
 Chairman:  Irene Engard OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com Secretary:  Carol Bennett 
 Vice Chair: Becky Valdez Treasurer:  Lena Wilson

OC99s website:  www.oc99s.sws99s.org/new  OC 99s Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/OC99s 

Calendar of Events 

Aug 5  Business Meeting, Signature 5:30pm 

Aug 15  Big Bear Air Fair 
(Featuring Peter Murray as Air Boss!) 

Help wanted—Apply within 

Aug 22 General Meeting 

Meet — Greet — Eat at  
Acapulco Restaurant, Costa Mesa 

Sep 2 Business Meeting, Signature 5:30pm 

Sep 9  Annual Business Meeting 
Showcase Gallery 

South Coast Plaza Village  
Lots of Fun in Store! 

SWS Section Meeting, Santa Cruz, CA 

Oct 22—25, 2015 

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the  
International organization of women pilots 
that promotes advancement of aviation 
through education, scholarships, and mutual 
support while honoring our unique history 
and sharing our passion for flight. 

   August 2015 

August 22 at 11:30 for lunch 

1262 SE Bristol St 

Costa Mesa, CA 

714-754-6528 

Please RSVP to Becky Valdez—

fxala@hotmail.com 

Call or Text—cell 714-306-2329 

We will meet on the patio.  It may 

feel like you are in Acapulco so dress 

accordingly.  Or if you have one of 

Irene’s fan faces—

bring it to keep you cool.  

www.oc99s.sws99s.org/new
www.facebook.com/oc99s


Welcome to the new 99s year!  We are off and running with a couple of new board members and lots of great enthusiasm.  I felt 

that enthusiasm clear over in Germany, while represen�ng our chapter at our Interna�onal Conference.  Where ever you travel 

you will always find a flying friend in our Ninety-Nines members.  I have added many more acquaintances and friends to the list 

of members I look forward to seeing at Sec�on and Interna�onal events. 

Our long term friendships create a camaraderie like no other.  There is a risk—the risk that in our excitement to see our friends, 

we uninten�onally ignore our newer members who have not yet had the opportunity to forge those deep friendships.  I share 

this with you because I have a,ended events where I did not feel connected to the group.  There have been �mes, when I felt 

like my presence was not embraced.  Fortunately for me, I have the personality that allows me to be bold and make my way into 

any circle (are you surprised?).  I love our group and all the members but not all members are comfortable being bold.  My desire 

is that every member feel connected and that their presence is welcomed and acknowledged.  Friendship—that’s what its all 

about.             IreneIreneIreneIrene 

Me & Ann Sanchez (Monterey Bay) 

Jerry Anne Jurenka (Texas Dogwood), Me, Ursula Hammer (German 

Sec�on), Raziel Shams (Iran) & Alia Al Twal (Jordan) - both in Arabian 

Sec�on.  Alia received the Award of Inspira�on. 

Ber�e Duffy, Maureen 

Kenny (both San Fernando 

Valley) & Michaele Serasio 

(Monterey Bay) enjoyed 

Tannheim Airfield—Flying 

in Bavaria. 

First Timers 

Inna Frolova (Russian Sec�on) , Kira (guest-Russia), Michaele Serasio 

(Monterey Bay) & Irina Bubynina (Russian Sec�on) at Neuschwanstein Castle. 



My First Internaonal Conference  

--Trip to Munich  

By Blair (Bo) Hu 

Germany, Munich, the first internaonal conference that I a ended as a member of 99s. I took 10 hours 

of flight and arrived in Munich.  I did not feel even a li le jet lagged due to my excitement.  In the first day I 

went to the airport where we could fly.  I did the glider flight.  This was my first experience of flying a glider, 

and I felt really good.  When the glider was flying in the blue sky, I felt peaceful and free.  It was a great 

feeling and it confirmed my confidence to fly in the future.  

In May of this year, I got a student pilot cerficate, and the same day I joined the 99s; the Internaonal 

Organizaon of Women Pilots.  This organizaon has an important posion in the world.  I am in Orange 

County Chapter of the Southwest Secon.  Now I Feel that I belong to somewhere, and I am not alone. 

 During this trip to Munich, the 99s members helped me a lot.  I could feel the passion, not only from 

the flying but also from life.  The first day, when we went flying, we finished very late.  A German member of 

99s drove us to the hotel.  Along the way there was a very happy chat, as if we were a family.  When I was 

flying they loaned me a hat.  At dinner, many pilots told me about their flying life of many years.  We talked 

about the blue sky dream and flying experience.  They also told me a lot of flight details and encouraged me 

to do my best.  They told me not to worry about my English and not to feel sorry to ask “say again” when I 

am flying.  At this meeng, I had my first opportunity to exercise the right to vote and voted on the elecon 

of a new leadership.  The conference organizaon is very serious, which makes me admire the women pilots 

from all over the world.  As a Chinese Cizen, I also helped the Chinese secon governor to bid for the 2020 

Internaonal Conference in China. We are hoping to make the 99s organizaon bigger and bigger through 

our efforts.  

I grew up in China.  When I was in college I began to dream of flying.  I am a movie director and drama 

producer.  Two years ago, I immigrated to the United States.  By chance this year, I met Lina Shi.  She was a 

member of 99s, Orange County Chapter.  Because of her help, I began a process in the United States to learn 

to fly.  I also joined the organizaon with the hope that I can go farther and farther in the flight path.  

 Author-Blair Hu, Orange County, Ida Zhang, China Secon, Lina Shi, China Secon, Michaele Serasio, Monterey Bay  & Irene Engard, Orange County 



Wish you were here! 



Pa�y Murray and Diane Myers with a                       

special appearance by Irene Engard! 

A whole booth-full of Ninety-Nines! 

Diane & Ralph Myers’ beloved HB  

happy on the ramp. 

Rod Machado and 

Diane Ti�erington-Machado. 

Ralph Myers, Pa�y Murray, Diane Myers, Celia Vanderpool,  

Granger Haugh and Peter Murray watching the                            

Monday a,ernoon air show. 

 Click on the link to see video of the crea.ve campers! 

  h�ps://youtu.be/PZSMuhLmsHU 

https://youtu.be/PZSMuhLmsHU


 

Irene sure gets around!   She flew to Oshkosh for the airshow this year, in cool air conditioned comfort in the back of the 

Myers’ C414.     

 

Legs:    CRQ—Farmington, NM   KFMN  495nm   106.4 @ 6.47  

FMN—La Junta, CO KLHX   238  40.7 @ 4.45 

La Junta—York, Ne   KJYR   322  84.7 @ 3.95 

York—Monroe, Wisconsin  KEFT   374  79.2 @ 4.38 

Monroe—Oshkosh   KOSH    94  21.5 @ 5.29 

Oshkosh—Ainsworth, Nebraska   KANW  506  117.3 @ 4.64 

Ainsworth—Rock Springs, Wyoming   KRKS 408  93.2 @ (5.30—60 cent Osh discount!) 4.70  

RKS—Tonopah, Nev   KTPH   426  103.1 @ 4.87 

Tonopah—Salinas   KSNS    231  53.8 @ 5.13 

SNS—CRQ     300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farmington, NM—Atlantic Pilots need fuel too! 
Parmesan chicken over the Rockies 

      Patty Murray, Irene, Diane Myers at La Junta, Colorado 
                    . . .   it’s only 96 degrees on the ramp! 

Diane & Patty hold the chocks for Irene Monroe, Wisconsin—
waiting for the Murrays 

  Patty, Irene, Diane after preflight 
                    at Oshkosh 

  Ainsworth, Nebraska—windy! 

Pilots refueling in Rock Springs 
            Tonopah, Nevada 

Irene supervising the preflight at    
     Salinas for the flight home 



    
         Submitted by Celia Vanderpool 

The first part of June, I saddled up the old Cessna 180, loaded the back for a long trail ride, leaving room for 

my 50 pound four legged copilot and all his gear, and headed North East. We dodged some weather and 

arrived at Jan Peterson’s place in Boise, Idaho.  It was sure nice of Jan to move to a half way stop for cross 

country trips!  Two weather days kept us visiting, then a weather window opened briefly, and I headed out 

over the jagged, raggedy Sawtooth Mountains of Idaho into the Bitterroot Valley in Montana, and to my 

childhood chum, Elloie Jeter.  Skye, my copilot, was docent for Elloie during a three day event of artists 

open studio tour along the Bitterroot, where she is one of the featured artists. In addition, he also had new 

chores of feeding horses, keeping marmots out of the hay barn, keeping baby calves out of the pasture, and 

counting Monarch butterflies on the lilacs and iris.  It was a perfect working vacation for an Aussie Dog.  

 

After the show, we took off on day trips in the 180 from Stevensville airport, 32S, and rediscovered parts of 

the Lewis and Clark trail.  These adventures led us to a University of Montana retired professor, who wrote 

the centennial book on the way west.  We were in awe as a day unfolded listening to, and talking with, Dr. 

Joseph Musselman, now in his 90’s, who referred us to other people involved with the Smithsonian’s’ re-

enactment of the trail, and the story gets much longer.  But not here.  We flew most all of the Idaho and 

Western Montana portions of the trail, and I will call that Part One, even though it is the midsection of the 

entire route.  We finished our history discovery flying at Dillon, MT where Skye climbed up on the same 

rocks as William Clark, and looked west, seeing which route may be towards the Pacific Ocean and home.  

We were gone almost three weeks.  This trip will be continued. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 The DC3 arriving from KRIR Riverside, CA at DS2, Geneseo, New York - notice the authentic fuel truck – whatta ride!  

Right after the 4th July, my old fly buddy Maddog, (Mary Dodson) and I took off out of KRIR on the Flabob 

Express DC3 with a total of 9 people, all pilots.  We each took turns at the controls flying low level across 

the whole of America, again dodging weather.  BUT one night was in Livingston, Iowa, home of Jonathan 

Livingston Seagull.  More symbolism.  We arrived in Geneseo, New York, in time for the Greatest Show on 

Turf, landing on the grass runway hoping we didn’t sink in after recent heavy rains.  That event included 

several days, a re-visit to the Glenn Curtiss Museum in Hammondsport, local waterfalls, country roads and 

lots of cool airplanes and people.  A different crew arrived to take the plane towards Oshkosh, so we drove 

over Niagara Falls (not really) and took the route across Canada east to west where an unexpected highlight 

was the fantastic Canadian Bushplane Museum in Sault St Marie.  Then we re-entered the US over the 

Mackinac Bridge to the coastal road of western Michigan, and then took the SS Badger Ferry across the lake 

to Wisconsin.  We loaded up 16 people from South Africa at the Kenosha WI airport, who had chartered the 

Flabob Express just for 30 minutes to arrive at OSH in an American warbird.  They were beyond excited, 

even after 46 hours of travel!!!  So we were bumped again, but it was a good bump.  Next was OSH, and 

many people will write their own story?  It was fun to see new and old friends, Peter and Patty, Diane and 

Ralph, Di and Rod, Pat, from our chapter, and spending full days ambling about with total aviation 

immersion.  Then an opportunity came along I couldn’t pass up.  A cute little fast jet with an empty seat, 

going from Appleton WI to Riverside, CA,  of all places, where the car was waiting.  Unbelievable.  I just had 

to do it.  And Part Two of the Lewis and Clark trail from Three Forks MT to St Joseph, MO, lies just ahead, 

pre-flight planning is for a mid-August departure.  I don’t think I’ve ever criss crossed this country before in 

such a short period of time, in such a variety of airplanes.  It’s a good summer with wings.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Flabob Express at Oshkosh – oops a prop is missing – another story! 

 

 

                                             Happy South African guests flying from Kenosha, WI into Oshkosh for the airshow 

  



Post-Flight Check, or How To Make Your NEXT Pre-Flight Easier 
 
We’ve all heard the old adage about “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” and this Safety 
message is all about thinking along those lines.  If you’ve been flying long enough, you’ve no doubt had 
to scrub a flight because you got out to the airplane and found a “no-go” item.  �  Post-flight 

inspections are admittedly something of an extra bother, but let me 
encourage you to think about a few of the things in this outline.  You might 

just preclude finding a “no-go” that would affect your next pre-flight. 
 
Why a POST-flight check?  I’ve listed a few good reasons, and I’ll bet you’ll be 
able to think of a few more after you’ve read them.  The first is to prevent the 

urge to go from being stronger than the urge to have something fixed the next 
time you’re getting ready to leave.  After a flight, there may be more time to go over the airplane than 
before when pilots can be in a hurry to pre-flight, get the weather and go.  You don’t want to find 
yourself in a tight spot because you told yourself something like “I don’t really need that for this flight”.  
Another reason is that corporate, military and airline pilots have been doing post-flight inspections for 
years.  The best time to talk to a mechanic about a problem is when it’s fresh in your mind - right after 
you land.  It will also give you the maximum amount of time to take care of any significant problems 
before the next flight.  The last reason I’ll give is that it’s a good way to protect yourself if you’re a 
renter.  You will know what you did and did not do to the airplane if a question comes up later about 
damage, etc.  The FBO will appreciate knowing about any “squawks” sooner rather than later. 
 
Below are a couple of checklists you might want to consider.  They are pretty detailed, but you can 
tailor them for the airplane you normally fly.  If you read thru them, you’ll get the general idea 
behind post-flight inspections.☺ 

Things To Check After Landing And Before Shutdown: 

Engine Instruments: 
� Make sure the idle RPM is as it should be 
� CHT and Oil Temp should be dropping as expected with the engine 

returning to low power settings 
� Vacuum/suction should still be high enough to keep gyro instruments erect 

Magnetos: 
� Check for proper grounding:  with throttle at idle, turn the key momentarily to the "OFF" 

position, then right back to “ON/BOTH”.  Engine RPMs should drop and engine should hesitate 
(“stumble”).  If nothing happens, there is a "hot" magneto and consequently a "hot" prop!! 
which should be checked IMMEDIATELY (as in right now - don’t put it off!) by a mechanic.  
This has happened to me 3 times over the years and it was always a surprise.  A couple of 
times it was after maintenance work had been done and the mechanic had forgotten to 
reconnect the P-Lead which enables the mags to be grounded.  BIG, HUGE oops! 

Mixture: 
� Idle mixture is set properly if leaning it from full rich at idle or low RPM causes a slight rise in 

RPM.  If it is more than 100 RPM, the idle mixture may be over-rich.  If there is no increase or 
an immediate decrease, the idle mixture may be too lean. 

Turbocharger:  (if you’re so lucky as to have one!) 
� Be sure to allow sufficient time for the turbo to cool down before shutting off the engine.  Check 

the Pilot’s Operating Handbook for recommendations.  (Not many of us have turbos, but just in 
case…) 

Things To Check After Shutdown: 

Lights: 
� If any of them burned out, you (or the FBO) have time to get replacements 

for them before the next flight. 
Control Surfaces: 

� Check for damage or deformation, especially if you have been through heavy 
turbulence, or tied down in a tight parking spot where “hangar rash” might be 
likely. 

 



Prop: 
� Check for oil leaks around the hub.  Streaks will appear on the prop and run up the cowling 

and windshield. (This is for constant speed props.) 
� Check for nicks and dings that will have to be filed out.  Cracks (very rare) will ground you! 

Tires: 
� Check for bare spots/threads showing - especially if the landing was “less 

than graceful”. 
� Make sure there’s enough air pressure so you don’t have to hassle before 

your next flight.  (Note:  if it’s a hot day, you might want to hold off.) 
Hydraulic Fluid: 

� Check for leaks near brake pedals and out by the calipers. 
� Check retractable landing gear for leaks and reservoir for quantity. 

Oil: 
� Crankcase Breather Tube: 

− First of all, know where it is - have a mechanic show you if you can’t find it.  All aircraft 
engines have one. 

− Check for excess oil discharge - it could be just too much oil in the crankcase or a cylinder 
losing compression past the rings which results in a higher pressure and 
temperature in the crankcase. 

� Leaks: 

− Check the dipstick to make sure it is still on tight. 

− Look at the belly of the aircraft and around the cowling. 
� Quantity: 

− Check quantity as a point of interest when engine is hot.  Check it again when the engine is 
cool.  Learn the difference, if any, for your engine in the hot/cold levels. Do not add oil 
when the engine is hot if the difference is large. 

− A big change in oil quantity between takeoff and landing can be indicative of a serious 
engine problem.  When in doubt, check with your mechanic 

Fuel: 
� Fuel Caps: 

− Make sure they are not leaking (evidenced by blue streaks on the wing). 

− Make sure the person who fueled the aircraft got them on properly (better yet, my 
preference is to fuel the airplane myself – that way I know for SURE that the caps are on 
right). 

� Leaks: 

− Open the engine cowl if possible and look/smell for leaks. 

− Make sure the sump “quick” drains aren’t leaking – the seals inside can get 
old.  When they start to go, you’ll see a buildup of blue fuel dye, or 
eventually a slow drip. 

� Quantity: 

− Check the quantity of fuel added (if you fueled up post-flight) to make sure the fuel burn 
was as expected.  If not, you may need to recalculate your fuel burn estimates.  Big 
changes can indicate other engine problems. 

− Filling up after a flight will allow any water to precipitate out of the fuel before you fly again.  
(If you anticipate a need for less fuel on the next flight, then fill it to the “tabs” or “holes” or 
whatever mark is there for a ¾ full tank.) 

 
Have a safe flight! 
 
Claudia Ferguson 
Safety, San Fernando Valley 99s 
© CK Ferguson 2015 



Thank You Note from POY Arlene Wilske 

Sent to Diane Myers and Irene Engard 

Dear Irene & Diane, 

I have been on a POY high for days now.  What a night.  I only wish I could have conveyed my thoughts better 

when I spoke to the group.  I wasn’t even sure I was going to say anything at all until I looked at Julie holding the 

microphone and decided to take a stab at it!  I am not a public speaker, as we all now know.  I am not comfortable 

at all speaking to a group and that night in particular I was a bit overwhelmed.  I wanted so much to convey my 

deep appreciation for the 99s, but I’m not sure I articulated it well.  I don’t even remember all that I said, it is 

kind of a blur!  Some of the thoughts I wished I had shared…… 

Never have I known a group of women who are so genuinely concerned with the success of those around 

them.  The women in our Chapter go OUT OF THEIR WAY to mentor, encourage and cheer those around 

them.  Irene, I have watched you delight in the success of our young members in particular.  You make them feel 

welcome and are sure to share their milestones with the rest of us so that we may applaud them as well.  I can 

only imagine how proud it makes them to be embraced by you and this accomplished chapter.  You are an amazing 

leader.  Not only in the infectious enthusiasm you have brought to this group, but in your generosity in promoting 

the success of others.  I am so pleased you are steering this ship, we couldn’t be more lucky to have you. 

Diane, I have also watched you and been a recipient of your incredible generosity in mentoring those around 

you.  I started to mention how much you had helped me the other night, but I lost my train of thought and did 

not even scratch the surface!  Not only did you get me current in the Seminole, but you invited me to fly with you 

to several fly-ins and even in your own beautiful Cessna, in order to build time and knock off the rust.  You spent 

time in the sim helping me with interview prep and wrote me a powerful letter of recommendation that helped me 

to land the job with Surf Air.  You are an incredibly accomplished pilot and extremely generous friend and I can’t 

thank you enough for helping me to not only get back in the air, but land a great job. 

Thank you, ladies, for the great honor you have given me.  And, for all the crazy work behind the scenes you did 

to get my wonderful family and ME to the dinner.  You amaze me and I am so grateful. 

~arlene 

 

 

 

 

 

                    We get some press! 

 

    http://m.ocregister.com/articles/wilske-672977-time-nines.html  

 

 

    http://www.surfair.com/blog/arlene-wilske-professional-pilot-of-the-year/  



 

Welcome to the 2015 Big Bear Air Fair! 

The Big Bear City Airport is pleased to welcome you to its 2015 Air Fair! This exciting event is a longstanding tradition 
in the community. For more than thirty years, the airport has welcomed audiences young and old to experience the 
thrill of aviation.                

Our Air Fair is Saturday, August 15, 2015 from 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.              Free parking is available. 

Activities Include:  

• Mountain Fife and Drums Corps    Warbirds 
• Helicopter and Bi-Plane Rides    Sky Divers 
• Classic Cars      Food Vendors 

The whole family will enjoy incredible vintage planes, classic cars and skydiving exhibitions. Community group 
exhibits, current aircraft displays and a wide array of souvenir and food vendors will add to the fun. Also, we’ll have 
attractions just for kids! 

Best of all, it’s free! A big thank-you to all who have enjoyed this wonderful community event in the past, and a 
heartfelt welcome if you’re joining us for the first time. This day promises to be filled with fun, food, fresh air and 
fantastic flying!         We look forward to seeing you August 15th! 

 

The Orange County 99s will host a booth, introducing everyone to the wonderful world of the Ninety-Nines.       

Please contact Patty Murray if you can help in the booth:       patty99@socal.rr.com     

After the day’s festivities, and the final fly-bys, there will be a BBQ on the north side of the field.         

 

mailto:patty99@socal.rr.com
http://bigbearairfair.com/pages_airfair/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Spitfire.jpg


OUR MISSION 
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes      
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support        

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight. 

   Join us Online 
 

Chapter Website  -   http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new  
 

Facebook  -  https://www.facebook.com/oc99s 
 

  Contact the OC99s -  OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com  

 

 
    

 
14 Julie McCoy-Schafer 

14 Pam Mizell 
22 Mary Van Velzer 

24 Linda Eldridge 

           
               (If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated, and please send the date to Becky Valdez, fxala@hotmail.com) 
 
 

mailto:OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com
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