKCKMxh_Fp5A
http://news.aa.com/american-stories/american-stories-details/2017/A-famous-pilot-a-hit-musical-and-a-story-ofresilience/default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62_Mf6rhhPE

OC 99s: Linda Abrams, Shirley McFall, Irene Engard,
Diane Ti erington-Machado, Maddy Mearsch,
Becky Valdez, Diane Myers, Trish Magdaleno, Sanjal
Gavande, & Lena Wilson (Not pictured: Pam
Hengsteler & Cheryl Cotman)
SGV 99 Virginia Harmer
Guests: Linda Montour, Efren Ramirez, Val Riley &
guest

Meet The Pioneering Female Pilot Who Inspired the
Musical ‘Come From Away’

Pioneering airline pilot Beverly Bass was captain of one of the 39
planes redirected to a small Canadian town in the wake of the
Sept. 11 a acks, a story drama zed in the Broadway hit “Come
from Away.” Suzy Welch sits down with Bass, who recalls the
drama c events of that day.
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4lKaTvcUGE

Founded in 1919, Zonta International is a global service organization
of professionals working together to empower women worldwide through
service and advocacy. More than 30,000 members belong to more than
1,200 Zonta Clubs in 67 countries.

Legendary pilot Amelia Earhart is one of Zonta International’s most famous former members. Each year during the
month of January, Zonta celebrates her spirit and impact. On 11 January 1935, Earhart embarked on a 2,408-mile trip
to Oakland, California, from Honolulu. The next day, she became first person to fly across both the Pacific and
Atlantic oceans. This trip also made her the first person to fly
to the United States mainland from Hawaii.
To commemorate these remarkable achievements, Zonta
celebrates 11 January as Amelia Earhart Day. This day, we
remember her contributions to the aerospace industry, as well
as the empowerment of women in science. More than 80
years after Earhart’s historic flight over the Pacific Ocean,
women are still far outnumbered in the workforce in physics, computer sciences and engineering, making up just
about 30 percent of the world’s scientists. Currently, less than 10 percent of space scientists are women.

Zonta International’s Amelia Earhart (AE) Fellowship is awarded annually to 35 women pursuing Ph.D./doctoral
degrees in aerospace-related sciences or engineering. This is one of Zonta Internationals activities to carry out its
mission that women shall have access to all resources and be represented in decision-making positions on an equal
basis with men.

This year our local Zonta chapter invited the Orange County Ninety-Nines to participate in their event. The luncheon
centered around empowering women. UC Irvine aerospace engineering student, Zeinab Shadram, was presented a
Zonta International Amelia Earhart Fellowship to assist her in her complex research project. Five members of the
Orange County Ninety Nines shared why they chose to learn to fly and how it has empowered them. We explained
how Amelia's flying has helped generations of female pilots gain their wings.

Melissa Figge (Zonta Past President), Pat Prentiss, Irene Engard,
Christi Matthews (Zonta President), Celia Vanderpool, and
Diane Myers. (Not pictured: Lena Wilson)

Baby, It’s Cold Outside.........But, It’s Clear
~By Pat Pren ss
Woke up on Friday, February 9th to clear, crisp and smooth weather. Geez, what do we do? Only a few seconds went by and we
decided it would be an awesome breakfast ﬂight to Big Bear - and it was!
Over the gorgeous white mountains covered with fresh powder, ski runs opera ng in full swing and honestly I don’t think I’ve ever
seen Big Bear so magical.
The Chipmunk hummed along oﬀering a cozy se ng for comfort and photo taking. She’s a beauty for a 1952 bird! (When asked
if the Chipmunk had a heater, Pat said ,“Yes, on the heater, but we did not use it. Instead, we were bundled up like li le snow
bunnies.”)
And a er breakfast, another scenic ﬂight. But wait, it’s too beau ful to go straight back to Flabob, so let’s head over to
Arrowhead and then do a low approach over San Bernardino Airport to see all those sadly de-commissioned airliners which are
no longer eﬃcient to operate.
Enjoy the photos!

Going to Big Bear for breakfast in the
Chipmunk heading over white mountains.

Coming out of Big Bear. Lake is partially frozen. Gorgeous
day - clear, cool and very few bumps. Chipmunk leaves Big
Bear alongside a partially frozen lake.

After breakfast at the cafe at Big
Bear. Recognize that lady on the
wall? Our own Marikay Lindstrom,
newly elected Big Bear airport
commissioner.

Chipmunk does low approach (with approval of course) at San
Bernardino Airport to see de-commissioned airliners.

For those who might not know what a Chipmunk looks
like, this is the DeHavilland Chipmunk that Pat and
Richard were flying. (file photo)

The United de-commissioned fleet.

To Santa Monica for Lunch ~ by Melody Liddell
On a cool February morning, I asked Becky, aka The Fox, if she would like to ﬂy to Santa Monica for lunch. She agreed
because she hadn’t been to KSMO since they shortened the runway and established ‘oﬃcial’ taxiways. We agreed to
walk to The Spi ire Grill as our lunch des na on.
When I called for my VFR clearance, I told the controller that I would be ﬂying to KSMO via the inland route, Fullerton
to AMTRA intersec on, avoiding El Monte’s airspace. At AMTRA, le turn to the west, and then (hopefully) a straight
in to KSMO. Next ques on of course, was how I planned to transi on Bravo? I let her know I’ll be staying under it at
2,000 feet. Pause. She said, please let TRACON know your inten ons when you contact them. Wilco. Oﬀ we went, on
an Orange departure, heading 340, climbing to 2,800 to stay above KFUL airspace. Switched to TRACON, and a er
establishing contact, of course ﬁrst instruc on was to remain clear of Class Bravo at all mes. Wilco. A er crossing
over KFUL, we rapidly lost 800 feet to level at 2,000, just as instructed. At AMTRA intersec on, we turned le , heading
260, in hopes of a good photo of the Hollywood sign and Griﬃth Park Observatory. Sucess!
Becky got some great pictures. A er we had ﬁnished sightseeing, TRACON turned us over to KSMO Tower who gave us
a landing clearance straight in for runway 21. We parked and secured the plane, walked to Spi ire Grill for delicious
salads, cha ed like we always do, back to the plane for a right 270 over the ﬁeld, climb to 3,500 for Special Flight Rules
back. Becky ﬂew the whole way home, which made me grateful, because the inland ﬂight up required I be hypervigilant of heading and al tude, given I was 500 feet under Class Bravo airspace.
A er contac ng John Wayne tower, they put us on the downwind for 20R. At 1,000
feet, I took over and landed.
Another fun, exci ng, ﬂying adventure with the Fox. Can’t wait for the next one!

Over the LAX runways.

Catalina—Will have to wait un l the new
runway is completed.

Learning from a Trailblazer: Shelby Jacobs at the Columbia Memorial Space Center, Downey
~By Karen Vaughn
Saturday February 16th. It was a gorgeous day in Downey, California. And at the Columbia Memorial Space Center it was even
better! Hubby Jeff and I arrived very soon after the center opened at 10 a.m. Immediately we were met by an outdoor display, the
Apollo Boiler Plate 12, an unmanned, transonic abort test vehicle; part of the “first full-scale test flight of the launch escape system
in the transonic speed range.”

Indoors, the soda bottle rocket launcher was the first display to greet us. But to access
it and the rest of the center, we had to pay our admission fees…very reasonable!
We caught sight of the featured speaker, Mechanical Engineer Mr. Shelby Jacobs, busy
with a photographer. Just as we approached, he headed for us! His commanding
handshake and cordial greeting was the first hint that we were meeting a super star! His
claim to fame was as project manager of the team that developed the riggings, casing,
jettison release timing, and parachute retrieval system for the cameras to be mounted on the first and second stage separation on
Apollo 6 and beyond spaceflights.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzmXrdRNicM
The Iconic Stage Separation
(Courtesy of
Rocketryforum.com)

Shuttle Mssion (STS-26) Astronaut Dick Covey,
Rockwell Engineer Shelby Jacobs, Shuttle Mission
(STS-26) Astronaut David Hilmers, Rockwell
Engineer Carl Anderson Shuttle Mission (STS-26)
(Courtesy of Shelby Jacobs)

The Center’s display, “Achieving the Impossible: The Life and Dreams of Shelby Jacobs” is a brilliant chronology, highlighting key
points of struggles, opportunities, and successes of this incredible man.
He earned a scholarship to UCLA in Mechanical Engineering at a time when at best, he expected to have a blue-collar job. After three
years in college, he landed a job with Rocketdyne, the same company that worked on Mercury, Atlas, Jupiter, and Thor programs.
But when President Kennedy announced the Apollo program in 1961, Shelby Jacobs transferred to Rockwell in Downey. His career
spanned Gemini, Apollo, International Space Station, and Shuttle programs; 40 years. (1956-1996)
The photographer was now ready to resume snapping pictures, so Jeff and I looked at more of the Center. My favorite spot was a
paper airplane kiosk along with an electric launcher. My best flight missed the three foot diameter ring target, but I was pleased
with its distance.

Fun at the robotic controls

Learning from a Trailblazer: Shelby Jacobs at the Columbia Memorial Space Center, Downey
cont.
In the robotics lab we were educated by Activities Specialist Kyle Keene. Here hands-on projects taught the kids the basics of
“programming, engineering, failure analysis, and mission management.” Oh, and the robots are constructed from LEGO parts! Fun!
Before we left the center for a bite to eat, I met Mrs. Elizabeth Jacobs. At 79 and 84, the couple keeps a busy schedule of traveling
and speaking.
Jeff and I returned to the Center for the main event. President and Executive Director Ben Dickow hosted. He was surprised by
Shelby’s presentation of a certificate of recognition from US 40th district representative, Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard via
proxy. Equally surprised was Shelby, also being honor by Congresswoman Roybal-Allard. Wow.
Shelby shared about his life, about the truism of doors that were closed to talented blacks in the 50’s, and the people in his life that
were key influences. He persevered during the space programs’ infancy with fortitude, imagination,
and faith in God. His wisdom: “Your struggles will make you stronger through excellence.” Excellence.
The next speaker was Alexander Johnson, a UCLA student going for his Ph.D. in Engineering.
Generations younger than Shelby, he had a fresh prospective on minority stereotypes and challenges.
Rounding out the event was a panel discussion featuring Shelby Jacobs, Alexander Johnson, Bill
Freeman, and Nate LaVert. All of them shared about what gave them strength to excel in the aerospace
industry despite racial based hurdles from family, teachers, bosses, and the public. There were some
great gems that need to be repeated: “F = m*a transcends race. It’s for everyone!” “Be
focused. Be Independent!” “Discouragers have no place in your career!”

Ben Dickow and Shelby Jacobs receive
commendations. (Photo by Karen
Vaughn)

Shelby Jacobs, Karen Vaughn, Elizabeth Jacobs,
Jeff Vaughn at the Columbia Memorial Space
Center, Downey, California

Excerpt from the display “Achieving the Impossible: The Life and Dreams of Shelby Jacobs” at the Columbia Memorial Space Center,
Downey.
It was an incredible day at the Columbia Memorial Space Center. Consider a visit yourself. With the Center’s 10th birthday, Apollo
11’s 50th birthday, and NASA’s 60th anniversary, expect lots of special events throughout the year.

ON THE MOON - BUZZ ALDRIN
On February 13th we a ended the Aero Club of Southern
California’s 2018 Howard Hughes Memorial Award dinner
that honored Buzz Aldrin as the 40th recipient, star ng
with Jack Northrop In 1978.
“This year’s recipient is Col. Buzz Aldrin. Buzz Aldrin is a
legendary astronaut and advocate for human space
explora on. In 1966 on the Gemini 12 orbital mission,
Buzz performed the world’s ﬁrst successful spacewalk. In
addi on, on July 20, 1969, Buzz and Neil Armstrong made
their historic Apollo 11 moonwalk, becoming the ﬁrst two
humans to set foot on another world. Since re ring from
NASA and the U.S. Air Force, Col. Aldrin has become a bestselling author, speaker, and a Global Statesman for
Space.”
Unfortunately Col. Aldrin was not able to a end, which was a severe disappointment when we learned that the
empty seats at our table were reserved for him and his entourage.
Accep ng in Col. Aldrin’s absence was Tim Russ, of Star Trek, who said he didn’t understand all the fuss because he
had traveled three galaxies and met many aliens. That got a healthy laugh.
The guest speaker was Dick Rutan who connected the audience to the Voyager ﬂight and was entertaining, full of
history, and an excellent and humorous speaker.
As a tribute to Col. Aldrin, a video of his life and journey to the moon was shared and I witnessed so much American
pride in the room.
An evening to remember, an evening that tapped on America’s accomplishments, and an evening full of notables
who shared their many successful challenges.
~ by Pat Pren ss

The dessert is always designed around the
nature of the recipient’s achievements.

Kim Ernst, FUL 99, Pat Prentiss, OC 99

MEMBERS’ UPDATES!

LOVE IS IN THE AIR

"Our love for avia on brought us closer and
very recently, we decided to be each other's co-pilots for life!"
OC99 Sanjal Gavande announces her engagement to pilot Jordan Baus.
Chris Stulik, long- me member who lives in Homewood (west side of Lake Tahoe) sent these pictures on Monday, Feb 11 with the
comment: Can’t ﬁnd my truck . . .

Fortunately, Chris has a big “IN” with the local ﬁremen since she worked at the North Tahoe sta on for many years; they came
over and shoveled a path out of her house for her!

Pam Hengsteler excitedly shared this good news:
Happy Day! 2/12/19 My student Kyle Carmack received his Private Pilot
License today. Lyn (DPE) said he ﬂew very well .
Kyle is a Business Administra on student at OCC and wants to become a
commercial pilot.

Very sa sfying. So proud of him!

Cindy Santoso, one of our scholarship winners, shares her big news!
It was an amazing feeling when the DPE handed me my temporary Private Pilot Cer ﬁcate! Since then, I
have ﬂown to many new places, took Young Eagles on their ﬁrst ﬂights, and mentored fellow NinetyNines.
On February 18, I passed my Commercial Pilot Cer ﬁcate with Instrument Ra ng. The progress towards
my goal to become a Cer ﬁed Flight Instructor and ul mately an airline pilot has been moving faster
than I expected. I am now thrilled to start CFI
training and am looking forward to more
opportuni es ahead! Thank you Orange County
Ninety-Nines for the support toward my goal!

Welcome to the home of Sling Pilot Academy.
Your ﬂight training is going to be as exci ng as your future career as an Airline Pilot.
It has never been a be er me to become an airline pilot. There is a severe worldwide pilot shortage
and airlines are giving out huge signing bonuses. It has become a great career again.
We will help you get your Private, Commercial and Instrument Ra ngs in modern, fun airplanes.
You don’t need to take your training in a 40-yr old airplane – you can start in a brand new airplane with a
glass cockpit. And learn to ﬂy near the beach in one of the most coveted parts of the world – Torrance
Airport in Los Angeles.
Click here to apply for our $20,000 Scholarship
h ps://www.slingpilotacademy.com/scholarship/
Winner will be selected August 6, 2019
slingpilotacademy.com
h ps://www.slingpilotacademy.com/

2018 Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Award
The Fall Fly Now Award Application deadline is September 15 each year. Membership join date
must be no later than August 15 of that year.
More information: https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm#Applications

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Women in Aviation Scholarships
Scholarship awards are a major benefit of membership in Women in Aviation International. In the
past 20 years, WAI has disbursed more than $10 million to its members to help them reach their
goals and advance into the aviation and aerospace careers they have always dreamed about.
Thanks to our generous sponsors, there is truly something for every interest.
Thanks to our generous 2019 sponsors, a total of 130 scholarships valued at $780,000 will be
awarded.
The 2019 scholarship application process is now closed. The 2020 scholarship application process
will start July 2019 to mid-November 2019.
More information: https://www.wai.org/education/scholarships

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Orange County Ninety-Nines Scholarships
The Orange County Chapter of the Ninety-Nines International Organization of Women Pilots is
offering two scholarships to local women. The scholarships are to be used by the recipients
towards an advanced rating or training to further their pursuit in aviation. There are two
scholarships available for the amount of $3,000 to be applied towards pilot’s license or advanced
ratings.
All applications must be signed and received by May 15th of current year.
Applications will be available soon!

Crosswind Landings
Well, in the nearly 30 years since I began wri ng these ar cles for the 99s, I have made a habit of talking to
all sorts of pilots about safety, to try to get their ideas and experiences. Once in a while, I run into a
par cularly savvy individual who has some good prac cal advice with “clues you can use”. I asked one such instructor about
crosswind landings, and this is what I was told:
“Fledgling, and some mes not so ﬂedgling pilots, have trouble with crosswind landings.” In other words, that’s just about
everybody!
“Most ﬂedglings will try to imitate their instructor’s eﬀortless method of ﬂying the airplane in a crab un l it’s just a few feet
above the runway, then simultaneously aligning the nose of the airplane with the runway centerline with the
rudder while correc ng for any dri with just the right amount of aileron, then de ly touching down on one
wheel, á la Bob Hoover. However, un l you can ﬂy like Bob Hoover, this is probably just making your life
harder and increasing your risk factor.
“My old instructor’s method for teaching crosswind landings was as follows: simply remember that landing in a crosswind is
merely landing the airplane in a controlled slip. He showed me how to line up the airplane with the runway and, while s ll
maybe a quarter of a mile out, rudder the nose around to make it point in the same direc on as the runway centerline. Then,
when the airplane starts to dri , simply correct for this dri with whatever amount of aileron is appropriate. This way, you’ve
plenty of me to ﬁgure things out. When you’ve got the dri corrected, just hold what you’ve got un l it’s on the runway. And
remember not to quit when it’s on the ground: keep the airplane’s nose poin ng down the runway with the rudder and hold
that aileron in there un l the speed dissipates. This is a me when you don’t want to forget that old adage: ‘keep ﬂying it un l
it’s in the chocks’.
Some addi onal points:
• Remember to carry a li le extra speed - about one-half the maximum gust velocity - when it’s windy. (see Rule of Thumb
below)
• You might try a notch less of the ﬂaps than you use in calm condi ons, as it will give you be er control (less wind inﬂuence)
• Don’t be afraid to go around if you’re uncomfortable! Be ready to ini ate the go around if a gust suddenly puts you where
you don’t want to be and you don’t have me to correct.
Use good taxi techniques on the ground (aileron and elevator posi ons are important the higher the wind speed) and go
slowly!”
Well, that sounded like pre y good advice to me, so I thought I’d pass it on to you along with a couple of Rules of Thumb to
help you when the winds start blowing.
Rule of Thumb for figuring out how much extra approach speed to add in gusty conditions:
Max. Wind Gust Speed + Normal Approach = Approach Speed with
2
Speed
Gusting Winds
Or, to make it short, add half the gust speed to your approach speed.
Rule of Thumb for figuring out just how much crosswind you have:
Degrees off runway heading
Multiply wind speed by:
15°
1/4
30°
1/2
45°
3/4
60° up to 90°
you’ve got it all!
E.g. if the wind is 20 kts and coming in 30 degrees off the runway,
then you’ve got half of that, or 10 kts, as a crosswind component.
Your Pilot’s Opera ng Handbook (POH) will tell you how much crosswind your aircra is cer ﬁed to handle, but go by your own
experience and comfort level, which may lower that number a bit. It’s always a good idea to prac ce with your CFI and stay
proﬁcient!
Have a safe ﬂight!
Claudia Ferguson, Safety
San Fernando Valley 99s
© 2019 CK Ferguson

Happy March Birthdays!
3 Amy Davis
7 Pam Doddridge
8 Carol Bennett
13 Irene Bates
14 Caryl Collins
20 Trudy Briscoe
20 Lina Shi
26 Chris Stulik
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.
OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION — The NINETY-NINES® INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS®
promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our
unique history and sharing our passion for flight. Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of
The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®, International Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of aviation today. And, to quote Amelia, fly "for the fun of it!"

Join us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

