
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chairman:  Irene Engard  ocninetynines@gmail.com  Secretary:  Pam Doddridge 
 Vice Chair: Becky Valdez        Treasurer:  Lena Wilson 
  

OC99s website:  http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new/   OC 99s Facebook page:  facebook.com/OC99s 

 

 

  

Jan 4     Business Meeting, Signature 6pm 

              Chaired by VC-Becky Valdez 

 

Jan 17   TUESDAY—General Meeting 6:30 
    Fun and educational Aviation Movie Night    
   at the home of CJ McMullin 
 
Jan 21       Fly-in : Camarillo—CMA 
       Coordinate with Colleen  714-757-2051 
     
Jan 28     SWS Winter Business Meeting   
Ayers Hotel, Costa Mesa   We are the host 
chapter, plan to spend the day with us. 

 

Feb 1   Business Meeting, Signature Air  6 pm 

 

Feb 8  White Elephant Fundraiser                
 —Home of Irene Engard  

 

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the  
International organization of women pilots that 
promotes advancement of aviation through 
education, scholarships, and mutual support 
while honoring our unique history and sharing 
our passion for flight. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

January 2017 

Start the New Year with your 99s and          

Movie Night at the home of CJ McMullin,     

featuring: 

 

“The Legend of Pancho Barnes and the       

Happy Bottom Riding Club” 

 

   ●Come and learn about this colorful aviatrix.   

   ●Pajama Party!  Wear your comfy clothes, bring 

     your favorite aviation teddy bear. 

   ●Hot Chocolate provided by CJ 

 

Please let Irene know at engards@aol.com            

if you plan to come. 

 

Directions will be emailed prior to the meeting. 

mailto:ocninetynines@gmail.com
http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new/
facebook.com/OC99s
mailto:engards@aol.com
facebook.com/OC99s
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Home for the 
Holidays 

One thing we can be assured of is change.  Some we welcome, but it is natural to resist most change.  We find 

that our comfort zone is indeed, comfortable.  That is one blessing of flying, you must stay alert as many 

things in the air change.  If it is the weather, we are helpless to change it, but we can change our mind about 

how or where we are flying. 

Now we will change our calendars to a brand new year—2017…..once upon a time 2017 seemed to be a long 

ways off.  Turning the calendar can be like turning over a new leaf—a fresh start—virgin ground. 

What in your life do you want to change?  Let’s talk just about your aviation world, a new rating , a course or 

two, get to know your 99s sisters better?  First the goal, then the path to reach the goal.  I would encourage 

you to ponder this, then share your thoughts with me via email at: engards@aol.com. 

I shared the following with you before and I’m sharing it again as I feel it is even more appropriate as we 

move into 2017. 

“Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at once, but of stretching out to mend the part of the world 

that is within our reach. Any small, calm thing that one soul can do to help another soul, to assist some 

portion of this world, will help immensely. It is not given to us to know which acts or by whom, will cause the 

critical mass to tip toward an enduring good. 

What is needed for dramatic change is an accumulation of acts, adding, adding to, adding more, continuing. 

We know that it does not take everyone on Earth to bring justice and peace, but only a small, determined 

group who will not give up during the first, second, or hundredth gale.” 

Taken from a post by: Clarissa Pinkola Estes, Ph.D 

So what does my title “Home for the Holidays” have to do with all this….nothing, its just what popped into my 

head. 

Happy New Year 

 Your fearless leader 

  Irene 

PS—Thank you to all the members who brought gifts for Orangewood Children’s home—you made a difference in someone’s life. 

And to Colleen for handling the distribution! 

mailto:engards@aol.com
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A night to remember 

By Katia Kenyon 

What a beautiful night for a visit to John Wayne Airport! A group of us gathered on the 14th of December and descended upon 
some of the hard working people there.   

We were invited up into the control tower where we were met with expansive views under a full moon. In exchange for their 
much valued knowledge, we offered up cookies, cake, and veggies.  Everyone was friendly and helpful, and sadly the time literally 
flew by! 

After leaving the tower we gathered more goodies and headed over to the Sheriff's Department.  There, we were rewarded with 
outrageous K9 and night-vision videos and a look-see at their wonderful helicopters and equipment - spectacular Hueys and 
more!  We had to tear ourselves away from the aircraft and bid them a goodnight so we could head over to our final destination... 
the Fire Department! 

Met with broad smiles, the guys on duty swung wide the doors as we entered with our gifts of nibblies.  They served us coffee as 
we laid out more cookies and treats.  Almost immediately, they dove into the veggies and dip.  Those of us who had never toured 
the station got to see the huge engines, and their own observation tower.  Coffee finished, we exchanged wishes for the holidays 
and the new year, and left our old... and new... friends behind. 

On the way out of the gates we gave our last plate of cake and cookies to the busy guards!  We all left smiling and chatting, and 
completely uplifted! 

It was night to remember - - good conversation with good friends - - clear weather - - and full hearts.   In other words... it was 
perfect! 

Attendees :  Becky Valdez—Colleen Handrahan—Diane Titterington Machado—Lina Shi—Blair Ho—Katia Kenyon—Her Mom, Janis  

Musgrove—Paul Wasserman—Paul’s instructor Stephen Perry—Patty Murray—Melody Liddell 

The OC firemen always welcome us with        

their open kitchen! 
OC Sheriffs displayed their helicopters   

and explained what they can see with     

the high-powered cameras on board. 

Healthy “cookies” 

Welcome back, Lina Shi & Blair Ho. 



Private Pilot Plus 
By Karen Vaughn 

The best laid plans sometimes fail and need to be amended.  Such was the case 

last summer.  At the top of the year my goals included earning my instrument 

rating.  But in June I got word that my brother was diagnosed with stage-4 

pancreatic cancer, and my summer months changed drastically.  I then decided 

to study for the Advanced Ground School exam, but by the time September 

rolled around it was clear that goal also fizzled for the time being.  School 

started and my focus was back to teaching lots of college math classes. 

In mid-December I turned in my final exams and grades, breathing a big sigh of relief.  It then dawned on me that the year was 

coming to an end and I hadn’t accomplished any aviation goals.  I remembered two things that happened in the early months of 

2016, my daughter’s inquiry about drone pilots and an announcement from the FAA that through 14 CFR part 107, a knowledge 

course and test was to be available to take, leading to the issuance of a Remote Pilot Certificate with small Unmanned Aircraft 

Systems (sUAS) rating. 

Already being a certificated private pilot allowed me to get credit for the General Aeronautical Knowledge exam, so I only spent a 

Friday morning taking the online course and exam through FAASafetyTeam.gov.  I also noticed that I earned WINGS credit for 

completing and passing the course.  Next I applied for the certificate through IACRA and scheduled a meeting with CFI Don Myhra. 

Just a couple of hours ago Don approved my application, exam results, and IACRA particulars.  I am now a licensed commercial 

Remote Pilot for sUAS!  To start, I’m hoping that I get a chance to be part of a crew as a Spotter to verify the drone’s position and 

watch for airspace, person, and property encroachment.  And I’ll be eyeing all the Santa (UPS) packages delivered this week before 

Christmas.  For now, I’ll settle for yummy pizza and Hershey’s Cookie pie!! 

Diane’s total successful ATP students in 2016 is now 

an even dozen! 

 

Diane says she is taking the rest of the year off! 

 

We are very proud of our long term member and Chief 

Plane Tales Editor!  Way to go Diane. 

 

One Dozen 

Wow 

Zowie 



PAT BLUM RECEIVES THE KATHARINE WRIGHT TROPHY  
 
The trophy, which was established in 1981, is made annually to an individual 
who has contributed to the success of others or who has made a personal 
contribution to the advancement of the art, sport and science of aviation and 
space flight over an extended period of time.  The award was named in honor 
of Orville and Wilbur Wright's sister, Katharine, who was a crucial supporter 
of her brother’s timeless work in the development of the first airplane. 
 
Ms. Blum and her associates founded Corporate Angel Network, commonly 
referred to as CAN in 1981.  As a cancer survivor who personally experienced 
the extreme hardships and rigors of long distance travel to treatment centers, Ms. Blum envisioned the 
ability for cancer patients to fly at no charge, in a private, comfortable, and dignified environment, 
through the generosity of American corporations that operated business jets. 
 
The first CAN flight took place on December 22, 1981, in Safe Flight Instrument Corporation's King Air.  In 
April 2016, CAN celebrated their fifty-thousandth completed cancer patient flight - truly a remarkable 
feat.  Ms. Blum retired from CAN at the age of 80, but her idea and vision continues over three decades 
after that first flight.  Her dream of utilizing business aviation to help bring thousands of cancer patients 
closer to their life-saving cures has been a powerful aviation success story. 
 
I was honored as Past President of The Ninety-Nines and as a Board Member of the National Aeronautic 
Association to present the 2016 Katharine Wright Trophy to Pat Blum. 
 
~Pat Prentiss 

And a response from Pat Blum 

Hello Pat - Just wanted to say how much I enjoyed meeting you - and having you be my "presenter" at the Awards 

dinner.  It surely was a memorable evening for me, my kids and my friend. Your remarks about me were so very gracious 

(and generous) and I am most appreciative of all the attention that CAN and I received.   Thank you for all of it from the 

bottom of my heart.  Hope our paths will cross again, somewhere sometime.  Meanwhile, I wish you happy holidays and a 

wonderful 2017 and beyond .  Pat Blum 

 

 

Member Michelle (Chunmei) Qi joined us at our Christmas party. 

She is working hard this December and January to finish her 
private pilot license while her parents babysit her children in 
China. It was great to see her again. 

Good luck Michelle! 

We met Katia Kenyon at our Christmas Party, and 

she immediately became our newest member.  

Katia is a private pilot, a nurse, and is going to 

school to be a doctor.  She splits her time between 

the Clearwater, Florida area and Orange County. 

Her mom Janis, is a lot of fun and joined us with 

Katia on the dance floor at our party.  They both 

were able to attend our airport appreciation night. 

The extra plate of good looking home-made treats 

they made, brought some Christmas cheer for the 

guards at the gate.  

Welcome Katia! 

Member’s Corner 



 
Short Final  
  
A couple of years ago, flying into ZRH (Zurich, Switzerland), just the day after the landing fees increased once more, we heard the 
following conversation while on hold between a Cessna 172 on final and the controller. It was a busy day with lots of commercial 
traffic. 

Controller: Cleared to land runway 28; winds calm, please expedite and can you make it a short landing to the first exit? 

Cessna: Negative, we pay for the whole runway, we use the whole runway! 
  
Caroline Kinsbergen, from Switzerland, commented: 
Yes! Absolutely! 
That was what I often would do when I was flying there, use the whole runway to make the landing fees worth it!!!!!  
 

                         Caro purchased this airplane in Fall, 2012 
 
 
On Dec 24, 2016 Caro forwarded this: 
 
Just received from a friend – look at the tail number  
  
Joyeux Noël  et Merry Christmas ! 
  

CaroK             

http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/shortfinal/Short-Final-228254-1.html?omhide=true


A New Year’s Kiss       By Celia Vanderpool 

 
It was just a little past 1990, and I spent my educator’s two-week winter holiday flying back to 
Wisconsin in a borrowed Cessna 180.  On the trip, I made several appointments with trade-a-
plane sellers trying to rope in an affordable 180 of my own.  The zig zag cross country route to 
find the perfect plane took me through NV, NorCal, OR, WA, ID, MT and by the time I landed at 
Rapid City SD, I was uneasy and disappointment was growing. The days were whittling away 
and the appointments had created a trail of missing log books, ratty planes badly misrepre-
sented in the ads, and one old farmer even said he could not sell to a “girl”.  A blizzard ground-
ed me for two days so I shook off the feelings and visited Calamity Jane and Wild Bill Hickok in 
Mount Moriah Cemetery, Deadwood, for advice.  Relax, was the message.  Enjoy the flight, 
and accept that I could go home with no wings of my own. 
 
After a record setting, non-stop from Rapid City to Madison, Wisconsin, speeding along in the 
bottom of the jet stream, Christmas Eve was spent in a bed roll under a brightly lit tree in a 
house full of Finns and Norwegians and (YUCK!) lutefisk. I continued onward and was REALLY 
upset when I landed at Beatrice NB and the plane for sale was a Cherokee 180.  No offense to 
anyone, but the broker actually said, “Well, with a woman’s voice on the phone, I knew it 
wouldn’t be a Cessna 180 you wanted – why, that’s a tailwheel airship.” ARGR*%@!!?   I was 
going to head back to CA from there.  One more call, one more possibility was at Guthrie OK 
and I barely had enough time to get home and to work on schedule. When I walked into the 
hanger, and saw the true, old blue bird, shook hands with an honest oil pipeline fellow, and 
could take complete log books from day one in 1957 to my hotel room for the night, it hit me. 
And it was a long night making the decision to purchase Long Knight. The squadron of B-26 
night light bombers in Korea, where my dad was shot down, were all Knights.  His name was 
Major Joe Long.  
 
The next morning was New Year’s Eve. The negotiation was quick and fair, three landings on a 

grass strip and after a discussion on the peculiar traits of this plane with its run out engine and 

sparse panel, we headed west.  That is the day another tradition began.  As each flight is con-

cluded, that wonderful plane receives a kiss on the spinner. May all your wishes come true in 

2017!   

Happy New Year!  



Growing up . . . and going up  ~   by Diane Myers 

In July, 2007, Ralph’s sister & family (who all live in Texas) visited SoCal.   On their way back from the San Diego Zoo, Ralph’s niece, 

Dana, and her young children, Sebastian and Ashby, stopped by KCRQ to “meet” our airplane. 

The whole Texas clan came out to SoCal for Christmas vacation this year, for a total of 14 at our home for Christmas Eve dinner!    
Dana told me that her kids had 2 requests during their visit:   riding in my Tesla, and flying in our airplane.    I took each for a ride 
in my Tesla, demonstrating its parallel parking skills, and the auto-drive on the freeway.    On Tuesday morning I picked Sebastian 
& Ashby up from their hotel & drove to CRQ.     Sebastian has a computer flight simulator, so knows a little about airplanes and 
flying.    Both followed me around on the preflight. 

Sebastian was co-pilot the first part, assigned to read the checklists to me.    Once airborne, 
he flew, getting the hang of small inputs for smoother flight.  We flew directly toward San 
Clemente Island at 2,500’;  military control told us the airspace was cold so we could fly 
over the island.    From there we flew around Catalina.   At the east end of the island they 
switched seats so that Ashby could fly.  All the mountains had snow, so we flew toward Big 
Bear, climbing to 11,500’.   The air was smooth, so we circled the lake, seeing snow on one 
side and the desert on the other side of the airplane.    As we flew back to CRQ, Sebastian 
wanted to be up front for the landing to film it (it was smooth!). 

What a treat to be able to share so many different views from the air:  ocean, islands, 

mountains, desert in one 2:06 flight! 

 Dana, Ashby, Sebastian, Diane 

Sebastian flying 
San Clemente Island runway  Ashby flying 

        Avalon      Big Bear Ashby & Sebastian flank Diane 
     (they got a little taller!) 



Aerospace Education is one of the tenets 
of our organization     

                                                 
  

 

Fan Dai is taking the lead in gathering our chapter information.  Somewhere between your 
holiday planning, shopping, parties, celebrations and New Year’s Eve, please create some 
time to support our chapter by letting Fan know about your aviation activities this year. 
 

 

From Fan-- FanDai@Eaton.com 

 

To help everybody remember our activities with the hope that it will lead to recognition of our 
chapter at next spring’s Section meeting in the Bay area, could you please provide me your 
answers to the following question?  
  

For the year of 2016, do you have any aviation and/or aviation education related activities 
include but are not limited to: 
 

♦ New ratings?  
 

♦ Progress on current rating/flight training? 

 

♦ Attended any 99 meetings: OC meeting, Section’s meeting, international meeting, etc? 
Museums/air parks? 

 

♦ Aviation related tours – factory/production tours, education tours, tower tours, airport tours, 
historical tours, any model of plane tours, etc?  

 

♦ Participated learnings – include but are not limited to : Taking Classes (specify), Webinars 
(specify), Speeches (specify), Workshops (specify), Info Sessions (specify). 

 

♦ Participation in any Educational activates  - for example, essay contest, reading of new 
books, magazines, educational materials? 

 

♦ Air shows/races attendance and/or participation, volunteering? 

 

♦ Acquired a remote control plane, a wooden plane, rockets/space shuttle, flying machines?  
 

♦ Experience in any training/recreational simulators or rides (moving or non-moving)? (For 
Example, hot air balloon rides, aerobatic plane rides, etc) 

 

  Thanks very much in advance for your support! 
  Fan Dai           

 

mail to: fandai@eaton.com
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Thank you, Diane TM for asking Gary 

Sequeira & his band to play for us.  If 
you noticed, the 99s were the first on 

the dance floor. Pat Prentiss (‘tho 

absent) made the silent auction a 

success (just under 1500)  for 

SoCalPilots Scholarship Fund.  Big Thank 

You to Joe & Bev Finnell  - they made it 

all happen! 

Celebrating the Season — Ninety Nines with SoCal Pilots Assn.  

Thank you, Becky for working with Alex to make this event successful. 

Thank you, 

Ron for 

adding a 

touch of class 

with piano 

music before 

& during 

dinner. 





OUR MISSION 
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes      
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support        

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight. 

   Join us Online 
 

Chapter Website  -   http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new  
 

Facebook  -  https://www.facebook.com/oc99s 
 

  Contact the OC99s -  OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com  
 
 

To a Very Accomplished Woman:  All Ninety-Nines 

In 2009, I was making multiple flights around the southeast U.S. and landed in Columbia, 

South Carolina at Columbia Downtown Airport (KCUB) on multiple occasions for business.  

The runway at KCUB is parallel and adjacent to an active railyard. ... After contacting the 

KCUB tower for my IFR departure clearance on a clear VFR day, the controller came back 

with a strong southern drawl: "1234V, cleared for departure, runway 31. Verify you can 

maintain train clearance." ... I said puzzled: "Say again, Columbia tower?" ... The controller 

repeated: "1234V, verify you can maintain train clearance." ... I puzzled 

over that for a few moments and replied: "I'm sorry. I don't understand 

your request." ... The controller, now a little frustrated, said: "1234V, can 

you avoid hitting the buildings and the trees?" ... I replied: "Ohhhh. 

'Maintain terrain clearance.' Yes, I can maintain terrain clearance!" ... The 

controller responded: "1234V, cleared for takeoff, runway 31. Have a 

good day!"                                                                     -- Robert Jones  

        Happy January Birthdays! 
 

  1    Brenda Jackson 
  4    Maddy Mearsch 

  11  Charlene Hengesh 
  15  Caroline Kinsbergen 

  17  Pat Prentiss 
  20  Barbara Ward 

  25  Diane Titterington Machado 
  26  Adrianne O'Brien 
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