Chairman: Irene Engard

ocninetynines@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Becky Valdez
OC99s website: http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new/
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June 2018
June 6 — Business Meeting ACI Jet (or via
teleconference) 6pm
June 13 — POY Banquet and installation of new
officers at the newly remodeled
Costa Mesa Country Club—Hats off
to the Ninety Nines!
July—No Business/General
Meetings
July 5-10—International Conference
Philadephia, PA
July 18—Forest of Friendship Nominations Due
www.IFOF.org

Pilot of the year banquet
installation of new officers
Special Recognitions
Where:
Costa Mesa Country Club
1701 Golf Course Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
When:
Wednesday June 13, 2018

August 2—Business Meeting (Thursday)
August 9—General Meeting (Thursday) Details
will be emailed prior to our meeting and
will be in the August edition of Plane Tales.
October 4-7—Southwest Section Meeting
Upland, CA

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the International
organization of women pilots that promotes
advancement of aviation through education,
scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our
unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

Time:
6 pm - No Host Bar
7:00 pm - Dinner
Cost - $45.00
Please reply by June 5th
via your emailed Evite and pay via PayPal.
Or, see registration form on page 19.

So Long and Thanks for all the Fish*
Usually I get some sort of inspira on for my message to you. This month has been diﬃcult. Perhaps it is
because I have just returned from a fantas c Mediterranean vaca on or because I feel melancholy wri ng
my last message as your Chairman.
Plane Tales has been ready to publish for probably two weeks — the en re me Alan & I have been exploring
Italy and Greece. How do I e in the depth of history that we have been immersed in to my swan song/
farewell message? All the places we visited have le* their mark on history.
What is the legacy that I want to leave with you, my wonderful 99s friends? I hope that I was successful in
suppor ng the Fun in the Fundamentals of ﬂying, encouraging a friendly, suppor ve and nurturing
atmosphere, showing apprecia on for every member, adding a bit of frivolity to our mee ngs by con nually
changing my head gear yet being organized enough that we handle the business ma1ers of our organiza on
in a professional manner, crea ng an environment that invites chapter par cipa on by all members, new
and long term.
Ninety Nines has been a constant in my life since 1978. I have ﬂoated in and out of chapter and sec on
ac vity based on the events of my life. The request to lead this chapter 4 years ago came at a good me for
me.
I decided to have fun as your chairman and I did. I wanted to do my best and make everyone want to be a
member of our chapter. Thank all of you for the experience, the love, the crea vity, the service, the
friendships, the camaraderie, the rides, the honors, the challenges, the opportunity for growth and more.
As I prepare to hand the gavel to Cheryl, I feel like I am moving so I have to sort through and pack up 4 years
of stuﬀ; making sure only the necessary informa on is passed on to Cheryl. I am reviewing all this history so
everything is in the best possible order for the transi on to our new leader. I want to feel conﬁdent that our
records are in order to protect our chapter in the event of any audits or ques ons. I want to make sure
Cheryl and her board are able to go forward without any clean up necessary from the past.
I’ve decided I’m keeping the “Fearless” tle but passing on “Leader” to Cheryl.

Yours in service,

Irene
Your Fearless (soon to be past) Leader

*(Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy)

Orange County Ninety Nines

Spring Section 2018

Report by Irene Engard, Chairman

Achievements
4 members received new ratings
11 new members
Our instructors graduated 6 students – PPL to Multi Engine Commercial
Cyber Business meetings
3rd year – Learn to Fly Essay Contest- 10 winners of first lesson
Renamed Scholarship Eleanor Todd Aviation Scholarship
March Air Reserve Base Tour & KC135 Sim training
Booth at Huntington Beach Air show
23 minutes of Radio Air time – KFI Interview
Honors
Awarded 3 Ninety-Nines Scholarships of $3000 each
Last Year’s Rookie of the Year – Sarah Kiley is employed by Gulfstream as A&P Mechanic
Pat Prentiss delivered an informative and entertaining Eulogy for Fran Bera
Received Air and Space Education Award for Large Chapters due to activities of our members
Community Activities
Right Seat Ready Seminar with 17 attendees
iPad Seminar with 43 attendees
The Possible Turn Seminar with 31 attendees
Abnormal Flight Conditions and Safe Flight with 9 attendees
Collected toys for Orangewood Children’s Home
Airport Appreciation – goodies to the Tower, Fire station & Sheriff’s Post
Aviation related presentations to Cal State Hayward, Society of Industrial & Applied Mathematics, Dream It
Be Conference sponsored by Soroptimist International, Microsoft’s DigiGirlz-Women in Aviation Event.
School Presentations – DaVinci Science High School – Wood Canyon Elementary
Celebrations
Celebrated the lives of Mary Van Velzer & Eleanor Todd
Holiday Luncheon with 45 attendees & successful Silent Auction
POY & Installation with Past International President, Pat Prentiss presiding over installation
Mad Hatter Tea Party luncheon for members
Bev Allen’s Birthday - 90.3 years
Valentine’s Treat with ACIJet & Zonta members attended by 50 members and guests
W.A.S.P. Play at Fullerton College
General Meetings
Honoring our Mission Statement with education & camaraderie
HeliStream tour & group photo – Fundraising activities – Annual Meeting – All member night
Special speakers – GA Improvement Plan – Drone Presentation – GA Advocacy
Aviation Activities
Women in Aviation
Oshkosh
Sun n Fun
International in San Antonio
Spring Section in Bakersfield
Winter workshop in Phoenix
Flying Magazine Expo
Aviation Museum Visits
Reno Air Races
NIIFA
SoCal Pilots Assn

Hats Off to the Ninety Nines
As we Celebrate our
Pilot of the Year
And
Installation of New Officers
Where:
Costa Mesa Country Club
1701 Golf Course Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
When: Wednesday June 13, 2018
Time: 6 pm - No Host Bar
Cost: $45.00 per person
Please reply by June 5, 2018 via your email Evite
& pay via the PayPal button on our website.
When you respond, indicate your meal choice
in the comments section:
Broiled Salmon - Medallions of Pork - Pasta Primavera
Non-Member Friends of the OC 99s are cordially invited to attend.
Respond via your emailed Evite and pay by Credit Card (available on our
website: http://oc99s.sws99s.org/). Look for the “Add to Cart” button. You
can use PayPal (if you have an account) or a credit card. You may also
purchase multiple banquet reservations with one transaction. Or make check
payable to OC 99’s and send registration form and check to: Irene Engard 931
Presidio Dr. Costa Mesa, CA 92626-5609 or email your form to Becky Valdez
at fxala@hotmail.com. (Registration form on page 19.)

A couple of months ago, we celebrated Bev Allen’s 90.3 years Birthday.
We asked Bev to write about her experiences with the 99s.
From Bev:
What do you do when you are 40 …… I got my pilot’s certificate. I got married for the second time
and he was a pilot. He wanted me to get my license, so I did. I took my checkride in a taildragger. I
went to my first 99s meeting to see what they did. The first thing I know I was helping make Hex
Rattles for the section meeting, before I even joined. These girls know how to get you involved in a
hurry.
I got acquainted with Ursula Tracy and Esther Grupenhagen and we were off to Puerto Rico for one
of our conventions, and then to Snowbird (1974), places I had never heard of and had so much fun
and adventure. There was airmarking with Shirley Who? (we never knew what her last name was, it
changed often.) Then Eleanor Todd joined the chapter and Barb Ward, my buddies, we traveled
back and forth across the USA. If there was a convention, section meeting, fly in, or whatever, we
went in Barb’s Comanche.
The Powder Puff Derby . . . I wish every one of you could have flown the Powder Puff Derby. June
McCormack and I flew in the last one and laughed all the way from Palm Springs to Tampa, FL.
I have been secretary, treasurer, chairman, Plane Tales Editor (15 years), chaired Christmas parties
(9), Chapter Public Relations (6 years), Section Public Relations (4 years), Chairman for the 1989
Section Meeting at Arrowhead, and Chairman for the 1999 Section meeting at Big Bear. Once you
start, you never stop . . . and it has all been fun.
Margo Smith started the APT (Annual Proficiency Training) program and I designed the Patch which
we sold. Margo became one of our Southwest Section Governors.
In 1981 I was finishing my year as chairman and I had the honor of being voted “Pilot of the Year.”
Lois Dillman, Marci Mauthe, and I baked airplane cookies and put everyone’s N number on a cookie.
These were our centerpieces for the tables. This had everyone looking for their very own cookie.
With the new terminal, we were asked to do tours. Barb Ward, Eleanor Todd, Cynthia Shofer, and
Mary Van Velzer signed up to do this fun job. Eleanor and I got to do the tour for the owners of the
Spruce Goose and join them for lunch when the plane was leaving here for Oregon, where it is now.
And then there were the crazy skits that Linda Eldridge and I worked up for the section meetings. . .
Sally Super Pilot, the one where Jan Petersen wore the socks on her ears to look like a hound dog,
the Gopher (Thon Griffith) and the Elves (Marci and Bev) in Arizona. Our Section members couldn’t
wait to see what the Orange County Chapter was going to do this time to announce the next section
meeting.
We took time out to go flying. I got my instrument rating . . . how else are you going to get out of
Orange County?
Flying is a great adventure. I am still flying and for my 90th birthday my
grandchildren gave me a flight, in Tennessee they gave me another flight, and a
flight in a glider. I got to take my granddaughter up with me . . . I belong to the
Aerospace Club of Laguna Woods. Many of our members flew in WWII and some
worked in the Defense plants.
Flying can open a whole new world for you. I have flown for 50 years and I can’t
imagine my life any other way . . . .

Celebra ng long-term members at Chapter’s 50th Anniversary party

Gi of 172 Flight - 2017 in New Mexico

Patch Bev created &
Chapter sold
Conven on me, Fran Bera, Eleanor Todd, Bev, Barb Ward

Tour guides for Orange County Airport - 19 years

Arrowhead Sec on Mee ng—Bev and Pam Hengsteler

Chairman 1980-81

Flying into Mexico

Career Days

Alaska Conven on

1988 Palms to Pines - wore matching skirts

NOTES TO BEV FROM SOME OF OUR MEMBERS
Bev,
Congratulations on your 90+ years. You are my inspiration in so many ways. I had such a good time working with you on all
your 99s projects back in the day. Remember our actual cu ing and pasting the Plane Tales to get it ready to copy and mail
before the digital age? Remember our many ﬂy-ins, the Section meeting at Arrowhead, and our fun ﬂight to St. Louis with
Eleanor and Barbara? I wish I could be with you to celebrate tonight, but please know I am thinking of you with love and
admiration.
Marci
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For Bev,
Happy Birthday darling lady! Such great memories of our get togethers to “cut and paste” the Plane Tales together
way back in the day! You are always so kind and encouraging to your sisters in the chapter and ever present as I
know Eleanor is too with you this special day! I can see your beautiful smile in my mind’s eye! Miss you! Love you!
SkyMom.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bev,
I wish I could be there to celebrate as we all AIR our thoughts about how just PLANE amazing you are but since I can't, I jotted
down a little poem for you!
Bev, you joined us in 1972, so loyal since then, and you've been a trooper too!
You served as chairman and secretary, both positions: so necessary!
You published Plane Tales for 15 years, for that alone: a million cheers!
We elected you pilot of the year in 1981, and it's time again to have some fun!
Tonight we celebrate how great you are, it's your night, you are our star!
With much admiration,
Sarah Kiley

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Precious Bev,
You have been an amazing inspiration to so many but especially to me. You were there for me during the early years of my flying adventures and when my
life transitioned to full time motherhood. You always inspire me with the way you recreate yourself and say "yes" to every adventure that comes your
way. When Val presented the adventure of learning to fly you were ready. When the 99s asked you to take the helm as Chairman, you excelled. It was
during those years of serving as your Treasurer that we became close. We spoke almost every day.
When my sons were born you were there to guide me through the joys and pitfalls of parenthood. You have been the kind of friend that can be counted on
for anything. When Barbara and Eleanor would go on flying adventures you were always ready and willing to go. When the cruise ships needed someone to
teach a craft class, you were there. Of course, it didn't hurt that they offered you a free cruise. Remember all those fun projects we would do. We made
Christmas ornaments for many years. When you moved to your new place in Laguna Woods we would take the boys swimming in your pool. We even went
flying with them in the back seat. Now I'm a grandma and you are a great grandma. Time flies when you are having fun and with you, life is always fun.
I love you my dear friend,
Lois

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Long las ng friendships don't require a daily visit or a daily phone call. What ma ers is that we s ll have that friendship bond of
years past. This photo was taken of Bev and myself not too long ago when we had lunch at the Laguna Woods Country Club.
How fun to reminisce about old mes and to hear of Bev's recent taking to the sky and to celebrate
Bev's 90th birthday. We all should be so lucky to look as beau ful as she does today. And, we
con nue to have those lunches and catch up on past and current mes.
Pat Pren ss

SEMINAR – iPAD and ForeFlight
By Pat Pren ss
Meaning of a Seminar – A mee ng for giving and discussing informa on. A presenta on by one or more experts in
which the a endees are encouraged to discuss the subject ma er. Yep, we’re doing it!!
On Saturday, May 19th our Chapter presented another safety seminar. This seminar was presented by Mike Jesch
who has over 30 years of ﬂying with a major airline. Mike is a Master CFI, FAASTeam Lead Representa ve, and a
member of the Society of Avia on Flight Educators (SAFE). He currently ﬂies a Boeing 737 and when not in the 737,
he’s ﬂying his Cessna 182. This is how he appreciates and understands the world of General Avia on. All of his
dedicated pilot experience was instrumental on May 19th as he taught 43 a endees the basics of the iPad using VRR
and IFR techniques.
This was a class of interac on, not only with mul ple ques ons about the material, but with the sharing of iPads with
those who didn’t have one yet. It was awesome.
We, the Orange County 99s, have deﬁnitely made a mark in the avia on community and we’ve gathered a tremendous amount of respect with the FAA as we bring forth these educa onal classes. It’s nice to hear, “I always look for
a class being hosted by the Orange County 99s because I know the quality.” That’s a huge kudo for us.
Thank you again to Jeﬀ Rountree, Manager of Airside Opera ons JWA, for arranging the use of the Commission Room
and to Joe Finnell, for providing and se ng up the necessary sound equipment. Joe not only shows up early the
morning of the seminar, he always meets with me the a ernoon before so I can make sure the room is set up to
accommodate the par cular class and that all thing are in order. I would also like to thank Bristol Farms in Newport
Beach for always taking care of our dietary needs and for being so ﬂexible.
What’s next? We’re working on another safety seminar for September (to be announced) and Michael Church will be
presen ng his IFR Refresher on Saturday, October 6, 2018. If you have not a ended one of our classes, well, you’ve
honestly missed out on a great opportunity to get some quality educa on.
I’ll be back with more informa on as it unfolds. Happy summer adventures to all of you!

iPad Seminar Underway with 43 A endees

Spring me in Washington DC

~ by Becky Valdez

During a recent trip to a end the 50th Anniversary of the Ba le of Dai Do, VN, that my husband Frank was in, we
decided to leave a few days early to tour Washington D.C. We invited the squirrel (Melody Liddell) along because she
had never been to our Na on’s Capital and was anxious to a end the Anniversary
Events. The fox and squirrel took in all the sights by open-air hop-on-hop-oﬀ bus.
Of course, the Air &Space Museum was ﬁrst on the list of sights. Among the many
displays was a sec on for Amelia Earhart and the 99s organiza on. The Squirrel took
special interest in the poster for the Piper brothers who
created her airplane, as well as seeing the Wright Flyer
in person. We spent a lot of me there and took many
pictures in the avia on wing of the Museum.

Our ming was perfect to see the cherry blossom trees and beau ful tulips in bloom.
The changing of the guard at Arlington Nat’l Cemetery was very moving as well as all
the other monuments.
The guest speakers for the two dinner celebra ons were Gen. Al Gray
(former commandant of the US Marine Corp) and Gen. “Mad Dog” Ma s, Sec
of Defense. A panel discussion at the Nat’l Archives in D.C. about the ba le included
Frank Valdez.

Melody and Becky surround
General Al Gray

Riding oﬀ into the Sunset – for a charitable purpose

by Celia Vanderpool

My airplane needed to ﬂy away from home for a few days, and I decided to go with it. It was coming up on Kentucky Derby Day, and
I didn’t need to “Jus fy” sneaking out of town. Trading one horse for 230 horses, trailered in blue cowling, I let them go! Not far,
just a short run, but landed in our beau ful central coastal Paso Robles. I did not know Warbird Weekend was about to happen, so I
arrived in good company with an array of well-kept examples of historic air ba les. A friend picked me up for a deligh ul Uber wine
tas ng evening and dinner in the hills rolling towards the sea.
The next day was Santa Ynez, and it seemed unusually busy, with King Airs and helicopters landing with cowboys spilling out. Nice
stop! A er securing a parking spot and lodging, we no ced an unusual fever was taking over. More and more cowboys arrived, and
soon we discovered it was the annual Rancheros mee ng and ride. Over 750 ranchers and cowboys descended upon ny Solvang
for problem solving and fund raising. The focus this year, besides fences, fracking, and land use, was breast cancer. All riders, aged
18-93, proudly wore pink shirts with American ﬂags on the sleeves, and there is not a more patrio c group. They rode through town
in a parade with ﬂags ﬂying, of their individual states and our Star-Spangled Banner. All of them met at the Mission Santa Ynez, and
the padre conducted a Blessing. Horses and nature were blessed ﬁrst, then the cowboys for their
eﬀorts, and love of country before their weeklong ride in the back country working on solu ons.
And then they rode oﬀ…all 758 and a couple of
chuckwagons, into the sunset. For an accidental
unplanned weekend, it couldn’t have been be er.
It makes you wonder, what all is going on that we
miss, because we are so busy. Remember Flag
Day, 14 June, and celebrate our freedom to ﬂy.

Mission Santa Ynez

Parade down Main Street,
Solvang, CA

And yes, of course!
Since I am the Wandering Dog.

This will be my 8th owner-assisted annual, and each year I learn new things
~ by Melody Liddell

It's that me of year again, Annual Inspec on of my trusty 69815! I coordinated schedules with my
A&P buddy, and got this show on the road. 2017 Plane Tales, I included many pictures and detailed
descrip ons of what I had done. This year keeping it simple. So far, I have replaced all 8 spark
plugs, checked compression on all four cylinders (results well within tolerance), removed, cleaned,
repacked 6 wheel bearings, two each wheel, and cleaned the engine very carefully and thoroughly,
allowing a full visual reconnaissance to check for any issues or poten al problems. Also, cleaned the
lower cowl with solvent so it is spotless. A clean cowl will tell the story of any problem the engine
might have (i.e. oil leak) and where to look to ﬁx it.
The check list for my Piper 160 is 4 pages front and back. And each item must be addressed. I am a
pumpkin May 31st, so the clock is cking.
Perhaps some of you might recognize the pink jacket I'm wearing from the White Elephant.

Bella puts her
“Paw of Approval”
on Melody’s work

Which way are we taking oﬀ today?
On a beau ful sunny April day, I invited my friend John to ﬂy to Catalina for lunch. We had been tenta vely
planning this ﬂight for quite some me now, trying to coordinate schedules (he's a radiologist, 7 days a month on the east
coast) and my ideal weather: VFR (and no wind) at Catalina.
Finally, Friday April 20th was the day! I arrived early to preﬂight. The wind was very light coming from the south. No
problem, I thought, runway 20 like usual. I collected John at
the Paularino gate, we parked at my plane and I no ced the
wind sock. It had done a complete 180 and now the wind was
coming from the north. Odd, I thought. So I watched it for a
few minutes. S ll coming out of the north. I told John we
would most likely be depar ng in the direc on of the freeway
and explained to him that we always want to take oﬀ and land
into the wind.
I started my engine at 11:30am. Got the headsets on and listened to ATIS, which revealed they were s ll using runway
20. And this is where the fun begins....
Since the runways needed 'switching' because of the wind, the Clearance controller no ﬁed all aircra that there would be a
“short delay” while they re-conﬁgured the tower for the change, now using runway 2. In its most basic terms (as it was
explained to me by my previous John Wayne Controller friend, who is now at So Cal TRACON in San Diego) when the wind
starts blowing from the north, the commercial airliners are now taking oﬀ right in the ﬁnal approach paths of both LAX and
Long Beach, therefore they need to communicate heavily with TRACON. It can really disrupt the LA basin traﬃc when John
Wayne wind direc on changes. When I called for a Clearance at 11:35, there were 6 VFR, and 4 IFR GA aircra ahead of me.
When the control tower ﬁnally had everything order, I looked up to see 6 Airliners lined up on Taxiway Bravo, directly in
front of me, on their way to Runway 2L. Naturally, those 6 planes took priority. But of course they had to wait for landing
traﬃc, which was now approaching from the ocean. Fun to watch the big jets touch down right in front of us, but a er a
while, I was ready to get airborne. So was John. A er the line-up of commercial planes were gone, next IFR GA was
addressed. During the wait, 7 more VFR aircra got on frequency also needing a clearance. Now we are up to 13 planes
wai ng. I could not believe my ears when I heard "69815 go ahead". Somehow I managed to get to Southwest run
up. Then taxi instruc ons Bravo to Delta, hold short of runway 2L. I sat
there for another 20 minutes wai ng for
landing traﬃc. FINALLY, at 12:40, cleared for take-oﬀ on 2L, instructed to
turn le heading 240, and oﬀ we went.
Smooth, uneven ul ﬂight to Catalina, no wind, gentle landing. I think John
was really happy to get out of the airplane, we had a 3 hour lunch! He had
never been to Catalina by plane before so it was quite a treat.
A er a big lunch, giant cookie, walk and pictures, it was me to head
home. I warned him the Catalina runway was a li le bumpy, and he said
he was glad for the warning as we gained airspeed, he could feel those
bumps (let's call them what they are: potholes) Uneven ul ﬂight home; ATIS said the wind had switched again and was now
coming from the south. I crossed the ﬁeld to join le downwind for 20L. Smooth landing (yay!).
I had never experienced a wait of that dura on in my 7 years ﬂying out of John Wayne. I hope I never do it again!
~ Melody Liddell

2018 Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Award
The Fall Fly Now Award Application deadline is September 15 each year. Membership join date must be no
later than August 15 of that year.
More information: https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm#Applications

Women in Aviation Scholarships
Scholarship awards are a major benefit of membership in Women in Aviation International. In the past
20 years, WAI has disbursed more than $10 million to its members to help them reach their goals and
advance into the aviation and aerospace careers they have always dreamed about. Thanks to our generous
sponsors, there is truly something for every interest.
The 2018 scholarship program will begin in July and run through November 13, 2018. Applicants must be a
member of Women in Aviation International by November 1, 2018, and may apply for no more than two
scholarships. Internships are not included in the two per member scholarship limit.
More information: https://www.wai.org/education/scholarships

San Diego 99s Flight Scholarships
Dottie Sanders Memorial Flight Scholarship
A $1,000 award to help fund flight training. Applicant must (1) be a female, (2) reside in San Diego,
Riverside, Orange or Imperial counties OR be a member of any chapter of the Southwest Section of the
Ninety-Nines, (4) PPL applicants must have passed the written and soloed (5) If for an advanced rating/
certificate, applicant must have Private certificate. Funds may be used to help fund Private Pilot training OR
if a certified pilot applicant, may be used to fund training for the Instrument, Commercial, Multi Engine, or
any Flight Instructor certificates. There is a 90 day limit to apply funds towards training.
Application deadline - June 30th.
More information: http://www.sd99s.org/scholarships.html

2017
WINGS RECIPIENTS

SOUTHWEST SECTION 99s
PAST WINGS RECIPIENTS
2011

CAROL ANDREWS – BASIC PHASE XIII – SUTTER BUTTES
JAN ARCHIBALD – BASIC PHASE IV – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
CAROL BOWSER – BASIC PHASE VII– PLACER GOLD
BARBARA CROOKER – BASIC PHASE II – MT. SHASTA
NORA FEDAL – BASIC PHASE III – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
MAUREEN KENNEY – BASIC PHASE I – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY

2012
CAROL ANDREWS – BASIC PHAS XIV – SUTTER BUTTES
CARIN BATHAM – BASIC PHASE I – SUTTER BUTTES
CAROL BOWSER – BASIC PHASE VIII
CLAUDIA CONTRERAS – BASIC PHASE I, MASTER PHASE - MONTEREY BAY
SUNNI GIBBONS – BASIC PHASE III – SANTA MARIA VALLEY
MAUREEN KENNEY – ADVANCED PHASE I – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
ELSBETH ROACH – BASIC PHASE I – HI-DESERT
MICHAELE SERASIO – BASIC PHASE I – MONTEREY BAY
ALICE TALNACK – BASIC PHASE I – MONTEREY BAY
PAULA WILSON – BASIC PHASE I – COYOTE COUNTRY

JANICE SULLIVAN BASIC PHASE VII
BAKERSFIELD

ELINE KOK BASIC PHASE IV
SAN DIEGO

NORA FEDDAL BASIC PHASE III
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY

2013
CAROL ANDREWS – BASIC PHASE XV – SUTTER BUTTES
CARIN BATHAM – BASIC PHASE II – SUTTER BUTTES
CAROL BOWSER – BASIC PHASE VIV – PLACER GOLD
BARBARA CROOKER – BASIC PHASE III – MT SHASTA
BECKY DAVIES – BASIC PHASE I, ADVANCED PHASE I – SUTTER BUTTES
LINDA MAE DRAPER – BASIC PHASE I, ADVANCED PHASE I – RENO AREA
DANA GLIDDEN – BASIC PHASE I – FULLERTON
MAUREEN KENNEY – BASIC PHASE III – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
ELAINE LECAIN – BASIC PHASE III – BAKERSFIELD
JULIA ANN MILLS – BASIC PHASE I – SEDONA RED ROCKETTES

2014
PAT CHAN – BASIC PHASE I – BAY CITIES
CLAUDETTE DECOURLEY – BASIC PHASE I – SAN DIEGO
MICHAELE SERASIO – BASIC PHASE II – MONTEREY BAY
WILLA YOUNG – BASIC PHASE I – SUTTER BUTTES

DEIDRE “COOPER” PAYETTE
BASIC PHASE 2, MASTER
PHASE 2 BAKERSFIELD

MARY MCENROE
BASIC PHASE I SANTA CLARA

MICHAELE SERASIO BASIC IV
MONTEREY BAY

2015

CARIN BATHAM – BASIC PHASE III – SUTTER BUTTES
BARBARA CROOKER – BASIC PHASE IV – MT SHASTA
BECKY DAVIES – BASIC PHASE II – SAN DIEGO
MCHAELE SERASIO – ADVANCED PHASE I – MONTEREY BAY

2016
JANEEN GAUL – BASIC PHASE II – VENTURA COUNTY
ELINE KOK – BASIC III, ADV II, MASTER I – SAN DIEGO
CECI STRATFORD – BASIC PHASE I – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
DEA “COOPER” PAYETTE – BASIC I, ADV I, MASTER I – BAKERSFIELD
MAUREEN KENNEY – BASIC PHASE III – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
ALISA LILEY – BASIC I, ADVANCED I – SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
ALICE TALNACK – VASIC PHASE III – MONTEREY BAY
JANICE SULLIVAN – BASIC PHASE VI - BAKERSFIELD

BARBARA CROOKER
BASIC V MOUNT SHASTA

KAREN VAUGHN BASIC II
ORANGE COUNTY

So, What’s all the Flap About?
No doubt you studied about wing flaps when you were in ground school and have
learned their practical applications as you have flown. But if you’re like me, you don’t
really think about them all that much – unless they suddenly quit working. (Hmmm.
Kinda like most things.) In the course of our flying, especially when landing and
maybe even when taking off, we use wing flaps (unless you fly a Cessna 120, which
doesn’t have any!). We use them when flying slowly. Instructors that we fly with may
occasionally even tell us to land without them (oh bother!). This month, I thought I’d
revisit a few things about wing flaps. For me, it’s particularly apropos because the flap
motor in my Cardinal stopped working properly and I had to do a no-flap landing
when I wasn’t expecting to. It wasn’t a problem as Chino, my home airport, has nice
long runways, but it got me to thinking about it and I was glad I’d practiced. Anyway,
to the subject at hand!
The shape of the wings of the planes we fly is quite a highly refined design. As you can
see from the diagram (left), aeronautical engineers have gotten creative over the last
hundred years or so. Some of these are pretty rare. Flap design evolved out of a lot of
trade-offs that give optimum lift and minimum drag while also providing aerodynamic
stability (vs. the instability of a fighter jet wing, which needs to be highly agile in the
sky). Our wings work very well at high cruising speeds, but there are times when we
could use a little help with flying at slower speeds. That’s where flaps come in. When
we deploy our flaps, they effectively change the shape of the wings. The wing shape becomes one that
creates more lift at slower airspeed. Of course, this is a feature that adds to SAFETY. (Aha! Now you
know why I’m writing about this. ☺) In addition, the flap also acts like an air brake, adding
drag/resistance that will enable an aircraft to descend quickly without building up additional
airspeed. Let’s explore this in a bit more detail now.
First, flaps initially increase lift. Remember your instructor telling you to keep the nose of the airplane
from coming up when you add flaps? It may be such an ingrained habit now that you don’t really
notice. Also, if you apply them in small increments – most of us have 10º-20º-30º increments - and
you don’t have manually operated flaps which allow you to apply a lot of flap quickly, the effects of the
momentary lift increase may not be so noticeable. It’s there, however, and can be put to good use. Of
course, you also need to remember that as you retract the flaps, you will lose some lift until your
airspeed increases to compensate. You might take notice of this effect the next time you take off with
flaps. I’ve gotten into the habit of bringing my flaps up in small increments for a smoother transition.
Second, flaps add drag and thereby act as an air brake to help slow an aircraft down. Landing at
slower speeds is safer than landing at faster speed (obviously!). Flaps slow you down and coupled with
the added lift they provide, they enable you to approach and land safely at a lower air speed resulting
in lower ground speed and less runway distance needed. An additional effect of the air braking is that
adding flaps will enable you to increase your descent angle without picking up additional (and
unwanted) airspeed. If you find yourself a little high on final, you can push the nose of the airplane
over a little further and not gain as much airspeed as you would if your wings were in their normal
configuration. This can be quite useful if you have miscalculated a bit, or if you are staying high for
noise abatement or some other reason. Likewise, if you find yourself a little slow, you can wait a bit to
apply that last increase in flaps.
Finally, the next time you’re doing your pre-flight, don’t skip the item that says to check the flaps.
You’ll want to make sure they have enough lubrication, that the attachment bolts aren’t too tight or
too loose, and that the flap motor (assuming your plane uses one - some just use levers) sounds like
it’s operating properly - not making abnormal grinding noises, or running too slowly. Also, sometime
soon when you fly, it might be interesting to review the difference flaps make in your stall speed. You
never know when that knowledge might come in handy.
Have a safe flight!
Claudia Ferguson, Safety Chairman San Fernando Valley 99s
Aviation Safety Counselor © CK Ferguson 2018

99s 2018 International Conference in Philadelphia

Join us for the 99s Conference in Philadelphia!!

Did you know that:

•

Forbes Magazine named Philadelphia one of the "10 Coolest U.S. Cities to Visit in 2018."

•

On-Time registration for this year's conference in Philadelphia ends soon. Save $25 by registering before midnight ET
on May 31st.

•

Want to join one of our exciting tours? Sign up for tours no later than June 2. Hurry! The tours are filling up quickly.

•

Not a career pilot? No problem! Everyone will benefit by participating in the Professional Branding Breakfast on
Friday, July 6. Work on your career while you enjoy an informative, productive breakfast!

•

Are you or someone you know looking to start or upgrade your aviation career? "Pathways to Success - A Pilot
Career Expo" has something for members and non-members alike.

Register today at https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=258542&

The Ninety-Nines, Inc., 4300 Amelia Earhart Drive Suite A, Oklahoma City, OK 73159 - 1-844-994-1929 Fax: 405-685-7985

Orange County 99’s Pilot of the Year Banquet
Wednesday June 13, 2018
Costa Mesa Country Club
1701 Golf Course Drive
Costa Mesa, Ca 92626
Registration Form
Please only use this form if you are unable to respond via Evite and pay on PayPal.

Due Wednesday June 5, 2018
First Name:__________________________ Last Name: ____________________________
Name of Spouse/Guest _________________________________ Number Attending ___________
Names of others attending with you: __________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
Banquet $45.00 X _________ = $ _________________
NON- MEMBER FRIENDS OF THE OC 99’s ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND
Dinner Menu to include:
Mesa Linda Salad
Choice of Entrees:
Broiled Salmon with Dill Butter Sauce
Medallions of Pork with Brandy Peppercorn Sauce, or
Pasta Primavera (Fettuccini tossed with Fresh Steamed Vegetables in Light Cream Sauce)
Side of Green Beans Almandine
Rolls and Butter
Chocolate Mousse Cake
Cash or Credit cards accepted at the Bar
(Coffee, tea and water are included with your meal)
PLEASE INDICATE YOUR ENTRÉE OF CHOICE FOR EACH ATTENDEE

Respond via your emailed Evite and pay by Credit Card (available on our website: http://oc99s.sws99s.org/). Look for
the “Add to Cart” button. You can use PayPal (if you have an account) or a credit card. You may also purchase multiple
banquet reservations with one transaction.
Or make check payable to OC 99’s and send registration form and check to: Irene Engard 931 Presidio Dr. Costa Mesa,
CA 92626-5609 or email your form to Becky Valdez at fxala@hotmail.com.

HappyJune & July Birthdays!
2 LindaAbram
2 JaniseLambert
9 Hilda Hill
12 Lena Wilson
20 Kimberly Yehling
20 CJ McMullin
21 HeatherBradley
8 Pam Hengsteler
10 Lianne Oaks
18 Andrea Averyt
25 Irene Engard
If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to Irene Engard — engards@aol.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.

OUR MISSION
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

Join us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

