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Calendar of Events 

Nov 1  Business Meeting, ACI, 6pm  Come join us 
or participate via teleconference 

 
Nov 8  General Meeting — Kiersten Ellis’ home 

                                    Celebrate our members! 

 
Nov 11  Fly-in to Big Bear—noon lunch at Marikay 

Lindstrom’s home in the woods         
Coordinate with Colleen:  714-757-2051 

 
Nov 9-12  Havasu 600 Air Race               

Mesquite NV, Borrego CA, Havasu AZ 
 
Nov 23 Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Dec 6   Business Meeting, ACI, 6pm 
 
Dec 7 or 8    W.A.S.P. Play — Fullerton College 

Theater Arts.    Coordinate with Irene: 
engards@aol.com or 714-658-2624.  This is s 
story of 7 women who trained with the WASP 
in Sweetwater, TX 1944. They overcame 
personal and professional conflict as well as 
battled military and societal prejudice that 
believed women did not belong in a man’s 
world.  

     
Dec 10  Sunday 1pm  Holiday Luncheon  

Mozambique Restaurant, 1740 South Coast 

Hwy, Laguna Beach SAVE THE DATE    
 
Jan 27   SWS Winter Workshop  Glendale, AZ 

 

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the  
International organization of women pilots that promotes 
advancement of aviation through education, 
scholarships, and mutual support while honoring our 
unique history and sharing our passion for flight. 

       November  2017 

 

  

New Members Night! — 
ALL Members Night!  
 

This is one of our favorite meetings.  
 

This night will star... you!  Each and every one of you!  
 

What a fun night this will be! We have so many new members 
to learn about. They have a wide variety of backgrounds, each 
with their own unique stories to tell.  
 

 

We'll also learn about our ongoing members. 
Every year, we learn just a little bit more about 
each of our pilots. In fact, you may be quite 
surprised what you'll learn. This night always 
brings us a little closer together. This is a 
great time to ask aviation career questions, 
find a mentor, or become a mentor. 

  
When:         Wednesday, November 8th  
                    6:30 pm Hangar Flying  
                    Member sharing begins about 7 pm  
  

 

Where:        Home of  Kiersten Ellis  
                    Watch your e-mail for directions.               
        (Same location as our Mad Hatter Tea Party) 

 

 

 
          

Snacks — please feel free to 
bring your favorite snack.  Let 
Irene know at engards@aol.com 
or 714-658-2624. 

mailto:OCninetynines@gmail.com	
http://oc99s.sws99s.org          
facebook.com/OC99s
mailto:engards@aol.com
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Gone are the days we can sit idly by and trust that “others” will take care of the 

our freedoms to fly as a general aviation aviator.  Our speaker for October, Chris 

Kunze really opened my eyes in two areas.  First, I had no idea how much time 

and effort airports invest in litigation.  Chris shared his experiences from 27 years as Long Beach Airport Manager and the 

earlier years in opening Camarillo Airport.  The second “Ah ha” was that we need to stay involved with our airport community 

in order to protect what we currently enjoy.  Along that line, I have asked Jeff Rountree for his Facilities staff presentation on 

the General Aviation Improvement Plan.  I am hopeful we can arrange this in the early part of 2018. 

Here is a little Airport Primer:  John Wayne Airport is owned and operated by the County of Orange. The five-member Orange 

County Board of Supervisors oversees the management of County government and its many special districts. The five 

Supervisors are elected by districts to four-year terms by the citizens of Orange County. The Board creates policy for the 

management of the Airport. The Board also appoints a five-member advisory commission called the Orange County Airport 

Commission that makes recommendations to the Board for development, maintenance and operation of John Wayne Airport. 

Commission members have terms that are concurrent with the term of the County Supervisor that made the appointment. 

Our supervisors: Chairwoman, Michelle Steel (2nd District - portions of Buena Park, Costa Mesa, Cypress, portions of Fountain 

Valley, Huntington Beach, La Palma, Los Alamitos, Newport Beach, Seal Beach, Stanton) 

Vice Chair, Andrew Do  (1st District - portions of Fountain Valley, Garden Grove, Santa Ana, Westminster) 

Todd Spitzer (3rd District - portions of Anaheim, portions of Irvine, Orange, Tustin, Villa Park, Yorba Linda) 

Shawn Nelson (4th District - portions of Anaheim, Brea, portions of Buena Park, Fullerton, La Habra, Placentia) 

Lisa A Bartlett (5th District - Aliso Viejo, Dana Point, portions of Irvine, Laguna Beach, Laguna Hills, Laguna Niguel, Laguna 

Woods, Lake Forest, Mission Viejo, Rancho Santa Margarita, San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano) 

Our Commission Members: David Bailey, Chair, 4th District; John L. Wong, Vice Chair, 1st District; Lee M. Lowrey, 2nd District;  

Bruce B. Junor, 3rd District;  John Clarey, 5th District.  The Commission meets at 5:00 p.m., 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the 

month.  Meeting Location: John Wayne Airport  - Administration Building, 3160 Airway Ave. 

If you have the opportunity to meet any of these representatives, please do.  Better yet, create a relationship by taking them 

flying to help them understand our love of flight.  Chris also recommended that we, as members, seek appointment to the 

Airport Commission.   

Eleanor Todd was an active member of the Newport Beach Aviation Committee.  Check out the blog from a current member to 

get an idea of what is going outside of our little aviation world.  http://www.jeffherdman.com/single-post/2017/10/16/Aviation

-Update 

OCNinetyNines@gmail.com will receive Agenda and Meeting notices for OC Supervisors.  Advice from Jeff Rountree:  “I would 

go to our website, see the link, and sign up to receive our press releases.  http://www.ocair.com/newsroom/subscribe   You can 

also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.” 

Let’s stay aware and spread the love of aviation.  It is infectious. 

 

It’s Time to 
Mind the Store 

 

Irene 
Your Fearless Leader 

(7 more months) 

http://www.jeffherdman.com/single-post/2017/10/16/Aviation-Update
http://www.jeffherdman.com/single-post/2017/10/16/Aviation-Update
http://www.ocair.com/newsroom/subscribe


IFR Refresher 

By Pat Pren
ss                 Sat, Oct 21 
 

We did it again! This class has always been very popular and what makes it so popular is our presenter, Michael Church 

of Sunrise Avia
on.  Michael is a wealth of informa
on. All the a'endees appreciate the knowledge he imparts with and 

shares. 

 

We had 54 a'endees and the class was more than sold out.  And yet, through the pa
ence of those who registered late, 

we made it happen.  We gathered extra tables from areas of the Administra
on Building and posi
oned all the tables in 

a classroom style where everyone would have a good view of Michael, the screen, and were able to move about freely.  

Aside from pulling my hair out, magic took over. 

 

So, an immense thank you to Michael Church for a long and educa
onal day, to Bristol Farms for a delicious lunch, to 

Kris
na Hamm for doing seminar check-ins, to Diane Myers for guiding the a'endees to coffee and pastries and who  

laid down the law about no food in the Commission Room, to Joe Finnell of SoCal Pilots who helped organize the room 

the day before and who (as always) arrived early to set up the sound system, to Jeff Rountree, JWA Airside Opera
ons 

Manager, who always makes sure we have the venue, and to Nate Morrissey, FAA Opera
ons Inspector, who came to  

witness our level of safety seminars, he was impressed.  And finally, a big thanks to Leading Edge Avionics for their  

generous dona
on of an ICOM handheld radio.  Winner John Winovich was thrilled and spent 
me at Leading Edge  

Avionics a few days later gathering his handheld and enjoying a private tour of their facility.  We are very fortunate to 

have the support of the many businesses at John Wayne Airport. 

 

There were so many wonderful comments during the class and so many subsequent emails saying how awesome the 

class was. Of course it was, it’s Orange County Chapter!! 

Michael Church 

Nate Morrissey, FAA 

Pat congratulates John, winner 

of the ICOM handheld radio 



Alan Engard, Carol Eastman, Chris�ne Schick, Colleen Handrahan, 

Diane Ti�erington-Machado, Irene Engard, Karen Vaughn, 

Kiersten Ellis, Kim Tran, Kris�na Hamm, Lena Wilson,  

Linda Abrams, Marlene Garraffa, Morgan Thorpe, Moxie Black,  

Pat Pren�ss, Pa�y Murray, Shirley McFall 



Visitors to our booth (plus some 99s) had fun envisioning themselves as a female corporate pilot! 



Long SOLO Cross Country:   KFUL—KPSP—KBLH—KFUL                                                  
 

On Friday October 27, I was finally able to do my long cross-country. The 

weather and local area fires had delayed me for weeks. I was so excited 

when it finally cleared and was a li!le cooler.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I le" KFUL around 8 am and made my first stop at KPSP. Luckily the 

Banning pass was clear and calm. I had a great landing and then 

con+nued on to KBLH. My flight was a li!le rougher, probably from the thermals, but successful none the less. I 

stopped and got fuel and had a snack and was on my way back to KFUL. This was my longest solo flight yet at 3.8 hours 

and so much fun!  I was nervous the night before but everything went flawlessly.  

 

The best part was sharing it with 

my fellow 99s when I got back. 

Thanks again ladies for all of 

your support.   

 
 
              ~ Kris+na Hamm 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Thank you Kris+na Hamm for not only securing complimentary demo rides from our local flight 

schools, but also insuring that all the cer+ficates were awarded and the schools no+fied.   

Thanks, too for pos+ng each winner on our Facebook page. 

Chelsea Pap-McLain — 5gAvia+on Sophia Okonsky — Orange County Flight Center 

Danielle Garcia — FunOutside Avia+on Deanna Hodges — Sunrise Avia+on 

Jason Sturm — AFI Flight Training Jessica Becerra  — AFI Flight Training 

   

Diane Ti!erington-Machado asked one of our Essay Contest winners to share her thoughts a"er taking her winning flight. 

Response from A.G. — “My flight experience is something unforge!able because not only was it my first +me on an aircra" but I 

actually got the experience to be behind the wheel flying it!  The view is something I'll never forget, flying by the beach and ci+es 

and watching the part of the world in a different perspec+ve was spectacular.  All the different places I could get to with an aircra" 

is just unbelievable.  The bu!ons are kind of confusing but I'm looking forward to studying them as well as learning to fly and I will 

for sure be going back to take classes soon.  The flight lesson is one of my most favorite experiences I've ever had and I'm looking 

forward to relive it again.” 

Jessica a!ended our mee+ng 

and received her cer+ficate. 



 

FIRST SOLO!   FIRST SOLO!   FIRST SOLO!   FIRST SOLO!       
 

Several months ago, I thought solo fight was far from me and almost never  
considered a safety issue when I had flights with my instructor.  From the  
beginner to soloed pilot, I believe it is a procedure to feel in more and more 
control of the aircraft.  On my solo flight, it was a comfortable procedure since I 
had the controlled feeling. 
 

Beginning on February, 2015 (incredible), intermittent flight training and long 
driving before every flight seems to make everything hard for me.  However, a 
good gain takes long pain.  Hardness let me become more sensible and  
comfortable with flight.   
 

After my solo flight, many sweet congratulating messages from my fellow 99s 
made me feel warm.  I got a lot of encouragement from the 99s and I am looking 
forward to getting my Private Pilot License and Instrument Rating. 
  
Most important, thanks to my patient instructor-Pam         ~Mingming Xiao 

(Spell-check decided to change the spelling of Pam’s last name from “Hengsteler”!) 



“Aircraft Maintenance and You: The importance of proper aircraft record keeping, entries, and content” 
9/27 FAA seminar hosted by American Aircraft Maintenance, SNA   
 
Lina Shi, owner of American Aircraft Maintenance, sent this message after the seminar: 
 
The seminar was great, FAA wants to do more, and I told them we will always support local communities, bring 
everyone together. 
 
I'm trying to balance my training and running two companies together at the same time, it's a little hard, but we 
are pilots, we trained for multitasking right?:) so everything goes well, thx for asking. 
 
I attached photos of that night, almost no empty seats. 
 



AVIATION ALL DAY!   
~ Kristina Hamm 

On Saturday, October 15, I was privileged to experience multiple mediums of aviation.  My mom was in 
town from Portland, OR and what better to do than take her to a fly-in at an air museum!  Having never been 
to the Lyons Air Museum at SNA, I was in for quite a treat.  The small but well furnished museum hosts an 
array of priceless aircraft, sports cars, motorcycles and military memorabilia.  Many of these can be touched, 
sat on or entered for an even more interactive experience.  We had quite a blast sitting in airplanes and 
pretending to ride motorcycles formerly owned by legendary actor Steve McQueen. 

The Lyons Air Museum was also hosting a fly-in that day called, History on the Flight Line.  Aircraft that 
flew-in and were on display for the event included two 170’s, a C-180, Porterfield, Champ, Chipmunk, 
Starduster, Comanche, Cub, Stearman, T-28, and two T-6’s.  It was fun getting to see all of the unique aircraft 
and learn about their history from their owners and other aviation enthusiasts.  It was also a treat to see fellow 
OC 99 Pat Prentiss and Trish Magdaleno.  Pat and Richard had their Chipmunk on display.  Who knew that 
the Chipmunk prop turns counterclockwise?  Apparently, it is not just the cars that are backwards in England! 

After leaving the museum, we decided to do some flying.  My mom took her very first tail dragger flight in a 
Super Decathlon.  She said she liked it much better than her last flight in a C-182 as it was smoother and 
more agile.  It was a beautiful day for a quick flight down the Newport Coast and back to SNA.  Overall, it 
was a perfect day with a great blend of aviation and fun! 

Kristina and her mom enjoy a day at Lyon Air Museum! 
Kristina’s mom takes flight in a Super Decathlon. 

Beautiful day for a flight along the Newport Coast! Riding in style! 



September Trip Back to Rio Vista to Visit Stepdad, John  
~ Melody Liddell  
 

In late September, I made my quarterly trip to Rio Vista to visit the Stepdad.  As usual, I planned to take the Hollywood 
Park Route, 8,500’, after entering abeam the Queen Mary, heading 322 degrees to Van Nuys VOR, then 326 to 
Gorman.  That was the plan. 

I performed a very thorough pre-flight, grabbed my plane’s cowl plugs, propeller covers, pitot cover, and the big, beige 
plane cover and jammed it hastily and messily into the back of my plane.  I had places to go; who has time to fold a 
cover nicely?  Well, next time, I will definitely be folding it nicely before putting it into the 
plane.  After my run-up, and clearance for take-off, as I gained airspeed and rotated, the most 
unnerving, alarming LOUD noise started.  This is all I can describe as:  CLACKETY, 
CLACKETY, CLACKETY, CLACKETY, CLACK!   Non-stop.  In a nanosecond, attempting 
to find the cause of this horrific noise, I scanned my panel, checked my instruments, checked 
the gauges: They were all within normal range.  I then moved to the outside of my plane: out 
in front, Yep, still had a propeller; looked at both wings, Yep, still attached; looked back at the 
tail, Yep still attached.  Was it the passenger seatbelt?  Nope, it was fastened and inside the 
plane.  What ON EARTH could it be? I had checked all usual suspects inside the plane and 
out.  No answer.  The plane gave no indication of anything awry, except the noise.  Then I 
was convinced I was not in danger and that I’d done something stupid.  I just didn’t know 
what yet.  As I continued to climb towards Gorman, the noise, which had been my constant 
companion since take off, suddenly and abruptly stopped.  I was thrilled, YAY I won’t have to 
listen to that noise for the remainder of the flight! 

I was so happy to have a quiet, peaceful flight through the Central Valley.  Although, I 
spent the whole flight wondering what could possibly have caused that noise.  I came up 
with nothing.  As I approached Funny Farm, I texted Stepdad John that I was close so he 
could watch me land (his favorite!).  I spotted John as I was taxiing to my parking spot.  
As he was approaching me, he was laughing hysterically.  As I opened my door, and 
climbed out, he said, “What is that big long black strap hanging out of your door?  It must 
be 5 feet long!” Of course, I immediately knew what I had done, and the cause of the noise 
and why it had stopped.  Obviously, a strap from my cover was hanging out of my door.  
And, at about Van Nuys, the plastic broke off so it was just the material hitting the 
fuselage, which made no noise.  It all made sense now.  Embarrassed and immensely relieved, I asked him to help me 
put the cover on, as best we could, went to straight to the coffee house, and I told John the story of my take-off. 

On this visit, we took BART into San Francisco.  It was a relief not worrying about driving into the city and having to 
find parking.  We caught a Lyft into Little Italy for lunch, walked around the Embarcadero, and then back on BART to 
Rio Vista.   

I only stayed four days this trip because I was anxious to get home to my dog.  I would like to say the flight home was 
uneventful, and it was through the Central Valley, but as I left the Valley, and began my flight into the Gorman 
mountain area, I got into the worst turbulence I’ve experienced.  EVER.  I listened to other PIREP’s on frequency and 
apparently I was not alone.  That severe turbulence lasted 14 minutes, and not until I exited north of Burbank airspace 
and got away from those mountains, did the turbulence subside.  At that point, I was consumed with relief and also very 
thankful I was solo because had anyone been with me, I’m sure they would have lost it. 

Ahhhh, the adventures of being a pilot… And, I wouldn’t change a thing. 



Tribute to Eleanor Todd 

I feel honored today to share a few of my Eleanor memories with you. I met Eleanor in 1979 when I began 

flying lessons. We had a bit in common because we both knew my flight instructor. Our friendship began 

centered around me learning to fly and of course, the 99s.  I remember how we would sit at the picnic 

tables at the North End, compare our flights, poke fun at my instructor and we pre"y much determined 

that we knew everything and would just do things our way. Of course, it didn’t go that way but it sure 

made us feel be"er talking like it did. Eleanor was always so suppor&ve of others, especially with their 

flight endeavors. One par&cular Saturday, I ventured out to do my long solo cross-country.  Feeling a bit 

nervous about the excursion I called Eleanor from Santa Barbara while stopping for fuel. Here is how the 

conversa&on went: 

Eleanor:  “hellllooo” 

Me: “Eleanor, hi, it’s me” 

Eleanor: “Where are you?” 

Me:  “In Santa Barbara ge�ng fuel” 

Eleanor: “Good, keep going” – Click and then a dial tone. 

I frequently reflect on those earlier days and that very quick phone conversa&on.  Eleanor had become 

such a mentor and I thought if Eleanor thought it was okay, well then, I did too. 

Eleanor wasn’t the giddy type; she le6 that up to the rest of us. Instead, Eleanor would always reason 

things out.  She carried such an air of sophis&ca&on, in the way she talked, in the way she dressed, in the 

way she presented herself, even in the way she laughed.  And under all that sophis&ca&on, there was this 

beau&ful no-nonsense lady who portrayed no gray in her life. With Eleanor, it was clearly all black or all 

white.  And if it wasn’t, she had this way of raising that one eye-brow that more or less said, “what are you 

talking about?” 

So it came as no surprise that Eleanor was one of the original tour guides at John Wayne Airport from the 

program’s incep&on in 1990.  She was also appointed to the Newport Beach Avia&on Advisory Commi"ee 

on March 11, 2003.  Eleanor loved her involvement in these arenas because she truly cared about children, 

she truly cared about avia&on, she truly cared about John Wayne Airport and she truly cared about its 

future.  

Long-las&ng and enduring friendships are so important and Eleanor had that type of friendship with 

Barbara Ward and Bev Allen. The three took on the iden&ty – the three musketeers.  Where you found 

one, you would find the others.  We always knew when they had been off on a trip because upon their 

return you would see the new sweater, the new blouse, the new purse and the new costume jewelry, 

mostly all of an avia&on type. 

Eleanor will be missed by all of us.  We’ll always remember her as a very accomplished, talented and lovely 

lady, a lady who will always have a special place in our hearts and who will con&nue to soar in avia&on. 

In closing, I’d like to express what a beau&ful long-term friendship Eleanor had with Barbara Ward and 

Beverley Allen. It is no surprise they took on the iden&ty – the three musketeers.  Eleanor will be missed, 

she was many moments of stability for us and we will always keep Eleanor close to heart.  

Thank you for allowing me to share. 

~ Pat Pren&ss 



Tribute to Eleanor Todd Cont. 

Bev Allen, Barbara Ward, and Eleanor 

AKA: The Three Musketeers. 

Eleanor doing what she loved best...working with 

young, future women pilots. 

Eleanor and a few of her fellow OC 99s. 

Eleanor and her husband, Bob. 

Mary VanVelzer and Eleanor 

Some of the most influential women from our OC 99s.  

From left to right: Barbara Ward, Eleanor, Marikay 

Lindstrom, and Thon Griffith 



~Notes about Eleanor Todd~ 

 

Barbara Ward:  Eleanor and I met at a 99 meeting over 30 years ago.  She is a detail person and record 
keeper.  She asked to fly with me to an OC99 event.  It was a perfect fit.  She flew the Comanche from the 
right seat and was comfortable being there… thus I could have the left 
seat.  I worked the radio and she did the navigation.  When Bev flew with 
us, Bev would fly from the right seat… but did not do the landing. 

Eleanor always made the reservations for us on our trips and I would drive 
the car if we rented one. 

We also took many trips with the USC Travel service to Europe and both 
took the 99 trip to Russia. 

On a 99 Convention trip X-Country, Eleanor was flying on the final        
approach to Springfield, Mo.  We were going to spend the night in     
Springfield and continue Eastward the next day.  It was 6pm, clear, warm, in July, and we were cleared to 
land.  Then the tower called us and said "Goodbye" as the tower was closing.  Eleanor asked if we were still 
"cleared to land" and the tower said "yes", but they were leaving the tower.  Eleanor looked at me and said 
"Great Southern hospitality."  We had a good laugh over it. 

When I told the story about the battery giving out by Fresno and Eleanor gave me the "How to" book on how 
to lower the gear on the Comanche (which I had never done), Eleanor was cool and calm.  She was not 
worried at all.  (Of course I was worried since I knew that manually lowering the gear almost meant that a 
shop had to do some work in order for the gear to go back to electrical function… providing that I could lower 
the gear manually.  But 9069P bailed us out and the battery came back to life.  And, of course I DID lower the 
gear.  I guess it pays off when you give a kiss to the nose of your plane once in awhile.  Eleanor never took 
pictures of herself.  No pictures of the plane (8318C) at all.   

 

Neil, Ryan, and Bruce Todd:  Neil, Ryan and I were speechless when the 
chapter so graciously chose to name the scholarship after my mom. I am 
sure she is so proud about this and is smiling down on all of you!  It 
particularly was so nice to finally meet you as well as all of the other  
members who attended. We were very honored by the  tremendous turn 
out. You have a fantastic chapter!  My best to you and I wish all of your 
members many enjoyable years of soaring through the skies.  Thanks 
again!!!  Bruce 

 

Jeff S. Rountree, Manager, Airside Operations, SNA:  Ladies,  We at the 
Airport received word today that Eleanor passed away last Friday.  I personally 
will miss my hallway conversations with her and the wonderful job she did with 
our Airport Tours.  I believe she was one of the original tour guides!  Anyway, I 
share in your missing her and would like to share with our Public Affairs staff any 
service that her family may be holding in case some would like to pay their 
respects. 

 

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum:   

Eleanor Lucille Todd 

Wall of Honor Location:  Foil: 26 Panel: 3 Column: 1 Line: 26 

Wall of Honor Level:  Air and Space Sponsor 

https://airandspace.si.edu/support/wall-of-honor/eleanor-lucille-todd 

https://airandspace.si.edu/support/wall-of-honor/eleanor-lucille-todd


�  Kiersten Ellis flying 

 “Colonel Mustard” 

 Welcome to our newest OC 99s 

 member, Caryl Collins. 

�  Maddy Mearsch writes 

“Passed my commercial mul! 

ride!  Officially done with flight 

training at Embry-Riddle.” 



BEECH PARTY!!!!!!      By Celia Vanderpool 

 
Down a twisty, two-lane country road about an hour’s drive southeast of Nashville TN, is an unordinary 

sight even for a rural airport runway. The expected pilot challenges of trees, split rail fences, a log cabin, 

and nostalgic looking hangars give way to an enormous grass runway extension. There was more than 

ample grass parking; enough for several of every type aircra$ Beechcra$ ever produced. And they were 

there; rows of Staggerwings, Beech 18s, V-tail Bonanzas, Bonanzas, Barons, King Airs and a Starship.  

Upon arrival at KBNA (billed by the locals as Beverages, Nashville and Art), I was greeted by a Johnny Cash 

imitator and then Heart Radio guided the rental car to KTHA, Tullahoma, Tennessee. This airport averages 

73 aircra$ opera4ons daily (Air Nav 2016) but this figure easily quadrupled during the 15
th

 Annual BEECH 

Party held the second weekend of October.  

 

There was no sand, or waves, nor a beach ball in sight at this Beech party. The sound of round engines 

replaced ocean waves, and the sky was filled with decades of avia4on history rather than seagulls. And 

the hangers held intriguing items encouraging a spot for this place on any Avia4on Bucket List, even for 

loyalists to other type aircra$. They welcomed me into the party, and I am a Cessna girl.  

 

Why Tullahoma Tennessee, rather than the Beech factory in Wichita Kansas? This loca4on is near the 

birthplace of Walter Beech, and once it was decided to create a more formal collec4on for public display, 

the ground was broken in TN. Turf was brought over from the Kansas site along with pieces of original 

buildings, ar4facts, and Beech family treasures to be available to the public at Tullahoma. Louise Thaden 

was instrumental in this project, as she donated her trophies won 

in Beech aircra$ and her personal memorabilia to give the newly 

formed museum a strong start.  This was in 1974 a$er Ms. Thaden 

was guest speaker at a Staggerwing Club mee4ng. Louise Thaden 

worked for Beech Aircra$ Company as an aviatrix demonstra4ng 

the speed of their produc4on line by winning the 1929 Women’s 

Air Derby and the 1936 Bendix Trophy.  Their friendship endured 

long a$er the race was won. 

In 1932, Walter Beech wanted a fast aircra$ with a closed cabin that would appeal to corporate America. 

He worked off an eye-catching Ted Wells design and only seven months a$er opening his new factory, 

they test flew the Staggerwing Model 17R.  The en4rely hand-cra$ed ship with cuGng edge features was 

designed to provide comfortable transporta4on at top speed. Wheels retreated into stylish pants a$er 

take-off.  A split ver4cal trailing edge func4oned as a speed brake for landing. The nega4ve stagger wing 

afforded automa4c stability in a stall. It also increased pilot visibility, and ease of passenger boarding into 

the five-place, closed cabin with luxurious mohair and leather.  

It flew at an adver4sed 200 mph and through the produc4on 

years, there were thirty-one varia4ons of this design in 785 

aircra$. Also sharing this hangar is the original Mystery Ship.  

Shrouded as it was built, and clouded in secret specula4on, 

this race machine is a low wing monoplane that flew into  

history as the winner of the Cleveland Ohio Na4onal Air Race, 

seGng a speed record against the fastest military planes of 

the 4me. 

 



 

Today, the Museum is like entering the Beech’s home, and I was expec�ng to see a smiling Olive Ann or  

Walter come around the corner headed for the comfy leather chairs or browsing their extensive library  

collec�on. Log cabin rooms are filled with pain�ngs, trophies, collectables, their many treasures are offered 

so the public can share in their accomplishments, and recognize the contribu�on this couple made to 

avia�on history. The land was donated by the Parish family. In addi�on, many Beech pilots and enthusiasts 

made personal investments to ensure the forever museum could develop and grow into the legendary  

collec�on it houses today.    

 

In the adjacent Walter Beech Hanger, a 1929 Travel Air quietly rests 

nose to nose with the first Beechcra/ ever manufactured.  The Travel 

Air was a successful design built by the Cur�ss-Wright Corpora�on.  

Clyde Cessna, Walter Beech and Lloyd Stearman were the power 

team for this company, but they differed on their ideas about the 

next evolu�onary step in aircra/ development. The men decided to 

go their separate ways, each establishing an independent business that set the path for avia�on history.  

This hangar is filled with the ancestral beginnings of Beechcra/ and is like walking along a produc�on 

�meline.  

Another huge more modern hangar is at the end of a pedestrian taxiway and is filled with the Beechcra/ 

Royalty - at least one of each of the Beech planes since 1949.  The walk through the hangar begins with the 

V-tail Bonanza, A 36, Duke, Duchess, Baron, King Air, Queen Air, and ends 

at the Starship. Along the route are world rounders, record breakers, 

prototypes and one of a kind along with a very “cool” cutaway model to 

demonstrate what an airplane looks like under its skin. And where else 

could you go to pet a Starship?  

 

On the last evening of the Beech Party, the newest hangar was dedicated.  The Bost hanger will begin to fill 

this year increasing the number of aircra/ on display.  All guests were taken aback when, just a/er the 

flybys and sunset, a taxing aircra/ was heard coming towards the hanger!  And then taxied INTO the 

hanger!!!  Only two were ever built and a/er being in storage for about forty years, Mr. Bost donated this 

rare Experimental plane to be the first in the new display space; the Beech Bayless Lightening.  

 

An impressive program over three days featured an array of talented speakers, safety seminars, the       

Starship owner conducted an informal Q and A, and the maintenance seminars are designed to keep these 

wonderful planes flying for the next genera�on.  Covington, Gemco, Tulsa Aircra/ Engines, Avstar, Vintage 

Aerofab, Textron Avia�on, Select Airparts, Hartzell, D’Shannon Avia�on, AC Services LLC, AOPA, FAA,       

historians, mechanics, fighter pilots, and seasoned pilots shared their insights and flying tales in a relaxed, 

comfortable atmosphere as if you were at a good friend’s home. Commander Barry W. Hull, USNR (re�red 

Navy Fighter Pilot) offered a FAA WINGS credit safety seminar. The agenda for the Beech party included 

ac�vi�es for non-flying guests with seminars, book club, as well as informa�on on waterfalls and hiking 

trails nearby. There was a book signing of Beech 18s by Bob         

Parmerter, and The King Air, by expert Tom Clements.                              

A local dis�llery along the Whiskey Trail sponsored an evening 

tas�ng, encouraging the honor of the eight-hour rule. 



Walking along the flight line between seminars is like traveling in a Beechcra� �me machine of aircra�  

development from 1924 to 1994. Conversa�on is generated easily with others mingling amongst the 

planes. Throughout each day there was a near constant hum of an aerial parade; single ship fly-bys,  

forma�on fly-bys, round engines, pistons and the whine of an occasional jet. All same-type and mixed  

aircra� type flybys were enjoyed by those relaxing in the Adirondack chairs. Local car clubs parked along 

the grass to display their collec�ons and watch the informal airshow. The popcorn machine was a signal 

each day to gather for the late a�ernoon airshow and catered dinner complete with live blue grass music. 

An odd sound made everyone look up to  see a giant beach ball floa�ng in to crash the party!  The Good-

year Blimp was doing touch and goes and night currency as unplanned entertainment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Beech Party represents a grand place in our country’s avia�on history, 1924 to the present with home-

spun hospitality and a relaxed country style. This event a/racted avia�on enthusiasts from as far away as 

Amsterdam. If you have ever owned, flown or been near a Beechcra�, the history offered here is a close -

up experience of the produc�on �meline to the Barons and King Airs.  

 

The Staggerwing Club, established in 1963, is open to anyone with an interest in the classic airplane. There 

is separate membership for the Beech Heritage Museum, established in 1974. 

h/ps://sites.google.com/site/thestaggerwingclub 

h/ps://www.beechcra�heritagemuseum.org 

 

As fall leaves s�r in a gentle reminder that summer flying season is over, this is one of the last spectacular 

doses of avia�on enthusiasm on the calendar un�l the next season. Grab your towel and head for the 

Beech Party next 10-14 October 2018, or visit the museum any �me of year, enjoying a great big country 

sized chunk of our na�on’s avia�on history at this gorgeous place. Cau�on, geese and deer on and near 

the runway.  

https://sites.google.com/site/thestaggerwingclub
https://www.beechcraftheritagemuseum.org


Unicom Congestion - Yackety Yack! 

 

Around the Los Angeles central area, there are not all that many airports that are magenta on the VFR charts.  
Compton is a notable exception.  As you get farther out, then you find Cable, Catalina, Corona, Santa Paula, 
Big Bear, French Valley, Rosamond, San Bernardino, Fla-Bob, Oceanside, Redlands, Fallbrook, etc.  When 
you venture off to fly in other regions, most of the airports are uncontrolled (or “non-tower” as the FAA now 
likes to say) so it's always a good idea to think about Unicom procedures.  By the way, when the tower closes 
at a controlled airport, you'll find yourself using the CTAF (Common Traffic Advisory Frequency), which 
works the same as Unicom. 

 

The FARs DO NOT REQUIRE that you use the Unicom frequency at a non-tower field.  You can go in 
NORDO if you want (and some of the folks at SZP with those antique airplanes do 
just that!).  However, for SAFETY'S sake, it's always a good idea to use 
everything you've got, including your radio, to help you make a safe transition into 
or out of an uncontrolled airport.  With a little common sense and attention to 
what's going on, you should have no problems, even if the pattern is busy. 

 

One of the problems with Unicom frequencies is that they are usually shared with other airports in the area, 
despite the efforts of the FAA to keep them far apart.  Catalina, Corona and Redlands share 122.7.  Over near 
the east part of the LA area, Banning, Fla-Bob, Elsinore and French Valley ALL use 122.8, which can lead to 
certain amounts of clutter and confusion if pilots aren’t using the name of the airport in their transmissions - 
especially on good-weather weekends.  If you hear somebody announce that they’re “entering downwind” 
with no mention of the airport name, there’s no knowing whether they’re at the same airport that you are.  To 
help others know where you are, include the airport name at the start AND end of your radio transmission.  
E.g.  "Corona traffic, Cardinal 147 downwind midfield, landing 25, Corona."  Including the name of the 
airport at each end will help other pilots who may miss part of your broadcast. 

 

Another downside of Unicoms being shared between airports (though this can occur at an airport with its own 
frequency on a busy day), is that if everybody in the pattern(s) tries to announce every leg of the pattern, it 
becomes virtually impossible to get a word in edgewise.  Likewise, when people get “chatty” and include non
-essential information.  In a highly cluttered frequency situation, if it isn’t necessary, don’t say it!  Keeping 
your messages brief and accurate will cut down on confusion and clutter. 

 

After you announce your position, pay attention to what is being said by others on the frequency.  I've written 
about situational awareness before and it's always worth reminding yourself to keep track of what's going on 
with the others on the same frequency.  It is tempting sometimes to shut out the clutter, especially when pilots 
are "stepping on" each other with all their broadcasts.  At an airport with an operating tower, the controller 
can give you a lot of help, but at a non-tower field, you are on your own to keep track of what's going on.  
Keep your head on a swivel and keep looking for the plane whose pilot hasn’t been able to announce his/her 
position and suddenly pops up turning base just when you do. 

 

Fly Safely! 

 

Claudia Ferguson, Safety Chairman 

San Fernando Valley 99s 

© CK Ferguson 2017 

This Photo by Unknown 



Members—The holidays are upon us.  I know many of you shop on Amazon.  Please take the �me to set up 

our Amazon link to benefit our Chapter.  FREE MONEY! 

The Orange County Chapter of the Ninety-Nines can receive dona�ons based on your Amazon purchases!  

Yes, the percentage is small, but pennies turn in to dollars.   

Just click on the link shown below and Amazon will donate 0.5% of your qualified purchases to the OC 99s.  It 

doesn’t cost you any extra to do this, and the Chapter doesn’t see any of your purchase details (your 

informa�on is secure).   h�ps://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0205118 

 

Once you’ve selected your Chapter as your charity of 

choice, use h�ps://smile.amazon.com to do your 

online shopping.  Please bookmark this website and 

name it “Amazon Smile” — then all of your future 

purchases will help support our Chapter! 

 

2018 Ameila Earhart Memorial Scholarships due December 1.  Five different scholarships. 

Check it out: 2018 Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Instruc�ons 

 

More resources: Scholarships Offered by 99s Sec�ons and Chapters 

Even more resources: Southwest Sec�on lists 

Pays quarterly (Feb-May-Aug-Nov).  My $6.02 will 

combine with your purchases and show up with the 

November payment. 

Anyone using Amazon can help us. 

 

Your Fearless Leader—doing her part to get Free Money. 

Works with PRIME 

How much have you generated? 

Let’s get some of this!!! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0205118
https://smile.amazon.com
https://www.ninety-nines.org/userfiles/file/AEMSF/2018AEMSFInstructions.pdf
https://www.ninety-nines.org/other-scholarships.htm
http://sws99s.org/scholarships/


OUR MISSION 
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes      
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support        

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight. 

   Join us Online 

 

Chapter Website  -   http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new  
 

Facebook  -  https://www.facebook.com/oc99s 

 

  Contact the OC99s -  OCninetynines@gmail.com  
 

 

 

TO A VERY ACCOMPLISHED WOMAN:  ALL NINETY-NINES 

 
Happy November Birthdays! 

 
 
  
 
 25 Therese Paul 
 27 Beverly Allen      

 
 

     

 
           

If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated, and please send the date to  
Morgan Thorpe  -  Morgan.thorpe1978@gmail.com 

                           Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!                                              
  Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many                                       
       to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is. 

Amazon Smile Link - https://smile.amazon.com 

Haven't received your OC 99 Photo Roster? You can get one at our next general meeting.  We 
printed one per member.   
  

If you can't make it to a meeting this year, send a SASE with $1.40 in postage on a 9 X 12 enve-
lope and mail (in another envelope) to: Diane Titterington, P. O. Box 6030, San Clemente, CA 
92674. 
  

Our 12-page roster of our members is a confidential publication for Member's Eyes Only, not to 
be scanned or copied.   


