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February 2018
Feb 3 — Two Seminars — One Day
9a-12p “The Possible Turn”
1p-4p
“Abnormal Flight Conditions
and Safe Flight”
Feb 7 — Business Meeting, ACI Jet - 6pm
Feb 14 — Valentine’s Night Treat
Hosted by ACI Jet
March 7 — Business meeting ACI Jet - 6pm
March 14 — General Meeting - Update on the
General Aviation Improvement Plan —
JWA Administration Bldg.
March 22-24 — WAI Conference
Reno-Sparks, NV
April 4 — Business Meeting ACI Jet
April 11 — White Elephant Auction
April 27-29 — SWS Spring Meeting
Bakersfield CA
May 2 — Business Meeting ACI Jet 6pm

Did you respond to your Evite? We want you to attend and
bring your friends.
ACI is furnishing the venue, the bubbly, wine, and water.
Becky is bringing the chocolate fountain. We need the rest of
us to bring light hors d’oeuvres to share.

May 9 — Group Photo—Location TBD

Friends of Ninety-Nines member, Christina Schick, will
provide our music for the evening.

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the
International organization of women pilots that
promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history
and sharing our passion for flight.

Parking is a consideration, even though complimentary valet
parking will be provided, car-pooling, Lyft or Uber is
recommended.
Contact Becky at 714–306-2329 or Fxala@hotmail.com
with questions or what you will bring to share.

Love is in the air ~
A Monkey is in my hair
When we think of February, we o en associate it with love and
Valen ne’s day. I am really looking forward to our Valen ne’s Treat on
Wednesday February 14 at ACI Jet. We will be celebra ng our love of
ﬂight with many like minded friends and acquaintances. We will have
the opportunity to make new acquaintances and turn them into friends.
One of our main goals for the evening (in addi on to having a good
me) is to expand our communi es’ knowledge of the Ninety-Nines,
who we are, what we do and our vision for women in avia on.
Not only have we extended our invita on to all the ﬂight schools on the ﬁeld, but I had the opportunity to
invite another sec on of our community: Newport Harbor Zonta’s. Amelia Earhart was an ac ve member of
the service organiza on, Zonta Interna onal.
Laura, our headquarter’s manager, forwarded a request for a 99s speaker from our local Zonta Interna onal.
Due to the wonders of technology, it arrived a er the date needed. I contacted the Zon an and discovered
that we have much in common and can develop a mutually beneﬁcial rela onship. Zonta Interna onal
celebrates Amelia Earhart Day each January 11. We will be on tap to speak next year. Here is Amelia
Earhart’s vision of economic independence from the Zonta website: h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqiVFvQVKg&feature=youtu.be
It is our love of ﬂight that encourages us to share this passion whenever we can. Microso is giving us
another opportunity to “share the love.” During “Interna onal Women’s Month” (March) Microso is
launching a series of free career based coding classes for young girls to expose them to various careers.
Avia on is one of those careers. Women who work in the ﬁeld of avia on are invited to speak to the girls for
a few minutes about their career, why they chose it, what’s amazing about it, and what prepara on girls
should take to head into that career. Nearby Microso stores that are par cipa ng are in Costa Mesa and
Mission Viejo. If you’re interested in sharing your knowledge and experiences, contact Marjy Legge at
directorlegge @ninety-nines.org with Microso Event in the subject line. The Deadline to respond is
February 10th.
Inside this issue you will ﬁnd many examples of how our love of ﬂight sustains us and allows us to con nue
to “share the love.” Both the Zon ans and the Ninety-Nines have a goal of empowering women. Amelia
Earhart recognized this and we have the honor of carrying on this tradi on.
Yours in service and love,

Irene
Your fearless leader (for 4 more months)

Private Pilot, Kris na Hamm
My story to become a private pilot is a long one. Much longer than I an cipated or hoped for
when I began my journey. I started my training two summers ago at KTOA, ini ally training with
two instructors that one of my fellow 99s recommended. I was able to
perform my solo ﬂight in less than six months under their guidance, and
move towards the next step of becoming a private pilot. A few months
a er this milestone, I began a new job in Anaheim. The commute to KTOA
was no longer feasible and I sought new instruc on. Through the advice of
fellow pilots, I started training again six months later with a new CFI at
KFUL.
The long wait however proved to be a larger hindrance than I an cipated. I
had to re-learn many skills and simple procedures, which took more me
than expected. I eventually soloed again in August 2017 and once again
started working on my pursuit of a private pilot license. Thankfully this me it went more
smoothly and I successfully completed my FAA wri en exam in September and my cross-country
and long cross-country in October and November of 2017. A er accomplishing these milestones, I
was so excited to ﬁnally be able schedule and complete my check ride, but had no idea how
complicated it would end up being.
I thought it would be easy to schedule my check ride once I had ﬁnished my long cross-country. I
quickly learned there are only a few DPEs in the area and they are heavily burdened at this
me. Finally, a er some help from friends and peers, I was scheduled
for late November. I spent most of the month studying and preparing
for the exam, only to have it rescheduled mul ple mes because of
weather and personal schedule conﬂicts. I was nervous about taking
my check ride at KCCB because of the airspace and did my best to
learn the area. However, a er mul ple rescheduled appointments, I
decided to pick another DPE. Luckily a long-standing DPE (and fellow
99) was able to ﬁt me into her schedule. Once again I became vic m
of the weather. Our check ride was rescheduled three mes before I was able to successfully pass
on January 26th, 2018.
I am so grateful to have achieved this ra ng and very mindful of the numerous challenges that
presented themselves during this journey. I could not have achieved this without the support of
the 99s and my friends and peers. The feeling of accomplishment and pride I possess now was
worth every moment of anguish, and is something I will always cherish.

WASP Play
~By Kiersten Ellis
On December 7, 2017, the Orange County 99s and Friend’s of the 99s took a field trip
over to Fullerton College. It was there that we were able to travel back in time, all the
way back to 1942 in Sweetwater, Texas. We sat on the side lines at Avenger Field as
we watched our WASP sisters arrive from all over the United States for their flight
program that would allow them to ferry flights over seas during World War II for the
United States Military. Boy, were they excited! This was unheard of for women during
that time. Women pilots? Nobody thought it was possible! To make matters worse,
when people saw that these women were capable of much more than just doing the
cooking and cleaning as housewives, they tried tirelessly to make the dream of flying
an absolute nightmare. The WASPs endured everything from harassment, to belittlement, to sabotage, deaths
and even the military ultimately cutting the program and sending the women back
home without the recognition they deserved.
As I sat on the sidelines watching what they went through together, I had moments
where I was inspired, angry, laughing and even crying. I think the emotions that
overtook me the most were a sense of pride and gratitude to the brave and courageous
women who blazed the trail for all of us after them. If it weren’t for them and others
like the 99s, I would not have the luxury of being able to fly as a woman pilot, either as
a civilian or in the military. I was in the midst of greatness, and I was especially aware
of that fact as I looked down the row at my fellow 99s all proudly wearing our pins that
read, “I’m a 99 WOMAN Pilot.” Thank you to all the WASPs and women pilots out
there who paved the way for all of the up and comers like me who came after you.
Your legacy lives on through the generations.
After the show, Christine and I hung around for a minute. We wanted to meet the
director to commend him on a job well done. Fullerton College really put some
time and effort into carefully casting the right people for various roles. The
historical facts were depicted truthfully. They even plugged none other than the
99s. After meeting the director, Michael Mueller, we learned that he took
multiple trips to local airports and museums to learn as much as possible about
the history of the WASPs. He even took his cast with him so that they, too, would
be able to learn their roles of the heroic women that they would be playing. I
heard that the Fullerton chapter of the 99s had a hand in the education process.
Thank you ladies! The play was truly beautiful. If it comes back next year, I highly recommend seeing it.
What happened next was a bit of a shock to me. I saw some of the cast members coming outside, so I wanted
to give them a “job well done” and let them know what their performance meant to me and all the 99s in the
audience. After learning that I was a pilot in training the actresses that played “Sunny” and “Ziggy” asked me
to take a picture with them because they were so honored that they had played to an audience that held several
female pilots. They were as touched by what the WASPs did for our country and female pilots everywhere. It
just goes to show that true legends never die.

Dec 20, 2017

An original ‘Rosie the Riveter,’ 98, gets first flight in plane she built

Crew members of the C-17 that soared from March Air Reserve Base on a training mission weren't born when Elinor Otto started making airplanes.
When Otto first stepped onto an assembly line in 1942, she and her fellow workers were breaking through a gender barrier to support the men leaving to fight World War II.
Over a 68-year career, she wound up building more than just the arsenal of democracy and hundreds more planes. She and her coworkers — the
original Rosie the Riveters — built the world of today's military and tomorrow's leaders, Gen. Carlton D. Everhart II said.
"She changed the world in two ways," Everhart said Monday, Dec. 18, at a ceremony to honor Otto and inspire the next generation's ‘Rosies.' "The
first is the aircraft she has built. The second is the people she has built."
Otto had a hand in building every Boeing C-17 Globemaster III, Everhart said. But she had never flown in one.
That changed Monday, when Otto spent four hours in the cockpit of a C-17 flown by Everhart, with an almost entirely female crew — something that
would have been unthinkable before she started her career.
Otto, now 98 and living in Long Beach, spoke before takeoff to more than 100 local residents, high school Jr. ROTC cadets and college ROTC cadets. She then flew with some of them up the California coast to San Francisco and back, refueling over the ocean.
"If I can inspire just one person in my life, it's such an honor I can't even express," Otto said. Otto particularly encouraged young people to pursue
high-tech careers.
Otto took the riveter job six months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, and other than a brief stint as an office worker, she kept with it long after most
people retired. That earned her the title of "the last Rosie the Riveter" by the time she retired in 2014 at the age of 95.
At first, she said, she needed the 65 cents an hour to take care of her young son. But why did she stay with it so long?
"It was hard work, but fun," she said, then winked. "I could learn what men are doing — and if they worked as hard as they said they did."
Otto's long career also raises the question of why she is just now getting her first flight in one of the 279 C-17s she riveted, Lt. Gen. Maryanne Miller
said.
"It just takes us a while," said Miller, the first female commander of Air Force Reserve Command. "But when we get it, we get it. We get who you are,
we get your history, we get what you did for this nation. The
bond you formed with other Rosies will forever be a part of our
American history."
Posing with flexed biceps like the iconic "We can do it!" poster
or just observing Otto from a distance, cadets said they appreciated the historic impact — and hoped to carry forward her
legacy.
"She's a true inspiration," said Phalen Rodriguez, a 14-year-old
student at Canyon Springs High School in Moreno Valley. "The
way she stepped up makes me think: If they can do it, we can,
too."

Several of our members met Elinor a couple of years ago for
lunch in Long Beach

Happy New Year 2018—Another Adventure for Fox and Squirrel!
~Becky Valdez~
On a beautiful wintery sunny Southern California VFR day, from John Wayne Airport, we were given clearance and released on a Mesa departure, heading 220 en-route to KAVX. We requested 4,500 feet, but were
restricted to 4,000 and that is right where we stayed until we approached Twin
Harbors and began announcing our position on Catalina’s CTAF.
From KSNA we could see the top of Catalina Island, but the lower half of the island
was covered in clouds. What a spectacular view we had having our lunch at cloud
level.
I understand completely why they call it the “Airport in the Sky”.
Melody and I listened to the weather, which had the winds varying from north and
south. Melody wanted to decide at the last minute if we would be landing on
runway 22 or runway 4. As we approached the field she noticed the windsock (the
most accurate real-time weather report available) showing her that we would be
landing on runway 22. She made an awesome landing!
Catalina’s Runway
Melody normally makes the trip back to John Wayne at 5,500 feet, heading directly
toward Huntington Beach Pier. However, for this flight, in order to minimize our time over open water in a
single engine airplane, we flew to Palos Verdes and then hugged the coastline towards Huntington Beach Pier
en-route home to SNA.

“Airport in the Sky”

Me & Mel en-route

Mel and “Brucie”

The Fox ate anyway!

A Gazillion Piece Puzzle Comes Together!

~ by Diane Myers

On Sept 4 we turned over our airplane to the maintenance shop at Palomar for “double engine transplants.”
Our engines had gone beyond TBO, were passing inspec on, but seals and hoses were star ng to give out. We had
ordered two Con nental factory remanufactured engines, which had arrived in late August. It was “early Christmas”
when we saw them: each was wrapped in plas c and shipped in a large blue wood box, which also contained boxes
of accessories: magnetos, spark plugs, harness, starter, fuel injec on, turbo charger.
It is interes ng to ﬁnd out which parts are NOT
included: alternator, wastegate, pressure relief
valve, exhaust system . . . these items must be
ordered separately.

Beau ful new engines!

New exhaust system parts

Aircra engines do not arrive ready to install – they need LOTS of parts connected.
Old engines were removed and put on pallets next to the shiny new gold-colored
engines. A heavy wood bench was moved under the tail, because without the approximately 500# weight of each engine, the airplane would have fallen on its tail.
We visited weekly for “show and tell” and progress reports.
In addi on to everything directly involved with the engine, the engine beams had to be inspected for structural
integrity, by eddy current tes ng
which can detect any surface and
sub-surface ﬂaws in the metal –
none found. The beams were then
cleaned and painted with an corrosion paint.
Eddy current inspec on

The props were shipped oﬀ to Redding, CA for overhaul. There are a lot of individual components that make up the
hub of a constant-speed propeller and they have very close tolerances. Each
manufacturer has an established list of parts that must be replaced at each
overhaul that includes seals and o-rings, moun ng studs and nuts, blade ball
and needle bearings and all hardware. The shop performed eddy current
inspec on of the blades, and inspec on of usable components. Our props
Overhauled props returned to CRQ
were refurbished, reassembled, and balanced.
Meanwhile, the mechanics at Palomar were busy: one was installing new baﬄing around each
engine, necessary for proper cooling, which is accomplished by placing a cowling around the
engine and using a system of rigid baﬄes and ﬂexible baﬄe seals to produce the volume and
pa ern of cooling airﬂow necessary to achieve even cooling with minimum drag. These baﬄes
are diﬃcult to see unless you know exactly where to look for them, but they are absolutely
cri cal for proper cooling.
Jesse a aching
baﬄes to brackets

These ﬂexible strips (usually high-temp silicone rubber) are used to seal up the gaps
between the sheet metal baﬄes and the cowling. These gaps are necessary because
the baﬄes move around inside the cowling as the engine rocks on its shock mounts.
The ﬂexible baﬄe material is riveted to metal brackets; these were custom cra ed
by another highly skilled mechanic.
Dave, the lead mechanic, was busy installing new control cables for the each engine:
thro le, prop, mixture, cowl ﬂap, and alternate air. Each cable had to be fed
through a small hole in the engine cowling, through the part of the wing between the engine and the fuselage, under
the ﬂoor of the of the cockpit, and up to the thro le quadrant. The longest cable, the le prop cable, was 17 feet long!

Cables being threaded through the
wing between engine & fuselage

Several parts were installed on the engine beams: turbocharger and associated components, some hoses, engine
control cables, intercooler, thro le body, part of the exhaust system, cowl ﬂap control cables,
sonic venturi for the pressuriza on system. Piston-powered aircra use air supplied from each
engine turbocharger through a sonic venturi (ﬂow limiter).
Air is released from the fuselage by
a device called an ou low valve.
By regula ng the air exit, the
ou low valve, and ou low safety
relief valve, allows for a constant
inﬂow of air to the pressurized
Safety & ou low valves
area.

Alternator couples to the engine by gears, not by
a belt as in many other light aircra engines

Right engine is raised up by a forkli for ease of working on lower parts.

Progress: Oct 12—right engine is on the wing!

Turbocharger not yet connected to engine,
Numerous cables & hoses need to be connected

Oct 26: Both props are a ached to their engines.
Lead mechanic Dave explains next steps to Ralph.

Oct 19—le engine is on its wing

S ll lots to do—adjust engine control cables, reinstall seats

Nov 1—Chief mechanic Mike inspects connec ons.

Nov 14—ﬁrst test ﬂight—
Ralph & I were in front
seats, mechanics Dave &
Jesse rode along to observe.
All indica ons good!

We ﬂew several more short ﬂights, returned to the maintenance hangar each
me for mechanics to open engine cowlings and check for leaks.
Big test on Nov 18: —CRQ—GBN—CRQ, 3hours. All systems good!
Nov 10—ﬁrst engine runup
by mechanics

Yay, we have our airplane back!
Thanksgiving ﬂight to Lubbock Texas, Nov 21, return to CRQ on Nov 25.
Dec 2— ﬂight to SNS, scenic ﬂight back along the coast
Dec 30—ﬂight to SNS for New Year’s in Monterey
Jan 1—ﬂight around Farallon Islands
Jan 2—back to CRQ

All the puzzle pieces are back together!

~ Honors Becky Valdez
I have discovered another way to chat with pilots while suppor ng my passion for the
military by volunteering my me at the Bob Hope USO at SNA.
This center was opened on Nov. 10th 2014 (The Marine Corp Birthday). I am honored
to be a charter member of the Bob Hope Center at John Wayne Airport.
As a former employee at SNA, it broke my heart to see our traveling military sleeping
on benches overnight without access to even a cup of coﬀee. As a private airport,
there were poli cs involved but the USO is now available for all ac ve duty and re red
military.
The USO is also a save haven for families who are mee ng with their fallen warriors.
We have the opportunity to oﬀer them a comfortable se/ng as well as refreshments.
What a bonus it is for me when I have a chance to meet other pilots, (especially
females) who have served their country and need a safe haven to relax before or a1er
their ﬂights.
I must admit that it isn't always easy ge/ng up at 4 A.M. for my Monday morning shi1,
but once I step into the center, I know that I am where I belong.
At a recent apprecia on luncheon for our center, we were gi1ed several items and
presented cer ﬁcates from our director Maureen Aherns and Senator Patricia Bates.
For more informa on: The Bob Hope USO Orange County

Education Matters: 98-year-old learns to fly

By Melinda Bolton |
Posted: Wed 7:17 PM, Nov 01, 2017

MONTROSE, Colo. They say it’s never too late to learn something new. The senior citizens who participate
in the PACE program on the Western Slope are prime examples of how true that is. Last Spring we met a
man who’s finding his voice through painting after losing it to a stroke.
This Summer KJCT News 8 cameras had the opportunity to take off with a flying student who is nontraditional, to say the least. 98-year-old Mabel Livingston has always wanted to learn to fly. She says
she can’t remember a time when she didn’t love planes, and her interest was only fed by her brother’s
passion for flying. He was a pilot in the Air Force.
The trouble was Mabel didn’t have the money for flying lessons when she was a girl, or when she grew up to
be a wife and mother. But this year, for her birthday, with several generations watching, Mabel is getting a
flying lesson.
Mike Plante owns a 6 seat, twin engine plane with a pressurized cabin. Which means Mabel can bring her
oxygen along for the ride. Plante is a volunteer pilot with Angel Flight, the non-profit that’s known across the
country for helping fly sick people to critical doctor’s appointments, relocating survivors of domestic violence,
and more unusual flights, like Mabel’s.
Plante says he’s honored to share his plane with all of these people, but today is a new adventure for him;
he’s going to let a total rookie take control of his plane.
Mabel’s ready though; she’s read pilot manuals cover to cover. And as Plante goes through his pre flight
check list every word and gauge is familiar to her. Before we know it, just as her brother always said she
would, we’re taking off, and Mabel is taking over.
We take a ‘round robin’ flight path, heading over Ouray towards Pagosa Springs, Durango and Telluride. For
a plane this small, cruising altitude seems like it’s barely above the peaks of some of Colorado’s most famous
fourteeners. Plante tells Mabel she can take over on the controls. Without hesitation, this seemingly frail
woman grabs the yolk with confidence and pulls back. And everyone’s stomachs almost fall out our bottoms.
For the next forty-five minutes she skims across the tops of the Juans asking Plante to identify this lake or
that road. PACE’s Director of Recreational Therapy is along for the ride, pointing out Red Mountain Pass,
Mount Sneffels, and other places most people won’t even see from the ground.
Aside from her few questions, I squeeze a few in too. Mostly she answers ‘yes’ or ‘no’. Mabel says flying the
plane is like riding along on a nice, soft cushion.
Before we know it we’re back on the ground with Plante piloting our landing as Mabel’s family waves from the
tarmac. It’s Mabel’s birthday, but she gifted us with a golden lesson, never give up on your dreams.

Melinda Bolton is the Evening Anchor of KJCT News 8 at 5:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.

Oh, Taxi!
Have you ever found yourself needing to taxi around at an unfamiliar airport – or even one you thought you knew - and
found that you had no clue as to where to go next? Aha! I knew it! Me, too!
Been there, done that, got the t-shirt! It’s SO easy to get confused, and with all
the FAA emphasis on runway incursions in the last several years, I certainly
don’t want to get myself onto a runway by mistake. Not only that, some mes
the airport I’ve just landed at is so complicated that even if I had the map in
front of me (not a bad idea, that), I’d s ll be lost! Long Beach (see photo) is a
great example of this. They’ve got so many runways and taxiways going in so
many diﬀerent direc ons that it’s just plane scary (pun intended! J). Even my
own home airport, Chino, has a complicated taxi structure - especially because
of the diagonal runway 3-21.
Well, that said, don’t feel bad or dumb or that you are the only one who ever got confused by taxiways and how to get
around an airport. Even the old pros will tell you that a er years and years of avia ng, this is a universal problem. Cheer
up! There are some easy ways around this.
One thing you can always do is to an cipate the confusion and take a few minutes to study the airport diagram of your
des na on while you are doing your ﬂight planning and again (if you have me) some me before you
land and are aware of what runway you will be landing on. You can ﬁnd such diagrams in heaps of
places, such as the “10-9” pages of Jeppesen charts, in the AOPA Airport Directory, FAA’s Airport
Facili es Directory, and on your iPad, should you have one in your cockpit (some of us just can’t give up
paper charts). AirNav.com is also a useful source. Then if you can, before you land (if the frequency isn’t
too congested, of course), ask the tower controller which way to turn oﬀ the runway to get you to your
des na on. E.g. “Tower, le or right turnoﬀ for Acme FBO?”
Again, when planning to depart this unfamiliar airport, locate the “you are here” place and orient yourself rela ve to the
runway you think you’ll be using for takeoﬀ. When the ground controller gives you direc ons (e.g.,
via taxiway delta to taxiway bravo, etc.) you’ll be way ahead of the game. Keep the airport diagram
handy so you can check it as you taxi along.
And, whether arriving or depar ng, never be afraid to tell the controller you are “unfamiliar” and that you would like to
request “progressive taxi instruc ons”. The airlines and the corporate guys do this all the me (believe it or not!). Just ask!
Ground controllers are willing to help you ﬁnd your way around and it’s so much be er than blundering around (was ng
me and fuel) and running the risk of accidental runway incursion. And, don’t let the controller in midate you with
instruc ons that are “ﬁre hosed” at you (they repeat them o en). If you don’t understand them, ask for clariﬁca on or a
slow
repeat.
The last thing I want to encourage you to do at any me you’re taxiing, is DON’T RUSH! Our li le
tricycle gear airplanes can be pre y awkward and ungainly on the ground. It’s really quite sensible –
even more so in gusty condi ons – to keep your taxi speed at most the pace of a fast walk (unless
crossing a runway) while keeping your head on a swivel. Even if you are very familiar with your
airport, you never know what might be around a corner. This is especially important in the hangar
areas or parts of the airport where there might be cars or people. To note a personal example, a while
back I was taxiing away from my hangar and a truck zoomed out from behind the next hangar row,
right in front of me. The driver wasn’t looking for traﬃc at all and he couldn’t hear me around the
corner with his windows up. Fortunately, I was looking around and I wasn’t going fast, so I was able to stop. I shudder to
think what might have happened to my beau ful Cardinal if I’d been going as fast as that truck!
Have a safe ﬂight!
Claudia Ferguson, Avia on Safety Counselor
San Fernando Valley 99s
© CK Ferguson 2018

Happy February Birthdays!

12 MariKay Lindstrom
17 Letty Bassler
26 Kelley Gorman
27 Laura Nelson

Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!
Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many
to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is.

OUR MISSION
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

Join us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OCninetynines@gmail.com
Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com

To a Very Accomplished Woman: All Ninety-Nines

