
 Chairman:  Irene Engard ocninetynines@gmail.com Secretary:  Pam Doddridge 
 Vice Chair: Becky Valdez  Treasurer:  Lena Wilson 

OC99s website:  http://oc99.sws99s.org/new  OC 99s Facebook page:  facebook.com/OC99s 

Feb 1    Business Meeting, Signature  6 pm 

Feb 8    General Meeting  6:30pm 
White Elephant Auction—Start collecting 

your goodies that need to be “re-homed” for a 
great cause (supporting scholarships). 

Feb 25  Fly In to French Valley with 
Long Beach 99s Contact Debbie Stewart (LB99s)

March 1  Business Meeting, Signature 6pm 

March 2-4  WAI Conference –Florida 

March 8  General Meeting  6:30pm 

Docent Guided tour of JWA 

March 18  Long Beach Chapter 65 Years  
Western Museum of Flight 

April 27-30 Spring Section Meeting 
“Blue Skies Over the Bay”  Oakland 

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the  
International organization of women pilots that 
promotes advancement of aviation through 
education, scholarships, and mutual support 

while honoring our unique history 
and sharing our passion for flight. 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 8th 
IS WHITE ELEPHANT TIME! 

Join the Fun! Our White Elephant Sale  
is guaranteed to make you laugh while 
raising money for our chapter to support 
scholarships and educational activities. 

For those of you who are new to our 
chapter, a White Elephant is an idiom for a valuable but 
burdensome possession in search of a new home.  

Check your closets, drawers and attics. Ask friends and 
relatives for precious items ready to be re-homed. 

Do you have something fabulous that's not your size? 
Did you redecorate, leaving clashing things in your closet?  
Do you have two of something? Your gently used valuables will 
find someone to appreciate them.   

Wrap up a couple of your White Elephants; add a smartly 
labeled tag that will give a brief but mysterious description of the 
item.  Poems are good for this.  Take some time to create a 
rhyme so the Ninety-Nines can ponder your treasure of wonder.  
This gives our auctioneer just enough information to entice 
bidding. 

No wrapping paper? Pop goodies in grocery bags, or wrap in 
old charts. 

Funds short? No worries. Watch the fun and giggle along. 
Some items go for $2. 

Location— Home of Your Chairman—Irene Engard 
Costa Mesa 

Watch your e-mail—address & directions will be sent 

6:30—Yaks and Snacks 

7:00—Brief Business Meeting 

7:15—The fun begins 

February 2017 

mailto:ocninetynines@gmail.com
http://oc99s.ses99s.org/new
facebook.com/OC99s
mailto:debbiestewart23@verizon.net


I don’t think anyone really rested at our last general mee�ng.  However we 

were dressed for it.  Sarah Hufnagel deserves a prize for her Koala jammies 

(worn with Carol Benne" in mind).  It was a great way to start off the new 

year.  Many thanks to our host, CJ McMullin for spoiling us with a wonderful 

Italian dinner.  We are fortunate to have the rela�onships that we have with 

our sister 99s.   

This issue is full of rela�onship stories:  Melody Liddell has had a busy �me 

with her 99s sisters.  First, keeping a tradi�on with Ewurabena Mensa-Wood.  

Then keeping Becky Valdez on target.  Followed by keeping Becky in the air.  

Way to go Melody.   

The value of our rela�onships is again demonstrated when Diane & Ralph Myers came to the rescue of CJ 

and Don McMullin.   

Speaking of rela�onships, February is the month of love.  Check out the beau�ful pictures of Vince and Mary 

Van Velzer, our lovebirds.  Then Celia Vanderpool shares a love of another kind. 

Many of our members got the opportunity to expand their 99s rela�onships at the Southwest Sec�on Winter 

Workshop.  New friends for life.  Special recogni�on goes to Morgan Thorpe as our communica�ons 

specialist who overcame the learning curve and got the word out to our SW sec�on.   Shirley McFall also 

deserves special recogni�on for handling registra�on, welcoming our SWS members and tracking the 

income. 

Way to go, Orange 

County 99s. 

Spread the Love. 

Happy Valen�ne’s Day 

Irene 

Fearless Leader 

 

PJs at CJs 

Shirley, Marlene, Melody, Celia, Trish, Caroline, CJ, Diane , Becky 

Linda, Pa"y, Jennifer, Sarah, Colleen, Carol, Irene 

and Bears. 

 



Need an occasion to Celebrate? 

February 1st 

National Get Up Day 

National Baked Alaska Day 

National Freedom Day (Freedom From Slavery) 

National Serpent Day 

February 2nd 

National Groundhog Day 

National Heavenly Hash Day 

February 3rd 

National Women Physicians Day  

National Carrot Cake Day 

National Day the Music Died Day 

National Wear Red Day  

February 4th 

National Create a Vacuum Day 

National Homemade Soup Day 

National Thank a Mail Carrier Day 

February 5th 

National Shower with a Friend Day 

National Weatherperson’s Day 

World Nutella Day 

February 6th 

National Frozen Yogurt Day 

National Lame Duck Day 

February 7th 

National Fettuccine Alfredo Day 

National Periodic Table Day 

National Send a Card to a Friend Day 

February 8th 

National Boy Scouts Day 

National Kite Flying Day 

February 9th 

National Bagel Day  

National Pizza Day 

National Toothache Day 

 

 

February 10th 

National Cream Cheese Brownie Day 

National Home Warranty Day 

National Umbrella Day 

February 11th 

National Don’t Cry Over Spilled Milk Day 

National Inventors’ Day 

National Make a Friend Day 

National Peppermint Patty Day 

National Shut-In Visitation Day 

National White Shirt Day 

February 12th 

National Plum Pudding Day 

February 13th 

National Tortellini Day 

National Clean Out Your Computer Day  

February 14th 

National Cream-Filled Chocolates Day 

National Ferris Wheel Day 

National Organ Donor Day 

Valentines Day 

Safer Internet Day U.S.  

February 15th 

National Gumdrop Day 

Singles Awareness Day 

February 16th 

National Almond Day 

National Do A Grouch a Favor Day 

February 17th 

National Cabbage Day 

National Random Acts of Kindness Day 

National Caregivers Day  

February 18th 

National Battery Day 

National Crab Stuffed Flounder Day 

National Drink Wine Day 

February 19th 

National Chocolate Mint Day 

National Lash Day 

February 20th 

National Cherry Pie Day 

National Love Your Pet Day 

Presidents Day  

February 21st 

National Sticky Bun Day 

February 22nd 

National Cook a Sweet Potato Day 

National Margarita Day 

February 23rd 

National Tile Day 

National Banana Bread Day 

National Dog Biscuit Day 

National Toast Day  

National Chili Day  

February 24th 

National Skip the Straw Day 

National Tortilla Chip Day 

February 25th 

National Chocolate Covered Nut Day 

National Clam Chowder Day 

February 26th 

National Pistachio Day 

National Tell a Fairy Tale Day 

February 27th 

National Kahlua Day 

National Polar Bear Day 

National Strawberry Day 

February 28th 

National Chocolate Soufflé Day 

National Floral Design Day 

National Public Sleeping Day 

National Tooth Fairy Day 

Rare Disease Day USA   

Spay Day USA  

 

New OC 99s Badges for Trish Magdaleno, 

Caroline Kinsbergen and Marlene Garraffa Deep thought. 

Yes, I flew for Con�nental. 

The Reds 



Yes—this is from an advertisement in the Long 

Beach Press Telegram (1/29/17).  What a great 

picture of our love birds.  If you can create the time, 

give them a call (714-971-6744) and visit them.  

Mary has the most wonderful stories to share.  Drop 

her a line to let her know we miss her (she is no 

longer able to get out to our meetings).   Write to 

Vince and Mary VanVelzer, 12151 Dale St, 

Stanton, CA 90680.  

Celebrating Love 



                             scenic flight over the California snow 
 

Wed, Jan 25 seemed like a perfect day for a scenic flight to 
check out all the snow in Calif.   However, our airplane had 
other ideas ~ the right engine’s left mag check  was rough 
and dropped beyond limit.   We tried to burn it off, no luck.    
Took off to try to burn it off inflight—no luck.    MX was able 
to work on the problem immediately; removed all 12 plugs 
from that engine and found a tiny piece of carbon bridging 
the gap on the bottom plug on #3 cylinder = no spark.    
Plugs cleaned, regapped, and tops swapped for bottom 
plugs yielded a happy engine! 
Thurs, Jan 26 we tried again with success—flew 825 nm, 
over Big Bear, Mt Baldy, Mt Whitney, snow covered Sierras,  
Yosemite.    The air was smooth and the clouds parted at Yosemite enough to see El Capitan 
and Half Dome.   Fuel and lunch stop at Salinas, then return flight to CRQ via the coast. 

 Frozen Big Bear Lake, Bear Mtn, & Snow Summit ski areas.    Mt. San Antonio, commonly known as Mt. Baldy, 10,064’. 

Mt. Whitney, 14,505’. 
Highest peak in                      
contiguous U.S. 

El Capitan, Yosemite, 7,569’. 
3000’ from base to summit. 
One of the world’s favorite 
challenges for rock climbers. 

Morro Rock, 581’ volcanic plug in Morro Bay Diane & Ralph Myers 



 December birthday trips!  ~ Ewurabena Mensa-Wood 

Melody Liddell and I have established an annual tradition to celebrate our December birthdays by flying into      
Henderson, Las Vegas for lunch.  On 12/20/2016, we set off from John Wane in her Piper Cherokee, and headed 
northeast at  9500’  towards the bright lights of Las Vegas.  There is nothing quite like appreciating the changes in 
landscape from the front seat of a small plane; from observing the gridlock in the densely populated SoCal basin,   
then taking in the breathtaking views of the San Bernardino Mountains and then finishing off with the serene colors  
of the Mojave Desert. We arrived in good time to grab an Uber to our destination on the Vegas strip for lunch. Our 
intentions were to land before dark, and so after our long lunch we were airborne by 3pm, and were able to enjoy   
the sunset as we completed our final approach into John Wayne.   
We continued our birthday celebrations the week after with another lunch  trip, this time to Camarillo, using the  
special flights rules over LAX.  Here are a few pictures from both days. 

    Enjoying our birthday desserts. 

    Passing Lake Arrowhead.  Big smiles as we head to Vegas. 

         Ewurabena & Melody on the Vegas strip. 

 Heading home, near Ontario airport.          Heading to Camarillo over busy SoCal. 

x-apple-data-detectors://1


      Bad flying weather can still turn into a good day—of target shooting 

 
January 14th was the scheduled date for the Annie Oakley Run. There was a lot of interest 

among the O.C. 99s Chapter; however due to weather conditions the scheduled flight from   

SNA to OCN was cancelled. The alternate plan was for all interested parties to show up at       

On Target shooting range in Laguna Niguel. 

 

Becky Valdez and Melody Liddell had an amazing time shooting a lot of ammunition from       

seven different fire arms.  I brought my .45 Springfield Tactical (Annie) and my new    

.22 Phoenix named (Pink).  Melody brought 5 different guns, shown below. 

 

There will be another opportunity for the “girls with guns” to try again during VFR conditions    

in the future. 

                                                                         ~  by Becky Valdez 

 

Nice grouping, 

Becky 



 For several weeks we attempted to get time in our plane. Delays occurred due to weather (we are VFR 
only), maintenance and scheduling. Finally, when January 8th came around, our plane was ready and waiting 
and we were excited to take a ride in our C172SP. In honor of his birthday, this was my husband's turn to fly 
the outbound to his choice of destination. We opted for a flight to Harris Ranch, a flight we previously had to 
cancel due to the plane's brakes having an issue (we knew better than to land on a narrow, short runway with 
bad brakes!). Don (PIC) checked the weather and I also did a quick weather check. It seemed our VFR flight 
would be a go: SNA (3000') - EMT (3000') - WHP (initiated a climb to 8500') - follow the 5 Fwy over the Tejon 
Pass. We made it over the Tejon Pass and continued to follow the 5 Fwy. Just as ATC asked us for a wind  
report, the ride got bumpy. We descended to 6500' and as we did, all hell broke loose. We found ourselves in 
the worst turbulence we have ever experienced. After a quick discussion, we decided to land at Bakersfield 
(BFL). We contacted and informed ATC of our intentions to land. Our plan was to land, regroup, recheck the 
weather situation and proceed. The ride getting to BFL was like a bucking bronco. While Don piloted the plane, 
I attempted to obtain ATIS but was unable to even put pencil to paper in a legible manner. We informed ATC of 
our situation and were provided ATIS and the tower frequency for BFL. Don contacted BFL and advised them of 
our situation. BFL tower gave Don a heading and clearance to land. We bounced our way over, landed and 
parked. After reviewing the weather situation, we decided we were in quite a bind. Going back was not an  
option. Heading to the Coast was not an option and going around and through the San Gorgonio Pass looked 
equally bad. We opted to park the plane, rent a car and drive home. The folks at Atlantic were very helpful but 
could not find us a reasonable rental car rate. The best they came up with was $170 so we perused the internet 
and found a $65 one-way rental at the BFL terminal. Our poor Cessna sat at BFL for a week while we hoped for 
VFR weather, sans turbulence. Along came our rescue...Diane and Ralph in their C414. 
 
 Diane and Ralph picked us up at SNA in their C414. It was quite exciting as we listened to them talking 
with ATC and SNA tower and later ground on our handheld radio. We were ready and in position at Dove Street 
for the beginning of an adventure. Out of SNA we headed towards L35 and a splendid route of sight-seeing. 
From Big Bear we crossed Arrowhead and headed towards Edwards. It was interesting to see much of Edwards 
under water (the dry lake bed was not so dry) and sadly the giant compass rose wasn't visible. We headed to 
BFL where Diane (PIC) made an IFR approach due to the low, dense cloud coverage. There sat our little C172SP 
all alone but quickly joined by its larger C414 cousin. With the cloud coverage, there was no way either of the 
VFR pilots were going to escape BFL in the C172SP. But alas, two 
VFR plots, two IFR pilots and two planes equates to a departure 
solution. Diane flew with CJ in the C172SP and Don went with 
Ralph in the C414. With an IFR departure to VFR, we flew from BFL 
to SMX. At SMX we had a nice lunch, a few good laughs, switched 
pilots and headed home.  
Ralph and Diane headed to CRQ while CJ (PIC) and Don headed to 
OXR and subsequently SNA. Ralph and Diane (cruise speed of 185 
kts) made it home by the time we (CJ and Don) landed (cruise  
speed 110-120 kts) at OXR to switch pilots (we try to be fair about 
equal airtime). Don flew the final leg home to SNA. 
 
 In all it made for a truly delightful day of flying and beat the pants off renting a car and driving back to 
BFL (not to mention the complexity of getting out of BFL). And now for the best part, AKA 'lessons to be 
learned'. A very thorough check of weather is critical: all weather including airmets and sigmets. Tangos, Zulus 
and Sierras can ruin one's fun. A great idea is to obtain a briefing for your flight, a second opinion of one's 
weather data interpretations. As for landing, regrouping and driving home, it was the right decision, no matter 
how painful and costly (time and money) a decision it seemed to be. 
 
. Cynthia "CJ" Jensen-McMullin 

 Bakersfield Rescue 



N554TA Rescue                                                                                       Sat, Jan 14, 2017 

Don and Ralph chatting casually in the back of the C414 en 
route to Bakersfield—hey, keep your feet off the seats! 

CJ flying her C172 over the solid  cloud layer from Bakersfield 
to Santa Maria, where it was VFR and much warmer than KBFL 



 Falling in Love (with a Beech Staggerwing)    By Celia Vanderpool 

 
If you saw this ad on a dating website, you would most likely pass: 
 
“Born in 1944, I’ve been through a war, worked occasionally, but I am well-traveled, steady and true, and love to 
fly.  I’m athletic though a bit stout, and honestly I’m a heavy drinker with lots of gas and I smoke a little.  I have a 
few peculiarities such as lots of plastic surgery over thin skin, and a new interior is planned.  Parts of me have 
been rebuilt a couple of times, but I am looking forward to years ahead if I can find the right person to fund my 
habits.”  
 
I did not pass. My first date with a Staggerwing was after winning a ride in one as First Prize in a Ninety-Nines Poker 

Run at L19 (Fallbrook Airport).  I was fortunate to be able to fly as co-pilot several more times, in NC582, including 

the Hayward Air Race where even last place was fun.  We parted ways in 2010 when owner Granger Haugh donated 

the plane to the National Warplane Museum. It was to be on display and fly in airshows, awaiting restoration fund-

ing.  And then there was a landing accident. There was no money for the extensive work necessary and several more 

years went by.  Mr. Haugh and family could not stand the wreck in a forgotten hanger, so they bought the plane 

back from the museum, had it trucked to CA and began to rebuild.  That same Staggerwing has now boomeranged 

back into my life. 

 

NC582 over San Diego CA 



In 1932, the Staggerwing was the first product off the assembly line of the newly formed Beech Aircraft  
Company known as Model 17. It remained in production in until 1949, and 785 were built. It is estimated that 
about 200 remain in the world today, though not all are flying.  Staggerwings were gradually replaced by the 
Beech V-tail Bonanza, which was first offered to the public in 1947. The newer looking mono-wing, with a hori-
zontally opposed 6- cylinder was much more fuel and oil efficient and flew nearly as fast, and even if it was only 
a four-place, it was successful for the company. 

As a tribute to our female pilots, it is necessary to mention that speed made the Staggerwing popular with Air 

Racers.  Louise Thaden and Blanche Noyes won the 1936 Bendix trophy in a Model C17R Staggerwing, and Ms. 

Thaden went on to win the Harmon trophy, and others.  A women’s speed, and altitude records were achieved 

by Jackie Cochran in a Staggerwing.  Coincidentally, Gene Nora Jensen has a lovely article in the Nov/Dec 99 

News about Louise Thaden. 

Jackie Cochran after setting speed record 

Louise Thaden in the cockpit of Beechcraft C17R    
NR15835 at the start of the Bendix Air Race.           
(San Diego Air and Space Museum Archives) 

Louis Thaden and Blanche Noyes are greeted by   
Vincent Bendix in Los Angeles, 4 September 1936. 

(National Air and Space Museum, Archives Division) 



After the decision was made to return NC582 to CA for a complete rebuild, research began on the story of this 

particular plane, from assembly line to the present. This Staggerwing served for Great Britain in WWII as FT478 

and flew out of Heston and Lee-on-Solent on various missions within the UK. Upon return to America, there 

were several owners from Alaska to Switzerland before purchased by Granger Haugh in 1994 and making its 

home in CA. The current restoration will return the plane to 1944 British Royal Navy standards, and it should be 

one of a kind in the world upon completion.  It is a privilege and aviation dream come true to be a small part of 

this story.  And the secret to falling in love?  Fly it! 

The “new” paint scheme and markings for FT478 will be to exact English Navy Air Force standards of WWII. 
And I really like blue… 

Knowing the qualities and characteristics will be an honor and I appreciate the 
chance. 

For now, I will continue my flirtation with the Staggerwing and will learn all 
I can about this historic and special aircraft.   

Please don’t tell my C-180…. 

1944 Sister-ship FT477 in the British Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm 



                 Friends fly to lunch at the D & D Airport Café, Riverside            ~ Becky Valdez 
 
Melody Liddell and Becky Valdez took the first opportunity to fly on Jan. 25, following the biggest storm         
Southern California has seen in years.  Conditions were perfect and the views were amazing. 
 
The entire range of snow covered mountains glistened as they enjoyed their day trip to D&D restaurant at         
Riverside. The route that they flew was direct from SNA to KRAL.  Following a good old home cooked meal,       
they made a left downwind departure toward Lake Matthews heading toward Oceanside.  Flight Following       
gave them  a heading that allowed them to cut across a small section of Camp Pendleton’s restricted airspace.  
Due to  parachute activity in the area of Lake Elsinore and Oceanside, their route given was especially scenic    
with the green hills and glistening water of the lakes. 
 
Melody’s Gold and white Piper Cherokee 160 performed perfectly and in spite of a slight cross wind, both of      

her landings were executed perfectly. 

 



OUR MISSION 
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes      
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support        

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight. 

   Join us Online 
 

Chapter Website  -   http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new  
 

Facebook  -  https://www.facebook.com/oc99s 
 

  Contact the OC99s -  OCninetynines@gmail.com  
 
 

To a Very Accomplished Woman:  All Ninety-Nines 

 
              Happy  

February Birthdays! 
 

       11  Marsha Arteaga 

       12  Marikay Lindstrom 

       17  Letty Bassler 

       26  Kelley Gorman 

       28  Helene Hursman 

 
            If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,  
             and please send the date to Becky Valdez,  
  fxala@hotmail.com .                

                           Thank you to all who have contributed to this issue!                                              

  Plane Tales is a collaborative effort. We count on many                                       

       to help make it the wonderful newsletter that it is. 

http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
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