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May 4   Business Meeting—6pm  
  Signature  

May 11   General Meeting—               
 Mimi’s Restaurant  
 Long Beach                  

 Meet Rosie the Riverter 

 

June 2    Thursday—Business Meeting     
  Signature 

June 15  Pilot of the Year Banquet       
  Costa Mesa Country Club 

June 25  iPad Seminar—stay tuned for 
  more information 

 

July 5-10  —  99s International  
  Conference —                 
  Ottawa Canada 

 

Sep 10  Flying Companion Seminar    
  Right Seat Ready 

 

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the 
International organization of women pilots    
that promotes advancement of aviation through 
education, scholarships, and mutual support 
while honoring our unique history and sharing 

our passion for flight. 

 

 

   

May 2016  

Meet 
 

Elinor 

Otto 
 

The Last 
ROSIE 
THE 

RIVETER 
 

Date: Wednesday May 11th  
Time: 6:30pm 

Place: Mimi’s Restaurant 
 6670 E Pacific Coast Hwy 

 Long Beach, CA 
 (532) 596-0831 

Limited seating—                

please RSVP to 
Irene Engard 714-658-2624  

engards@aol.com 
 

Spring is the time to clear out some of those 

items that can be used by the kids at 

Orangewood Children’s home.  Please bring 

toiletries and other goodies.  These children 

need everything.  Stuffed animals are always 

good.  Colleen will collect these items at 

Mimi’s or you can contact her at 714-757-2051 

to make other arrangements. 

mailto:OCninetynines@gmail.com
oc99s.sws99s.org
facebook.com/OC99s
mailto:engards@aol.com


IT WAS A 

VERY GOOD 

YEAR 

Every spring your Chairman gives a one minute re-cap of the past year’s activities.  Spring section 

represents the wrapping up of our corporate fiscal year—give our reports—win acknowledgement for 

deeds well done—install new officers. 

I am so proud of our chapter members.  We had 12 members present 

for the Section meeting.  That was more members than any other 

chapter!  I hope more of you can plan now to attend the Fall Section 

meeting to be held in Antelope Valley.  Let’s fill up some rooms.  Becky, 

Sarah, Fan and I can attest to the fun of sharing a room.  At the banquet 

that evening our chapter won the Airmarking award for large chapters.  

What else can we paint?  That was a lot of fun painting the compass 

rose on the airfield at KSNA. 

I love going to section meetings.  It is like a family reunion each time.  I 

heard even more stories that reflect the kind hearted sisterhood that 

exists among us.   

I was honored to be asked by our (now Past) Governor, Barbara to 

install the incoming officers for the Section.  I wracked my brain but 

finally became inspired and created a ceremony that will be remembered 

by at least the members installed.  Speaking of installations; I have 

asked our newly elected Section Governor, Alice Talnack to be our 

installing officer when we take office in June at the POY banquet.  But 

wait66.we haven’t been elected yet.  Watch your mail, the ballot is 

coming.  Vote and return the postcard (it will cost you 34¢ to cast your 

vote). Watch your e-mail, too.  The POY forms will be in your “in” box 

shortly. I’d like each of you to let me know what you have been doing the 

past calendar year by completing the form.  Fill up my mail box, Please.   

Life is GOOD!              IreneIreneIreneIrene             

 



Orange County Ninety Nines  Spring Section 2016  
  Chairman’s Report by Irene Engard 
 

 Achievements  
 3 members received Private Pilots license 
 8 new members 
 Celia Vanderpool – solo flight along Lewis & Clark Trail 
 Linda Abrams – Solo in Ercoupe from Torrance, CA to Sheboygan, WI and back 
 Essay Contest out to schools – Win first flight lesson + Rod Machado flying books 
  2.5 years in the making.  Sent to 3,637 households of High school students – 1378 opens – 24 click thru 

 Honors 
 Arlene Wilske won Chapter POY 
 Members in the news – Laguna Beach Independent – San Clemente Journal – CSULB Beach – Cover of April   
  AOPA Flight Training  - Surf Air Blog – Dana Point Register 
 Our chapter chosen by a TV journalist and an aviation correspondent acting as freelance journalists to film our 

 meeting at the KSNA Firestation with the goal to submit to AOPA Aviation Minute. 
 Member Pat Prentiss represented the Ninety-Nines in presenting the Katharine Wright Award jointly with 

 National Aeronautic Association 

 Community Activities 
 IFR Refresher Seminar with 55 attendees and Wings credit 
 Collected toys for Orangewood Children’s Home 
 Collected goodies for stockings for Marines, Navy & families 
 Airport Appreciation – Treats to the Tower, Fire station & Sheriff’s Post 
 Presentation to two troops of Girl Scouts 
 Held our Annual meeting in a local Art Gallery 
 Big Bear Air Fair – Ninety-Nines Booth 
 Pot luck dinner for the firemen at KSNA Fire Station on the field. (They were very late for dinner.) 

 Fly-Ins 
 Big Bear – Montgomery Field – Flabob – French Valley 

 Celebrations 
 Holiday Pot luck 
 Saturday Eat & Greet 
 POY & Installation with Governor Barbara Crooker presiding over installation 
 Hangar “Party” – Putting together 110 Goodie Bags for Spring Southwest Section meeting 

 General Meetings 
 Honoring our Mission Statement with education & camaraderie 
  Aviation movie – Air Safety meeting – Fundraising activities – Meet Rosie the Riveter 

 Aviation Activities 
 Women in Aviation 
 Oshkosh 
 International in Munich,  Germany 
 Fall Section in Santa Cruz 
 Winter workshop in San Carlos 
 Flying Magazine Expo 
 Supported Fullerton Chapter fundraiser at Wings Café. 
 Spring Section in Riverside 



Meet The “Last Rosie the Riveter” 
Wed May 11th, 6:30pm 

Mimi’s Restaurant 

6670 E. Pacific Coast Highway, Long Beach 

RSVP to Irene Engard 714-658-2624 or engards@aol.com 

During WWII most of the men in our country were taken away from their jobs in the workforce and summoned to fight 

in the war. With our working men gone, America was left in great need of production workers. When our government 

called for women to step out of their homes and into factories about 6 million women reported for duty. They were 

trained to help build aircraft, parachutes and other items needed for the war. These women became known as "Rosie the 

Riveters." 

97 year old Elinor Otto is one of the original Rosie the Riveters and built airplanes for 50 

years.  Known as the "Last Rosie the Riveter,” she stopped working at the age of 95, only 

because the Boeing plant in Long Beach shut down.   

 

Otto began working at the Rohr Aircraft Corporation in Chula Vista, California during 

World War II. She joined the war effort with her two sisters, one of whom worked with 

her at Rohr. When Otto first joined Rohr, she was 

recently single and was taking care of her young 

son.  She earned 65 cents an hour in 1942.  She 

later worked for Boeing but was laid off 6 months 

before her 50 year anniversary with the company.  

 

When asked about her favorite memories of her 

time during WWII, she responded:  “I think the feeling that we were all making 

a difference, the way we bonded together and how fulfilling it was to be 

working hard for the sake of the country, buying war bonds, the music of the 

time that lifted our spirits, the feeling of being involved in a big adventure 

together. Something else that I like to remember is the fact 

that ever since I first began working as a ‘Rosie,’ in 1942, 

I actually used a rivet gun - I resisted any suggestion that I 

switch to clerical or administrative work that was more 

typical of women's jobs. I was proud to be able to do the same highly skilled manual work as men, 

even though I was very petite. In fact, the one thing I asked that I be able to take away from 

Boeing when I left was the rivet gun that I used right up to the day I was let go. I have it displayed 

on my kitchen counter!” 

 

Elinor recently missed only 2 questions on her driver’s license renewal test. She claims that she is 

anxious to go back when she turns 100 to get another one for 5 more years.  She is most impressed 

with the GPS systems and doesn’t know how we managed without cell phones and computers. 

Elinor has outlived most of her friends, two of her sisters and her son, Ronald (named after Ronald 

Regan). Her grandson vowed to care of her and is currently doing so.  

 

See Elinor interviewed on The Today Show:  

http://www.today.com/video/member-of-rosie-the-riveter-brigade-still-going-at-93-50511939559 

 

See a little history of the Rosies and Boeing: 
 https://www.facebook.com/boeingstore/videos/1246662352028966/ 

 

Learn about the Rosie the Riveter National Historic Park: 

http://www.rosietheriveter.org/ 

 

 

Elinor, in 2013, working on the C-17 

 

 

Elinor still has the rivet 

gun she used at Boeing. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosie_the_Riveter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rohr,_Inc.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chula_Vista,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://www.today.com/video/member-of-rosie-the-riveter-brigade-still-going-at-93-50511939559
https://www.facebook.com/boeingstore/videos/1246662352028966/
http://www.rosietheriveter.org/


Save the Date 
June 15, 2016 

Pilot of the year banquet  

installation of new officers 

Where: 

Costa Mesa Country Club 

1701 Golf Course Drive  

Costa Mesa, CA  92626 

When: 

Wednesday June 15, 2016 

(3rd  Wednesday) 

Time: 

6 pm - No Host Cash Bar  

Cost: 

$40.00 

Registration will be sent Mid-May 

 and will be in June Plane Tales 

 

 



                                    Orange County Register                                    April 7, 2016  

A flight to remember: Foundation returns veterans to the skies over Orange County 
 

 
 

 

BY LOU PONSI / STAFF WRITER  
FULLERTON – Colin Jones was piloting a B-24 bomber off the coast of Germany on Dec. 22, 1943, when an enemy 

rocket hit the plane’s tail.  The explosion killed everyone but Jones and three others, who drifted to shore and were    

captured. He spent 17 months in a POW camp.  Now 94, Jones flew again in a war-era plane on Thursday, taking the 

controls to perform maneuvers in the Orange County sky.  The recipient of two purple hearts – he was also wounded at 

Pearl Harbor – Jones was among World War II and Korean War veterans who experienced flights Wednesday and 

Thursday in the open cockpit of a 1944 Boeing Stearman biplane out of the Fullerton Airport.  Most are residents of 

Rowntree Gardens, a senior living facility in Stanton.    The free flights came courtesy of the Ageless Aviation Dreams 

Foundation, an all-volunteer nonprofit from Reno, Nev., which takes veterans, mostly those who served in World War II 

and the Korean War, up in restored vintage planes.  “I just enjoyed it very much,” Jones 

said of Thursday’s 20 minute flight. “I learned to fly in one of these.” 

 

The foundation owns three biplanes that travel the nation year round, providing the gift 

of flight to those who served. A few grounded by rain Thursday afternoon will get a 

chance to fly when the foundation returns in September or October.  “The people on   

our flights have given so much to us,” said Darryl Fisher, a pilot and founder of the 

foundation. “This is just our way of saying thank you.” 

 

Notable among the veterans who flew this week was Ray “Speedy” Biel, 94,           

a member of the mission that dropped the atomic bomb over Hiroshima on           

Aug. 6, 1945.  Biel was co-pilot of the Full House, flying with six other bombers on 

the secret mission to Japan. He was tasked with checking the weather over Nagasaki, while other planes in the squadron 

flew over Hiroshima and Kokura.  A resident of the Artesia Christian Home, Biel served as co-pilot yet again for his    

20-minute flight on the Stearman Wednesday.  “Unspeakable ride,” were his first words on landing. “I shall live another 

10 years. That was fantastic.”  For Navy veteran Ed Willems, 94, Thursday’s flight was “nice and smooth.”  “Nice view 

all over,” said Willems, an aviation mechanic during the war. “It brought back a lot of memories from World War II.” 

 

World War II veteran Colin Jones checks out the view from a Boeing Stearman  as   

he gets a ride from pilot Mike Sommars on Thursday. Jones  is an army veteran who 

was shot on  Dec. 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor and then was shot down over  Germany  

and spent 17 months as a prisoner of war. Ageless Aviation Dreams Foundation,         

a nonprofit that honors  U.S.  military veterans, provided the flights out of the        

Fullerton Airport.                                                                                                        
JEFF GRITCHEN, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  

    Dr. Ray “Speedy” Biel, 94, gets his      

helmet and radio on before take off. 

            Dr. Ray “Speedy” Biel takes a lap around the plane. 

Click the link below to see video of the fun day. 

https://youtu.be/9bJNPyPZZEY 

http://www.ocregister.com/articles/war-711291-pilot-foundation.html#fancy-1
http://www.ocregister.com/reporter-profile/lou-1118-ponsi
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/war-711291-pilot-foundation.html
https://youtu.be/9bJNPyPZZEY


     

   

Since its inception in 2011, the Ageless Aviation Dreams Foundation has taken veterans on close to 1,600 flights,      

including 646 last year. Each flight lasts about 20 minutes.  Most of the passengers are now residents of senior living 

facilities, Fisher said.  In its early years, the nonprofit would reach out to those facilities for prospective passengers.  As 

word has spread of the flights, the foundation gets hundreds of requests annually.  The three planes are constantly on the 

move, handed off from pilot to pilot around the country.  Mike Sommars, 60, is an American Airlines pilot who volun-

teers to fly the Stearmam with its heroic passengers. He flew in Wednesday morning with his wife, who helped assist 

passengers in and out of the planes.  “We run into America’s finest people doing this,” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vince Van Velzer watches fellow veterans fly 

in a Boeing Stearman at Fullerton Airport on 

Thursday.   Van Velzer wasn’t able to go up 

because of the weather.   Organizers said 

he’ll have a chance to go in the fall. 

Pilot Mike Sommars takes off from the 

Fullerton Airport on Thursday as he gave 

rides to veterans in a Boeing Stearman. 

Ann Suefert gives a thumbs up as she prepares to take off     

from Fullerton Airport on Thursday.   Suefert’s husband was        

a commander of the Seabees for 25 years. 

Ann Suefert shows her excitement as she chats with pilots, 

Merilyn Chaffee, left, and Mike Sommars after riding in a  

Boeing Stearman on Thursday. 

Mary and Vince Van Velzer enjoying  the day. 



     ~   the RIGHT seat   ~ 
 

~ from the Chapter’s active   

          Flight Instructors 

4/5/2016  My student Robert Compton soloed this morning. He was SO happy. I love it!!!

CFI   Carol Bennett    

Mike Busch, UAV pilot, General Atomics, 
earned his multi-engine ATP  4/20/16 
coached by CFI Diane Myers 

Pam Hengsteler at home ~ 
~  in the RIGHT seat 

Arlene Wilske, who normally flies Captain for 
SurfAir, is riding right seat these days - 
16-year old son Joe got his learner’s permit 
And NO dual controls for Arlene! 

USAF Captain Aaron Robinson, KC-135 (B707 tanker) pilot, 
earned his multi-engine ATP    4/20/16 
coached by CFI Diane Myers 

Pam has been recuperating 
from a very bad bout of 
bronchitis, so her students 
have had to fly with  
substitute CFIs lately 

   TWO ATP checkrides in the same airplane on the same day ~ 
    A very long, tiring, but successful and rewarding day for all of us! 



 A Bigger Picture 
 

As a first timer at the SWS Flabob meeting, I must say that I really felt the sense of a larger organization. I sat at the busi-
ness meeting realizing that we were just a small portion of the massive group of ladies who share a common passion.  Not 
to mention that I learned so much more about our organization. 
 
I was so proud of Irene as our leader and what a great example she is for all of us. Her energy and enthusiasm is conta-
gious.  I overheard several women from other chapters comment on what a wonderful job she did with the goodie bags 
(they all LOVED the Barbara Crooker fans) as well as helping with registration and her presentations to the new board at 
the business meeting. 
 
Irene was given only one minute to give her report for our Chapter and had so much good news 
to share that she ran out of time. How proud she was of all of us to win the Air marking award! 
For so many of my working years I longed to attend one of these gatherings and am feeling 

blessed to have been able to finally go! I can promise you that I will be at the Fall SWS meeting  

to soak up more of this experience. 

Becky Valdez 

 

 

 

   In Spring 2016, I had the unique opportunity of attending 99's Southwest Section meeting at Flabob airport. It was such a 
wonderful and memorable experience! I have never met so many ladies and their families that had the common interest 
and passion about flying, and I had never been to such a historical airport. Thanks to Irene, Becky and Pat, I was able to 
attend the event from beginning to end!  
 
When I first arrived at Flabob airport on Saturday morning, my first impression was being amazed by both the airport but 
also by the amount of people that were there to support the event. Everything was very organized and lots of people   
volunteer for transportation and arrangement.  That made me feel instantly proud to be among the group. I loved the va-
riety of planes there at different hangers, especially the racing planes. The racing planes all looked extremely difficult to fly 
but were extremely attractive in design and color. When would I ever be able to fly one of those, I ask myself.  Admiration 
for the pilots that actually competed in those rose deeply from the bottom of my heart. Flying is not for everybody, some-
times I truly feel like it's gift. People that can fly well are undoubtedly talented, and hopefully in the near future, I will be 
one of them! 
 
I cannot wait for the next 99's Southwest Section meeting and hear more fascinating stories. On the way home, a strange 
thought came into mind. By the time when I am 65, what would the meeting be like?  
 
Thanks, 
Fan Dai 

 

 

Becky, be sure to close that 
door before takeoff! 

Fan Dai and Sarah Hufnagel  
“flying” the Ninety-Nines plane  
at Flabob! 



 

 

It's always so pleasing to fly VFR on a day like April 23rd, beautiful day to arrive at the SWS conference 
in Flabob via air along with Diane Myers and Chris Olsen. It was a very short flight since John Wayne is 
so close; one of those flights where prepping and preflighting take longer than the actual flight, but I 
can’t say that it’s not a challenge! That rocky ridge called 
Mount Rubidoux at the southeast of the airport sure keeps 
things exciting;  it even has a cross at the top you can pray to 
for a safe landing! It clearly worked and we made it down 
safely, right on the centerline of that very narrow runway,  
just in time for a picnic-like lunch with a bunch of amazing  
and great looking ladies. 
  
Everyone was walking around contemplating the aircraft 
around fun little Flabob airport, this time I got to see a Wright Flyer still being worked on, soon to be 

tested! Lunch was delicious; in this time we 
got to talk to other Ninety Nines with great 
new information for us student pilots. I can 
never walk out of a meeting without having 
learned something useful, everyone is     
always so supporting.  
  
The presentation of the agenda was shortly 

after lunch, it was a great turnout, 99s of all ages too! At least one member from most chapters      
attended. The board gave a great presentation, I was pleased to see how everyone seemed so         
involved and on the same page. We successfully went through the whole agenda, it was a very        
dynamic program. Now that I’ve seen more of the Ninety Nines I am even more convinced that this   
is a great sisterhood to belong to, there are such strong and determined women that take part in it.  

 

I notice how loyal many of these women are.  They will keep their membership in the organization 
and that is very encouraging to see for a pilot in training like me. I absolutely love the 99s! They’re 

becoming more of a family to me every time   ❤ 

 
Lena Wilson 

 

     Impressions of her first time attending a SWS Section Meeting 

“First Timers” from our Chapter:    Fan Dai, Sarah Hufnagel, Lena 
Wilson, Chris Olson, and Becky Valdez standing in the background 



   My very first memory of life was of flying with my father (a CFI) at the 
age of 2 in his Aeronca Champ in St. Paul, Minnesota.  My childhood was 
full of weekends of flying with my father, family trips in his Cessna 175, 
and attending air shows. I started taking flying lessons as soon as my feet 
reached the rudder pedals, and soloed a week after my 16th birthday.      I 
was on a path to earning my Private Pilot’s license before I graduated 
high school, but then… life just kind of got in the way.  33 years later, I am flying again and working to finally 
achieve my dream of earning my PPL. 
 
    I joined the 99s as a “66” a year ago, but have only been able to start attending functions since last December.  I 
was very excited about the announcement for the SWS meeting in Flabob, and I cleared my schedule and made 
plans to drive out for the tour, lunch and meeting on Saturday, April 23rd.  I’d never been to Flabob, but from what 
I’d read and heard from others, it was very colorful and historic airport with a somewhat “challenging” pattern due 
to Mt. Rubidoux sitting right there off of base leg.  Luck was about to smile on me, however, and I was thrilled 
when fellow 99, Diane Myers, very generously offered me a seat in her rented C-172 for the trip. 
 
    Upon arriving at the airport on Saturday morning, I learned that another OC 99, Lena Wilson, would be flying 
with us.  Not having much XC time in the past 30 years, nor any experience in the left seat of a C-172, I was happy 
to take a back seat and watch 2 more experienced pilots handle the flying and a very busy route to Flabob.  There 
were a few bumps flying over the mountains, but the day was beautiful  and hey… I was FLYING!!!   Lena made the 
most beautiful landing- a real “greaser” as my dad would say – and right down that center line.  I think she turned a 
few heads with that one! 

 
    After finding a stray piece of rope to tie down, we wandered 
through some of the open hangers and discovered a replica of the 
Wright Flyer that belonged to the local EAA chapter.  (Although it 
has taxied around the airport, they hope to have it certified to FLY 
in the not-too-distant future.)  We saw the beautiful DC-3 “Flabob 
Express” parked on the ramp, sparkling in the sun, and planes of 
all shapes and sizes lined up along the taxiway.  We enjoyed our 
lunch under the trees, enjoying each others’ company and con-
versation.  OH, and did I mention our awesome “goodie bags”? 
 

    The meeting started promptly after lunch.  As a new member, I found that attending the conference really 
helped me develop a “big picture” of what the 99s is all about.  I enjoyed hearing about what all the other chapters 
have been up to, and was so proud of our OC Chapter.   The presentations ranged from very touching, to entertain-
ing, and then just “down to business”.  Very enjoyable afternoon. 
 
    Although I am a new member, I have never attended a 99s event feeling like a stranger.  I have been warmly  

welcomed to every event, and really feel I can relax and be myself.   I feel so very lucky that I have become a   

member of this wonderful organization, full of amazing women who share this passion for flying and support one 

another so completely.  Although I miss my old flying buddy (my dad) who no longer flies and lives 2000 miles 

away, I am looking forward to a new chapter of my life in aviation,    

flying with my new friends in the 99s! 

Chris Olson 

   Chris spreads her wings with the Wright Flyer 

 



Food, Fun and Friends at Flabob!                                                                          April 22, 2016 

 

I felt like a kid on Christmas at my first ever Southwest Section meeting! I had so much fun that at the end of the day 

my cheeks hurt from smiling!    The day began with a delicious breakfast buffet at the Riverside Marriott Cafe. Fan 

and I chatted with Mt. Shasta member Barbara Boot about her aviation adventures and how the support of the 

Ninety Nines motivates students to persevere though the challenges that are common with student pilots. 

 

After breakfast, we headed to the airport. As soon as we pulled up to the ramp, I saw the exquisite Flabob Express. 

The DC-3 was sitting there, in all its glory just before us on the ramp. My eyes were the size of dinner plates when I 

saw that the cabin was open and that we were able to 

go inside. Poor Becky 

and Fan got an earful  

as I gushed over every 

single detail that I 

knew about the 

plane's     performance 

and   development.  

 

Once on board, Beth from Flabob airport told us the  

history of N103NA. The plane started its life as a  C-47 

and after the war, hosted royalty,  diplomats and celebrities. After many many flight hours, it fell in desperate need 

of repairs was rescued by a few "Flabobians" from an unimaginable fate.  The plane 

was exquisite! The interior was so lush and spacious. The lavatory was larger than 

those in most economy airliners, and the flight deck was indescribably beautiful.  

 

After reluctantly disembarking the DC-3, we wondered in to the Wright Flyer 

Restoration hanger, where we found a full-time Wright Flyer replica.  A group of 

aerodynamic geniuses and aviation history enthusiasts are working to produce a 

working replica of the original flyer.  They have conducted wind tunnel tests at NASA 

Ames Research Center at Moffett Field and their progress has featured in several documentaries. 

 

From there we relaxed and enjoyed a delicious lunch, and shortly after began the section meeting.  We got to hear 

updates from all the chapters and discussed the section's upcoming events and issues. It was so wonderful to be 

involved in the organization on a larger scale and learn about all the exciting changes that are happening.  

 

Later that evening, we all met back up at the Banquet, and were so impressed with the adorable     

centerpieces made by the  Fullerton chapter.  We all agreed that the wine cork airplanes and paper 

runways were particularly clever, and made a mental note of how to construct them on our 

own.   The meal was delicious, and the company was divine.  The best part of the dinner was when 

Irene got to claim the Airmarking award for our work on the SNA compass rose. 

 

The day was just one big, continuous stream of excitement, joy, and memories.                                                                                  

I am so grateful to have participated, and can't wait until our next section meeting in the Fall. 

Sarah Hufnagel 

 

 

 



On Thursday (3/24) Jeff and I visited the Kennedy Space Center Visitor’s 
Complex.  The Atlantis exhibit was spectacular!  (Honey, does this space 
suit make me look fat?!) 
 
On Saturday (3/26) we had the Astronaut Training Experience (ATX). The 
photo shows Jeff and I on the Microgravity Station.  Also, I was Mission 

Specialist 1 on the Mission Simulation.   
Great experience! 
 
Sunday afternoon we headed home.  We were 
delayed because a pilot was delayed.  Got home 
at 11 pm.  BUT, I was thrilled to get a picture 
with Captain Christine (also a 99!) and First 
Officer Angela back at LAX!!! 
 
Must return to the real world… 
Karen Vaughn 

                       Hi, Karen 

Sunday 3/23/2016                                                                                                                       - Karen Vaughn 
This is my first flight with real passengers: Jeff’s dad, ret. Engineer Tom Vaughn (snapping the pics) and nephew Joey.  I’m taking them on the 
Cocoa Beach/Shuttle Approach Tour.  I was checked out to fly N9265H last December. 

 

 

Karen, with co-pilot husband Jeff, getting ready to taxi at 
Space Coast Regional (TIX)  Northbound past the Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) over 

Indian River. Staying west of restricted area. 

Climb out over Merritt Island Wildlife Preserve Nephew Joey enjoyed the experience 

 



IFR REFRESHER 
presented by                            
MICHAEL CHURCH of SUNRISE AVIATION 
Sponsored by Orange County 99s 
SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 2016, KSNA 
 
Congratulations to Orange County Chapter for hosting another successful and nothing 
short of a spectacular seminar - The IFR Refresher - Presented by Michael Church of  
Sunrise Aviation.  Both topic and presenter were THE draw.  55 pilots walked away with 
knowledge and renewed application of the IFR system and it's a really good feeling when 
we host these seminars because we contribute greatly to our aviation safety and let our 
organization's presence be known. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be looking forward to two more seminars which our chapter will also host - On June 25th, 
a thorough review of the iPad and its best advantages - and on September 10th - a long 
overdue Flying Companion Seminar!! 
FCS will be presented by Jolie Lucas and Jan Maxwell of "Right Seat Ready." This will be 
a flying companion class for non-pilots who would like to be more comfortable in the 
right seat and be able to assist the pilot. 
 
We'll keep you posted as we move along. 
 
Many Blue Skies and of course, those lovely Tailwinds!! 
 
Pat Prentiss 



Off the Florida Keys, a coral cay (key) archipelago, lies along the Florida Straits 

with the Atlantic Ocean to the East and the Gulf of Mexico to the West. Key 

West is the southernmost inhabited Key. Seventy miles west of Key West lies 

the National Park, the Dry Tortugas. Fort Jefferson was built on one of the seven 

keys, Garden Key, between 1846 and 1875. Prior to the fort, in 1825, a 

lighthouse was constructed to warn ships of the shallow shoals. The fort was 

used during the Civil War to incarcerate deserters. Four men convicted of 

conspiring in the Lincoln assassination were also held at Fort Jefferson. One of 

the prisoners, Dr. Samuel Mudd was imprisoned until 1869 when he was 

pardoned by Andrew Jackson.  The fort was constructed from approximately 16 

million bricks and is the largest brick structure in the western hemisphere. 

Despite its size and the work to construct the fort, it was never completed. It is a destination 

for tourists, campers, birders (and birds), snorkelers, divers, researchers and of course, park 

rangers. The park is 100 square miles but 98 percent of it is 

submerged. We spent approximately two hours investigating the 

fort, both walking through the fort and on top of the fort (quite a 

thrill with no idiot-proof railings).  The massive cannons were 

impressive.    

Dry Tortuga National Park is accessible via ferry, charter or 

seaplane. With our love for flying, we selected the seaplane option 

and found ourselves in a 1961 DeHavilland Turbo Otter 

(N379PM) gliding 500-600 feet above the ocean. The Otter, 

piloted by Evan, offered a smooth ride and great views of the 

ocean below. While we all sported Clark headphones, only the         

pilot was privy to ATC communications.  

The Otter is a single-engine, high-wing, propeller-driven, 

short take-off and landing aircraft. The plane accommodates 

one crew member and 9-10 passengers. I was fortunate to sit 

in the right seat on the trip to the National Park but 

relinquished my seat to another passenger on the return 

flight. N379PM (SN 379) was once known as C-FNFI and came 

to Key West from Ketchikan (KTN) Alaska. Flaps and rudder 

trim were manually operated.  

Our flight to the Dry Tortugas was on April 1st. While the 

flight offered spectacular views of the keys, ship wrecks 

and even sea life, we missed the additional excitement as 

five days later, on April 6th the right float collapsed, 

resulting in an incident report but no injuries.                                                                       

There are two floats as one can see with extending                                                       

landing gear for ground landings which                                                    

is retracted for sea landings. Hopefully 

this will not hinder the awesome 

experience of flights to the Dry Tortugas.      

 

-CJ McMullin 

Our pilot, Evan of Key West 
Seaplane Adventures. 

keywestseaplanecharters.com 

Fort Jefferson on Garden Key, Dry Tortugas 
National Park. 

A local (fearless) resident of 
Garden Key looking for 

handouts. 



OUR MISSION 
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes      
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support        

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight. 

   Join us Online 
 

Chapter Website  -   http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new  
 

Facebook  -  https://www.facebook.com/oc99s 
 

  Contact the OC99s -  OCninetynines@gmail.com  
 

To a Very Accomplished Woman:  All Ninety-Nines 

 

Happy May Birthdays! 
 

             10- Mary Kohler 
    16- Celia Vanderpool 
    20- Colleen Handrahan 
    29- Diane Myers 
 
  

If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated, and please send the date to Becky Valdez, fxala@hotmail.com .                

 
 

OC 99s at Flabob:   Fan Dai *, Sarah Hufnagel *, Lena Wilson *, Chris Olson *, Becky Valdez *, Irene Engard, 
Eleanor Todd, Barbara Ward, Linda Eldridge, Shirley McFall, Diane Myers, Pat Prentiss 
                             *  First timers at a 99s Section Meeting 

http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
mailto:ocninetynines@gmail.com
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