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                                                 Calendar of Events   

June 3  Business Mtg. Signature, 5:30pm 

 

June 17  Pilot of the Year Banquet &  
  Installation of Officers 

  Costa Mesa Country Club 

  (Note: Third Wednesday) 

 

July 5-10  International Conference —  
Munich, Germany 

 http://www.ninety-nines.org/index.cfm/conference.htm 
****Attending?  Please let Irene know before the 
Business Meeting on June 3 to be recognized as a 
delegate for our chapter.**** 
 
 
Aug  5   Business Mtg, Signature 5:30pm 

 

Aug 15   Big Bear Air Fair                    
      (Peter Murray will be the Air Boss) 
 

Aug   General Meeting  - TBD - Probably 
Saturday August 22 at Acapulco.   
 

 

OUR MISSION --The Ninety-Nines is the  
International organization of women pilots 
that promotes advancement of aviation 
through education, scholarships, and mutual 
support while honoring our unique history 
and sharing our passion for flight. 
 

            
 

   

         

PILOT OF THE YEAR 

BANQUET  

INSTALLATION OF  

NEW OFFICERS 

 

SPECIAL GUEST 

SOUTHWEST SECTION GOVERNOR 

BARBARA CROOKER 

 

Where: 
Costa Mesa Country Club 
1701 Golf Course Drive  
Costa Mesa, CA  92626 

 
When: 

Wednesday June 17, 2015 
 

Time: 
6 pm - No Host Cash Bar  

6:45 pm - Dinner 
Cost - $35.00 

Registration form on page 5 

RSVP June 10 or sooner 

June 2015June 2015June 2015June 2015    

   NOTICE  -   
 

   NO chapter meetings in July,  

                 and NO Plane Tales   

              (your editors need a rest!) 



Achievements  

 4 members received Private Pilot licenses 

 10 new members 

 Pat Prentiss flew her Stearman across the USA 

Honors 

 Julie McCoy-Shafer won Section POY 

 Lina Shi Charter member of China section 

 Thon Griffith’s spouse Bob DeLong received George Palmer Putnam Award 

 Creation of Thon Griffith DeLong Perpetual Amelia Earhart Scholarship 

 Inaugural flight of SurfAir into Palomar flown by Captain Arlene Wilske 

 “Recipe for a First Solo” in 99 News written by Tashi Sammi 

 Linda Abrams enters & wins her first ever spot landing contest 

Community Activities 

 Collected toys for Orangewood Children’s Home 

 Collected evening gowns for Camp Pendleton Armed Services YMCA 

 Created 99 Holiday stockings for Marines, Navy & families 

 Becky Valdez instrumental in getting Bob Hope USO Lounge established at JWA 

 Airport Appreciation – goodies to the Tower, Fire station & Sheriff’s Post 

 Presentation made to Canyon High School aviation class 
 Presentation made to Eastshore Elementary 6th graders 

 Air marked the compass rose on JWA/KSNA 

Fly-Ins 

 Big Bear – Montgomery Field – Santa Barbara – Gillespie 

Celebrations 

 Holiday Pot luck 

 Saturday Eat & Greet 

 POY & Installation with Int’l Pres Martha Phillips presiding over installation 

 Plerking/Planning Party with fire pit & S’mores 

General Meetings 

 Honoring our Mission Statement with education & camaraderie 

 Shared meetings with SoCal Pilots 

 Played with Fire—Hot Air Balloon Burner & Fire Extinguisher use 

Aviation Activities 

 Women in Aviation 

 International in New Orleans 

 Fall Section in Reno 

 Winter workshop in Camarillo 

 Assisted with 99s booth at AOPA area Fly-In – Chino 

 Shared the Aloha at Fullerton’s 40th celebration 

 Spring Section in Temecula 
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Flying to the Stars   

Spring Section Meeting  

Temecula, CA  
Who represented you: Irene Engard, Shirley 
McFall, Eleanor Todd and Barbara Ward.  
Lianne Oakes & Pat Prentiss intended to 

represent you, but events prevented their attendance.  Not quite my goal of 
10-20 members in attendance. 

Education: - Chapter chairman's meeting covered current issues  

 Attracting new members 

 Chapter chairman’s manual is being updated at international 

 Sales tax issues (if we sell anything we must collect sales tax & pass it on the Board of Equalization) 

 If we have a poker run or casino night—we need to register with the Bureau of Gambling 

 If we sell raffle tickets—we need to register with the Department of Justice 

No longer can we operate by the seat of our pants.  I don’t want any of this to limit what we do, we just need to 
be compliant.  

Education of the local area:                  Docent lead Tour of Palomar Observatory 

Docent lead tour of Santa Margarita Ecological reserve. 

 

Education about women pilots:  Excellent presentation by Barbara Schultz—a 99 and amazing historian. 

Business of the Section :  One minute report of the state of our chapter (impossible to give in one minute).   

See page 2 of Plane Tales for my full report.  

 Out of 1,417 Southwest Section members, 118 registered for the meeting and 105 attended.  Governor 
Barbara Crooker ran an effective meeting.  We had some lively discussion regarding 

donating section funds which will be continued in the 
fall.  You should have been there. 

   

Fall section  is hosted by Monterey Bay Chapter and 
will be in Santa Cruz, CA—October 22—25, 2015. 

 

Spring section  will be April 22—24, 2016—hosted by 
SWS Chapters.  At Flabob Airport.  What role does our 
chapter want to have? 

Friday night buffet.  Kim 

Ernst, Irene Engard, 

Barbara Ward and 

Eleanor Todd 

 

 

Pat Forbes (Santa Clara Valley) - Linda Mae 

Draper (Reno) - Paula Sandling (San Fernando 

Valley) & Irene Engard 

End of Hike 

Beginning of Hike 

The Hikers 

Including  

Shirley McFall &  

Irene Engard 

 

Pat Chan (Bay Cities), Your leader, Irene, Linda Mae 

Draper & Spouse (Reno Area), Jeanne Pierce (Reno Area). 

Irene & Kim Ernst (Fullerton).  (I couldn’t find 

my cowboy boots—chose the next best thing.) 

 



 

We are pleased to have two new members who joined our chapter at our May 13th meeting. 
Michelle Qi and Blair Hu started flying that week. Their flying career is off to a 
great start. 
These energetic student pilots jumped right in and put out the fires with the rest of 
us at the meeting. 
Michelle and Blair plan to attend the 99  
International Convention in Germany this year  
with Lina Shi. 
Welcome to our chapter, Blair and Michelle! 
 
Diane Titterington-Machado, Membership Chair 
 

 

  

Book Recommendation from Diane Titterington-Machado 

 

I highly recommend the new book, The Wright Brothers (May 5, 2015) by  

two-time Pulitzer Prize winner David McDullough. Both my husband and I 

thoroughly enjoyed this book. I was born (three years later) in the same  

hospital in which Wilbur died. So being a Dayton native, I thought I knew a 

great deal about the brothers, but learned so much more.  

Great Father's Day gift. You don't have to be a pilot to enjoy it.    

      Firefighter instructs Lina Shi, Michelle Qi, Blair Hu 

Membership:       Diane Titterington-Machado 

Scholarships:       Barbara Ward & Eleanor Todd 

Publicity & PR:    — OPEN —    

Seminars:              Pat Prentiss  

Fly– Ins:                 Colleen Handrahan 

Facebook:              Amy Davis 

Webmaster:          Amy Davis 

Air & Space:      — OPEN —    

99 News:                  Shirley McFall    

Historian:                Bev Allen   

 
PT Editors:              Diane Myers  

                                    Arlene Wilske 

                                    Irene Engard 

PT Distribution:   Arlene Wilske 

Hospitality:            Cheryl Cotman 

 

2015 POY Banquet: 

             Becky Valdez—yay, again! 

       **   Volunteer helpers  needed!! 

2015 Holiday Party:     — TBD —    



 

Orange County 99’s Pilot of the Year Banquet  

Registration Form 

Due Wednesday June 10, 2015  - Or sooner! 

First Name___________________          Last Name __________________________ 

Name of Spouse_____________________________ Number Attending_____________ 

Names of others attending with you__________________________________________ 

Email Address ___________________________ 

Banquet $35.00 X_______=$_________________ 

“NON- MEMBER FRIENDS OF THE OC 99’s ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND” 

Dinner Menu to include 

Mesa Linda Salad 

Choice of Entrees: (Choose one per guest– indicate by circling choice) 

Breast of Chicken with Lemon Caper Sauce, Medallions of Pork with Brandy Peppercorn Sauce or Vegetarian Lasagna 

Side of green beans almandine, rolls and butter 

Chocolate Thunder (Double Chocolate Cake) 

Cash Bar choices are as follows: 

Glass of wine                       $5.50 

Beer                                      $4.50 

Soft drinks                            $2.00 

(Coffee, tea and water are included with your meal) 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR ENTRÉE OF CHOICE FOR EACH ATTENDEE 

Make check payable to OC 99’s and send registration form and check to: Irene Engard 931 Presidio Dr. Costa Mesa, CA. 
92626-5609 or email your form to Becky Valdez at fxala@hotmail.com 
 
Payment by Credit Card available on our website: http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new/   Look for the “Donate” button.  You 

can use PayPal (if you have an account) or Credit card.  Please include your name(s) in the “Notes to Seller”. 

mailto:fxala@hotmail.com


FIRE!!!! 

By: Tashi Sammi 
 
A word you never want to hear, or say, while in your plane.  One of mankind’s best uses of a natural 
phenomenon, fire is never desired or welcome on the ground or in flight.  Pilots train often for what to do in 
case of a fire on board and procedures are in every airplane manual.  How many of us have actually used 
that little red canister between the seats?  How close can you or should you get to a raging fire to determine if 
it's time to back off and just run?  I haven’t and you probably haven’t either.  
 
The OC 99s had their chance for a “hands on” fire experience on Wednesday, May 13th, at Fire Station 33 
located at KSNA.  The firemen on shift, Don Blackburn, Ron Castro, Pete Hamborg, and Ron Monreal first 
gave us a tour of the facility and the enormous equipment (trucks, cranes etc.) that is on call 24/7, 365 days a 
year.  The cranes are able to lift entire airplanes in case of a flat tire, a fact that one of our Chapter members 
learned just the week before when her plane’s sudden flat tire closed runway 20-R.  They are required to be 
at the scene in 90 seconds.  Yes, that is correct.  I know I can’t get out of my house in 90 seconds, so this is a 
testament to their dedication, training, and preparedness.  They are also able to render medical first aid, even 
in the terminal of KSNA if needed.  We then received valuable information on the types of fire extinguishers 
and what each type of fire each works best on.  We each experienced the feel of fire when you are too close 
and it’s too hot, learning that sometimes you need to not fight a fire by yourself, but instead to RUN and to call 
for help.  Our next step was to actually use a fire extinguisher to put out a very smoky diesel/gasoline fire.  
FUN!   
 

The mnemonic is PASS. 

P - PULL the Pin on the extinguisher. Toss it.  
A - AIM at the base of the fire. 
S - SQUEEZE the handle of the extinguisher. 
S - SWEEP at the base of the Fire until extinguished. 

 

Important tips: 
- If the at any point the fire is out of control.  RUN and call 911. 
- NEVER turn your back on the fire. 

 - Make sure your extinguisher is not old or expired.  Periodically check the date and gently shake contents 
to disperse the powder inside the canister.  The powder has to be free flowing and not caked at the 
bottom.  Small household extinguishers may simply be replaced annually. 

 - You want to be UPWIND and UPHILL from the fire so the smoke does not blow back onto you. 

 - Fire extinguisher foam is extremely corrosive to airplane parts. Halotron is a newer alternative that turns 
into gas that is not as corrosive. Halotron is not widely used. 

 

In conclusion, there is nothing like actually performing an action before its actually needed in an emergency.  
We learned a great deal and are thankful and impressed by our friends at the fire station.  Thank you to the 
firemen at KSNA, all attendees and Lena Wilson for baking delicious cookies!! 

     Carol Bennett tries her hand at putting out the fire Lena Wilson is sweeping her fire extinguisher at the base of the fire 

Your ever present Chapter 
Chairman, Irene, ready to 
help out wearing her 
“Planes Fire & Rescue” cap. 



John Wayne Airport 
Compass Rose  

Takes On A New Look 

 
 
  

  
 
To keep up with the recent re-numbering of John Wayne Airport's runways due to changes in the Earth's  
magnetic poles, ladies of the Orange County Chapter, along with sisters from the nearby Fullerton Chapter,  
repainted the airport's compass rose on Wednesday, May 20th, resplendent with the Ninety-Nines intertwined '9's 
logo. 
  
While I worked in close liaison with JWA's Operations Staff, whose team prepared and marked out the re-aligned 
rose's cardinal points, the real thanks goes to all the following ladies who came out and made the compass 
rose become one beautiful asset to the airport.  My sincere thanks to: 
  
Irene Engard, Becky Valdez, Shirley McFall, Lena Wilson, Pat Prentiss, Jennifer Allen, Cynthia 
McMullin, Alexandria Culp, Amanda Swain, Sarah Hufnagel, Lina Shi, Caroline Kinsbergen, Barbara Ward 
and our three Fullerton Chapter members, Vikki Mena, Jamie Tanabe and Cheri Rhynard.    
  
So efficiently did the whole operation go that, by 1 p.m. we were sitting at Acapulco Restaurant sipping  
celebratory margaritas! 
  
This was a great way to promote The Ninety-Nines and we're indebted to Jeff Rountree, Manager, Airside 
Operations, JWA, Scott Hagen, Deputy Airport Director, Operations, JWA, and airport staff for working so closely 
with us and giving The Ninety-Nines this opportunity. 
  
In case you don't know, this was the second time the Orange County 99s have offered this service to JWA and 
we're looking forward to doing it again in another 15 years. 
  
Thank you again and again for a job well done!! 
  
Best, 
Pat Prentiss 



 

CHARTER 99 MEMBER: EDITH MAGALIS FOLTZ 

A Life Story to Inspire 

I had never heard Edith’s name until I was already a licensed pilot, but on a rainy Saturday afternoon, my grandmother retrieved a 
red scrapbook from the bookshelves and began to regale me with the tale of this totally remarkable woman.  Edith Magalis Foltz 
(later Stearns) was my grandmother’s first cousin, making her (according to Wikipedia) my “first cousin twice removed.”  Edith was 
a charter member of the 99’s, which I guess makes me a “legacy?”  In any event, after I heard about her amazing flying career, I did 
some digging, and I also came into possession of the red scrapbook after my grandmother’s death.  Here is what I learned.  

Edith was born in Dallas, Texas, in 1902.  Her pilot’s license was issued in 1927 and is signed by Orville Wright.  According to her 
obituary, she started flying at the age of 18.  She started out barnstorming in an OX-5 Eaglerock.  At some point, she earned a 
“state transport license” (which must be something like a commercial certificate) and got a job flying co-pilot for Western Air, the 
first West Coast charter between San Francisco and Seattle.  For Western, she flew a Bach trimotor, as well as Fokkers and Fords.  
Apparently, charter flying jobs were hard to come by at that time because the charter companies believed that “women passengers 
won’t trust another woman.”  So Edith took it upon herself to query her female passengers after a flight about how they felt having 
a woman up front.  She reported that “they all seemed pleased.”   

Ultimately, she lost the charter job when Western Air was sold to United Airlines.  However, she may have been, as claimed by 
some, the first female airline pilot in the world.  Others have made the same claim, though, so we probably will never know 
whether the title rightfully goes to Edith. 

Edith had a long career in air racing, coming in second in her class (light aircraft) in the Powder Puff Derby of 1929.  She raced in an 
Alexander Eaglerock Bullet and drew a lot of criticism because of the strange amenities of her plane—retractable landing gear and 
a closed cockpit.  Shocking!  But she sure had an advantage in terms of comfort over the racers in the open cockpit planes.  She 
could shed the helmet and goggles and didn’t have to worry about tying charts down to keep them from flying around the cockpit.  
However, the airplane was tricky.  The factory test pilots declared that it would be unrecoverable in a flat spin, so Edith avoided 
slow airspeeds in a tight turn.  She also acknowledged that the Kinner engine could be “less than reliable.” 

Edith also attracted attention during the Derby for sporting an aviatrix costume of her own design.  It consisted of a skirt that pulled 
up to become a jacket with knickers beneath for flying.  This way her flying costume could quickly be converted to streetwear.  An 
unfortunate sign of the times, she probably received more press for her clothing design than for her astonishing achievements as 
an aviator. 

In 1942, Edith was recruited by Jackie Cochran to join 24 other American female pilots who went to Great Britain to fly for the Air 
Transport Auxiliary.  The “ATA” was Britain’s solution to the problem of a severe pilot shortage during WWII.  Pilots from all over 
the world went into the service of that ATA, including many women.  These women flew every kind of aircraft that was in service, 
including Spitfires, Hurricanes, and bombers.  They flew in all kinds of inclement weather in complete radio silence.  Often, they 
would arrive at their destination half frozen from flying for hours in an open cockpit plane in winter weather.  They flew in near 
combat situations, ferrying the aircraft from the factories out to the battlefields, or from the fields back to maintenance.  The 
hazards they faced were many.  Of the 650 pilots who served in the ATA, 174 were killed.  Their incredible story is recounted in 
“Spitfire Women of World War II,” by Giles Whittell, which is an amazing read.  There is also an excellent BBC documentary by the 
same name. 

Edith flew with the ATA for three years, returning to the States in 1945.  At a time when most women resumed their places in the 
kitchen as the men returned home from war, Edith instead became a flight instructor for the Navy, doing instrument training in 
Corpus Christi.  She continued her career as an air racer, racing in two Powder Puff Derbies in the 1950’s, before succumbing to 
cancer and passing away in 1956 at the tender age of 53. 

I regret that I never met Edith, but I’m really glad I got the red scrapbook!  If you are interested, I have a collection of her press 
clippings on the wall in our hangar at SNA.  It is truly a privilege to have such an accomplished, inspiring person and aviator in my 
family tree! 

 

 

Edith in her uniform with her son, Joe 

From a branch of Edith’s tree:    

Julie McCoy Schafer 

Editors note:  There is mention of Edith’s flying outfit in an article by 

Gene Nora Jessen on our 99s Int’l website: “Amelia flew in a dress 

and Edith in her famous Foltzup outfit, which converted from 

jodhpurs to a skirt.” 



Sharing a love for Flying: 
 
         Fullerton Airport Day, May 9, 2015                      
 
I did my first Airport Day this past Saturday at the Fullerton airport.   
The event was organized by the Fullerton chapter of the 99s.  First I met  
a lot of other interesting and wonderful members of the 99s as well as  
members of the Fullerton flying community. 
 
The day started off a bit cloudy, I had to file IFR just to get over to the event, 
fortunately once at the Fullerton airport the weather was improving, still overcast but 
above the minimums for the event.  We did our pre flight briefing and set up the planes and 
we were ready to start. 

 
Most of my flights were families with small children  
and they were such a joy to fly around.  It was fun  
answering the questions from the adults and children.  
However, the absolute joy from most of the children was 
very contagious.  They loved being in the air and as we 
were flying around the parents would point out their 
homes, friends or families homes, as well as Knott’s 
Berry Farm and Disneyland and they seemed to just be in 
awe.  I had one little boy that I let steer the plane on 
the ground and he had the biggest smile on his face the 
whole flight.  Another little boy wouldn't wear a  

headset, but I could hear him in the background just saying “airplane” over and over again.  
Along with the young children there were a few adolescents who hoped to someday get their 
pilots license and they had really good questions.  One girl let me know she has started 
saving in order to get a pilots license one day. 
 
To me the best part of the day was being able to share my love of flying with these kids and 
adults, I met some really nice people and I think I got as much out of the day as they did. 
 
The controllers did an amazing job with all the traffic, everything 
ran so smoothly, even when I had to follow the Goodyear blimp on  
final; new meaning to slowest practical speed!  
  
I would like to thank the Fullerton chapter of the 99s as well as  
the airport staff for a great day.     
 
Pam Doddridge 
 

 

Pam & other pilots are in the queue, waiting for the WX to  
improve enough to give rides (Pam is standing beside her plane) 

 

Photos by Becky Valdez, Bill Doddridge, Don McCarroll 



Fly-in to Gillespie:   KSNA—KSEE . . . .  Except we didn’t SEE much! 

 
Colleen had planned a nice VFR day on Sat., May 16, for our fly-in to Gillespie for proficiency, lunch, and 
meeting some San Diego 99s.   However - the weather had other ideas! 

Saturday morning started out gray, and stayed that way until early afternoon.  Four pilots with planes had 
planned to fly, however, 2 of the pilots are not IFR current.    

Peter Murray flew their Arrow, IFR, doing the RNAV 17 approach, then circled to land on 27R as directed 
by the tower (the Arrow was going in for annual).  Patty Murray & Colleen Handrahan drove down to pick 
up Peter.  Diane Myers, Carol Bennett & Tashi Sammi flew in a 172, IFR.   Carol flew down, in the clouds 
almost the entire 1-hr flight at 5,000' then 6,000'.  The tires were wet, the struts were wet, the windshield 
was wet.  But NO ice.  Carol flew the LOC/DME-D approach, then circled to land on 17, as directed by the 
tower.   

Arriving at the restaurant, 
we were greeted by Pat 
Prentiss, Richard Wilsher 
and local San Diego 99s,  
Fran Bera and Kathleen 
Devlin.  Kathleen had just 
won a scholarship for her 
IFR rating.  Pat & Richard 
drove down to watch the 
planned Stearman 
formation practice.  

After lunch, we walked over 
to Fran’s hangar to marvel at all her trophies.   As always, Fran was happy to indulge our questions about 
all her accomplishments.  What an amazing and gracious lady. 

The weather finally cleared enough for the Stearmans 
to take off; just as we were taxiing out to fly back to 
SNA, mostly VFR.    

 
 

         Where are we???                                       Wet wheel                                         Downwind for rwy 17 

Tashi Sammi, Kathleen Devlin, Fran Bera 

 

           Fran’s Comanche 260 

Stearmans waiting for VFR 

     A couple of the many signs in Fran’s hangar 

 

     Story by Diane Myers 
Photos by Tashi Sammi & Diane 



Avoiding A Mid-Air Collision   (Another Form Of Noise Abatement!) 
 
An article about a mid-air between a Cessna and a Piper reminded me how important it is to keep alert for 
other aircraft that might be in my airspace.  Since most of us don’t have the luxury of TCAS or ADS-B, and 

since VFR Flight Advisories – even if you ask for them – are the LAST thing on the controller’s 
priority list, we all need to keep our eyes busy looking outside the cockpit as much as possible.  
Southern California airspace is as busy as any on earth, as we all know. 
 
Some years ago in the FAA Aviation News, there was a great “collision avoidance” checklist 
that I’d like to share again with you, along with some personal thoughts on the items it contains. 
 

CHECK YOURSELF 
* Check your mental and physical condition, especially your eyesight 
Eyesight and eye glasses are important.  When was the last time you had your glasses “updated”.  If you’re 
squinting, maybe it’s time to have your eyes checked.  Also, I’ve written about cockpit stress before and how 
it can give you “tunnel vision”.  If you’re stressed out, the cockpit probably isn’t the right place for you.   
Remember the FAA’s old acronym “I’M SAFE”?  It’s basically a personal checklist for things that could inter-
fere with your ability to fly safely:  Illness, Medication, Stress, Alcohol, Fatigue, Emotion. 
 
PLAN AHEAD 
* Have all charts folded in proper sequence, and a list of the frequencies you’ll need -- avoid searching for  
     information while flying (and scanning for traffic) and keep the cockpit free of clutter ("sterile cockpit") 
Do you take the time to get your charts and maps in order before you take off?  Do you make a list of all the 
frequencies you’ll need so they’ll all be in one place?  Even if ATC changes your planned route in mid-course, 
it’s a really good idea to have your charts and radio frequencies in good order so you don’t have your head 
down while you need to be looking for traffic. 
 
CLEAN WINDOWS 
* It may be difficult to differentiate between the aircraft on a collision course 2 miles away and dirt on the  
    window -- both look stationary, especially at night (reflections) 
Yeah, it’s a pain to have to clean windows, but I don’t know anybody who’d disagree with this one.  Chances 
are you won’t mistake a smashed bug for another plane, but stuff on your windshield is just going to distract 
you from finding traffic.  Even if you keep your windshield covered when you’re not flying, it still manages to 
collect bugs and dirt. 
 
FOLLOW STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 
* Use correct hemispheric rule altitudes in cruise flight 
* Know unfamiliar airport procedures; observe segmented circle at least 1000' above 

the traffic pattern for an UNCONTROLLED airport 
* Be where you are supposed to be -- in most midairs, at least 1 pilot involved was 

NOT where s/he was expected to be 
* Enter traffic patterns DOWNWIND on a 45° at MIDFIELD if not directed otherwise 
Being where you’re expected to be in a traffic pattern environment will greatly increase the chances of others 
seeing and avoiding you.  Before you go zooming into an uncontrolled field, look at an Airport Facilities  
Directory or one of the flight guides that publishes the information about how the traffic works at the airport(s) 
you’re planning to visit.  If there are changes from the standard, you’ll save yourself from mistakes.  Note: 
often times, exceptions are for noise abatement, which is important to think about in these days when  
homeowner associations are doing their utmost best to shut down our GA airports. 
 
AVOID CROWDS 

 Avoid flying directly over VORs, near instrument approach courses, at IFR altitudes, at busy airports  
      during peak periods or in any situation that concentrates traffic (whenever possible/practicable) 
Well, this one is probably a “DUH!!”  When flying in areas you know are congested, have everyone in the  
aircraft looking for other aircraft. That said, it’s amazing that the times when I tend to have lapses in my  
vigilance seem to be those when I’m out in the “middle of nowhere” and all of a sudden, there’s another  
airplane.  Ack! 
 



 
COMPENSATE FOR DESIGN 

*    Know your aircraft's blind spots when in a TURN or in CLIMBS/DESCENTS 
How many times have you read mishap reports about the low wing airplane landing 
nearly on top of the high wing aircraft?  If there’s a wing in your way when you’re 
looking for traffic, be aware of that, and alter your attitude briefly so you can make 
sure there’s nobody coming up on the other side of that wing.  

 

 
EQUIP FOR SAFETY 
* Use ALL lights during the day where traffic density is high 
* Use transponders with MODE-C on (mandatory within 30 nmi of LAX) 
Even though strobes and landing lights are much less visible in the day time, they might catch the eye of 
someone and help them to avoid you.  The transponders make it easier for ATC to steer people away from 
you – especially when they know your altitude. 
 
TALK AND LISTEN 

 Use your radios -- Approach Control, Tower, CTAF -- announce your  
      POSITION (be accurate!), ALTITUDE AND INTENTIONS 
* Listen to the local traffic situation BEFORE you become a part of it (situational 

awareness) 
Actually, IMHO, this ought to be Listen first, then Talk.  (Note: I’ve written articles 
about both of these before because they’re so very important!) 
 
Just one more thought: most of the time, the pilot you’re going to have to watch out 
for is the one who’s never read this checklist. 
 
Fly Safely! 
 
Claudia Ferguson 
Safety Chairman, San Fernando Valley 99s 
© CK Ferguson 2015 
 
 

Looks like clear sky ahead – for now              Scan for traffic  - over and over 

 You definitely do NOT want to see    
       THIS in your windshield!  

 



OUR MISSION 
The Ninety-Nines is the international organization of women pilots that promotes      
advancement of aviation through education, scholarships, and mutual support        

while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion for flight. 

   Join us Online 
 

Chapter Website  -   http://oc99s.sws99s.org/new  
 

Facebook  -  https://www.facebook.com/oc99s 
 

  Contact the OC99s -  OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com  
 

 
   
       

                               2- Linda Abrams                             9- Hilda Hill 
           
                       

                                     (If we missed your birthday, Happy Belated, and please  
                                       send the date to Becky Valdez,   fxala@hotmail.com) 

mailto:OrangeCounty99s@gmail.com
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