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STOP DROP & ROLL

Calendar of Events
Oct 7 Business Mtg, Signature, 7pm
Oct 14 KSNA Fire Station
Pot Luck

6pm

Fireman Fare—

Oct 15-17 Flying Magazine Flying Expo
Palm Springs
Oct 17 Fly-in for Lunch: Casa Machado,
Montgomery Field 11:30
Coordinate with Colleen: 714-757-2051

Whats
brewing,
boys?
LET'S GET FIRED UP FOR A POT LUCK DINNER
WITH KSNA Fire Station Firemen
There will be a new level of “Hangar Flying” that you won’t
want to miss.
Time line:
Meet in parking lot by 6pm
First round of Hangar Flying—6pm to 6:45ish
Dinner together 6:45ish—More hangar Flying
Facility tour—after dinner.

Oct 22-25— SWS Section Meeting
Santa Cruz, CA
Nov 4 Business Mtg, Signature, 7pm
Nov 11 General Meeting
Celebrate our Members
Dec 13 2:00pm Holiday Luncheon
Newport Landing Save the Date

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the
International organization of women pilots that
promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing
our passion for flight.

Wondering what to bring?
Last names beginning with:
A—F...appetizer or side dish
G—L...main dish
M—R...dessert
S—Z...drinks
Please coordinate with Becky : Cell 714-306-2329 or
e-mail—fxala@hotmail.com
Just so you know—the firemen are preparing something too.
They have offered full use of their kitchen if needed.
Members with SIDA badges are needed to get us to the ﬁre
staon. Please meet in the JWA Admin parking lot (3160 Airway
Ave, Paularino/Airway, Costa Mesa) by the base of the tower to
car pool with those who have Secure Area Access. If you miss the
car pool call 949-852-3200 and someone will come to walk you
through the Paularino gate to the ﬁre staon.

Its Official—
We are legal for
another year.

Many thanks to all the members
who braved the wind and rain to
participate in our annual Meeting. I
think everyone would agree that the
setting added interest and value to
our meeting.

We had a hefty agenda, handled all the big work, enjoyed a mini tour of Munich,
the International Ninety-Nines Conference and concluded our evening by 8:30pm.
Cleaned up and out the door by 9pm.
The revised Bylaws and Standing Rules were passed after some discussion and a
couple of minor corrections. General Counsel for the Ninety-Nines, Cecile Hatfield stated “The Orange County
Chapter Bylaws and Standing Rules serve as a model of excellence. Congratulations!”
We had the pleasure of presenting the SuperStar Award to Amy Davis, acknowledging
her dedication to keeping our social media presence alive and up to date. (See more
information inside this issue.)
At our monthly business meetings (First Wednesday) we tend to be quite lonely—
sometimes only your officers in attendance. We really would love to have more
members present every month, so…...we have moved the timing of the business meeting back to 7pm. My goal is
to conclude all our necessary business within 1.5hrs. Y’all—come on down!
Be sure to mark your calendar for our November general meeting—Member Celebration Night. We will meet at
Pam Doddridge’s home. We are ordering name badges for all members who have not received one previously.
Let me know before October 15 if you need a name badge. (Replacement badges are also available for $8.50—
check payable to OC99s.)
Cheryl Cotman has graciously accepted the role of snack coordinator. We have only eight months where snacks
could be enjoyed. I provide Cheryl with a list of approximately six local members in an alphabetical rotation. Even
though we haven’t seen you for a long time, you may find your name on the list. When I was inactive with the
chapter, I generally showed up if I saw that it was my turn for snacks. We always hope you can come. If there is a
particular month that you would like to bring snacks—just let Cheryl know & we will remove you from the
rotation and add your name to that month. Generally the months needed are Sep-Oct-Nov-Jan-Feb-Mar-AprMay.
I’m looking for additional interested parties to share our love of flight with Girl Scouts on a 3rd Thursday from
4-6pm in Laguna Beach.
Thank you to all who have responded to our
request for Chapter support in the form of
$20 dues. I LOVE going to my mailbox and
finding another donation check. We are at
42% participation!
Life is good—Be well and spread the love,

Irene

How I spent my Summer Vacation!
Wed 9/16/2015 2:18 PM Karen Vaughn wrote:
I'm a Private Pilot!
I'm still numb...I passed, finally!! Thank you dear 99 sisters!! You are a great support!
-Karen
Followed by: Wed, Sep 16, 2015 4:00 pm

Thank you all for your encouragement. I've achieved my childhood goal of becoming a private pilot. It was
a great day in Riverside, after the big storm yesterday, to have the exam. Now back to reality, training for
a track meet in October, and classes at Cal Poly.
Happy Fall,
Karen

A very happy Private Pilot—
Karen, in front of the 172
she flew

On Thurs, Kim Nobles sent this text:
“They say I am now a Private Pilot”

Kim took her checkride with Lyn Carlson
at SNA
in this Evektor SportStar

(Lyn gave Kim 2 stars and a
Happy face in her logbook!)

How to find the OC99s On-Line
Irene presented the SuperStar Award to Amy Davis, for her dedication
to keeping our social media presence alive and up to date.
If you haven’t checked either of these out, please do!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

OC99s website: http:\\oc99s.sws99s.org/new
The format is slightly different on computers than it is on iPads, but there is a link to several functions available:
Being a 99, Calendar, Plane Tales (link to the last 6 months!),
Fly-ins, Heard on Frequency, Contact us, link to Facebook

=============================================================

OC 99s Facebook page: facebook.com/OC99s
***

Note—you do NOT have to log onto facebook to view these pages

You can link to several
options:
Timeline, About,
Photos, Likes, More

***

Aloha!
Before my Mom passed away this past April she made me promise that I would do something enjoyable and
restful, thus began the planning for a trip to Kona and Maui. The trip included renting a Cessna 172 and flying
the islands of Maui, Molokai and Lanai with everything around and in-between.
Starting at the top left and going clockwise I would like to share with you the flights we took and what we saw:
1 – Landing at Kalaupapa Airport on Molokai
2 – The cliff faces on NW Molokai showing where the other half of the Island slipped away into the ocean.
3—This ship was one of 22 ferrous-concrete oilers built between 1942-1944. The ship wreck is located along
the northeastern coastline of Lanai.
4—Approaching Hana Airport on the Island of Maui.
5—Along the coastline of Maui returning from Hana Airport. Rock formations offshore respresent the Statue of
Liberty, Jurassic Rock and are inclusive of beautiful arches, caves and waterfalls.
6—Our flight instructor, Brad, who just sat back and let us explore the islands.
7—Approach to Maui Airport.
8—Pineapple planation. No longer being harvested and returned to the wild. From the air it is still quite lush
and very green.
9—Reefs south of Lahaina.

The weather was perfect for this day’s excursion. And, it couldn’t have been more
enjoyable and restful.
Pat Prentiss
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I emailed member Skylar Lewis to see what she's been up to since getting her PPL last
year.
=================================================
From Skylar:
Since getting my PPL just before starting my senior year at the Thacher School in 2014,
I have graduated high school and have begun my gap year. So far I have backpacked
through Europe, Thailand and China and have spent the past month in Japan. Soon I'll be
heading back to Europe until December when I'll be returning to California until late
March. I'll be interning at Whittinghill Aerospace in Camarillo and am hoping to attend
some 99 gatherings! After my internship I'll be down in South America for a rock climbing trip along the western side of the continent for a few months. At the end of my gap
year I'll be heading off to Boston to attend MIT and am thinking of majoring in aerospace
engineering.
=================================================
Well, Skylar, there is definitely no moss growing under you! Wow! We sure look forward
to seeing you this winter. -- Diane Titterington-Machado

Skylar Lewis feeding an elephant at
a sanctuary in Thailand

Reflections~
Oh but what glorious places my eyes have beheld. Our country has so much beauty to offer us if we but
set forth and explore it.
With all of her issues, America is still the very best of all.
I so appreciate my “Mr. Adventure” and his spirit and passion for exploring the back roads and taking
the scenic drives. I know that I will never again take a trip as grand as this one I have just taken.
The Bible says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind can conceive what the Lord has in store for
those who love Him.”
I see His handiwork and creativity in the hills, mountains, colors of earth, stone walls, rivers, and huge
lakes that could be mistaken for ocean.
I see Him in the animals of all kinds, especially the Buffalo. 
I see the way He guided explorers and preserved their stories in the museums. I see Him in the
different music of our country. From the back hills banjos to the Native American flutes and drums.
I see Him in the painted mud pots and geysers and waterfalls. I saw Him in the Blue Moon over the
Hudson Bay, over battlefields and sacred burial grounds. I saw Him in the face of so many friends
gathering at a monumental brick pathway. I saw him in the Caverns far beneath the earth.
I felt Him grant safe travel for us and for His protection and guidance.
Thank you to all of you who have taken this journey with us and encouraged us all along the way.
20 states (3 of which we went through twice)
1 province (Ontario Canada)
1 district (Washington D.C.)
27 Days and 7330 miles

Road trip this summer
by Becky & Frank Valdez

Great Smoky Mountains
National Park

Grand Hotel Mackinac Island, MI

Second Battalion Fourth Marines
Commander Lt. Col Greene,
USMC Museum Quantico, VA

Sturgis 75th anniversary Rally
South Dakota

Niagara Falls
mist boat

Mt. Rushmore
South Dakota

Minute Man
Nuclear Missile
Site (AZ)

Grand Ole Opry
Nashville, TN

Graceland
Memphis, TN
Mary Kay HQ
and Museum
Dallas TX

Lewis and Clark Trail Part Two
Billings, MT to St Louis, MO or Pompey’s Pillar to the Gate Way Arch to the West
By Celia Vanderpool
Smoke. Fires. Low Visibility. Thunderstorms. Colliding frontal activity. I waited. I postponed the
departure again, then again. Finally, deciding to remove a section of the trip and focus on the checkpoints
that seemed to be in better weather, I departed early one August morning, slightly before sunrise, and
headed to Billings, MT. I left my favorite co-pilot, Skye, behind this time, because of all the instability and
unknowns; heat and the long flying days. For this portion of the Trail, I had ground support along the way.
Longtime friends from AZ, were making a business trip and family reunion holiday throughout the west. If I
could coordinate some stops, I had great companionship, evening dinners, and a car available for some of
the ground excursions to supplement the flying portions along the route. The first day and the last day,
were very long fights in less than perfect conditions.

Because the Missouri river continues to move, swell, recede, and alter course at the many confluences in
spite of human control by dams and reservoirs, human habitation along its banks is respectful, distant and
sparse. I had twenty pages of exact GPS coordinates of the geographical locations of Lewis and Clark’s
campsites. Many are now underwater, marshlands, on private land, or under concrete. The river was
much wider and flowed more strongly, two hundred years ago as compared to today.
Pompey’s Pillar outside of Billings, MT contains William Clark’s actual signature and date, carved into the
stone July 25, 1806, on their return east to report to President Jefferson from the Pacific Coast. For the
past 100 years, it was not accessible as it was on private land. When the last rancher died, he bequeathed
the site to become a permanent monument with visitor’s center, and protected the signature from weather
1

and vandals. That example of human spirit I found all along the historic trail that included Fort Manuel,
Fort Mandan, Knife River Village, Arrow Rock, Council Bluffs, the Katy Trail and many lakes, recreation
areas, dams and forts.

Near Council Bluffs, outside Omaha NB

Pompey’s Pillar and William Clark’s Autograph

In South Dakota at the conical hill named Spirit Mound, named by Native Americans who believed little
people resided there, I found a mini Australian Shepard named Sally. She took the place of Skye for a
moment, and posed for pictures. She was the only one there, (her owner was invisible) as we stood once
more, where William Clark had been, but farther east this time, and studied the geography for the best
route west. It’s so weird and fun to be flying the Trail backwards!

Spirit Mound outside Elk Point, SD

ForeFlight support- This outstanding tool has the most awesome tech support I have ever experienced.
Mid-way through the trip, I began to have problems with the VFR charts function, and yes, the subscription
downloads and updates were current. WAC and IFR functions worked perfectly, but this was a VFR trip
with several Class B Airspace areas. I emailed tech support and within an hour, had a response with a
solution. At first, I thought the solution was too complex for me, but the steps, broken down, took a few
minutes and voila! I was on my way with all sections of the program working even better than before.
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Knife Village Mandan dwelling
FBOs - Mustang Aviation in Pierre, SD is one of the best FBOs EVER! It is almost worth the fuel cost to fly
from SoCal just to have the Mustang care and experience in a beautiful facility. If you ever happen to be
near Pierre, South Dakota, Clint Peitz and his professional, fun crew will take good care of you. The
collection of FBO cars- from an old rusted out snow plow truck with a sprung hood, to a gutless but near
new dodge station wagon (obviously, they wanted pilots to fly low and slow….do they make a two cylinder
car?????) But vehicles were available; I was offered a tractor for the day, and gas prices are down though
most places are self-fuel only now. I carried a ladder in the plane for the first time, and needed it twice,
when none was available. At several stops, the FBO air conditioning was on, maybe a light, doors were
unlocked, nobody there. It’s as if there are ghostly echoes of general aviation past. Very sad.
Animals - The unexpected animal companions along the route included choruses of toad greeters at
riverside FBO’s; several different species in various states. A determined kitty loop-jumped into my car, the
plane, my lap. I think she wanted to spend the winter in So Cal rather than North Dakota. Several dogs
along the way, never on a leash, either climbed in while I was fueling, or came along as if they belonged on
the adventure, perhaps to take the place of Seaman, the Dog of Discovery for the Corps. Dragonflies
landed my shoulder or flew alongside as I walked tarmacs. Wild turkeys, geese and buffalo were daily
sightings. I began to wonder who was flying with me non-rev? Birds, in the cockpit, baggage, and chirping
alongside me on grass runways added a delightful dimension to the trip. The only scourge was the many
mosquitoes. For the first time, I didn’t mind the thick, dirty glare shield because it meant it eliminated
some of the pests on the hours of low level flying. It took a lot of work at each landing to clean off the
bugs. One FBO even offered a de-bugging service for leading edges. And wild animals are in abundance,
when you get away from SoCal. I flew over ample herds of elk, antelope, buffalo, deer, and saw many
smaller creatures in unlikely places. A raccoon in my faded red snow plow truck, for instance; I think it was
his home.
Go Pro – I’m convinced this device was made for people under 50. After struggling with several
configurations, I finally launched with a wing mount and remote control around my neck. In less than 15
minutes, a bug splatted on the lens, and there was no way for the remote, now tangled in the headset and
yoke, to clean off the bug. Next leg, I used the phone app and inside cockpit-mount, and again, splat – right
in front of the camera, on the outside of the glare shield. I moved the camera – splat again. That’s when I
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limited this – really-two-person-operation-in-an-airplane to a backup, uncongested airspace, very
occasional application, as far as photography goes. More research is to be conducted.

Purpose and People–Curiosity, love of America, and interest in discovering new connections to history gave
me focus. Some highlights of the people along the Trail include Jim, at Mandan, ND, whose kindness and
generosity more than made up for the rental car company’s failure. Armed with maps, wheels, and loads of
local knowledge, my stay in that area was rich with scenery and places I might have missed. Mary, at
Holiday Inn in Vermillion, SD, who took it upon herself, to arrange all future hotel rooms at reduced rates,
with late cancellation and upgraded rooms, just because she loved the story of the adventure. Richard, in
Weston, MO, who shared his story of participating in the reenactment of Lewis and Clark, in 2004, and all
the gifts traded between the Corps and the tribal nations. He showed me fresh water river pearls that had
such value then, and pointed out where they could be found, giving me a few to take home. Ellie, at the
Knife Indian Village who soloed a J3 cub in 1947, and can still describe that day with tears in her eyes. She
was also an uncanny historian with a wealth of knowledge of the native people from that area. Elizabeth,
who escorted me out to the Wood River Camp DuBois in the sweltering heat, to allow me a private time to
take pictures and immerse myself in the moment. There was the waitress, whose dream was to just see an
ocean, once. The line boy, who had never seen a mountain. The old man, who wanted to fly an airplane;
just a small one would be fine. Was it too late? Each small town had patriotic pride, love of country and a
story about their part in the great adventure of westward expansion. I allowed myself to get sidetracked
with others’ stories, dreams, adventures, and included a few off-the-trail-friendship stops which are an
important dimension of this trip – that of human connection.
Ground support crew – This trip would not have been possible, the way it was done, without the love and
support of Larry and Sharron Gill. Their patience with my plan, desire to see me succeed, genuine interest
in the purpose and determination to assist with good food, good sleep, and ground transportation at
several stops, has to be recognized as the most valuable asset of the trip. I deeply appreciate their
friendship.
Time, fuel and distance – Nearly 4,300 miles, 35 hours of flight time, and almost three weeks. I am so
lucky, to be able to climb in an old classic plane, and pick a fanciful route out of my imagination, conduct the
research required for a successful outcome, and fly without a calendar driving the trip. At times I felt as if
I was on a scavenger hunt though, as the self-imposed checkpoints gave purpose to each day. I haven’t
added up the receipts yet. I’ll wait until the next cycle on the credit card goes through, then take a serious
4

look at; did I lean properly??????? But for now, no corners were cut, the river was flown, the air and
ground checkpoints were made, and the people I encountered were fantastic. What I learned was
immense, and I am excited to share the refreshed knowledge as a glimpse of our past that connects us to
our present. The days alone, never felt lonely.
Yes there will be a Part III. I missed my furry co-pilot on this trip though, so he will probably be with me for
Part III when the smoke clears. To be continued…

TaaaDaaaa!

Very intense flying – and very important for our state
BOMBING FOREST FIRES. The view from the cockpit! What a lesson in coordination! Six hands,
four feet, and six eyes--all working as one! To fill the tanks, they touch down at approach speed,
open the fill scoops, add lots of power and the tanks fill in seconds. You'll see two water tank
level gauges rapidly go up.
Watch the magnitude of the flight control inputs, especially aileron, as they are maneuvering
near the fires--sometimes the pilot is literally going stop to stop. Some very impressive flying!
-- Diane Titterington

https://player.vimeo.com/video/48642618
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Non-Tower Airport Ops or… “Anybody There?”
Those of us who have been flying for quite some time have often
been to “uncontrolled” or “non-tower” airports. There are a
number of them in the SoCal area including Santa Paula,
Fla-Bob, Redlands, Big Bear, Fallbrook and Corona. As it
happens, I was based at Corona for about 15 years. It has no
tower, and was unfortunately in the news some years back for a
very nasty mid-air that killed not only the occupants of the 2
aircraft but also someone on the ground. For those who regularly
fly at Van Nuys, Burbank, Santa Monica, Whiteman or Camarillo, it’s easy to get
used to having the tower controllers there to help point out traffic and direct your
taxiing, take-offs, and landings. Below are some things you might want to think
about before you head to a non-tower airport – especially if
you’ve never been there before!
1. Watch for traffic! This is ultimately the very most
important rule in any traffic pattern, but especially when
there is no tower to coordinate traffic. All eyes in the
airplane should be scanning for other aircraft.
2. Be aware that radio broadcasts are not required at non-tower airports. An aircraft
in the pattern and not talking on the radio is perfectly legal. Another reason to
keep your eyes open! Obviously, radio broadcasts help, but not everyone will
make them, nor are they required. A good case in point is Santa Paula airport,
where there are all sorts of antique airplanes that have no electrical system
installed. Of course, there’s the other extreme, too, where some guy in the pattern
is using the radio so much, you can’t get a word in edgewise to let him or anyone
else know where you are.
3. Circle overhead on arrival, especially if you are unfamiliar or unsure where the
other traffic is. I’d recommend that you maintain at least 1500' AGL (pattern
altitude + 500 feet) while circling.
4. Check for segmented circle and windsock / wind tee / tetrahedron for
pattern and runway in use. Be aware that they may be hard to find,
or may be inaccurate. A wind tee is sometimes tied down at the tail
and used to indicate runway landing direction. If the wind has
shifted, it may be pointing the wrong way. (I actually saw this at
Agua Dulce once a long time ago.)
5. Look for other wind indicators such as flags, trees, blowing dust, to verify the
windsock indications.
6. Cross over the runway at 90° and watch to see what happens to your ground
track. This will help you determine the wind direction.
7. Do not blindly trust the person who may be monitoring the Unicom frequency and
responding to radio calls for information. That person may not have looked
outside lately, may not be a pilot, etc. Double check for yourself! If the airport
has an AWOS (Automated Weather Observation Station) listed, tune in and get the
latest information.
8. Check for other traffic in the pattern to see which way they are flying. They may
not be doing it the way you expect. Nice, neat, standard traffic patterns are not

required by regulation, but are recommended in the AIM, and also by common
sense, and general expectations.
9. Do fly the “Standard Pattern” for the airport. Other traffic is
not going to be expecting you to do a straight-in landing - even
if you are in a fast twin, you do not have the right-of-way (in
fact, it's just the opposite – slower traffic has right-of-way over
faster).
10.Enter downwind on a 45° and fly the pattern as published.
If no TPA (Traffic Pattern Altitude) is available to you, assume 1000' AGL. This
will help with noise abatement and also in spotting potential traffic conflicts.
11.Look for traffic in the opposite direction on final. An aircraft with no radio may
not have heard your broadcasts and if the wind is calm, might just have decided
to land the other way.
12.Broadcast intentions and airport name. Start and end your broadcasts with the
name of the airport so there will be no confusion on the Unicom frequency as to
which airport you are referring to. Frequencies aren’t as doubled up as they used
to be, but at Corona, you can often hear the traffic at Catalina because they’re
both using 122.7. Keep your communication short and to the point, too. If there
are a lot of airplanes in the area, everyone will appreciate it if you use the KISS
(Keep It Short and Sweet) principle. 
13.State your position accurately. Don't report over someplace you passed or haven't
reached yet. Check your VFR chart to see what the usual reporting points might
be for that airport - they'll be marked with little flags and the name of the point.
14.Check the pattern before takeoff - If you cannot see 360°, circle the
aircraft all the way around in the run-up area so you can
see the upwind, downwind, base and final legs of the
pattern. Watch for traffic landing in the opposite
direction while climbing out.
15.Do Your Homework First - Look up the frequency(ies) for the airport BEFORE you
go. These are on charts, in the Airport Facilities Directory, and also in some of the
commercially available flight guides. Make a note of anything unusual. Have the
Unicom frequency, TPA, Lighting info, runway length, etc. in a place where you
can see them quickly, in case things get suddenly busy and you have to look for
traffic instead of info.
Have a SAFE flight! 
Claudia Ferguson
Safety Chairman
San Fernando Valley 99s

© 2015 CK Ferguson

Happy October
Birthday
7th
7th
8th
18th
19th
29th
31st
31st

Lois Dillman
Marci Mauthe
Eleanor Todd
Shirley McFall
Arlene Wilske
Patty Murray
Becky Valdez
Tashi Singh

If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated,
and please send the date to Becky Valdez at: fxala@hotmail.com

OUR MISSION
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

Join us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com

