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September 2015
Calendar of Events
Sep 2 Business Meeting, Signature 5:30pm
Sep 9 Annual Business Meeting
Showcase Art Gallery
South Coast Plaza Village
3851 S Bear St. Ste B-15
Santa Ana
Lots of Fun in Store!
Sep 16—29 Reno Air Races
Oct 7 Business Meeting, Signature 5:30
Oct 14 General Meeting—Jeff Rountree
JWA Admin Bldg—with SoCal Pilots and
Long Beach 99s
SWS Section Meeting, Santa Cruz, CA
Oct 22—25, 2015

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the
International organization of women pilots that
promotes advancement of aviation through
education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing
our passion for flight.

This is our Annual Meeting as stated
in our bylaws. Yep—this is the time
we get to take care of the business
of our chapter. Got some special treats in store for
you.
Unique location—We will have the whole
Showcase Art Gallery to ourselves. Its in South Coast
Plaza Village, on the Bear Street side behind Corner
Bakery. Look for the Blue awning and our banner.
Your voice is heard—You have your say in how
our chapter is organized. Check your e-mail for your
copy of the proposed Bylaws and Standing rules.
Print & bring to the meeting (I will not have extra
copies).
Group discussion—what do you want to do as
a chapter this fiscal year?
Serious stuff—or as a friend of mine said “Big
Work” but I am determined to keep the FUN in the
fundamentals of our chapter.
We have camaraderie like no other. You
absolutely need to clear you calendar and arrive
before the meeting starts.
6:30 Snacks & Yaks (aka Hangar flying)
7:00ish Meeting
Irene
We can thank the following members for the Snacks:

Carol Bennett, Heather Bradley, Trudy Briscoe,
Suzanne Casey, Kelly Chapman-Mitchell,
Cheryl Cotman, and Amy Davis
Please coordinate your Snacks with Cheryl Cotman
949-723-1097

Hot August Days & Nights!
Yipes, I’ve lost my head….
and found a couple.

What a quick summer. Now it is back to school, back to work, back to rou&ne uninterrupted by guests and
fun adventures.
A good &me was had by all at our Meet, Greet and Eat mee&ng on Saturday August 22. It was hot but not as
hot as in Cancun or Acapulco. Those who were unable to make it missed seeing Hilda Hill, Karen Vaughn ,
Melody Liddell, Alex DePue and about 10 more members. Karen agreed to take me along with her on her
check ride (OK….my fan face). I’m looking forward to the adventure. Day&me mee&ngs and Saturday
mee&ngs allow some members to a8end who might not like night driving or mid–week evening mee&ngs.
Lena and I are so pleased with the response to support our chapter through dues dona&ons. Thank you,
thank you, thank you.
Just to clarify—our “Year” runs from June 1 through May 31. Dues are oﬃcially due on June 1 of each year.
Since June is also the month in which I am hoping that you are commi@ng dollars to a8end the POY
banquet, we will wait un&l July to remind you if you have not already contributed. Once a month Lena will
send e-mail acknowledgements for dues dona&ons. We will not be publicizing who has paid. Currently we
have 74 members and 29 have been able to support the chapter—that is 39% of our membership. I’m
looking for 50% or more par&cipa&on. So if your budget allows it, send a check payable to OC 99s to me at
the address listed on your postcard (or look it up in the directory or e-mail me for the address). You also
have the opportunity to donate through our web site:
h8p://oc99s.sws99s.org/new/
I’m looking forward to our oﬃcial Annual
Mee&ng September 9 at a unique loca&on.
In addi&on to taking care of the business of
our chapter, I have some other fun stuﬀ in
mind.
Looking forward to seeing you soon,

Irene

Our treasurer, Lena Wilson, turned 21! on June 12th.

Happy Belated Birthday!

When Lena’s li:le sister & brother visited from Mexico recently,
they got a real treat: Lena took them for a sightseeing ﬂight along
the coast. Andrea is 9 and Oliver is 12. “It was fun! They really
enjoyed it, I was happy to take them up.”

Excerpts from Lena’s bio printed in the May Plane Tales:
I have been interested in airplanes for many years thanks to my dad; the man is not a pilot, but he can
tell you any kind of informa!on on avia!on, and he just makes it sound like the most amazing thing.
My ﬁrst ﬂight in an airplane as the PIC wasn't un!l 2011, when in one of my high school classes we had
a project that consisted of making a dream come true. I came to California all the way from central
Mexico to a ﬂight school in Long Beach for an introductory ﬂight. So much excitement took over me on
the way there. I didn't know what to think, I just wanted it to be and feel as I had always imagined. I
will never forget the moment when we slowly pulled the yoke back on the runway. The takeoﬀ felt
surreal, "Someone pinch me please!" This ﬂight made me completely embrace the world of avia!on.
A4er gradua!on I came back to SoCal for ﬂight lessons at KSNA, where I successfully got my PPL last
August, 2014. The 99's have been very suppor!ve and encouraging since I started.
My favorite place to ﬂy in is Catalina Island with my family. Didn't see whales, but got to see some
pre:y serious buﬀalo. Fun !mes.
I've ﬂown there twice. Both !mes we had lunch at Blue Water on
the main street in Avalon. We take the shu:le down from the
airport, and the drive is real pre:y and fun! We walk around town
a4er lunch and grab some ice cream before heading back to the
airport.
We'll deﬁnitely make this trip more o4en now! It's been very
pleasant and fun.

It’s fun to share Lena’s
excitement about flying!

My Summer Story
For my Summer Adventure, I flew my little 1946 Ercoupe from L.A.
(KTOA) to Sheboygan, Wisconsin (KSBM), and back! Attended the
Ercoupe National Convention, and then spent 2 days at Oshkosh
before returning. I was solo the whole way.
Route: The first question I get asked about this trip has been, “How did you get over the Rockies?”
I didn’t: I went around them to the North. Route: KTOA to Henderson, NV. Then followed Hiway 15
northeast to just east of Salt Lake City, turned right & flew almost straight east.
Weather: I had planned this route over a year ago for the 2014 Ercoupe National, but that trip got blocked
by thunderstorms throughout the Midwest and was scrubbed. I frankly did not expect to get all the way to
Wisconsin this year — in fact, I’d made back-up commercial flight reservations on Southwest — but I
obsessed on checking wx several times a day and the wx kept opening up along my route, so I kept
going! I had strong tailwinds most of the way there>but that then translated into strong headwinds nearly
all the way home.
How Long It Took: the outbound portion took approx. 20 hrs. of flying
time in my Ercoupe, broken up into 2 long days + 3 half-days. The
return trip took ~24 hrs. of flying time, due to the headwinds (spread
over 3 full days + 3 half days). Plus I flew ~2 hrs. while at Ercoupe
National Convention (it is the 75th Anniversary of the Ercoupe type,
and we had around 70 Ercoupes, Aircoupes (and their later progeny)
on the field at KSBM; over 75 at OSH.)

Arrival at KSBM—one tired pilot!

Lessons Learned:
1. It is really, really true that when flying in the mountains you want to fly AT
DAWN, when the air is smoothest. Trying to fly throughout the day put me into
fighting-the-yoke turbulence, was tiring, and much less fun than flying in
smooth air. It didn’t really get drummed into me that the time of day — not the
location — was the controlling factor, until the day I left Ft. Bridger, WY, at
dawn, flew along by Salt Lake down to Spanish Fork, UT, smoothly enough,
but then a 2nd leg to Cedar City, UT: the first leg was smooth enough to
Dawn, Ft Bridger, WY
enjoy the scenery, but the 2nd leg much more bumpy, and very tiring. I had
planned a 3rd leg, to Henderson, NV, for that afternoon, but when the FBO at Cedar City said that it had
been smooth every morning at dawn, I decided to spend the night there and fly at dawn instead. What a
difference! I had arrived at Cedar City tired & stressed, but dawn in the same area felt like I was in a
totally different environment: the air was still and the flying much smoother.
2. Strong tailwinds may be great for speeding things up, but can result in just as much turbulence as
strong headwinds.
3. Headwinds can turn a 2.5 hr. leg into a 3.5 hr. leg, which can result in a Low
Fuel Condition. Especially up in Wyoming, where airports with fuel are few & far
between.
4. Some fellow Ercoupers had expressed concern to me about Density Altitude
at high, hot airports. However, this did not turn out to be as big a problem as I
expected: my Ercoupe is light and I am light, so I
did not have any trouble getting off the runway
Finally—smooth air over
on 2 occasions when D.A. was 9600’ and 9200’
Nebraska
respectively. I was off in less than half of their
~7000’ runway, though thereafter it did take some climbing s-turns or
circling up to gain the altitude I wanted.
Pass by Heber City, UT

Lessons Learned:
5. In terms of flight planning, a long cross-country really is just a bunch of short cross-countries strung
together but NOT in terms of personal energy. Flying 3 legs in a day, or even 2 legs when there was
turbulence, tired me out enough that I sometimes skipped going out to dinner, just ate a snack from the
cooler, and went right to bed to study the next day’s wx.
6. Despite being a clothes horse, I learned that I can nevertheless survive an 18-day summer trip on just
my rollaboard packed with 5 pr. lightweight pants, 5 tank tops, 2 long-sleeved shirts, 2 nighties, underwear
& toiletries — and do laundry at hotel stops. The rollaboard rode belted into my px seat with the shoulder
harness.
7. FBOs throughout the Mid-West were amazing (with 1 exception): friendly, helpful with hotel
reservations, generous with lending free use of a courtesy car, and all-but-1 were willing to help fuel so
that a small, tired lady did not have to wrestle with the big, stiff fuel hose reels.
8. I know we all have busy lives & schedules & limited time for this kind of jaunt, however, I would
recommend that for long-distance flying like this, avoid doing it with any kind of time pressure, either to
reach the outbound destination on time for an event, or to get home by any particular date. It would have
been much more relaxed with a couple more days’ “elastic” in the plan.
I hope these Lessons Learned help someone else contemplating a loooong cross-country Adventure!
Linda Abrams

Mountains south of Cedar City, UT

Over the northern Mississippi, westbound

How many Ercoupes at Oshkosh?

Count the tails and divide by two.

The simplistic two-axis system (wheel only, no rudder pedals because the rudder was interconnected to the ailerons
for "always coordinated" turns) was the initial design concept for the Ercoupe, but offered as one option, not as the
only configuration.
The 415- C and - CD models have a gross weight of 1260 lbs and therefore may be flown by pilots with only a
sport pilot certificate. It is the only standard category aircraft to meet these requirements that is not a taildragger.

BIG BEAR
AIR FAIR
Sat. Aug 15
Marikay Lindstrom & Bill Linder drove up to Big Bear on Wednesday, Patty & Peter Murray & Colleen
Handrahan drove up Thursday, Celia Vanderpool & Linda Eldridge flew up Friday morning in Celia’s 180,
Diane & Ralph Myers flew up in their 414, arriving in time for brunch. Saturday morning the others drove up.
On Friday afternoon Bill & Marikay took 4 of us for a nice cruise around the lake so that we could each select our
vacation home.
Patty & Colleen organized the Ninety-Nines information booth once again, and Celia & Diane
commandeered the "furniture" for the booth: table, chairs, canopy, and sandbags Saturday morning.
Irene's likeness watched over the booth.
During the day at least one 99 "manned" the booth, answering questions: "What is the Ninety-Nines?"
No signups, but we educated a lot of people.
Helping out in the booth were Linda Eldridge, Ewurabena Mensa-Wood, Melody Liddell, and our newest
volunteer, Alex DePue, who plans to start her flight training this fall. Susan Theurkauf (San Gabriel Valley 99)
was at the east end of the display line, having flown up from Brackett in a T-34.
Peter Murray & grandson Mitchell were Air Boss the entire day, from 6am—closing at 6pm, keeping the airplanes
separated from each other - NO collisions. Ralph helped to spot traffic in the pattern.
The finale was the departure of the warbirds, who all made nice low and NOISY passes to show off!
Saturday evening the Big Bear Pilots Association hosted a Mexican BBQ. Note the innovative bar, held up by
ironing boards (good use for them!).

Air Boss Peter and
Assistant Air Boss Mitchell

Thoughts on Takeoffs
Off we go, into the wild blue yonder… or do we?
I’m sure your CFI told you at one time or another that takeoff is one of the most critical phases of flight. The
aircraft is close to the ground at high power and low airspeed. Should something go amiss, there is little, if any,
time for decision making. Please allow me to suggest a few things to think about before your next takeoff.

The Mythical “180”

I’ll bet that you and your CFI also discussed what happens if you try to make a “180” after you’ve left the ground,
but still haven’t gained the “necessary altitude” (as in at least 500’ AGL). That turn back to the
runway is not a simple “180” at all. A “180” turn would look like a “U” and put you at an
offset to the runway you just left. (Even if you’ve got parallel runways, such as at VNY, using
the other runway is most likely not going to work, as there’s probably some other aircraft
involved.) You’ll need at least another 90°- so your turn is shaped like a tear drop - in order
to make it back to the runway. Unless you’ve got at least 500 feet of altitude to work with,
you’ll never make that complete turn around.
Just try it sometime when you’re up practicing and see for yourself. At a nice, safe altitude, put the aircraft in a
takeoff attitude with full power and takeoff airspeed (also any flaps and gear). Then, bring the throttle to idle, get
the nose down and the airspeed to best glide speed and make a 270° turn. If you can do it with less than a 500
foot altitude loss, you’re an exceptional pilot!
The alternative you have at less than 500’ AGL is to find someplace to land that’s ahead or, with luck something to
the side. Have you ever really looked at what’s off the end of the runway you’re using? Could you land there?

Whoa Nellie!

Another thing you might want to find out about is the “accelerate / stop” distance for your aircraft. This is
something that multi-engine pilots learn, and I’ve never seen it for single engine aircraft. I believe it is worth
consideration. This distance is the length of runway that it takes to accelerate to rotation, abort the takeoff, and
brake to a stop. Knowing how far down the runway that is could potentially eliminate some critical moments of
indecision in case of trouble on takeoff. Many a takeoff overshoot has been caused by an inability to make a
timely abort decision. You might also get a better idea of whether you’ll get into your safety margin if you accept
a midfield departure. If it’s a hot day and you’re near max gross weight, you might want to start from the end.
How can you find out what that “accelerate / stop” distance is? Well, there are several factors that affect this,
such as density altitude, runway condition and slope, wind direction and velocity. However, you can get a pretty
good idea by just going to your POH and getting the information on takeoff ground run and landing ground roll.
For a Cessna 172, the “accelerate / stop” distance is about 1350 feet for max gross weight on a standard day, no
wind, at sea level. That goes up by 60% to 2215 feet when the density altitude reaches 7,500 feet. I personally
would also recommend adding a “safety margin” of about 10% - those POH numbers are the results of tests by a
professional test pilot and I know I’m most likely not quite up to those standards!
Let me encourage you to practice this sometime when you have a nice long runway in front of you and a little
extra time. It’ll give you some more knowledge that might help you should you ever have to quickly decide
whether your takeoff can be stopped safely or whether you should continue and then come back around to land.

Have a safe flight, and always try to keep the number of takeoffs equal to the number of landings! 
Claudia Ferguson
Safety Chairman, San Fernando Valley 99s
© CK Ferguson 2015

SUMMER MEMORIES

Wow! No Couch Potatoes
in this Bunch!!

View from the Right Seat
Flying around the pattern for 20L at KSNA Tuesday, Aug 25, I got a great view from
the right seat of a 172—the beautiful compass rose repainted by the painting team of:
Irene Engard, Becky Valdez, Shirley McFall, Lena Wilson, Pat Prentiss, Jennifer Allen,
Cynthia McMullin, Alexandria Culp, Amanda Swain, Sarah Hufnagel, Lina Shi,
Caroline Kinsbergen, Barbara Ward and our three Fullerton Chapter members, Vikki
Mena, Jamie Tanabe and Cheri Rhynard.
We can all be very proud of this!

Happy September Birthday to Helen Ehnem
Sept 5
(If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated, and please send the date to Becky Valdez, fxala@hotmail.com)

OUR MISSION
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support
while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight.

Join us Online
Chapter Website - http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/oc99s
Contact the OC99s - OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com

